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SENATE CHAMBER,
Ino1aNAPOLIS, January 14, 1853, §

Rev. James MitonpiL,
Agent of the Indiana Colonization Society.

Sir:—] have the honor to trapsmit to you the following enclosed
resolution adopted by the Senate, this day, to which an early reply
is respectfully requested.

Resolved, That the Agent of the Indiana Colonization Society,
be requested at ag early & day as practicable, to furnish the Senate
a statement in relation to the operations of said agency during the
year, 1852, the amount of money that has been expended out of
the State Treasury for said objects, the number of colored persons,
if any, that have signified a willingocss to cmigrate to Liberia, and
all facts in his possession in relation to eaid population within this

" State,

Adopted by the Senate, January 14, 1853.
GEO. L. SITES,
Secretary of Senale.

InpranAroLss, January 29, 1853,

Hown. A. P. WiLraRD.
President of the Senate.

Deaxr Stri—1I have the honor to submit the following statement,
in answer to the foregoing resolution of inquiry adopted by your
body on the 14th instant, requiring an exhibit of the siato of the
colomization enterprise. Youra, with reapect,

J. MITCHELL.



REPORT.

T the President and members of the Senate of the State of Indiana!

Cexrneyer @ We respectfully subumit & briel answer to your res-
olntion of inquiry communicated by your Secretary on the 1dth
ingtant, in regard to the operation of the colonization agency of
Indiana, the amount paid out of the State Treasury for the work of
colonization, and the nnmber of colored persons who have emigra-
tod from our Statc during the year 1852, together with the disposi-
ion of our colored people to emigrate.

There has been no regularly organized agency in this State dmr-
ing the year 1852, owing to the fact that our old State society has
hean disbanded, snd the whole interests of the euterprise placed at
the disposal of the State and under her management.

Ag to the amount exponded out of the appropriation for 1852,
nothing has been expended. Part of the sum appropriated is de-
gigned for the purehase of land 3n Liberia, and as the negotiations
in regard thereto aro not yet completed, that pait of the fands
cemains untouched in the treasury. The remnant designed to aid
emigrants, cannot be drawn from tho treasury until the appropria-
Hon law is in foree—this delay hag been unfortunate, for many cmi-
grants ave now ready to go ouf, so soon as tho Ticcessary menns can
he furnished,

[t is with pleasure we stante the namber of applicants for trans-
portation i8 increasing; but the check given, beeanse of the un-
published state of the appropriation law has been somewlhat inju-
vlots 10 ohr cause, from which embarrassments, we pray.that your
action will relieve the enterprise.

We wonld respectfully suggest a slight change in your coloniza-
iion poliey founded on the obscrvations of last year. ltis indis-

ensably necessary - to the vigor of the enterprise, that the State

oard be ompowered and required to appoint an agent to carry ou}
the objects of its creation. 1t is necessary that such an agency be
provided by the Jugislative department,. for the following reason.

It is too often the case that the landable expenditares of an
existing administration are made the subjects of unjust animadver-
gion by the opposition—hence, the disposition to guard sgainst
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this danger—and in doing 8o, retrenchment takes place where the
people require no such retrenchment; and necessary offices and
bencvolent institutions arve the first suflerers.

In this light wo respectfully ask you to assnme the responsibility
of ereating a permanent office, having for its object tle interosts
of colonization, and sustained by o emall salary of, say w——o .
dollars per annum. Iov & year or so this office should be #illeq
by an oflicer empowered to organize tho work in the State. Bt
subsequently sound poliey will require that the salary you appro-
priate to its support, should e used to snstain a colored agency,
filled by 2 man of color devoted to the separation of the ruces,
and colonization in Afrien. Such an agency will do more to pro.
dunce emigration than any other or all other measures of policy
that yon can adopt, and will be of tenfold more advantage to our
onterprisc than the small sum reqnired to sustain it. Nor will i
he ont of place to state, that several cnergetic men of color are
now ready to enter on suel & work—in which event the whole case
will assume the character of an agresment botween the white and
eolored inliabitants of Indiann, to quietly and amicably separate—
the moro fortunate and stronger race, aiding the weaker and less
fortunate. :

When our enterprise airives at this stags, Indiana will present
a noble spectacle and bright example to the sister States now cov
cred with a portentions political gloom—and her measnres on the
negro question. like cornscations of light—will flash up and over
our gloomy political horizon, showing others the was of sccurity.

Or shwnld not the State wish to assume the control of those ne-
cessary agencies, she can require the old Board of Colonization te
reorganize, and give them the power to aid the State officers by
counsel and otherwise, nnd thus a wmon of the two bodies would
give greater stability to your policy, and & promiss of greater en-
ergy. The old assucialion is composed of the Dhest of men, and
their long experionce will. be a warrant for the wisdom of their
action 3 to snch n Board thus composed, you may leave the mode
of expending your appropeiation, employiog an ageot, ete., requir-
ing a vegular report on tho subject. '

Humamty, as well as the reputation of your State, demand
benevolent meastres in regard to your colored inhabitants: and
undoubtedly Indiana will be infinitely the gainer by such, for with
her woll digested geparation policy firmly based on the rights of
races, she can calinly mnd securcly rear her head above tho yet
distant, but surcly pending storm; the conjuring spirit of which is
the demon of sluvery—and in the midst of futnre agitation she
will be prepaved to weet all the possible forms of that strife, for
she will prescut alike a brazen and unbroken frout on her narth-
east border, to that crude and thoughtless benevolence which.
would Alrieanize & continent, given by Providence to the white
1aces, and the equally unjust aggressions of the South whereby
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she would throw off, and foree upon a homogenous, peaceful apd
Jemocratic people. and incompatible and servile race, to disturh the
epablican institutions of your commonwenlth.

In the mame of tlumaands.of your fellow-cliinens, wo thank you
for the attenlion you have given this subject, and close this com.-
munication by asking for the present colored inhabitants of
(ndiana all the rights and privileges that you can possibly render
them in view of their ;;radmﬂ:y forming designs to emigrate; for
it should not be forgotten that it is the caltivated and thinking por-
tion of them, who are most disposed to fly fromn theiv present de-
prosed stato, ghowing cicarly that cdueation refines their feelings
and makes an egcape from degradation desirable.

T hope the Scnate will pardon tho brevity of this communication
¢n 8 subjeet 80 important; but for further information on the points
eonnected with ity we reler to the report of last year, found in the
Documentary Journal of 1852, in which the following points are
discussed, which f the Sunate dusirve, can be revised and published
for distribation.
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Ishonld aaddd thak the sum approprinted last year, alibough not
duwn from tho trawsary, Is devobed, and such action has been taken
on the faith of the Tew that so goon n8 we can get anthority, we
will deaw  and judiciously expend the whole som.  President
Roberts has boen divectud by the government of this State to draw
onit for $3.000G, so soon as the land  asked of Liberin has been
sorveyed and placed to our credis.  As to the vemaining 2,000, it
Hlewise Ims been devotad by promise to the porsons who have
vlaced themselves on the cimigration list,

A word may not be out of place in regurd to the general fecling
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of tho people of the State on the subject of your colonizatiop polig
It is not saying too much to remark, that your separation polgc'
gives general satisfaction, and an attempt 10 unsettle it o changs
its essential character will be the canse of restlessnesy and gener%;l
digpleasure; a thing, however, which we do not apprehend, for
your action hag shown that your State berevolence CO!ISiSﬁ’ngt
alone in word, but in deed. ’
Respectfnily submitted,
JAMES MITCHEL),.
Indianapolis January 29, 1853,



"APENDIX.

EPARATION POLICY OF INDIANA AS DISCLOSED IN HE
T3S CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION, | o PUBLIO ACTS,

ARTICLE XIII.
NEGROES AND MULATTOLS.

Secrion 1. No Negro or Mulatto shall come into, ov settle in,
the State, aftor the adoption of this Constitution,

Smo. 2, All contracts made with any Negro or Mulatto coming
into the State, contrary to the provision of the foregoing section,
ghall be void ; and any peorson, who shall coaploy such Negro or
Mulatto, or otherwise encowrage hiln to remain in the State, shall
b fined in any snm not less than ten dollars, nor maore than five
bundred dollats. .

Sra. 8. All fines which may bo collected for a violation of the
provisions of this articls, or of any law which may hereatter be -
passed for the purpose of carrying the same iato exacution, shall
be set apart and appropriated fox the colonization of guch Negroes
aud Mufattoes, and thoir descondants, as may be in the State ot the
sdoption of this Constitution, and may De willing to emigrata.

8r0. 4. The Goenoral Assembly shall pass laws to carry out the
provisions of this article. ' )

Thirteenth. At tho timo of submitting this Constitution to the
dectora for their approval or disapproval, the article numbered
thirteen, In relation to Nogrocs and R’Iulattoea, shall be submitted
s 8 distinet proposition, in the following form; ** Exclusion and
~ Oolonization of l%egr()es and Muolattoes,” “Aye® or ¢ No.” And
- if o majority of the votes cast shall be in favor of said articls, then
~ the same shall form a part of this Constitution ; otherwiso, it shall
be void, and form no part thereof.

Eetract Jrom the dddress of the Constitutional Convention on the
: subject.

That all fines collected for any hreach of this article shall be ap-
B.—52,
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plied to the colonization of so many of the Negroes and Mulaitges
now in this State, as may desire to emigrate,

As to any further provision for eolonization, it is left to future
legislation. A majority of the Convention were of opinion that
the true intercst alike of the white eitizens of this State and of it
colored inhabitants, demand the unitimate separation of the rages .
and that, as the negro eannot obtain, among us, equal social and
political rights, it is greatly to be desired that he should find & fee
home in other lands, where public opinien imposes npon color nej.
ther social disabilities nor political disfranchisement,.

No additions] disability, not found in the old Congtitntion, is
imposed by thenew, on Negroes or Mulattoes, or their descendants
who may be in the State at the fime of theadoption of the amended
Constitution.

The above congtitutional provision was adopted by a larger ma.
" jority than that given to the rest of the Constitution ; the unprece-
dented majority being 91,955 for the separate suiticle.

A JOINT REZOLUTION on the nu_w'cplor tho Blave Trade, and for the purpoas of Uslonizalon,

[Arrrovep Maron 4, 1852.]

Wraeneas, Considerations of philanthropy and patriotism afike
demand an earnest effort to suppress the African Slave trade, 8o
long a reprodch to th: Christian world, and a base ontrage upon

“an unfertunate race of our fellow-men: Anp wnrereas, The
prajseworthy efforts heratofors ‘employed for that purpose have
proved ineffectual: Therefore, ' o S

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That
it is the judgement of said General Assembly that spme other and
more efficient policy should be adopted on that subject. ~
- Resolved, further, That it is the judgment of said General As-
sembly that it is the duty of the Governirent of the United States
of Amiericg, ag the leading nation of the world, i advancing and
maintaining the canse of ¢ivil and religious liberty, and 's;me%i_'of:a_é
' ting the unforbinate condition of menkind everywhere, by all pros
per and lawful meats to use the necegsary powers to orih effectus
ally this revolting piracy.” =~ = 7 o

Resolved, jfurther, That reason dictates, and experience has
shown, that this cxime againat our race, and the just laws of God,
can be more cortainly put down thun by any plan heretofore tried,
by the planting end rearing to maturity' and power, colonis] Biates
upon the African coast, with republican forms of government, from
the fres black population ot the Upited States; and that, it is the
duty of the Congress of the United States, and of the Legislatures
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of each of the States of this Union, to enact such laws in harmony
with each other, as would promote a general system of eolonization
not only for the purpose of suppressing the Atrican slave trade,
bat also to separate, as far as possible,-the white and black race
apen this cﬁntinent——-l?y .senrhng: off, where they might consent to
it, all colored persons in the Umtpd States, except those who may
be held to service, tosuch colonial States, without cost, and pro-
viding for their comfort ther(? for a reasonable period aftorwards ;
thus making some c()mpenaatmn. fo an injured race for the wrongd
and opprossions of agoes, and yelieving ourselves from &. population
ghich, although among, can never ‘be' of us, in soctal or political
vights; and for that causo aro at all-times liablo to become a sonves
of public chargs, I.‘:.nd of pub‘hc. annoynnce in ench State where they
may reside, and of causing irvitation and bad neighborhood in the
’feeﬁngg of tho States themselvos. o .
Resolved, further, That our Senators in Congress be instructed,
sad-our Represontatives requestod, to use their efforts to procure
the passage of laws by the Congress of the United States, and thai
all the sisbor Bintes of this Ul}ion bo likowise earnestly requested to
eo-operate, by similar laws, for the promotion of the foregoing ob-
jechs. . .
! Resolved, furthor, That the Govornor forward a eopy of these
yegolutions ko ench of our Senators and Representatives in Con-
ress, to the Governors of all the States in the Union, and to the
Eeads of the leading Golenization Societies in tho United States
and that he be requested to open o correspondence with such Socie-
ties, and othor persons, within his discrction, who may be devoted
to the objects aforesuid, with a view to elicit information generally,
apon the subjuet, and cspecially to obtain plans best caléulated to
promote tho objects above contemplateds And that he be further
requested to lay such information before the Goneral Assembly of
this State at its next snnunl mooting, with such recommoendations
tonching them and the cause of colonizstion, 88 to him shall sesm
sdvisable. : _

THY LAW PROVIDING FOL A BTATE ORGANIZATION,

AR ACT providing for the Oclonlzabfou af mogroes swl mulattoes snd thalr decondaots, nﬁd appre-
winting 8,000 dolinee theefor, onnn!.i!.ul!ng a Btato Boa? of Oolonizailen, declaring tha dutler of satd
Board, aud of Btate Prongarer nnd Oounly Lronsnvgrs ln velaton theeeto, -

[Arrrovep Arzo, 28, 1852.]°

Seorrow 1, Re it enacied by the General Assembly of the State
of Indiena, That for the purposo of cdlonizing negroes, mulattoes,
snd their descendants, that woro residents of this State on the first
day of November, one thoussnd cight hundréd and fifty-one, and
shall continue to reside in this State, that the sum of five thousand
doliars is appropriated out of tho State Treasury for the year one

|
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fined in any sum not less than ten dollars nor more than five hup.
dred dollars. ' :

Ske. 8. This act shall apply only to contracts made with negroes
and mulatioes subscquent to the passage of this act.

Szo. 9. Any pegro or mulatto who shall come into or sette in
this State contrary to, and in violation of the prowisions of the con-
stitution, and of the first section of this act. shall be fined in any
sum not less than ten, nor more than five hundred dollars.





