REPORT

THE AGENT

OF TUER

COLONIZATION SOCIRTY

8

STATE OF INDIANA,

IN REPLY TO A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE.

INDIANAPOLIS:
AUSTIN II. BROWN, STATE PRINTER.
1855,

DJ36



Senare Cuanser, January 8, 1855.

Dear Sir :~-1 have the honor to transmit to you herewith the fol-
lowing resolution this day adopted by the Senate, to which a re-
sponse is desired at your earliest convenience:

Resolved, That the Agent of the Indiana Colonization Society be
requested, at as early a day as practicable, to furnish the Senate a
statement in relation to the operations of said agency during the
year 1854 ; the amount of money that has been expended out of
State Treasury for said object, the number of colored persons, ii
any, that huve signified a willingness to emigrate to Liberia, and all
facts in his possession in relation to said population within this
State. -

Passed Senate, January 8, 1855.

Respectiuily,
SOLON TURMAN,
Secretary of Senate.
Rev. J. MITonnLL, Agent Am. Col. Society in the West,

@



How, A, P, Wrnnary,
President of the Senate of the State of Indiana:

St =1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the resolu.

tion of inquiry in relation to colonization adopted by your branch
of the General Assembly on the Sth inst.

And I herewith respectlully submit an answer thereto.
Yours with much respect,
J. MITCHRELL,

Agent Colonization Society.

+

Innranavoxas, Januvary 9, 1855,



REPORT.

COLONIZATION SOCIETY, }

Inpranaporis, Jan, 9, 1855, {

To the Honorable Members of the
~ Senale of the Slate of Indiang :

Gexreemen :—I have the honor to acknoweledge the receipt of
youy resolution of inquiry, on the subject of Afvican eolonization,
and respectfully submit the following answer thereto; qualifying
that answer, however, by the statement, that since the first of
August, 54, [ Fave not heen acting as the responsible officer of the
State Board of Colonization, having resigned the secretaryship
thereof, which took eflect at the above date, and on which Rev. T A,
Mills, of this city, was appointed my suceessor. However, holding
as I do, the relation of Corresponding Secretary of the Board, which
is an unsalaried ¢ffice, and being requested by Hir. Mills to make
such statement as will cover the time intervening between sy last
report and the first of Avgust, 1 do so with great pleasure—recog-
nizing your right to call on any of the officers of the American Col
onization Society at any time, for such information as they may be
able to furnish.

I made a report 1o the Governor, for the vear 1853, which was
published and circulated. It coutained the following points: The
organization of the Siate Board—correspondence with the authori-
ties of Liberia, and the employment of a colored agent to visit
Liberin—the growing spirit of emigration amongst the people of
color—the action of those States which have considered the subject
of colonization—and a statement of the finance of the Board, by
which it is shown that we have made but a slight draft on the moneys
appropriated to the colonization fund. Our report for 1853 closes
with un appendix containing extricts from our iaws, showing the
“general powers of the Board, together with a few of its orders,
and the certificate of Rev. Wm. McLain, the treasurer of the
American Colonization Society, showing the names, ages, &c., of
the emigrants Irom Indiana sent out by him, as the disbursing and
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transporting agent of the State Board.” We have been thus partie.
alar in reviewing that report, fearing that it may not have reached
the hands of some. N

According to that veport we Lave drawn the sum of ($3,000)
three thousand do_llars, from our State colonization fund, and placed
itin the hands of the treasurer of the American Colonization So-
ciety, Lo be expended according to the terms of our laws, vizt by
the appropriation of $50 to meet the expense of outfit and trans.
portation of each ewmigrant, properly accredited as from Todiana.
We refer you to the 15th and 22d. pages of said report for the
proper exhibit of the condition of our account up to the given date.

Through th kindness of your predecessors, 1 have been permit-
:wd 1o shape the appropriation bills for colonization—and being anx-
ous to preserve Lo our enterpl‘ise a good reputatinn. for correct and
economical management of funds thus appropriated, the laws have
been made in the most strict and guarded terms, leaving no discre-
] tion with the Board or its officers in the application of the funds—
and 1o render the disbursements more cconomical, and report thereot
more reliable, the Board adopted the following order:

Resolved, That all moneys appropriated by the Board shall be
placed in the hands of the treasurer of the American Colonization
Socioty, at Washington City, to the credit ol the State of Indiana,
to be paid out by him, on the application of negroes and mulattbes,
who desire to emigrate to Liberia, by their presenting the certificate
of the clerk of the county in which they reside, under the seal of
such county, and due notice from the Agentor Secretary of this State
Board of Colonization.

Thus the Treasurerof the A. G Society, becomes our dishursing
agent, and auditor of the accounts of transportation, on whose
reports you can at all times rely.

But whilst we were thus carefal to guard the credit of our enter-
prise, the Board found itsell much embarrassed, from the want of
b} (:omingent fund to meet necessary ggpenses, connected with move-
ments and measures, that from time to lime avise in tha history of
every undertaking of a benevolent character. The most embarrass-
ing 10 the writer of which, has been the mission of Rev. John
MeciSey, colored agent sent out to Liberia by the Board. He sailed
from Baltimore for Monrovia in November, 1853, in company with
25 of our emigrants. The Board allowed him $330 as salary and
traveling expenses for the trip; but having no contingent fund on
which 10 draw, I have been obliged to borrow the money necessary
to meet $265 of the above sum. MceKey’s visit to Liberia has been
a successtul one. e remained in Africa {rom the 19th of December,
1853, to the L1th of last March, visiting most of the imporiant
places in the republic. He shipped for New York at the English
tottlement of Sierra Leone. On hig return he made a report 10 the
Board, which has been published by their order, for your considera-
tion. It contains, in addition to his report, a further correspondence
with the government of Liberio, and other papers of some interest
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To meet such cases as the above elaim, I made an appeal to the publi¢
10 raise a contingent fund by subscription, and sent out a few Jotters
10 our friends requesting aid—this application failed, arising from the
opinion that has become current, that the Legislature through the
Gtate Board, has made ample provision for all sueh reasonable
claims, and that 1!1e_eqni.tﬂble distvibution of this slight burden, by
legislative appropriation is the better way to dispose of such claim.
However, in response to my call T received the following sums—of

. HIH S -
M. Helmor, Esq., $105 Willinm Traylor, Beq., $5; N. L Throch-
iorton, Esq., $2;5 Messrs. W. W, Cotton, and M. McPhetredge,
each, 81; in all $19, the receipt of which [ thos acknowledge:

It may not be cut of place, for me to attempt in a respect{ul man-
ner a fow suggestions, caleulated to smooth the way of my suc-
cessor, Mr. Mills: Ilirst, that a contingent fund of a few hundred
dollars be placed at the disposal of the Board, to be applied to the-
furtherance of the enterprise.  Or. what would be better still, that
in the expenditure of the annual “appropriation, a wise discretion be.
allowed the Board, so that their hands be not too tightly bound.

Indeed, this discretion is necessary to the successful planting of the
settlement at Grand Cape Mound—there should an appropriation.
made to aid the government of Liberia, in making the necessary im-
provements at that point, in consideration for which they will grant
lands at reasonable prices, for the terms of which we refer you to
the correspondence with that government. Tt is troe that the price
per acre has not been fixed, but we have been led to believe that
price will be a nominal one. Bul whether this be the proper way
to pay for the lands or not, it will be a praiseworthy act to place
such power in the hands of the Board, as will enable it to negotiate
without tramel, and secure the best terms from the government of
Liberia,

T AFRICAN SLAVE 1RADE.

During the last session of Congress 1 visited Washington, to enlist
if possible. some of the western and south-westorn statesmen, in our
cause.  During that visit the confidential report of the Senate Com-
mittee on. Foreign Relations, made to the Senate in execative session,
was permitted to obtain publicity, for the purpose of disabusing the
public mingd, which some of the ultra-northern papers, were about to
mislead, in regard to a vesolution submitted in the Senate some time
hefore, proposing to abrogate the eighth article of the Ashburton treaty,
s0 as to effect some change in the existing plans for the suppression of
the Alrican slave trade. This, it wassaid, was preparatory to a move
forthe renewal of that trade; and this assertion received some
shadow of plansibility, from the fact that an irresponsible and cor-
rupt sheet in Charleston, South Caroling, advocated the 1'enevgal;
now every one knows that sentiments emanaiing trom such a section,
and such a source, are not the exponents of southern views; and in
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our opinion, merit naught but that silent contempl
speaks as thoweh saeh o press had no existence.

Wa submit the whole of the report as published, becauge fits
statistical vadue, and beeanse of the character of the merﬁbe?'s u.}
the comnmitiee from which it came, M. Clayton, who is a memho.
of that committes, we regard as one of the best imformed statesmel
i Congress, not ouly on our loreign policy in general, but oy :a
yuestions relating to Alviea, and the slave trade.” The fact that he
agreed to this veport precludes the idea of his ler.ding Lis name to such
an atrocity, as the renewal of the slave trade, and we thas refer toy
him becanse he is iu the opposition 1o the majority on the com.
mitteo.

» which acty gq

Wasminaron, Wednesday, June 21,

The following is the Repoet submitted to the Senate in secret ses.
siou on the proposal to abrogate the Treaty with Great Britain i
regard Lo the suppression of the slave trade on the coast of Africa:

[convivnNTIAL,]

Beport of the Commiltee on Foreign Relativus, (of the Senate,) on «
resodution veladive o the abrogalion of the eighth Article of the
Lreaty with Greal Britain of the Qth August, 1842, providing
Sor mintaining @ Naval force on the coust of Afivica, §e. -

The committee on Foreign relations, to whom was referred the
resolation submitted by My, Sroern, on the 20th May, 1854, «That
i the opinion of the Menato it i+ expedient and in conformity with
the Tnterests and sound poliey of the United States, that the 8th ar-
ticte of the Treaty between this Govermment and Great Britain, of
the 9th ol August, 1842, shonld be abrogated; and that shonld the
President of the United States concur in this opinion, he be requested
o siguify, to the Govornment of GGreat Britain, in conformity with
the Yth article of that treaty, the wish of this Government to ter-
minate the said Sth article,” have had the same under consideration,
and now respect{ndly report: ' v

That by the Sth article of the treaty with Great Britain, made at
Washington on the Hth o August, 1852, commonly known as the
Ashburton Treaty, “the parties mutually stipulate that ‘each shall -
prepare, equip, and maintain in seevice, on the Coast of Alfrie, a
suflicient and adequate squadron, or naval foree of vessels, of suita-
ble numbers aud deseviptions, to carry in all not less than 80 guns,
to enforce separvately and respeetively the laws, rights, and obliga-

of each of the two countries, for the suppression of the Slave
3 the said squadrons to b independent of each other, but the
soveruments stipulating nevertheless, to give such orders to the
rs commanding their respective lorces, as shall enable them most
nally 1o aet in coneert and co-operation, upon mutual COH‘SU]-
* = ~~igencies may arise, for the attainment of the true object
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of this article, copies of all such 91‘(1(:‘1"5 to be communicated by each

government to the other, respectively.”™ v _

By the 11th articles of the same treaty, it is declared that the Sth
article shall be in foroe for five years from the date of exchange of
the ratification, and afterwards until one or the other party shall
signify a wish to terminate it. o .

“The policy of stipulations of this kind with any foreign power,
may well be questioned on general grounds; but your committee do
pot think it necessary to enter upon so large and debatable a field of
discussion, and  will confine themselves to an examination of the
question, whether, admitting the propriety and expediency of the
measure at the time ot its adoption, with the imperfect or erroneous
information then possessed, it may not be proper and expedient now
to abrogate it. It was then supposed that the most eflicient mode of
suppressing the Slave trade, was to employ numerous cruizers on the
coast of Alrica, and the very caption of the treaty indicates the re-
wlts that were expected to be obtained by it. It is entitled ¢ A
treaty to settle and define the boundaries between the territories of
the United States and the possession of Her Britanic Majesty in
North America, lor the final suppression of the African Slave trade,”
& It was believed that the best point for the employment of a
naval force for the attainment of an-object which the people and
aovernment of the United States desired quite as earnestly as Her
Britanic Majesty and her subjects, was the coast of Alrica. An
experience of twelve years has demonstrated the fallacy of that
opinion.

Large squadrons Lave been kept up during that period by the two
powers, at an enormous expense in mouey, with a lamenlable loss
of life and destruction of the health of the officers and men employed
in that noxious climate. And what has been the resuit? Let the
record show.  The DBritish squadron comprises several steamers,

. comting in all 27 vessels, carrying about 300 guns, and 3,000 men.
The annnal expense of the squadron, £706,450—about $3,500,000.
This is the expense proper of the squadron. That of auxiliary es-

" tablishments on the coast connected with this service, and which

might otherwise be dispensed with, is estimated at £300,000 to
£300,000. Take the lowest figure, and you have $1,500,000 to add
to the direct cost of the squadron, making a total annoal expendi-
ture of five millions of dollars. [n 1845 alone, the number of deaths

of officers and men was 259, and of officers and men invalided, 271,

The United States have four vessels and 80 guns on the coast of

Alrica, being about vne-eighth of our whole naval force afloat; and,

as the estimated expense of the navy, after deducting special objects,
such as the transportation of the mail in steamships, improvement
of navy yards, &e., is 498,351,171, the annual cost of this squadron
way be fairly caleulated at $800,000, or $1,000,000 per year. This,
it will be observed, is considerably less than the cost per gun of the

British squadron, which is about $11,700. i

[tis a subject of congratulation, however, that for the last four
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vears tho mortality of our officers and men employed in thi gy
bears a favorable comparison with that of other Stvalior?s “;}S?Iche
Navy Department attributes to the extraordinary sanitary s, the
adopted by the officers of the squadron. J

Irance at one time obligated herself to keep up an equ)

M Hhae A tin! B . ~ v . re
with Great Britain on the Coast of Alvica, say 26 vessels: tElulaﬁ foree
the engagements too onerous, she applied to the B itish éolxlf ‘ndmg
for a modification of the treaty, which was conceded, and :l]]nmem
has only twelve vessels so emploved. There are no P,l‘e(‘ise del“”“'
which the expenditure of France can be established, but’eqtina o
it by the proportion of vessels employed, say 12 10 26, it \wo;?c;"l],g
about $1,600,000.  The annual joint expeniture of Enrrl,an \
and the United States, thus appears to be $7,400,000,"

My, e, the chairman of the select committee of the Hougs of
Commons appointed to investigate this quostion, stated on the l19t}
of March, 1850, « that the number of slaves exported from Amc;
had sunk down in 1843, the very year of the negotiation of the Ash.
burton Treaty, to very nearly 30,000. In 1843 it rose to 55000 .
in 1846 it was 76,0005 in 1847 it ‘was 84,000, and was then ina
state of unusual activity,” Sir Cuarres [ovrman, who commanded
for soveral years on the coast of Africa, and who is one of the most
distinguished officers of the British Navy, on Lis examination befors
the select committee, thus replied to the querics propounded 1o
him ¢ :

“ Was the forco under your command in a high state of discipling,
generally speaking 1"

“I thought so.”

“Were your views carried out by the officers under your command
to entire satisfaction 17 .

“ Tintirely s0,” .

“ What was the result of your operations; did you succeed in
stopping the slave trade?”

N,

« Did you cripple it to such an extent as is in your opinion calcu.
ated to give to the slave trado a permanent check.”

“ NoJ

“ Do you consider that the slave trade has been generally regu-
lated by the strength and efliciency of the British squadren on the
eoast, or by the commercial demand for slaves "

“ I consider that it is entively dependent upon the commercial
demand (or slaves, aud has little or no connection with the squad-
ron.” ’

“You think that the present system is open to many grave ob-
jections on other accounts, and that it will not succeed !”

« Bxperience has proven the present system to be futile.”

The 1otal vesult of the operations of our squadron, during the
twelve years, has been the capture of 14 vessels.

The African slave trade has, it is believed, been emirely suppl‘essr.‘d
in Brazil, and in this hemisphere, the remaining colonies of Spain, Cuba

fheasures

di Fl'aﬂCE,
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and Porto Rico are its only mavis.  Your committee think that, if
the American flag be.sull emplpyrd in this netarl_ous traffic now pro-
yibited by every christian nation, and s‘urreptitxously tolerated by
gpain alone, the sz11§e can be more gﬁﬁcm:ntly co-n'ected by the em-
Joym nt of our cruisers in the vicinity of those islands.

It would seem superfluous on the part of your committee to say
that, in commending the adoption of lhe resolution under considera-
ion, they repudiate the most remote intention of relaxing in any
demree the stringency of our legislation on the subject of the Afri-
e slave trade.  Jts continuance, while it is so justly odious on
woral grounds, is in every way prejudicial to our convmercial and
agricultoral futerests. : ‘

The abrogation of the 8th article of the Ashburton Treaty does
wot necessar.ly imply the purpose of withdrawing our squadron
from the coast of Africa. A portion of it, ind-ed; must necessarily
be retained there to protect oor commerce. Its only effect will be
t enable the Bxecutive to employ the force stationed there at any
other point where i's services may be more useful.  We would still
be bound by the — article of the Treaty of Ghent, to use in the
langnage of the article, “our best endeavors- to promote the destra-
ble object of the entire abolition of the slave trade.” And none can
doubt that it will continue to be faithfully observed, as it has hereto-
fore been, in letter and spirit.

Your committee recommend the adoption of the resolution.

This report was agreed to by Messrs. Masow, Suipery, Crayrox,
Doveras and Wenire.

It was with pleasure we suw such a wove, in such a quarter, for
we hoped to see it take the direction we have long desired, and for
years advocated, viz: that of combining with the armed blockade of
the coast, a system of colonization, or settlement of the coast with
communities of American negroes. With these views wo comuu-
nicated to the Washington papers several articles on the subject.
This was followed up by the introduction of a proposition into the
Renate, by Senator Pettit, proposing to give the American Coloniza-
tion Bociety $250,030 to enable her to establish a line of steam-ships;
between this country and Afvica, and likewise proposing to form a
more eflicicnt preventive system than that now existing under the
treaty stipulations with England.

This proposition, althongh probably not quite pertect in form and
fernis, contained true merit, and might have been perfected by a
little con-ideration ; and would have farnished al} that colonization-
ists desire just now—and in our opinion had friends enough in Gpn-.

L gress o earry it through both houses; but just at this juncture, some
of the managers of our enterprise, became alarmed, least this move
should be associated with the proposition of a Charleston paper to
renew the African slave trade, and thereby iwplicate us in that vil-
lainous scheme.  ‘I'his, as might have been expected, so divided the -



sentiment of the members of Congress friendly 1o our
that we considered it politic not to press the question

mome eflort has been made to obiain the outline o
on which to unite the sentiments of colonizationiss
the following put forward by the State Society o
we have seen : ’

appropriation,
at that time,

fa Proyositioy,
18, and we (fiy;
F inois (e best

“Waogeruas, The pommillee on foreign relaticns, in the U, S. Sep.
ate, h.as lut.c:ly supu‘ntlufl a report to that body, favorable 1o 1ln—.»al;-
rogation of the 8th article of the Asburton treaty, which repor i
nearly as follows: -

Aud whereas, we deem tllxe agitation of the subject introduceq 1y
the above report of great importance, from the consider
the absolute withdrawal of the squadron would be impolitic at this
time, and highly prejudicial to the interests of our young colayies,
while at the smme time we gaunot but coneur in the opinion theye
expressed, that the existivg plan for the suppression of the Alvica
stave trade is manifestly defective, and believing that the existence
ol treaty stipulations there is a reflection upon the Americay gove
erument, implying a want of spontaneous benevolence, while (e ex-
penditare of H1O00,000 per annum upot our squadron of 80 guys,
s vot attended with vesults such as should justify this eutlay, ang
believing that small swilt armed steamers or vessels, having ikl the
nuther of guns, and waintained at half the expense of cur African
squadron, could be suceessfully employ ed on the Alvican coast in thay
service.

And whercas, sound policy and humauity suggest that a portion
ol said aunnal appropriation for the snppression of the slave trade,
should be devoted 1o the work of settling the African coast with
colonies similar to Liberin.  Therelore,

Resoleed, Phat we reconmiend to the consideration of our sena.
tors and vepresentatives in Congress, the following outline of
meisure that we believe will render general sati-faction:

Let it be enacted, "Thatthe secretaty of the navy shall cause o be
fitted out s stenmers, cuch bearing ——— guns, making in all 2
squadron of - guns, to be employed on the Alvican coast, as our
African squadron, tor the suppression of the slave trade. .

And be it further enacted, That the sum of two hundred and fitly
thousand dollars be and is hereby appropriated to be paid annudlly,
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 1o the
order of the board ol directors of the American Colonization Society,
forethe purpose of enabling said socicty to establish a line of steam
vessels, cousisting ol two steamer —said steamers shall each wake
three trips within the year, and as near as possible, at regular inter-
vals, alternately belween the ports of New York, Baltimore, Noriulk,
Savannah and New Orleans, to the we-t coust of Afrien, touching at
such places as said society shall direct. S

And be it further enacted, The government of the United Staie:

ation thyy
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shall have the privilege of transporting on said steamers to and from
west Africa, the government mails, and likewise tons of gov-
ernment stores, each tip. ‘

And be'it further enacted, That so soon as the foregoing arange-
nents are eflected, as a substitute for the existing plan of suppressing
s slave trade, the president shall take the necessary steps to dis-
solve the agreement now existing petween this government and that
of Great Britain, found in the Sth article of the Ashborton and

Webster treaty.”

This proposition is a modification of the Indiana proposition, and
provides against the objection that may be advanced by the abolition
press, in regard to the abrogation of' the treaty.

"It has been considered of doubtful expediency, by some ol the

Jdvocates of colonization. to now agitate a change’of our national

paliey in regard to the African slave irade—or to propose an exam-

ination of the system of an armed blockade, or the abrogation of
the treaty stip il itions thereon.  Now, with all respect to those who
differ from u= on this point, we must agree with the Senate report, and
tegard the Binglish policy of the blockade, as {utile, and further, we
regard the mainienance of her vast squadron, on the Alrican coast,
as having a two-lold end to answer, for after the searching investi-
gation which took place a few years ago, in both houses of Parlia-
ment, in regard to the atility of this blorkade, which resulted in
showing its inefficiency, we must believe that © the ministry ** have
sot only the preventive scheme in view. for which we give them
all eredit; but likewise they are thus enabled to present to the peo-
pieol England a popular pretext forsustaining an expensive navy and
naval list, during a time of peace, so as to be prepared for a time of
war, without which pretext the Commons might grumble at ap-
prrently unnecessary taxation. ‘

But fo return to the question of the abrogation; we do not think

it possible to enlist our southern statesmen generally, in the work ol

Alrican colonization by the general government, anly asa substitote

lor some system already recognized, if this can be done it should be

done, but it not, for our own part we can see no sound objection ta
presenting it to them as a means of effecting the suppress.on ol the
sve trade. The fact that a few unprincipled men in the south
have broached the ven-wal of that trale, is no reason why we
should aband yu our ground on this question. Indeed, those men in the
extreme south are not the exponents of the -entiment ol the south on
this que<tion.  The Charleston Mercury and its sympathizers are too
“contemptible at home, to be the ~ubject of serious consideration by
their neighbors ; but oug northern press, quoting them us authority,
magnified them to a power of monstrous propo: tons, and manufac-
tur s out of them political capital to serve political ends. <
In place of the Charleston Mercury being the exponent of south-

thern sentiment on this subject, we submit a few extracts Irom a

comnunication of Gov. Howell Cobb, of Georgia, one of the best
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informed men-of the south to the New kR T ,
21, 1854, in which he says: o York Evangelis. dug Sept
u "j‘lw south is now, as it ever has been since the trade bec
lawful, vrrERLY OPPOSED TO 118 REVIVAL, No doubt, sir, ity
afford you much pleasure if the facts would permit you o :w.“ !
much for the north.  LKxcase me, sir, it seems surpriéing thalf).m
should entertain a doubt with regard to southern sentiment nn}lr'\},
subject,  With a coast extending {rom Maryland 10 T "
facility abundant and at hand, what is there now,
heretolore, to prevent 11}6 south carrying on this trade, had it b,
so disposed?  And il disinclined 1o the direct 1rade with Alrieg
what iy there now, or has there been heretoliore, to prevent indiyey
trade by way of Cuba?” '

anme yy-

exas, every
ov has there p .y

Mr., Cobb furher says: .

“On this subject, with regard to my native State, (Georgia,) 1 cay
be very explicit—positive. ~ You will perceive that thebpuwey ol
prohibiting the African slave trade is in the Federal Gonstitation, but
an dmplicit power—powers of this kind lie dormant ung) th-v are
put into exireise by legislation,  Congress passed an act, in 1805
prohibiting this trade after the first day of Januvary, 1808, Ty
vears.belore this period, that ix, 1798, Georgia included in her cop.
stittion this article: «There shall be no importation of slaves into
this State from Africa, or any foreign place, alter the first day of
October next.”  For the purpose ol carrying fully info effect the
provisions of her constitution and the act of Congress of 1807,
thirty-seven years ago, only one year after the organization of the
Colonization Society, provision was made for turning over to i
society any African slaves which might be introduced into the State.
There oceurs in the last mentioned act this remarkable cluse:
“Ilis Lxcellency the Governor is authorized and requested w
aid in promoting the benevolent views ol said society, in such m v
ner as he may deen expedient.” 8o stands, this day the consiite
tion and law of Georgia, 1 regret that I am not prepared to make
an investigation of this subject, oy respects the sonthern States; bt
Iapprehended that aw examination will show efficient legislat.on oy
the part of each ol them a< is that of G orgia; for a conmon pur-
pose would necessarily suggest common action.” .

There is not one leading, or influential paper in the Mn{lh, “.h“'r“
advocates the opening o1 the slave trade, with the exception of the
Charleston Mercury.  The southern papers, generally commend Hs
letter of Gov, Cobb, in which the above sentiments were expressed.

As this whole subject is one of growing importascs, around which
additional interest is gathering yearly, | have ventored ,'”,”’“j
open it up for your cousiderdtion and reflecion; and it glv:.", ;['.L
great pleasure to inform vou that in visiting the adjoining dtales
we find that the position of Indiana in regard to the questionv
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colonization, is considered a wise and important position, which will
not be without its influence on therp. '

[ have refrained [rom speaking of the doings of the board during
\he five wonths last passed ; knowing thatt is the intention of Mr.
Mills to cover that ground. .

Respectfully submitted,

J. MITCHELL.






