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Creating the Popular Names of U.S. Government Reports Database
Popular Names of U.S. Government Reports (4th edition) is a reference book last published by the Library of Congress in 1984. Since most Congressional committee reports often have cumbersome titles, these reports usually acquire a shorter colloquial name. For example, the Report of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy is popularly known as the Warren Commission Report. Work began intensively in September 2003 to construct a searchable database of Popular Names of U.S. Government Reports available on the World Wide Web (WWW). 

In the 1984 edition, there are 1555 numbered entries, with some entries containing more than one record. There are also 108 reports listed as “Unidentified.” However, in 1994, Jeffrey Graf and J. Louise Malcomb, librarians at Indiana University- Bloomington, updated the Unidentified reports section. They identified 85 of the 108 reports. Also, there are 9 p-slips added into the print edition owned by Indiana University-Bloomington of reports published after 1984. 

The database was constructed by Jian Lu in MySQL with fields defined by Jeffrey Graf and J. Louise Malcomb. Following is the record layout and the field definitions for the first edit: 
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	System assigned unique ID number

	Popular Name
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	1984 ed., unidentified reports, post-1984 reports

	perName
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	Personal name for whom the report is named

	RefType
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	Form of publication

	Author
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	Personal Name(s) of actual authors

	CorpAu
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	Corporate author; usually U.S. government agency

	Year
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	Publication date

	Title
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	Official Title of Publication

	SerEdit
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	Series Title
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	Series Title, if needed

	City
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	Place of Publication, usually Washington, D. C. 

	Publisher
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	Name of Publisher, usually U.S. G.P.O.

	Description
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	Physical description without AACR2 cataloging punctuation

	NumVolume
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	NumPage
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	Edition
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	Edition statement

	Translator
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	ShortTitle
	[image: image18.wmf]


	

	ISBN
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	Provided for non-G.P.O. printed editions

	OrigPub
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	ReprintEd
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	Reprint information

	AccessionNum
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	OCLC number for LC records

	CallNumber
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	Library of Congress classification call number

	SuDocsCallNum
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	Superintendent of Documents classification call number

	MCNum
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	Monthly Catalog number

	LCCardNum
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	Library of Congress card number

	Label
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	Dewey Decimal Classification call number 

	Keywords
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	Current LC subject headings

	Abstract
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	1984 edition LC subject headings

	Notes
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	Bibliographic information taken from the LC record and/or 1984 ed. Entry itself. 

	Contents
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	Contents information taken from the LC record and/or 1984 ed. Entry itself.

	Ill
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	URL
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	Web address, where possible

	AuthorAddr
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	1984 Unidentified Reports

	CrossRef
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	Cross references to other reports taken from 1984 ed.

	EntryNum84
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	Entry number from 1984 ed.

	AdmNotes
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	Administrative notes not displayed in public interface. 


Work was conducted in three phases: 
Phase I

-Mine records from WorldCat

-Enter records into MySQL

Phase II
 -Assign 1984 entry numbers to records


-Enter Popular Name to each record



-Search OCLC for records for standardization

Phase III 
-Edit following fields in records:

· Popular Name

· Personal Name

· Author

· Corporate Author

· Year

· Title

· Series Title

· City

· Publisher

· Physical Description

· Edition

· ISBN

· Accession Number

· Call Number

· SuDocs Call Number

· Monthly Catalog Number

· Library of Congress Call Number

· Label (Dewey Decimal Call Number)

· Keywords (spacing only)

· Abstract (spacing only)

· Notes

· Contents

· Cross References

To begin data mining, searching WorldCat for item records that were not cataloged by the Library of Congress (LC). Records were mined from WorldCat into Endnote 8 libraries, then uploaded into the MySQL database. In most cases, one record per item in the print version was mined. However, for some items, incomplete cataloging records led to harvesting more than one record per item. 
The 1984 entry numbers and Popular Names were then assigned to the appropriate records in the database. The Unidentified records and multiple records were assigned a zero in the EntryNum84 field on the first round through the database. Once the 1984 entry numbers were assigned, a more thorough examination of the remaining “zero” records allowed for assigning the “1984 Unidentified Report” designation to the appropriate records. The goal for this phase was to have each record in the database correspond with the 1984 entries. At this stage, 210 records from the print edition could not be found. 
At the completion of this preliminary identification, OCLC was searched for the LC cataloged records. Most of the records mined from WorldCat were LC records.  Team members debated whether or not the initial searching should have began in OCLC.  Although most records were LC records, WorldCat was a valuable starting point especially for those 1984 entries that list more than one record per entry number. LC cataloging is the default standard for the database record information, particularly for updated subject headings and call number information. 

Editing began after the OCLC mining. While one team member began the editing, deeper searching for the 210 missing records continued. All of the editing was performed over the WWW. At the end of the first edit, the database contains a total of 1875 records with 27 missing. Of the 27 missing, a thorough search of the remaining “zero” records in the database may reduce this number. Also, 4 of the 27 are post-1984 p-slip entries. Of the 108 Unidentified entries, 77 are accounted for in the database. 

Further work on the Popular Names of Government Reports database is needed. A second edit of the subject headings needs to be performed to accurately display both the 1984 edition subject headings and the current ones used by LC. Searching and adding the ISBM numbers and U.S. Government Serial Set information is a future project. Also, any other fields should be updated as new information is available. Of particular note will be adding URLs as more reports are digitized and available via the WWW. 
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