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7 ‘forewcrd
This is a tentative study of the gas experience of
the 33rd Division Along the Meuse during World War I.
This study is not presented as a definitive and official
history, but is reproduced for current reference use

within the Military Establishment pending the publica-

tion of an approved history.
The author was assisted in his research by XKr. Guy

Fo Goodfqllow and_lrso Charlotte M. Bolin.,

Note to Readers Comments and suggestions relative
to aocuracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and
may be transmitted to the Chief, U.S. Army Chemical Corps
Historical Office, Army Chemical Centsr, Maryland.
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. .OCTOBER 1918 ..

i - ...0m the first day of the Meuse-Argome offensive, Bullard’s III Corps,:
along the Meuse, was %o advance to a position above Brieulles-sur-Neuse.

On the second day the corps was to eross tho. river and outflank the eneny
artillery and observation positions on the heights east of the Msuse. -

s When the left and center ot III Coi‘po doloyed halfway to the Army

X3 jootivo on tho i‘irst day, the onemy recovered from his flight and from

+d superior positiona on both sides oi‘ tho nédéé stopped the advance of III |

Corps botore Brioulles with deadly ooourato artillery and maohino 5un

fire and with gas. ‘ 1

i For almost two woeks, under ceaseless harassing fire with HE and 5&3,

M the 33rd Dinsion, on the right flank of III Corps, held its positions
along the Meuse. On 8 October it splii'; its forces and crossed the river

' in an effort to take the heights by frontal assaulto Weakened by the gas
casualties aufi‘erod wost of tho lleuso, tho division was in no condition to
- undortako such an assaulto Both east and west oi‘ tho Meuse there were to

4 be nhnoat twioo as many gns oasuultios and HB oamaltiea. In the apinion

4 of one o1‘ tho division nodioal offioors, "ovory offioor and man in tho '
s~ aahocling ol %he Sivigicr. Luinc owniy

- ,_,‘_'.

u-..y ir o sratEm J- Tr il TE H g
tingooonear “the front, was gusod to some dogreo during the oporations

olong the Meuse river.

- mrme e a e et~ T
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26 “(Med Dept Box 3704, fol 1).
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Division, working with combat battalions and in other organiutims opora-
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.- "Despite, or, possibly because of, the level of gas discipline theat seems
to have been maintained __1n the division, and the deep concern for gas dis~
cipline by the higher command, it was gas mask exhaustion as much as battle
exhaustion that wore out the division. This is the study ot'_e,divieion that

was gassed incessantly until it broke down. -

Gas Discipiine ' .-

‘ The 33rd Divieion, known from its 1nsignia as the Yellow Cross Didsion,
was organized at Camp Loga.n, Texae, in August 1917 from Illinois National
Guard units brought up from duty along the Rio Grande. The division oom--
prised the 129th and 130th Regiments, 65th Brigede, under Brigo Gen. Edward
Lo King; the 13131; and 132nd Regiments, Geth Brigade, under Brigo Gono Paul
Ao Wolf; the 58th FA Brig_ado (which did not join the division in France until
after the‘warjs ‘and machine gun, engineer, signal, and sanitary train ocom-
ponents. In command of the division was Maj. Gen. George Bell, Jr., “known
to the whoiellReguler ery as perhaps the most exacting inspector genenal 7
that was ever in 1t.%2 '

By Febru;ry 1918 the cnstomary administrotive and personnel diff;oulties
of organization had been aufficiently resolved to begin intensive training

and echboling of the divieion, duri.ng whi.eh “the i.nram;ry ras given tours of

soiLserid B e

duty in a eystem ef trenehee and was su‘bjected to gas ettaoke errenged by

er

RERSE S PE RN RS C R NV B A NS o T 1oAU Tty
the Bri.tieh end Frenoh instruotors o einulete as closely as poeaible eotual
Taccrd of MraospoAsT &l o Thn LD BT

—

2

Majo-Gen. Robert Lo Bullard, Personalitiee and Reniniecensee of the War
(new York 1925), po268sc vi- E T i
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battle conditions of the Allied Western 'front ™S “wewt o erdur. sezsisting

In April the division received over 7,000 recruits; to bring it up to
strength, and a month later sailed for France. Moving to its training area
near ‘Abbeville, the 33rd Division began the program of retraining prescribed
by GHQ AEF, under the eye of the Fourth British Army, and on 4 July, much
e.gainst the wishes of Pershing, four oompe.nies of the 1313t and 152nd In-*-
fantry participated with Austraiian trOOps in a minor operation againat the
town of Hamel east of Amienso' On 9 August the entire 13lst Inf‘antry tock
part in a British operation in the Smmne valleyo In a two-day battle for
Bressalire Iood the 13181: loat 385 oi‘f‘icers and men, and e.nother 370 casual-
ties were suffered in the week that followed as the 131st held the wood
against aimost continuous HE and gas fire.%

On 23 August, the division left the British front for the Toul sector

for final brigade and div1sion maneuvers, and was joined there by the artil-
lery that was to serve it in the coming campaign, the 52nd FA Brigade (27th
Division), under Brigo Gen. George A. Wingate. Two weeks later the division

was placed nnder the XVII French Corps, Second French Army, and entered

3_ . o P ‘. S e

Prederic L. HuidekoPer, The Histog oi‘ the 33rd Division, AcEoFo
(Springfield, 1921),-I,-21. The History by the Division Adjutant, tomprises -
four volumes in the series, Illinols in the World War, the first volume of
which:is the marrative history. - The documentation is complete, ‘but the his-
tory is singularly devoid of any opinion or judgment. Nowhere in the history
is ‘the ‘Division Gas Officer, “lst Lt. W. E. Vawter, mentioned nor ‘does any
record of his appear among the documents.

4

History, 'I, 30, 35 -~ 49; Col Jo Bo Sanborn, CO 131st Inf, Rpt on Opns
of 8 =10 'Aug, 18 Lug (33rd Div 'Box 17,20.1). ":80Is, 131lst ‘Inf, 10 < 19
Aug (same file) indicate that phosgene and/or mstard gas was fired ‘on 131st
Inf positions on every one bf those days.




the l.tno along 8111 miolort Honme«(:unieres, norl;hweat ot ;Verdum, * oonplotlng

the rolior of tho l‘renoh units on tho norning 61‘ 10 Septombor (Map Hoo I)o :
'hother or not it ns the Gresuiro Wood oxporiehco that ulerted the

division, the 33rd, on coning into tho llne had a hlghly gas-oonacloua oom~

man@o ‘ . - -

Wo are now in the igé.a zone area.oooEvery poasiblo precaution will be taken
regarding gaso The Division Commander directs and insists upon strioct eom-
pliance with his directive that gas officers and NCO's be used for no other
purpose oxcept ror gas 1nstmction and enforcement of gas regulationso

The 132nd Infmtry s.etod prohptly in tho oaao of a breach of gas di.scipllnos

It has ‘been observed that men attached to transport and ‘supp ly companlea are
very careless about their helmets and respirators...o.Battalion, eompsny and
platoon commanders will begin at once a thorough inspection of their sectors
to see ghat steel helmets and gas respirators are worn at all times by all

troops.

This concern was also evi dent in an 1n§1_;10nt that occurred on the afternoon
of 13 Septembero Duri.ng a gas méék inspection of Battory D,. 106th FA, a
number of men from the 3rd Battalion, 131st Infantry, the veterans of
Gressaire Wood, stood around and made remarks "to ‘the effeot that gas was a '
joke and, having been under ﬂre several times, they were wlise enough now

not to bother oarrying naakao On mmerous othor ocoasi.ona thoy [l_mﬂ laughod

i

a.nd attamptod %o malne fun of the artilleryman wea.ring ma.skso
f__‘1 1. 2 ,,,-" .& —— ',, - f )
- The* 1ncident ns reported by the ‘battory oommandor as dotrlnental to gaa

3 'xbl »lo’ :» .

disoiplino,'{ and ten in.doraemeuta on hls lotter 1ndicated that the mtter was

Ve ~ ? Ao

not ta.keﬁ lightlyo For one 'lreok, a].l oonpanies of the Sx'cif Eattalion ure -

g

ma sz and 33 132nd Inf 7 and 9 Sep (ssm Div Box zo, ol)o Such
oarolesmoas in disciplino hed been general throughout Atho “division earlier.
See ltr Col E. D. Ardery, CGO II Corps to Asst COfS G- 3, 24 Jul, subs
'.l'ng in 33rd Div (33rd Div Box 11, 55). '

Gas
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N given an-extra hour of gas mask drill daily and hed reed to_ them at each as-

AoTE o
d\i‘* sembly a letter from the 13lst Infantry commander desoribing the offense and
Ee closing with the warning that
3}‘- A continuation of this spirit will result sooner or later in a large number

of casualties in your organization, when in action or subjeot to gas attacks,
and the fact cannot be impressed too strongly upon every man that his life
depends upon strict conformity to orders governing gas defense.

. On the third day of the Sto llihiel operation, the 33rd Diviaion and the
3 79th to i.ts left pasaed to the oomand of Bullerd’s IIX COrps, and prepara-
T tione began for the ooning lleuse-Argonne offensive. During this period
“utmost stress was laid upon the absolute neeeesity for every precaution

R _,:‘ ‘7

ageinst hostile aerial observation and gas ‘attackso ‘Stross was also laid

upon the necessity for quiet and a minimum of novement, to conceal the in-
S tensive preparations Eeing made just behind the front lines for the coming
| assault. A memo from the 65th Brigade commander to division headquarters
reported an outbreak nearbys
We have received very strict orders from your office to keep quiet, ocut of
T sight, and do everything possible to prevént the enemy from thinking any-
N body is here. The 79th on my left is raisipg hell «= machine guns, rifle
o fire, grenades, and heaven knows what. My only hope is that they ere doing

Y 80 yuch the boche will realize they.are a rookie ocutfit and not pay any at-
- , tention to 1t but can't 'you do something to get it stopped1

A I.tr, OO Bty D 106th FL to 00 106th I?A, 13 Sep, subs Gu Diso of Inf‘
and - 10 Inds (33rd Dif Box 46, J4Wo73)e‘ at, EARIRATE . e P S Tt Ot T T W
; .

"“nﬁtog; I,' 68 = 59
. L TR T 30w T Lf')~;‘.‘l ': R I R I

8 3 Al iig S o .
llermo, Brig Gen King to cors 53rd mv. 18 Sep . (3srd Div. Box 13, saols),_

~ - --9 .- l LN B .- -
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Fortunately, as the division history said, most of -the week "was marked by
bad weatherocco Emcﬂ the comparative supineness of ‘the enemy artillery."

On 19 September, a four-page training circular on gas defense, with
particular emphasis on mustard gas, was distributed throughout the division.
This cirouler, which was the first issued by the division to order tempora.ry
evaouation of positions contaminated with mustard gas to altermnate pdsi-
tions, "superseded all gas training oirculars up to that date.”® The divi-

sion was to have need for all the gas discipline it could nust;r. for it

was to be under gas attack every day it spent along the meuse,
On the night of 21 - 22 September, the 4th and 80th Divisions were in-

serted between the 79°h and 33rd, and on 24 September the division received

the order for the attack.

Plan of Attack

The First Army plan was to attack in the direction of Buzancy and
Stonne, with III Corps (including the 33rd Division) on the right maintain-

ing liaison with Claudel's XVII French Corps, holding fast east of the
Meuse, and 'ith I COrps on the far left keeping in touch with the advance of

l[angin's Fourth French Army

Thy T~ avisio o SR
The mission of III Corpa was to advance across the Ruisseau de Forges

i t’:’al 3 -,.-',_)a ™

(!‘orges‘Brool:) north to the Bois de Foret above Brieulles-sur—l{euso, the

9 TR Y, ’ . _ :
Tng Circ 177 (33rd Div Box 10, 500.3). There is no reocord that the of-
ficer and 30 NCO's per week authorired to attend AEF end I Corps Gas Schools
beginning '6 Oot,"did .s0. "By then,' circumstances certainly militated against
ite- (Ltr. TAG ABF to CG 33rd Div, 21 Sep, subs Instru in Gas Def, 33rd Div

Box 47, 56502).




33rd division wheeling and organizing the west bank of the Meuse as quickly

as possible to protect the Army advance (see Map Noo 1l).

The initial objective of III Corps was the enemy's Hagen Stellung, a
geries of trenches extending, west of the Meuse, from north a;nd west of
Malancourt through the Bolis de Forges to the river. Beyond lay the Corps
Objeotive, the Volker Stellung complex, which ran from Montblainville, on
the edge of the Argonne Forest, across the front to Dannevoux. In the III
Corps seotor, it skirted south of llontfauéon, thence between the Bois de
Sachet rand the Bois d'en Dela, and up the east edge of the Bois Jure to

the Meuse. Both enemy positions were to be overrun on the morning of the

first day.

Above the first two enemy positions was the Kriemhilde Stellung, a
defensive belt on this front from the Bois des Ogons to Brieulles-sur-
Meuse, with a second series of positions above that from Andevanne to Dun-
sur-Meuse.1® The Army Objective, through the first line of the Kriemhilde
Stellung and including the heights of Romagne, Cnhel.,‘and Brieulles, was
to be reached during the afternoon of the first dayol Penstration of the
Kriemhilde Stellung was to be completed by exploitation that night.l)

- The 33rd Division was to".attack‘between the Passarelle du Don (a
footbridge séross Forges Brook midway between Bethinoourt and the Moulin

. History, 61 - 62, 65 - 670~ SR
e Yy —ee W e - i R N . PN . [

*i FO 20, First Army, 15 hrs, 20 Sep, par 3(X)5 (U. S. Army in the
World War; "1917-1919 (1948), IX, 87; First Army Box 32).




v
P

| de Raffecourt) and the Meuse, and in one bound take Drillancourt and the Bois

de Forges, advance to Dannevoux and organize the river front from Damevoux
down to Cote de 1'0Oie (Map No. 2) The attack was to be n&o by the ;sth Brig-
ade, with two battalions each of the 15lst and 152nd Infantry in line, reen-
forced by Company A, lst Gas and Flame Regiment, and accompanied by nine
tanks. "Proper precautions Ewero to be] exercised against gas in passing
through woods and low ground.®}2

Opﬁosite III Corps from Malancourt to the Meuse were the 117th end

7th Reserve Divisions. All reserves were east of the Meuse, since Fifth

Army fully expected the next attack, extending the St. Mihiel oﬁoration, to
be made in that sector (Map Noo 3)o The rolling ground before III Corps
gave little observational advantage to the enemy forces on the immediate |
front, but the enemy on the o-ast bank of the Meuse had a clear field of -
observation well to the south of Forges Brook, and his artillery on the
Cotes de Meuse commended both sides of the river.

First Army appears to have been somewhat sanguine about the defensive
value of the Meuse in its note that the river provided *easy protection
fbor tii; ri;ht or east flank of the proposed operation,‘.yot it expressed
some concern about possible ono;lv observation and fire from Hill 382, be-

low Bois Plat-Chene, ‘and from the summits in the Bois de la érande

12 )
FO 23, 33rd Div, 9800 acmo, 24 Sep, esp par 3(h)8 (33rd Div Box 5,

3201)s “In case of an edvance Bois de Forges would undoubtedly be gassed.
It should be cleaned up quickly and vacatedo.® Addenda to Intel Bul 2, :
33rd Div, 20 Sep (33rd Div Box 3, 20.6). But the enemy did not gas the
wood during the attack. : '
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!ontgsn..u; ‘A8 & °result, XVII French:Corps was directed to 5join_’in ‘the pre-
paratory bombardment, to make deep raids at H hour, and to assist Army, III
Corps, and divisional artillery-in san intense 15-minute neutreslization with
yperite of known hostile artillery.and observation points on the Meuse ..

hﬂisht8014 L A

The Halt An'the Corps Objective

A half hour berore nidnight on 25 September corps arbillery began its
preparation i‘or the attacko At 0230 on the 26th the Army arti].l.ery Joined
in, and the 108th Bngineere began conetruotion of nine passagee over the
marsh through which Forges Brook ran, using 12 000 fascines it had pre-
viously preparedo At 0530 the divisional artillery, reenforced by twelve
French batteriee, .began its bombardment of near enemy positions and put a
standing barrage on the Bethincourt-Forges road as the troope came up and
began crossing the marshols There is no evidenoe that III Corps or 33rd
Division aesisted in the neutralizatiou of the Meuse heighteo

Advancing with arhillery and mchine gun barragee and conoealed in

R R = 2

moké'aim ;ormin;“fog. the attank battalions of the €6th Brigade crossed

A v."..a Z.un - “v‘

St
-

rﬁ e oupLa and many it R R
G - 3 Bpt, Piret Amy, 7 Sep (USA in the n‘. n 73 - 74)
s:7%s forses cams dmwun te Uill zasna m oran Lioe ot doston rlsersn Torses

14 ]

FO 20, First Army, 15 hrs, 20 Sep, pars 3(C), 3(H)6, Annex 1, Bmploy-
ment of Arny Arty, 19 Sep (USA in the W, IX, &3, 86.- -87 96)o

g+ Y. H Couval g, . V3% tdlen Ia 2 > TA o

3.8y, )

Of the 80,000 rounds fired by III Corps that day, 33rd Div artillery
fired 36,000 75-mm and 5,000 155-mm rounde (SOI 16, 33rd Div, 25 - 26 Sep,
in 33rd Div- Box 2, 2001)0 L Ten son o fn : o _

N I".-,],

wl
,__,. or
& L

&

Sey “":,7‘

=i

Bl et ITLE T g

et 7, T AR



*a3aygol]

]

~2tax

L

yo42

.0

ety
24N

o e
RIS Lo 0’4

R ’.'O‘zq
:’\“3 o J-:.:'

TR T Yo

o) ‘al(.\:’e
S

3
drioy
-1

>o1i1

3 .
'S nt

‘1" 3

the enemy wire and trenches, met little oppositién, and between 1,000 and
1,330 had flanked the Bois de Forges and reached the Corps and Army Objec-
tives, from Laiterie de Belhaine, east of Dannevoux, down to the eastern
edge of the Bois de Forges, opposite Brabant, between five and seven kilo-

moters from the line of departure. - During the last few hundred yards ad-

vance, reported one battalion, "The entire skyline in front was dotted with

fleeing Boche." ];6 )

In the advance that morning, the 13lst Infantry lost 1.officer and 19
men killed, 2 officers and 131 men wounded, while the 132nd Infantry lost

1 officer and 15 men killed and 72 men wounded, for a total of 241 battle

casualties. Almost 1,400 prisoners had been taken, as well as 42 guns and
mortars and 161 machine gunson

Similarly overruning the enemy forces on theirvi‘ronts, the 80th and
4th Divisions to the left of the 33rd advenced to the Corps Objeotive on

the morning of the 26th and halted there to wait for V Corps, stopped at

Montfaucon, to come abreast. When ordered to contime the advance vrithoﬁt

V Corps,” almost six hours later, it was too late. =The halt st the Corps

Objeetive, yell below Brieulles, had been decisive. The retreating enemy

had stopped and menned his defensive positions in the rear,'as nearby re=-

s ie s BRI 2 1 WA EA TN 4.""'""‘ LAY \" (RIS AR

s.2% 4o adyadce withl- W
serve .forces came. down to £111 gaps in the line and distant resem forces

P

Tar, fhe Xsal Far, Lloon20 T 0T s e BS
le

Hiatorx, I,:69_£f; Opns Bpt,’ CO lst Bn 131st Inf, nodo’ (33rd Div Box
19 -3306) 0= 2 ":-‘;, a1 TF, ;..: : -l - L. .
17.

History, I, 76, 80; Brig Gen Wolf, Opns in the Mort Homme Sector,
nodo (33rd Div Box 15, 33.6); rpt, 13lst Inf Engagement in Forges Wood,

26 Sep (33rd Div Box 19, 33.6).
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Elements of the 5th Bavarian Reserve Division, coming in to support the

117th and 7th Reserve Divisions in the event of attack, had arrived at

Vilosnes at 06515, 26 September. At 1025 the German command learned that the
Americans had broken through the defense line east of Montfaucon, snd at
1156 elements of the division were across the Meuse and on the west edge of

the Bolis du Fayso At 1800, its 12th Regiment had attacked the 4th and 80th

19

Divisions ooming through the Bois de Septsarges.
On the 27th, asgainst mountj.ng resistance, the left of the III Corps
line inched forward, coming to a stop along the line Hill 295-western edge
of Bois de Septsarges=through the Bois de Brieulles-Hill 280-north edge of
Bois de la Cote Lemont.20 After the great stride made the first day, First
Army had come to a standstill along Apremont-Nantillois-Bois de la Cote
Lemont. The Army Objective was not to be reached for another fifteen days.

The War Diary of Artillerie Kommando (Arko) 95, 7th Reserve Division,

reported the new disposition of troops and weapons made on the afternoon

of the 26th. 'As the Americans stoppe;'l their pursuit about noontime, the

!'oo late, FO 27 ‘First Army 23850 hrs, 28 Sep, was to say that corps
rere to advanco tithin their zgones of action Iithout rega.rd to_objectives.
See original pattern of objectives,®USA in the WW, IX;:81." Cf. Li.ddell

-

Hart,” The Real war, 1914:-1918 (Bosto_-mﬂ_"—n “Fpo 465 -Jsss.,) f___* LRI

'19‘=~ ramie e S R
©7 - gth Bav Res Di.v WD, 26 Sep (Sth Bav Res Div "D&A 23 80p - 10 Norv,
Gema.n Files Box 149, fol II, ppo 2 ~ 3).

20 ‘ ' S
. ',_III .COrps Akpt of Opns, 9 Sep - 11 Nov (IXII Corps Box 4, 1l.4).
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goattered foroces of the division halted, the 5th Bavarian Reserve Division

arrived to £1ill in their gaps, and the 147th -Infantry, 37th Division, was

brought up as support at Brieulles. Two battalion's of field guns saved
from capture were put across the river n§ar_71losnes as a flanking group, -
and a heavy battalion, two long mortar batteries, and & 15-qm cammon bat-
tery were reorganized back of the field guns u the heavy flanking group.
At least five other field batteries from reserve were hastily brought

down to augment the light flanking group.Z

While these dispositions were being made, the lst Austro-Hungarian

Division (KuK) was directed ‘by Maas Ost “to support with all means the

Maas West sector,™ resetting its artillex;y groups “for operations against
the west bank of the Meuse." To this end, a number of field and heavy

batteries from the 15th Division were transferred to swell the artillery

groups of the lst Auatro-ﬂunsarian.zz On the 27th, still more artillery
was brought down "to support the E}erman forces on the:[ wost bank of the

Meuse with flanking fire." The artillery of the lst Austro-Hungarian was

ordered _':to'fpu‘t flenking fire in <the area between Dannevoux-Gercourt and

2T
Arko 95 WD 26 Sep (7th Res Div-Sub Units-WD:A, 23 Sep - 11 Oct,"

. German Files Box 155, :fol II, ps 51)o - Arko 17 WD, 26 - 30 Sep (Sth Bav

Res Div=Sub Units<WD&A,- German _Files Box 149, fol IIIa, ppo 210 = _1I), -
rpts that a flanking group remiined ‘on the east bank under the 7th Res Div,
the rest of its batteries moving to the Bois de Cunel and Clery Ie Grande,
their principal targets the Bois du Fays, Bois de Brieulles, and Bois Cote
Lemonto)

.- Msgy Maas Ost, to 1 KuK 26 Sep, and llaas Oat Opns O 3803 26 Sep
(Maas Ost [5th Res COrpsj Annexes, 18 Sep - 20 Nov, German ﬁleq ‘Box 116,
fol II PPo 8 11)0 )

- 15 -




fﬂ"’-adjuaé in the Bois de Forges," to prevent enemy orossing of the Meuse in that sec- i

v Boriv:s9 tor, and to “fire unconditionally with everything they have. Conservation i

-

Jé fdgowgfl of emmunition is of no importance.

CREF SRR While the 7th Reserve Division sought i;o collect its scattered forces ;

2:1 5 o, f and move them into the Vilosnes-Sivry sector, the 5th Bavarian Reserve

AT . Division, spa.nﬁing the river at Brieulles, temporarily consolidated the -
2.2 52§ 7th Reserve artillery with its own. When the 7th Reserve was in place, it
T was to resume command of its flanking group on the 'ast bank, receiving

LS missions from Maas Wost.2%

R Over the next several days, as Maas Ost assured its diwlrisionsr on

PRI either side of the river that there was “adequate time to get out orders

T for the regulation of methods of amihil;tion firecooreciprocal grouping

S of artillery..o.communications ana liaison with neighboring divisions,™ the ~

S artillery defense was completed. "Large yellow cross shooﬁsoooErerej to '

W be prepared" and submitted for appfoval by 2 October.25
ENe
23
c1eBeo Maas Ost WD, 26 Sep (German Files Box 115, fol I, po 22); Maas Ost
Rpt 1451, 27 Sep (German Files Box 116, fol II, pp. 14 - 15).
TNy 2 T
\ ‘Maas West [21st Corps]| Orders 501 515, 27 - 29 Sep (Maas Wost m
.t'a-:a'z..a ] 24 Sep - B Nov, rman ¥iles Box §0, fol 1I, ppo 34 36, iﬁso e s e
‘-»‘L%f;g o “ “'Notes ~ Tth Res Div arty (Arke’ “95) operated irtact but the ‘troops or
279§ the division seem %o have been intermingled with those of the lst A-H Div.
;;e‘rf" -} The Gernan ma.ps, below, nake this clear, but no eonfiming rpt Eas been
;-5;;'.? ,foundo- trps P AT Vool P s e L.
Agmad : o : BRI o T - R PR n - " Lo owel A - B EENE
gs 4 2 ‘
S .. Maas Ost Order .3917, 30 Sep (German Files Box 48, fol 810/32.13). A _
s arg prisoner on the 28th was to report the arrival of § or 4 divisions on III j
IR Corps front, along with much arty on the east bank, including long naval [

guns (SOI 19, 33rd Div, 28 - 29 Sep). g

- 16 = : !




~ Harassing Fire with HE and Gas. ., ... .. . .. _

--L 67 N . I

27 205 f om 27 September, as enemy artillery began systematic shelling of the

4 303 x4 de Forges, Cumieres, and the back areas, the 65th Brigade of 33rd Div-
Tt ey on, inactive in the assault, advanced to positions west of Dannevoux
SRS ae sparatory to relieving the 80th Division in the Bois de la Cote Lemont and
.--“-::¥is de Dannevoux. Driven back repeatedly by enemy machine guns in the Bois

Fays, the 4th Division needed assistance, as did V Corps to the left, and

ajrst a regiment, then the entire 80th Division, was to be swung around to

DT e left flank of the 4th Division. Owing to delay of orders, a German
R bunterattack from Brieulles on the morning of the 28th, and extremely
Teosire o Joavy enemy fire with "many gas shells," it was the morning of the 30th be-

<fore the 33rd Division relief of the 80th was completodoz6

-
o

A During the enemy shelling on the 27th, twelve 77-mm diphosgene and

:-hloropicrin shells were reported to have fallen just beyond the village

12 ; :4f Forgeso No troops were in the immediate area at the time and the gas

as sald to have been quickly dispersed by the wind. Nevertheless, the -

|

mext day 43 men of Company A, lst Gas Regiment, and 3 men of the 131st

REER FO 24, 33rd Div, 10s30 pem, 28 Sep; History, I, 85 - 89. Tele order,
- 87-"392 2316 - 3, First Army to III Corps, 1859 pem., 26 Sep (USA in the WA, IX, 135)
28lol dirooted "lengthening out the dqfensive front of 33r h'o _ ,
0lat e il A AT - b SR oL 2 5 -

I s ;,vef ::;, . "Hostilo shelling on front with intense fireou.Ge.s concentrations
obiIuot. used during night Brmnj right bank of Meuse River" (Msgs G - 2 65th-Brig
S to G~ 3, 33rd Div, 7515 a.m., 10315 a.mo, 30 Sep, in 33rd Div Boxes 6 and
2713, 32 16).
D apalr o S5 arhy af Sem lsu A0 D.T. 13 gosoion SOIRMS Gl \ -
STy 4 It was probably the 80th Div that received the "ordered contamination of

5 Smoa o
2121 ¥ the' villagé of Dannevoux amd Bois des Moriaux with ysllow cross...oarried

a2l ,
T “ejan:) J out by Group Hpt. Edleman E)n hill E of Villeneuve Fue] early this morning
T g Bee,, The 281:%3" (Arko lst A-H daily rpt, Italian Files Box 2, fol I, p.

139).

Vs




;; Infantry, in the Forges area, were evacuated with severe symptoms of chloro-

¥ ptorin poisoning. Investigation by lst Lt. W. Eo Vawter, Acting Division
*48 Gas 0fficer, indicated that all 46 men had drunk coffee that had probably

T v been made from contaminated shell=hole water, since the KP who had been f

|

B EERET sent for fresh _'ator; almost a lkilom.e.ter distant, had returned in a suspi- / |
LENALI I S ciously short tinooZ7
Cedl g All four regiments of the 33rd Division =- the 130th and 129th Infan- ;
.

“ try, in line at the bend of the Meuse, and the 131st and 132nd, between
“¥ Dannevoux and Forges -- were within range c;.»f enemy gun groups in the Bois
7 ndl 4o Chatillon as well as the Bois de Consevoye (Map Noo 4)Z While the 65th
% Brigade was being subjected to periodic bursts of gas shell on the 29th the
3 30th, the 66th Brigade reported “heavy gas shelling [with yellow cross and
chlorppicria during the nighf E.»f 29 - SOvSeptembexj in the Bois de Forges
area.” The Division Gas Officer was to report only a single episode in the
Flo widespread gas shelling that night. Approximately fiﬁ}' 105-mm mustard
Sy gas shells fell in the vicinity of the 2nd Battalion, 1§2m1 Infan‘i:ry, -at

1730 on the 29th. A single gas shell, meking a direct hit 6ﬁ the entrance

23 03 d“' [

T & ~ g ¥ Lir, EAct DGO to CGO III COrps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2 ('ID Hist Box 300,

" bodoo e 33.6; GAF=-33rd Div). , ]
- 4 Notes There is no DGO file and no DGO corresp in 33rd Div rocordso ,
S His reports and corresp have been found in GAF, WD Hist, III Corps, “and
415 beay '@ First Army records.

¢ =D ot K
. . The arty of the lst A-H Div, in position between the Bois de la Brande
3 Baw i1 8 Montagne and the Bois de Consenvoye, kept the areas around Dannevoux and
_,r‘;; et 4  opposite Consenvoye and Brebant under gas and HE firs. See lst A-H Div
533? . t{;der 42())/8, 28 Sep and rpts 29 Sep (Italian Files Box 2, fol I,, pp. 64,

revesl 9 - 50)0
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| t6 H Company headquarters dugout in the Bois de Forges, reportedly produced

all the casualties resulting from the attack -- 2 officers and 25 men.

When the shell burst, all in the dugout masked at onoce, but no effort
was made to leave the area. About an hour later the company oo:'nmandqr,r who
had been to the gas school at St. Valery and simuld haw-e~ known better, res-
moved his mask and so did the rest of the men. The company gas NCO re-
marked on the strong odor of gas in the dugout and suggested evacuation of
the area, but the company commander thought it only the smell of drugs,
since the dugout had recently bee:n a German Adir_essing stgtion.

At 2000, -the Battalion Gas Officer and Assistant Division Gas Officer
heard of the gas attack from another company that passed near H Company |
dugout and at once went over and ordered immediate evacuation of the area.
Shortly after, all 27 headquartérs men, who had been exposed for over an
hour to the mustard gas fumes, developed serious eye complications. Two
of the men, who had apparently inhaled high concentrations of the gas
when it struck the dugout,died two days later.2? : -

Both the 80th and 4th Divisions had been subjected to far more in-
tense gas and HE fire than the 33rd in the first three days of the cam-
paign, and with the failure of the.ir repeated assaults on f._he_ Vline'v,

2 . N S S T

E:g- > S eed ot o aT. A . e e A.*. RPN SoAR .
Ltr, Actg DGO to CGO III Corps, 7 Oct, Bpt B=2 (GAF-33rd Div). Cf.

FM CO 132nd -Inf to G = 3 33rd Div, 1220 pomo, 30 Seps .“Last night my

loft battalion was heavily shelled with gas. One shell broke in front of

hg at COo Ho . COmpany COndr, Capt Dauberfield, Lt Heath, the 1st Sgt, and

16 men gassed ‘and ‘evacuated during the night" (33rd Div Box -6, 32916).

Notes ‘Despite the date on ltr above, the III CGO received no rpts of gaLs
atk from his DGOs until after 9 Oct. See memos to DGOs 4th, 80th, 33rd
Divs, 5 and 9 Oct, re no gas attack rpts 26 Sep to date (III Corps Box
39, 63033),

- 20 -
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c1ergeseﬁri;ﬁfle; on 28 and 29 septemﬁer,'fhe'attaeking ﬁewer“of IIIlﬁefis

was spenta;'Iﬁ was clear that theﬁGerman batteries in the Bois de Chatillon

and on the heiéhts Seyﬁnd hed to bé silencéd, and that the German defonse

at Brieulles, fbéming a taeticaily favorable point d'aﬁpui or strongpoint

at fhe bend‘of theTieuse, must be dislodged. Unless III Corps could get

above Brieuiles, an extension of the fighting front across the Meuse would
be impefetive, and much sooner than planned.

As the 65th ﬁ;igéde took over the 80th Division sector, III Corps
directed the 33rd Division to organize a stout outpost line from the name-
less hill south of Brieulles-Cote 294-the bend of the Meuse-Cote de 1'0ie;
to construct a main line of resistance along the Septsarges-Dannevoux-

road;;end to begin patrolling the Meuse east of the Bois de Forges and

recomnoiter for fords along the river flats.>C

The 130th Infantry, on the hill below Brisulles, found that ®its

housesrwere'full of machine guns,™ with at least f£ifteen seen in action

on one occasion. Immobilirzed by ertillery fire from the Bois de Chatillon

and thé ridge above Vilosmes, the 130th snd 129th Infantry were also swept

by frequent burets of machine gun fire from the edge of the ‘wood and from
PR S N
the village of Vilosnese§»~ Enfilade fire from the vicinity of Sivry began

avd

coming intO\thO 65th Brigade eeetor on_ the night of 30 September and

Yara tas mhrefne ol masice: tads B TR SV 2

he.azn ..s““:
I N A T oo LT »,' TN . PR > - s O
S — - . 8 . P - L - 4’7 PRt N - - R e

30 e .

:',qfkpt of Opns, “I1I Corps, 28 Sep (III COrps ‘Box 4 1104), G- 3 lemo,

First Army, 29 Sep (USA in the WN, IX, 149); 33rd Div Plen of Defense,

Vilosnes-Coneenvoye Sector, 29 Sep (33rd Div Box 8, 32.8); Opns Orders 6,
';ISOth Inr, 2 and 5 Oct (33rd Div Box 17, 32,012," 3301)0 Ve e

-

sor, 150th Inr, 29 Sep - 6 Oot (33rd Div Box 17, 20.1). '

- 2] -
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Soontinued through the next day, as the 66th Brigade to the south reported -
gas and shrapnel on Forges wood at the rate of four rounds per minute . -

% through the midnight hours of 30 Septemberfsz-- - -

Observing artillery moving up to support the 65th Brigade on 1

October, 7th Reserve Division ordered its artillery "to destroy with all-

: means the enemy artillery moving into position. Whenever possible gas is

to be used."™ A second order, to gas the Eois de Brieulles and Bois des

Moriaux on the night of 1 - 2 October, was carried out in the morning

hours of the 2nd0§3

Confirming these enemy gas missions, the 65th Brigade reported gas
concentrations on Butel ravine and the Dannevoux Sepsarges valley at 1845
and 0230 on the night of 1 = 2 October. The gas attack on the 130th In-

fantry sector at 1845 was said to have been ineffective when the wind blew

T ,
DOR, 66th Brig, 30 Sep - 1 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 33, 1) 801 22,
33rd Div, l=-2 Octo : - . .

" ?."\' "‘ T .

33 ‘ '
Div Orders, 1 Oct (7th Res Div WD%A, 18 Sep - 19 Oct, German Files

BOx 155’ fol 1, ppo 127‘_.7 33 e -~ o Lo ,./

#v-+ Maas Ost Order 3964, 1 Oct, called . for gas ahoot into Bois des
Moriauxo,o.and Bois de Forges...to prevent preparation of material for
hasty bridges,™ the gassing to be carried out at irregular times between
2200 and 0500 (German Files Box 48, 810/32.13)., o

-,.',.

‘Maas’ Ost !D, 2 Oct, said that ‘blue oross had been used in the uaual
harass{?g fire that morning on ravines, roads, villages, and woods up to
the line Nantillois-Montfaucon-Malancourt (Germen Files Box 115, fol Ia,
Pe 19)o There .was no word of the_ gas . shoots in any ,q_f fthe_speoified
woods, . -3

L3

-"" ' Notes Orders and reports on HE and gas missions in the Geman
records are fairly complete from 1 Qct on, but almost nowhere are the
mumber of rounds given for these missions. Thus it is possible to con-
firm most German gas missions but not their degree.

- 22 -
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the gas into the zone of the 4th Division.%; in the 129th Infentry seotor,
{n the Bois des Moriaux, a report of 1‘gol;ne gas shells™ was ns,de; Just after
atdnight on 2 October. . At 0654, it was reported that the "gas attack .
launched against the 129th is still going on. Attack is cc‘ming from
Vilosneso Our artillery is firing on that town.® A message at 0712 said

the artillery had "stopped the gas attack."

The Division Gas Officer was to reporf; only 60 rounds of 77-mm yellow
oross shell fired on the slope below the Bois des lloxjiaui at 0530 that
morning, The 129th Infantry, in the wood, reported no eaqualtiesoss On
the evening of 2 October, the 65th Brigade reported.150 gas shells in a
"rather heavy bombardment of large caliber shrapnel and gas on the fromt
of the 130th Infantry, causing 3 killed eand 7 wounded. Our artillery...

silenced the enemyo"37 No DGO report has been found for this shelling.

S0I 22, 33rd Div, 1 - 2 Oet; History, I, 90. III Corps Opns Rpt,
L = 2 Oct (USA in the WW, IX, 208) said about 300 sneezing and phosgene
gas shells were fired 1nto the ravine and valleyo

3% - R S o . - . . » L o

Msg, G - 2 65th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 53526 a.m., 2 Oot; Msg, Lt
Prosser to G =3 33rd Div, 6354 aom.; Msg, 65th Brig to 33rd Div, 7sl2
aomo (33rd Div Box 6, 32 16). .

Lo .
AT v L5ch 2 Wl Rt [ SR e EER N “a - .. - - -r - . -
N LN iR ENN BN L PER R fa e AT LIE Dl g - WS

36
Ltr, -Aotg-DGO. to CGO -II1.Corps, 7.0ct, Bpt B=2; FM Osborne RGO 129th

Inf to DGO 33rd Div, 9530 acmo, 2 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, ' 32.16), rptd "two
or three casualtieso.” . _ . -

Unreported by the DGO was the shelling of “the approaches and oroaaing
places over ‘the Meuse with ysllow cross® by the lst A=H arty on the morn~
ing of. z Oot (Daily rpt,- 2 Oot, Italian Files Bo"“x 2 T'l I, p. 171)., ,

. RO AL S A 0o SN

87

ua'g, G -2 65th Brig to G - § 53rd Div, 4550 pome, 2 Oot; Msg, co
65th Brig to CG 33rd Div, 9500 pome, 2 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16)%

I’
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¢ of gas shell being used.

expt from this fire.

‘3 masks through most of each night.

As will be shown later, both the German orders and the 33rd Division

reports in the first week of the oampaign_apparon‘_t}y_»-g;aggerate the quantity

Yot some proportion of gas shell 'uas fired in the
pightly harassing missions and no part of fhe S3rd Division sector was ex-
As a result, the troops were kept alert and in their
The effectiveness of the fi.re, by waar-
ing down the troOpa through keeping them awake and masked i.a only partly
revealed in the number of gas cases recorded each day° The gas casualties
reported by the DGO and those aotually admitted to the gas .hos‘pital on 1
and 2 October, for example, totaled 16 and 33, respectively.

Although the 33rd Division artillery had large.stocks of gas munitions
on hand, they were not used,‘ and such retaliation as there was for the
nightly gassing by the enemy was inadequate. At 2300 on 2 October, after a
day's delay owing to unfavorable winds, a gas projector shoot was carried
out by Company F, lst Gas Regiment, to inflict casualties on the enemy
forces around Vilosnes. Altho'ugllx 50 phosgene drums were iaunched from pro-
Jectors installed near the center of the Bois des Moriaux, the attack was
said to have resulted in only two casualties, according to .8 later pri.soner
iuterrogation report,.‘;bcoause of the high Wind at the ‘tine’ and the fact - o

that fow “nen were in the vicinity of the target area when the shoot oc-

Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS, 12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas Activities for
Oct (GAP-III Corps). A repeat of this attack on the morning of' § Oct was
not carried out owing to unfavorable winds, nor on 6 Oct, “owing to diffi-
culties making it impossible to complete operations in one. night" (Opns O
2, lst GR, 4 Oct and pencil note, 33rd Div Box 12, 63,3, and Memo, Co F,
lst GR to CO 65th Brig, 6 Oct, subs Cancellation of proposed Gas Opn, 33rd
Div Box 13, 12.8).
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NEEREELAY . Bxoept for a brief HE bombardment, there was no immediate reprisal by

T a2 ”O?th. eneny for the gas projector attack. The 7th Reserve Division artillery

*7 ilode 13- § order for the night of 2 - 3 October was to be substantially repeated
E through the week that followed as the enemy sought to wear down the American
1Y w2 troops on his front end prevent them from crossing the rivers -

IR sl B rassing fire with HE and gas on Bois de Laimont  [Cote Lemont] Bois de”

8 pepnevoux, Bois des Moriaux; long-range fire on Dannevoux and Gercourt, and

-8 on the Damnevoux-Vilosnes, Dannevoux-Septsarges, Damnevoux-Gercourt, and
At E Gercourt-Cuisy-Hontfaueon roads [as woll as other targets to the let‘t of

- 7i83vol the 33rd Division|. At 9330 pome, inorease of gas shells in the harassing

vy -, l fire, especially on Bois des Moriaux and Bois de Septsargea, and 150 10-cm

2 <9712599 pp and blue oross on Bois de Brieulles.59 -

TR Of this gas shelling, the Division Gas Officer reported only 12 yellow
Rt cross shells that fell among 90 men of the 129th Infantry in the Bois Jure
~esf ol at 0430o 8ix men who were sprinkled with the liquid from the bursting

40

© 76, 34 gshells were said to have been evacuated. - Hospital records, however, show

< <'"-34 that 21 gas cases were admitted on 3 October and 22 on 4 October, princi- -

T Tuag pally from the 129th Infantry and the 123rd MG Battalion, in the 66th Brig-

[0t SR TS B ISPy
ERNR 4

o ade sector.

v3af BTOJasgf N i L L I
e op o] | _
zren . kot

‘_J.,t “‘”ga "Arko 95 order for 7 p.me 2 Oct to 7 a.m. 3 Oct (7th Res Div-Sub Units-
957530119;;};13 WDkA,"23 Sep-11 Oct, Arko 95 armexes, German Files Box 155, fol II, po 61).
I Fol I in this file contalns divisional morning end noon reports’ oonfiming

160 woY dadfy hoge fire missions

4 ot . (.

4 SR G - oyt whe rwrmoamdaas ot sl oar U el A -
obo1us 0
g “Ltr, Actg ‘DGO to CGO III Corps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2, III Corps Opns Bpt,
e 2 -3 Oct- (USA in the IW, 11, 210), reported -200 gas shells in Bois Jure
TTTgs A and on Hil]. .
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Resun;)tion of the Advanco : ~!.~,n‘.s-,:.' ;:;i -

On tho eveni.ng of 3 Ootober, the 33rd Divisian roooived the Flrst Army
order resuming the attack, in an effort to pierce the Kriemhilde Stellung.
In the assault, III Corps was to penetrate the enemy position between Cunel

and Brieulles; advancing to the heié_hta northeast of Cunel, and then sweep

east to the Meuse, cutting off Brieulles. The 80th Division, on the left

of the 4th Division, was to attack along the Bois des Ogons to the North
edge of the Bois des Rappes; the 4th Division through the Bois du Fays to
the north edge of the Bois de Foret and then east to the river. The 33rd
Division was to hold its positions and protect the flank of the attacko“'
For the attack, three field batteries and four machine gun compenies
of the 33rd Division were moved into the northwest edge of the Bois de la
Cote Lemont, ta assist the 130th Infantry in bréaking up possible enemy
counterattacks betwee'n the Bois de Brieulles, Bois de Foret, and Brieulles.
As the hour of attack approached, the remaining divisional artillery pre-
pared to bombard Brieu'ile"; and its defenses to the northwest, and torlneu-

tralize with HE the enemy guns in the Bois de Ch;atil»lon, Bois de Sartells,

and the two ravines east of Liny-devant-Dtm.42

The enemy artillery order for the night of 3 ~ 4 October indicated
g T - : Pttt

:PO particular swareness of the impending attack as it called for

Foe '7.‘2: PR AT T - X ’, L e :)\:'
QY.- Tme AT we ), D Teee S CDivo3ux e '
: - FO 33 Pirst Amy nOOn, 1 Oc‘bs FO 22 111 COrps, 9300 aomo, 3 Ootz

m 26, 33rd Div, 10£15 pome, 3 Oocto .

EXS
v R ~

42 :
History, I, 92 - 93.
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Hnarassing fire with surprise bursts of gas and HE at irreguler "intervals
S onooowoods of Dannevous, Moriaux and Jure, on Dannevoux and Gersourt,
8 and on roads running from Dannevoux to Septsarges, Vilosnes and Gercourt.43

3 The 66th Brigade, along the west bank of the Meuse, "reported heavy shell

| fire and gas along its entire front from 0215 to 0330, the 13lst Infantry
specifying it as tear Ehloropicrinil gas.44 Of the gas shelling 'in this
brigade sector, Lieutenant Vawter wa:s to report only an undetermined num-
ber of yellow oross shells that fell in the Bois de Forges some tixpe that
night resulting in a highly contaminated area that was discovered by a gas

officer the next morning. Guards were at once posted. In the 65th Brig-

v ade sector, however, Vawter said 300 gas and HE shells were reported to

L owd o4t brie s

LAty A 4
P Htt b ot i B o s o

i,

"
Lo S N

_afZ!‘_)IJ‘ﬁ;Bq arr ]

Koo .
5 A

have fallen into the southeast corner of the Bois de Septsarges betwsen
midnight end 0600 on the 4th. There were two casualties.?®

It is epparent from Lieutenant Vawter's lohg, belated report on gas
attacks up to 7 October that it was not possible to report the numerous
areas subjected to bursts of gas, and he could only say that in gene;-al
the sector of the 65th Brigade north and west of Dannevoux had been

heavily shelled with HE, yellow ocross, and blue cross every night. : He

P . Lt . i
i w3 . - . i <
R SR DA . f L A L L.

... - Arko 96 order for -7 pomo 3 Oct to 7-a.m. 4 Oct ‘(7th Res Div, above,
Po 620’ . ‘ . .

Msg, €G 66th Brig to G = 3 33rd Div, 6310 aomo 4 Oct; Msg, G - 2
131st Inf to CG 33rd Div, n.ho, 4 Oct.(33rd Div Box 6, 32,16). See also
S0I 23, 24, 33rd Div, 2 = 4 Oct; SOI, 13lst Inf, 3 - § Oct (33rd Div Box
18, 20,1)0’“’“ woTela e me s tee ama b e e TEEed e oy 0 32,0

45 .
Ltr, Actg DGO to CGO III C, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2.
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ight have said the same for the seotor of the 66th Brigade, south of

In the attack launched by Firat Army at 0525 on 4 October, the 80th

et 2an b g und 4th Divisions almost reached the Cunel-Brieulles road, Ihen aavage

2T OIL 3vagt

. :.*;.-;-e artillery and napp_ine gup. fire and counterattaoking foroes h'om Brieullea

T

H hurled them back to their former bosiﬁio'ns. ‘For the next two days, as
all available guns of Army and corps ooncentrated on the enemy batteries
in the Bois de Chatillon, 33rd Division guns pounded Brieulles, and 1ts

{ troops attempted, without success, to take Teton Trench (Map No. 5 end

sketch of Brieulles), in an effort to proteot the 4th Division foroces,

+ .38 which had got into the Bois du Fays, from mtense flanking machine gun

MRS -

cf 014 j,

(-s2 .48

{g

- D2 «32Y "‘:
ot '}_B-I depIQ
* S 83 1063
O(Iaog 18;

v

LR

S g

S rire.t7

At 1800 on the night of 6 October, 20 Allied planes carried out a
bombing raid on Brieulles, setting fire to a part of tﬁe town. §Seven
hours later the 1II Corps Gas Officer signaleds "HamiltonEBOth Divi-
sion |is going to throw gas 1nto;.Brieullqs at 4 Aouo-48 Begiming at
0400, 80th Division 76's fired 1,000 phosgene shells into Brieulles,

following up with, an ec‘;!uai mixture of HE and yperite shells for ‘thirty

T,
'.h\l‘.4-\=‘ S

minutes, and then yperite shells -alone until 1,500 No. 20 shells had been

BN

AP e 3
3 - o
See Analysis, p. 92.
e » L D1 b 13, 5.
See 65th Brigade wemo orders, 4.- 6 Oct (33rd Div Box 13, 32.13), -
48 T - - -

Msg, CGO Emerson to G - 3 33rd Div, 1500 a.mo, 7 Octe '
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b - put into the town. All -divisions in the vicinity were notified “to take

the necessary precautions when the town is taken;_"49

et g

BB APy

Although the entire '\'front*beoame"v_.e'x"‘y"quiét'.' after the rain of de-
struction on Brieulles,50 its defenses in front of the town end on the
ridge to the northwest were quickly restored. Teton Trench, said the
g5th Brigade commander, had in the past week been "fairly well shot to
pleces,® but on the afternoon of the Tth he had to admit that "a con-

giderable amount of machine gun fire was still coming from that loca-

¥ tion.*5! Mearwhile, determined to hold the Bois du Fays, a salient

with enemy troops pressing on both flanks and with strongly entrenchead
forces above in the Bois de Malaumont, III Corps called the 33rd Divi-
sion for assistance. Oi:x the morning of 7 October, ;l:he 3rd Battalion,

132nd Infantry, and its machine gun company were sent in tc relieve the

roegiment of the 4th Division in the Bois du Fnys.sz

49 : ,
Memo, Robbe CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, 8 Oct (GAF-III
Corps); ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, .27 Oct, subs Record
of Gas Atks (First Army Box 340, III CGO); ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS,
12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas Aoti.vi.ties for Oct. This corresp indicates
that the 4th and 80th Divs fired emsiderable gas shells during the
poriod the SSrd Div noneo _ LT

5 <1 PR T
2 B IR I N A
.y

&0 _
Msg, Prosser El.st Lt,5-11I ‘Corps 10 at 65th ‘Brig ] to 6773 3Srd Div,
9515 aome, 7 Oot (33rd Div Box 6, 32016), reported omnpletion of the gas
mission. '*Entire front now very quieto® - .

~ a A L)

Bl - ot wer T R L S A Ehe Caw e e '
. Msg, CG 65th Brig to G - 3 331-(! Di.v, 12:25 pono, 7 Oct (SSrd Div
Box 6, 32,16,) :
On 9 Oct, 4th Div put 400 yperite ahells into Brieulles and the nert; day
captured Teton Trench. Brieulles however was not to be taken until the

end of the montho :

52 o ‘
History, I, 96 - 97, 100.
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Gas Attack on the Bois des Moriaux )

The only major gas attack on the 33rd Divia-ion"during_the operation
ocourred on § October. The initial gas bombardment oceurréd._béﬁ_éhen 0200
and 0330 when appromimately—l,goo ‘green, blue, and yellow cross 77 and
105-xm shells were fired into the Bois des Moriaux, opposite Vilosnes, en
area of approximately one square kilometer (Map No. é)o

Nothing has been found to suggest 'that ‘thisr .attack was in reprisal -
for the gas projector shoot -o-f 2 October. More likeli it was the threat
of a possible crossing at that point, indicated by :bhe continued heavy
fire of the trench mortars 1;1 the wood, that the enemy sought to neutral-

ize; But the gas shoot got none of the mortarmen, for they ragularly

withdrew to the Bois Jure when not firing.
The wood was occupied at the time by the lst Battalion and part of

the 2nd Battalion, 129th Infantry, a total of approximAtGIy 1,100 men.
Evacuation of the area was impossible, as the enemy held the men there
with intense HE fire and air-burst shrapnel following- the gassingo “Dur-
Ang the attack, a mésaage from the 131lst Infantry on the right said; "HE
shells end gas from 12330 to z;:so sic], two wounded, ‘three gassed. _

129th" very heavily shelled during same period.‘-s_ R L ’

Lo Lol :
.-——','/_,4.,‘ I \ LIRS

: Between 08156 b.nd (ﬂ45, another 700 gas ahella were reportedly put

into the wood and again eva.cuation was blooked by follow-up HE fire. . At

1515 that a.ﬁ;ernoon, 400 nore gaa shells fell on the sIOpa Just south of

1

the vood as tro0ps a.ttempted to move down to eacape the gaa-filled woodo

e Do

53 .
Msg, 3rd Bn 131lst Inf to CO 13lst Inf, 2555 aom., 5 Oct (33rd Div

Box 18, 32016, )
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Altogether, it was estimeted that between 5,000 and 7,000 shells had been
fired into that square kilemster that day, 2,600 of them gas shells.™ .
As sooz; as night‘_ haxi ‘fall.en, fhe wood was completely evacuated. _c;s-
palties resulting from the prolonged gas attack were roport'ed by Lieuten-
ent Vawter as 350, including two men killed by fragments of exploding gas
shells. Forty men were evacuated with lung oomplications, the remainder
with eye or body burns. The most seriocus cases, thosé with lung compli-
cations, were said to have been the result of either close-bursting
shells or long exposure. Some of the men had kept their _maks on as long
as 8ix hours before succumbing to the discomfort of the masko®d -
A brigade report said that the lst Battalion, 129th Infantry, losf

§ officers and approximately 375 men in the prolonged gas attack, and the

54
No arty order has been found for this atk in the records of the Tth

Res Div, S5th Bav Div, lst A-H Div, Maas Ost, or Maas West. Arko 95 order
for 7 pomo, 4 Oct to 7 aomo, 5 Oct called only for the usual harassing
fire with sudden gas concentrations on the woods of Moriaux, Septsarges,
and d*en Dela, on Dannevoux, Gercourt, and the roads out of Dannevoux,
with other targets out of the 33rd Div sector (German Plles Box 155, fol
11, po 65, confirmed in Morning Rpt,-po 66)o -

Daily Rpts, 7th Res Div, 5, 6 Oct, confirms the gas attacks ™At 2500
oMo, - 8500-9500 a.mo, and 338004200 pemo, Bols des Moriaux sontaminated
with yellow cross™® (7th Res Div WDkA, 13 Sep -'19 Oct, German Files Box
155, fol I, pp..160 = 161, 166; algo in Maas Ost ll'D. 5, 6 Oect, Geman
Files Box' 115, fol'I, po 39)»

65 .. . T v . .
" Rpton Gas Atk 7 Oot (m) Hist Box 300, 33, s, GAP-SSrd mv), Spen~

cer, IIo 365 = 66~

Div G =2 seems not to have been aware of this gas attack, but in a rare
detailed accounting it did report on 4 - 5 Oct “Heavy intermittent shell-
ing with HE and gas of areas Bois Jure, Bois Septsarges, Gercourt"“; 159

gas shells between 1140-1155, 4 Oct, on the Porges-Cummieres road; 96 gas
shells on the same road at 2315. 24 gas shells on Forges at 0300 5 Oct;

and heavy shelling with 200 HE and gas rounds on the front line area from
Dannevoux to Bois de Forges between midnight and 0230, 5 Oct (SOI 25, 33rd
Div, 4 - 5 Oct), There is no mention of the atk in SOI 26, 5~ 6 0Oct, either,

-34-
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pext day the battalion was
withdrawne.ooto Regimental Reaerve Eouth of Hill 28:] E»rg account [:of]

long continuous service in the line and having suffered heavy casualties
Qfaz] enemy artillery..sand the enemy gas attack of October 5thoeoo -
Orders Erarg issued to all units of the Brigade to insure men protecting
themselves by proper wearing of the gas mask in case of gas attaocks.

As a result of the gas a&aok, together with earlier HE and gas camialtios,
the effective strength of the lst Battalion was now reduced to 16 officers
snd 305 men. Apparently refusing to believe so many casualties could be
caused by gas, the brigade began an investigation at once "to determine
the actual number of serious cases, with a view to having returned to duty
those not seriously gassoda"s6 No record of the mvestigation hes been
found, but a regimental memo-issued on 6 October, containing detailed in-

structiona on protection against gas before, during, and after an attack,

indicated the line of investigations

It has been reported..othat in the recent attack on our First Battalion,
that after the main attack in which men wore their masks from 3 to §
hours, men removed masks when they could still smell gas strongly ando.o
only mouth~-pieces and nose-clips were used Ethereafter- coocoBrigade has
direoted that any man who does this will be carried on the sick report as
'Gassed, not in line of duty'. SBRs can be worn a day and night without -
injury, and eye casualties due to this improPer use Iri.ll be eonsidered
lelr-inflioted woundsos" - . e

1:

In the reek that rollorod the gaasing of the Bois des Moriaux, the

Di.vi.sion Gas Qfficer tas to aay that no real gas attacks oocurred, although

S5 Beget . , . AT SIT LT s o
. - PO - - ¥ \ - B

Chron Reo of Events of 65th Bri.g, 57 Oct (33rd Div Box 13, 1105)

Hiatorz‘, I, 97; II, 597,

57 - S o
Memo, PC Pinetree Ezéth Ing__], 6 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 32013).
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eonsiderable amounts of_gas were used each dey in harassing f;'i.re.s,8 On 6 -
October, he reported that 76 77~sm mustard gas shells caused 27 eye casual-
ties among 165 men of I Company, 3rd Battalion, 129th Infantry, in the Bois
Rondo The naxt day, an estimated 175 rounds of mustard gas, with some
phosgene, landed among 425 men in the Bois Juroo Most of the 150 casual-
ties evacuated were in X company, 129th Infantry, and sinoe the woods were
under direct obervation of the German lines across the river, evacuation
was not possible until nightfallo The gassed area was posted and put

Db

under guard, hxt during the next three days, "25 menooomanaged to pass

through the area" and all were lubsequently evaouated to the gas hospitalosg

The Division Gas Ofﬂcer did not report the 2 officers and 176 men
*wounded and gassed" in this same 3rd Battalion on 8 October when it was
shelled near Damnevoux as it began moving down to the Boj.s de Forges, pre-

60

paratory to crossiné the Meuse at Consenvoye. In addition to direct

——

Arko 95 orders for nights of 5~ 60ct, 6~ 7 Oct, and 7th Res Div
order. to. arty on 7 Oct all called. for "hara.ssing fire and sudden concentra-
tions of gas® on the woods, ravines,- villages, and roads in the 33rd Div
seotor (7th Res Div-Sub Units-Arko 95 Annexes, German File Box 155, fol II,
ppo 67 69; 7ti; ROB Div MA, 5 fOl I po 173). CRer iy :: stz

> L T rGas ‘~~ wte . PR -~ T R U U L
9 as: iut by 3u2ing ail i PEPE S R T DU

s41tr,» DGO .to CGO.III Corps,- 13 Oot subs . Gas Rpts (GAF-SSrd Div). L s
Chron Reo ‘of Events:of 129th Inf, 7 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 1l.5 and Histo
11, '645):says that .on the 7th,- 3 officers and 106 men of the 3rd Bn
atchd machine gun company were wounded end gassed in the Bois Rond (not
Bois Jure).

K- DR
Chron Rec of Events of 129th, 8 Oct; History, II, 645. Morning Rpt,
7th Res Div, 9 Octs ™At 10 p.me [8 Oct] Two Installments of coptamina-
1801)1 fire on Dannevous" (7th Res Div WDkA, German Files Box 155, fol I, p.
2)o

L aye g
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shelling, the 129th Infantry also suffered from indirect gassing in the Bois

I8 jos Moriaux, as the 130th Infantry, to its left, in the Bois de Dannevoux,

Gas shells, frequently mixed with HE and shrapnel (air bursts), are almost
econstantly thrown in great mumbers in the wooded areas adjacent to the out-
post zonec If a south wind is blowing the enemy may shell the valley, ex-
tending from Dannevoux east to the Meuse river, a very concentrated mustard
gas being used, the wind carrging it into the Bois des Moriaux where it
clings persistently for days. X

With the 129th in the Bois des Morisux was the 102nd Trench Mortar Battery,
most of whose mortars were concentrated in t;.hat-yoodo The history of the
battery was to say that only its wespons were maintained in the wbod,.with
all else back in the Bois Jure, "on account of the large amount of gas which

the enemy contimued to fire into the valley of Dannevoux and the Bois des

loriaux."sz

Between the enemy harassing fire with gas night after night and the
gas attack of 5 October, the severe drain on the strength of the 129th In--
fantry resulted on the 8th in a memo to all battalion commanderss

The rapid depletion of the fighting strength of the regiment, due to the
ovacuation of large mumbers of fgassed' cases is a matter of vital concern
to all officers. While undoubtedly the greater number of cases are bona
fide, it is quite probable that some men are availing themselves of this
excuse in order to leave the:firing lines.:oCompany and ‘platoon commanders
oan assist by seeing all gasged cases (except wounded) before they report ,
to.ald .stationsco.oBattalion surgeons should use the greatest care’'in evac-:
uationocoo.Only earnest and painstaking carec..will enable this regimentoocos
not . to neglect its actual gassed cases on the one hand, or deplete its .-
strength through unnecessary evacuations on the other.

[ —

6l P

-SSR A v S % SN S T R 1 £ A T TP IE L M 0 ST T
s )-Situ Rpt, 130th Inf, 9 Oct, subs s/s Dammevoux (33rd Div Box 17,
ol)o .
62

Brief History, 102nd TM Bty, n.d. (33rd Div Box 13, 33.2).
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snd the next days - R S e,

seriousness of the situation, and to remind all unit commanders that they
are responsible for the enforcement of gas discipline. : <

fhe regimental commander desires to impress on all officers and men the

The second memo went on to say that all gas cases were to be investigated, -
and if any officer or NCO had failed in his duty, he was to be disciplined,
Meanwhile, company commenders were to see that all companies ware given

further gas defense instruoction by the gas personneloss

Across the Meuse

With the failure to pieroe the Kriemhilde Stellung in the attack on
4 October, CIaudel's IVII French Corps, which had remained in place since
the start of the oi‘fensxve, was alerted to prepare a ﬁ'ontal attack on the
Meuse heights. On 7 Qctober, the 33rd Division was put under XVII Corps for
taotioai nnrposes, nith orders to hold its dei‘ensive position on the left

bank of the river and at the same time ready a part of its forces to cross

the river and cooperate in the attack°64

The mission of IVII Corps was t0 seize and hold the heights of the

Ileuse northwest of Beaumont between the Meuae and Theinte rivers. Its
T e B A S I X 5 N .
foroes included the lath and 26th l‘renoh Divisione, reenforced by six
& T e eay Late s dictoLnyse b L R '
Senegalese battalionso To their lef‘t would be the 58th Brigade of the 29th
M 3 e LR L TR

Amerioan Division, and astride. the l(euse the 33rd Division. Opposite was

B llemo, 129th Inf to ‘bn énd speo unit oomdrs, 8 Oot, eubt Evao of Gas
Cases; memo, ibid., 9 Oct, noso (33rd Div Box 16, 64.4).

64 : .. .
FO 39, First Army, 14 hrs, 5 Oct; SO 546-S/3, XVII Corps, 3rd Bur, 6
Oct; FO 24, III Corps, 17530 o'clock, 7 Oct.
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9 the 1st Austro-Hungarian Divisien, soon to be resnforced by the:iznd Divi-

sion and elements of the 228th Division (Maps No. 7 and 8).
a—— 3

The first objeotives of the 58th Brigade and 18th French Division werse
the enemy OP's at lalbroucg tidge and the Bois d'Haumont; the second object-
jves, Molleville Ferme and the Bois d'Ormont. On the right, the Zeth French
pivision was to capture the Bois des Caures and Flabas,

When XVII Corps had advanced to the line Consenvoye-top of Bois de
consenVOyeaﬁlabas, elements of the 33rd Division would cross at Consenv0ye
eand Brabant and join the flank of the 58th Brigade. The whole corps would
then adQAch in an arc to tﬁe first line of exploitation, north edges of
Bois de Chaume an& Plat-Chene-Bois d'Etrevea-Crepion-Flabas, and then the
sscond line, Sivry-top of Bois de la Grande Montagne-Flabas. III Corps

was to assist this operation by a simultaneous attack west of the Meuse

(lﬂp Noo 9) 065

For its part in the operation, the 33rd Division was directed to put
two battaliona along the southern edge ef the Bois de Forgea, ready to
crossiat,Brebaht,'and ; battalion on the northern edge of the wood, to
cross at denseu#oyeo Six batteries of 75's in the Bois de rorges, three

more near Cote de I'Oie, and three batteries of 155's below Cumieree were

K =
= - ,.== N _z

to' proteot the orosaing at Consenvoye. &6 S ﬂ

r— - : . S ‘
a History, i, 100 - 02, end ¥Os, aboveo Also, Plan d'Engagement du

17th Toks, 4 Oot (33rd Div Box 5, 32). S§ee Map 37 in Histogy IV, for
33rd Div objectives. _ "

66 , - .
FO 27, 33rd Div, 6500 pomo, 7 Oct,
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On 7 .October, two of the machine gun companies and the three batteries
of 75's in the Bois de la Cote Lemont moved down to the Forges area, arriv-
ing there well after dark. At the same time, the lst and 2nd Battalions
of the 132nd Infantry, in reserve at Malancourt, and the 2nd Battalion of
the 131lst Infantry with its machine gun company, near Dannevoux, as well as
two companies of the 108th Engineers, came into the Bois de Forges opposite
Brabant and Consenvoye. Observing the movements, enemy artillery shelled
*the neighborhood of Forges with gas from 2200 until short}y before mid-
night."%7. | |

At 0500 on 8 October, without artillery preparation, the American and
French forces between Samogneux and Beaumont began their attack. Before
0800 they had advanced above Brabant, and the lst and 2nd Battalions of the
132nd Infantry, under a dense barrage, were ordered across to that town.
Constrnction of passages over the river and canal had begnn at dawn "under
heavy [Enemi] artillery fire averaging ninety shells an hour =~ many of
them gas shells, so that masks had to be worn during part of the time."S®

_ lith their machine gun companies on their flanks, the lst and 2nd
Battalions -of the 132nd Infantry, under Colo Abel Davis, formed abreast

> ..- - ~ -
a¥ Rgldid H Lt 1 s

Just north of Brabanto At 1100 learning that the 58th Brigade had reached

sea froewm d")l-‘ onlEnAa L lon . S

Halbrouok :and the aouthern edge of the Bois de Brabant they advanoed to- _

03 ‘-‘J‘ ‘;."3"‘"

ward their objective, the road running northeast out of Consenvoye.

e 5 T

“sz:ergve 22 ST %;ﬁé ,j::; ot R T e o e o s :

<. History, I, 98 = 99. .DOR, 33rd Div, 7 - 8 Oct (33rd Div Box 8, 33.1)
reported IE% gas shells in the Forges area between 2200-2345, with 150 HE
shells in the Bois de Forges. Two casualties were reported. '

[

68 :: - -
Histo:z, I, 104 - 05,
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Despite flanking fire from the Bois de Consenvoye, the ‘ob-Jeoti.n was
reached shortly after noon.. At that-time the 2nd Battalion, 131st Infan-
try, was ordered across at,Consen;bye, to support the 132nd Infagtry'in‘
its next advance to the top of the Bois de Chaume. Under a two~hour stend-
ing and rolling barrage, the line advanced towards the wood, only to b;
halted by intense enemy shell fire. -At nightfall the troops dug in along
the south edge of the Bois de Chaume, overtaken by "darkness and storu" .59
The line of XVII Corps, advanced that day with the fire support of 600
guns, extended from the southern‘edge of Bois de Chaume-through the Bois
de Consenvoye=Ormont Ferme-north edge of Bols d'Haumont-northwest corner
of Bois des Caures.7o

Because of the danger éf counterattack against its troops east of
the l(tiuse, as woll as the toll-taking machine gun and artillery fire from
the heights north and east of Sivry-sur-Meuse, the 33rd Division on the
afternoon of the 8th ordered the two remaining battalions of the 13lst

Infantry to the Bois de Forges as an emergency resex've.,"1

- e e e iy

PO S

S L T

69
. DOR 33rd Div, 8 - -9.0ot. ' Cf Msg, CO 132nd Inf, 8520 p.m., 8 Oct;
"t 6540, left battalion advance element about 700 yards north of COnsen-
voyecocoStopped by standing barrage till dark and dug in 'for night. =
word from right battalion. Capt Kendall, surgeon, just came in, reports
about 76 casualties] : some gas, ‘some bullets, and some. artillery, appar-
ently pretty well mixed" (33rd Div Box 20 32o11)

- . *v;
eensarstiask R e V7L Jorua Toal

70
FO 28, 33rd Div, 11545 p.mo, 8 Oct; History, I, 107 - 08, The 12
batteries of the 52nd Brig fired 13,000 rounds in support that day and
- during the next two days were to fire -8s.many more (DOR 33rd Div, 8 - 10
Oct)o T R o,
History, I, 109 - 10.
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In stubborn retreat betore the advance of the Franoo-Amerioan foroee

glong 1ts front that day, Haas Ost ordered its artillery to nnke 'tho widest

PRl

posslble use of gas emmunitionoo.[iy the 77'3 and field howitzeré] tith

slight use of HE“ through the night of 8 -~ 9 October. The haraseing fire of -

the 7th Reserve Division artillery 'as to cover COnsenvoye and the terrain

to its north, that of the lst Anstro-Hungarien Divxsion from Consenvoye to

Samogneux, the 32nd D1v1sion from SamOgneux to Anglemont Ferme, and the

The 1st Austro-H 5arian

15th Dlvxslon from Anglemont Ferme to Beaumont.

artillery was also to keep Forges and Brabant under heavy fire during the

nlght to prevent further reenforoements coming over from the west bank,

while from 0S00 on its artillery and that of the 32nd Division were to

maintain annihilation f1re on the portion of the Hagen and Brabant Stel-

lugen on their fronteo72 The forces under Colonel Davis were later to re-

port that they were "flooded with gas" on 8 - 9 October.

hesuming the attack at 0640 on the 9 October under a 6,000-round
barrage, the two battalions of the 132nd Infantry, with the 2nd Battalion,
131st Infantry, in support of the right flank, advanced from below the

Bois de Chaume and reached their . ob*ective ebout noontime, a line above

inkocss 0% 0 o,y fedes s s 8, A

the Tranohee la Vanne and along the north edges of the Bois de Chaume and

Bois Plat-~Chene, - That eame .morning, as the enemy launohed .a concerted

T maanedg

rps foroes,,the l77th and 102nd Infentrx of

o —~-'

-ounterattack against INII Co

o7y - N
«-(.l‘l) oL

R .
HERTE BV S v A Y, Ty

eyt S L R - £ e e e e e e
[ N e LT - A N M 2 el
-

1o cm o i m
hotd . -

'-;?: Aol yat

- Maas Ost Order 4163, 8 Oct (Maas Oat Opns Orders to Oot 18, German
Files Box 48, fol 81Q/32013) Maas Ost WD, 9 Oct, said in conflrmation
that "our arty held the Meuse crossings as well as assembly points and ap-.

proach roads under heavy fire mixed with gas® (German Files Box 115, fol
Ia, po 34). . _ 4
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the 32nd Division, which had come in beside the lst Austro-Hggggyign Divi-

sion during the night, assaulted the 58th Brigade forees at the topfof the
Bois de Consenvoye, driving them back through the woods ond exposing the
flank of the 33rd Division troops (Map No. 10).73 Nevertheless, the‘fﬁree
battaliondioobtinued to advance above the Bols de Chaume and at 1460 were
in the viciniﬁ} of the road from Sivry to Villeneuve Ferme.74

”j$ that point, the 102nd Infantry wheeied and hit the 131lst Infantry

on the:right flank, as the 232nd Reserve Infantry and 105th Storm Battal-

ion of the lst Austro-Hungarian Division struck the battalions of the

132nd Infantry below Sivry.7% All three battalions were driven back ap-
proximately two kilometers as the German forces recaptured the Bois de
Chaume and Bois Plat-Chene. The troops that had fallem back to the

trenches below the Bois de Chaume were described that night as "in very

7’3 .
Msg, Maj Chipenfield [JAG, 33rd Div] with 18th Fr Div, 8550 a.m.,

9 Oct; Msg, Huidekoper, 9515 a«mo., 9 Oct; Msg, Adj 68th Brig, 103510
aomo, 9 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32016)

H

74 -

_-,zParticular Order 868/3, XIVII Corps, 1350 hrs, 9 Oct reporting Msg,
Hu{dekoper at’ 2:20 pem. (with lsgs in Box.6, 32. 16).

75/ = L N e /

- T = Y ,~- - P / i

> Yhese erroneous identifzeations ‘of the lst A-H units involved ap-
pear “in a number of, 33rd Div. records. ;The 1st A-H Div had a 106th St. -
Bn, but not a 105th, and the '232nd Res ‘Inf was In the 107th Div and not
on this front. See Map Nos 10 for -the more probable units. There are

also discrepancies between this nap “and the reoords oonoerning the 32nd .
Div unit involved. =
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76

poor shape." J

The three battalions under Col. Abel Davis were in no ocondition to con-
tinue the attacke In two days they had advanced five kilometers through the
Hagen and Volker Stellungen and were at the Giselher Stellung when they were
stopped. "They..c.had been heavily pounded with shells and machine-éun fire,
and flooded with gas,®™ and had lost 1 officer and 37 men killed, 1l officers
and 315 men woundedo77 |

The Division Gas Officer.was to say there were no special gas attacks
on 8 and 9 October but that 1arge numbers of gas shells mlxed with HE fell
over the entire division area, on both sides of the Meuse. "The large

losses reported this date [Eoeo, 257 gas cases in the 129th Infantry, 181

gas cases among the forces east of the MeusE] were misleadingo" The

76
Msg (Conversation), Capt Bader [LO Fr lhssionj at 66th Brig Hq to

G = 3 33rd Div, noho, 9 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16); DOR, 33rd Div, 9 - 10

Oct; History, I, 112 - 15; ltr, CO 132nd Inf to CG 33rd Div, 15 Nov, subs

Conf Mesmo 36 (33rd Div Box 20, 33.6). -

Maas Ost WD, 9 Oct, implied that the prlncipal object of the counter-
attack that day was Kronprinzhohe rﬁill 316 in the bois de Chaun:] but
the arty comdr of the 32nd Div said its 102nd and 177th Inf were ordered
to retake the HWL [i.e., MLK| or Volker Stellung (32nd Div-Sub Units WDkA,
8 = 20 Oct, German iles Box 184, fol III, p. 112).

R prisoner ‘that day described the fortified mg nests, 10 meter-deep
dugouts, ‘and trench network in the Bois de Chaume and Bois de Consenvoye
and said these ‘woods.would be held and that 3 to 4 divisions were in re- .
serve back of the woods for that purpose (Msg, Capt Lauer Asst G - 2 33rd
Div, tc G = 2 33rd Div, 12&05 Pelo, 9 Oct)o,

Coaill

77777 e

Hiseor A I 115, - Ltr,ACO'ISan'Inr 15 Nov, above, said the casual~
ties as of the 9th were 2 officers and 34 men killed, 7 officers, and 191
men woundedo

Notes The History (I, 115, 362) reports the seme casualty totals for
the bn of the 132nd Inf on the west bank as for the two bns on the east
bank. See p. 57 below. Ltr, 15 Nov, is probably correct.
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opera%ion under Colonel Davis had slowed down, said Liéutenant Vawter, and

on the 9th all those men who were thought to have been gassed were sent to
the aid station for examination. The Medical Department kept no record of
the number of those who were evacuated but estimated that it was at least

50 percent of those examined.”8

Reenforcements to the East Bank

Brigadier General Wolf, commander of the 66th Brigade, was now
placed in charge of troops acrsssjshe rivsr, and on ths‘nighé of 9 October
resnrsrcehents began pouring over the bridges. All three battalions of -
the much~-gassed 129th Infasfry, the 3rd Battalion of the. 130th, and the
two remaining battalions of the 13lst, with four machine gun companies,

- were moved across durihg the night°79 Except for the battalion of the
132nd Infantry with the 4th Division in the Bois du Fays, two battalions
of the 130th Infantry in front of Brieulles, and a s1ngle machine gun
company in the Bois de Forges, all combat units of the 33rd Division were

now on the east bank of the Meuseoao

Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 22 Feb, subs Gas Atks (GAF-33rd Div). Hospital
admission lists show 251 gas éasualties and 115 wounded evacuated on 9
Oct (see Analysis)o

Six gas casualties were reported in one of the MG companies when it
traversed a contaminated area in the Bois Jure that night (Ltr, DGO o
CGO III C, 13 Oet, subs Gas'Rpts) - R

oo~ L
Ee LS

Historx? I, 116 - 17. Aotually, the 3rd Bn, 129th Inf, orossed on
the night of the 9th, the other two the next day (Chron Res of Events
of 65th Brig, ‘10 Oot, 33rd Div Box 13, 1ll.5). ¢

80
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- The movement across the river had been carried out under cqntiﬁnalf
harassiﬁg fire“frop the enemy guns to the north. -The War Diary of fhe

7¢h Reserve Division artillery commander reported that "abundant gas"

- was fired on the night of 9 - 10 October, both on the reenforcements

moving down the west bank and the forces clinging to their positions on -

the east banks

During the night the batteries fired heavy harassing fire on troop areas,
woods, roads, approaches, probable assembly places, and bridgeheads south
of Vilosnes, west of Sivry to south of Belhaine-Muhle on the west bank of
the Meuse, with long range fire in front of our lines south of Sivry-
Kronprinz draw-[below Hill 316 [-Schaumberg Ravine [$o the west of Hills
375 and 382]-south of Pantaleon Kapellei The nightly harassing shoot was
carried out with abundant gas content. :

. The order for attack issued by XVII Corps on the evening of the Sth
directed the 33rd Division to retake the Bois de Chaume and Bois Plat-
Chene with the two “fresh™ battalions of the 13lst Infantry in the lead,
exploiting to the line south of Sivry-Villeneuve ferme-G;id line 24 (ses
ﬁaﬁ Noo 2); The 58th Brigade of the 29th Division and the 18th French
Division would continue their advance to the Bois de la Grande Montagne,
Bpig‘dqf}ghxe;nq, and Bois d'OrmOnt.82 |

When General Wolf arrived on the east bank, he reported to Gemeral

s
Ja

S o S PO =

Bl -uas vr: v R T T )

... Arko 95 WD, 10 Oct (7th Res Div-Sub Units-WD&A, 23 Sep - 11 Oct,
German Files Box 155, fol 1I, p. 52); Morning Rpt, Tth Res Div, 10 Oct
(fol I, po 188), The Morning Bpt for 1l Oct (p. 196) said that during
the night gas ‘and HE had again been put on troop assembly areas, roads,
drews, .and the bridgeheads on the Meuse. L |

82 . .. ‘ ' . S
""" Msg, CofS XVII Corps, 9345 p.mo, 9 Oot; Particular Order 86?/3, S
Ooct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16).
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Unless [ the £8th Brigade | helps us on the right, we will be only throwing
away men to attack [ the German forces in the woodé:] Bader ([ Capt, LO,
French Mission] thinks unless they will help us we should withdraw to the
normal objective[:goeo, Consenvoye-top of Bois de ConsenroiE].

General Bell replieds
That attack has got to be made tomorrow morning at 6 o'clock. Has Ridgway
been relieved in accordance with my orders; Relieve him at once....He is
panicky. The regiment at the right is going to make the attack.soo.Nere the
troops of the l3lst engaged in this fight? What is tp prevent the five
battalions that did not take part, making the attack tomorrowreo.You have
five fresh battalions. I will see that they get there.

The attack was made without the help of the 58th Brigade on the right.
The barrage oame down at 0605 on the morning of the 10th and the troops
moved out through Colonel Davis' exhausted and disorganized forces in the
Tranchee du Cable. Against heavy artillery and machine guﬁ fire, the 3rd
Battalion, 13lst Infantry, fought its way through the Bois de Chaume to
the road from Sivry to Villeneuve Ferme. At 1050 its commander reporteds

Our troops gained objective but could not hold it on account of intense
shelling and machine gun fire. Shelling is of HE and gas. Am trying to
gather troops who are in the underbrush and will establish a new line in
La Vanne trench west of Bois de Chaume. Can you send re-inforcements to
join on my right?

T3 — :

Msg (Conv), ne ho, 9 Oct (33rd Div Box 6 320 16) records a series of
conversations between Bader, Wolf, and Bell that night. One conv indi-
cates it was 2040 when Gen Bell ordered the two bns of the 129th and one
of the 130th to rpt to Gen Wolf on the east bank, and that they were. to
lead the’ attack at ‘daylight.:* But the 1318t Inf untts, preceding them

------

across the‘river,.made the attaoko'g, B -5

The reference to Maj Hamlet C. Ridgway (an Bn, 1313t Inf) seems oxplained
in'Bpt, 131st Inf Engagement at Bois de Chaume (33rd Div Box 19, 33.6)s
"One recently assigned Mejor who had never been in action before was in-
clined to be panicky, and more or loss disorganization existed in some of
the three Regimental Detachments and Machine Gun Companieg scattered as
they were through the woods." Major Ridgway, however, was with the 'divi~
sion when it arrived in France. The "recently assigned Major" has not
otherwise been identified. ' Ce

- 5] -




Lm

™
I}

patie

-
’u‘luw

e sl
L 1

— ,v!v;r:mlh‘l‘alw:m, ,:‘,f a

3]
: B
3]
=
=

~ An hour later he signalleds - - ~ 7 .. .l.ve "7-:;'-—'- el

We are in a hole. - -So is lst Battalion. Company A of lst Battalion is with-
drawlng.{ Enemy u-tillery fire is ruining us.

And ten minutes la.terg _

1lst Battalion is now 1000 yards to my right with no troops in between. I
have no field of fire and in case of attack will have to fall back in the
woods. The woods are being shelled very heavily and it would be almost
impossible to keep troops. in there with gas as strong as it i18.ccoIt is im-
possible to stay in the :front edge of the woods without having a gas mask
on all the timeo wa sure need more men.

At 1240, the 3rd Battalion fell back through the woods.84

On the right, the lst Battalion, 1313t Infantry, initially disorgan-
ized by intense machine gun fire had almost come up to the 3rd’ Battalion
when its position along the north edge of the ﬂoods was made untenable by
hostile fire and "vegetationoooreeking with gaso"es Tenable or not, the
1st Battalion hung on, for at 1400 the commander of the 1313t Infantry re~
ported his line spread thinly along the north edges of Chaume and Plat- x
Chene woods, witﬁout any sign of-the 58th Brigade on his flaﬁk. Ten min-

utes later, the 1st Battalion signalleds

Enenmy is formlng for counterattack. Without further strength for fromt
line will have to withdraw. Heavy casualties have besn suffered and no

touch on right

Esoos —

84 .

T sg, €0 3rd’Bn 151st Inf [Maj Francis M. Allen] to CO 151st Inf,

1050, 10 Oct; Msg, ibid., 1205; Msg, Capt Magner with 3rd Bn, ibid., 1215,
Msg, 3rd Bn,” 1b1d.,‘1‘24'o (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16.)

Mg wan TR Ao e I TN AT st

85
uﬂieto_::z I, 118 - P

Msg, €O 13lst Inf [Col Jos Bo Sanmborm ] to CO_116th Inf [58th Brig].
1400,-10 Oct; Msg, CO 1st Bn, 131st Inf [Maj Coady] to €O 131st Inf,
1410, (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16. )
Although Msg, CO 13lst Inf to CO lst Bn, 13lst Inf, 1355, 10 Oct (33rd Div
Box 18, 32,16) ordered Capt Walter Ho Magner of 2nd Bn, 13lst Inf to replace
Coady as lst Bn comdr, this does not seem to have taken place until 13 Oct.

See below, p 61,

no ~

co
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> " Advence elements of both the 3rd ‘and lst Battalions, 131lst Infantry,
seem to have got on the road west of Sivry and above the Bois Plat-Chene
almost to Villeneuve Ferme, for the first were seen fromtho ‘air and,
though questionable, the others were so reported at 1600 by the lst Bat-
ta_li'ox'u -

Have suffered heavy casualties. Troops dug in on 84 Meridian. 1lst Bat-
talfon, 129th Infantry in rear my right flank.8? : ‘

With troop elements dug in to f:he east of Sivry and the remainder of
the Srd and lst Battalipns, 131st Infg.ntfy,‘ disorganized and scattered
above and in the Bois de Chaume end Bois Plat-Chene, the 3rd Battalions
of the 130th and 129th Infantry were sent up as support on the afternoon
of the 10th, and were themselves thrown into disorder by the “terrifio
artillery fire consisting of high explosivé, shrapnel and gas; as well
as flanking machine gun fire resulting in many casualties."™ "The ter-
rain which they occupied was flooded with gas," and "enemyApla‘mes sprayed
the line with machine gun fire..cwithout opposition.®®

' That night the left side of the line remained near Sivry, while the
battered right of the line, held only by disorganized detachments, dug in
along Dans 1es Vaux valley and through the woods east to Meridian 24. Un-
dar heavy machind gun)’ shell, and gas’ fire, 1t was'not possible to commect

. 4l ey e .- - - Ly .. e e - i - . N .
LA ANy lns oA e T I S S SR PR : Ll

87 : .
~—- Msg -and msp dropped by Lt Borden, 90th Air Squad, 1520, 10 Oct; FM,
CO 1st Bn 13lst Inf to CO 131lst Inf, 1600 (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16).

N

R I

R

88
" History, I, 122 - 24,
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up the 1line, "but individual units dug in the best they could."®®
At 2015 that night, the commander of the lst Battalion, 13lst Infantry,
sent the first of a series of messages desoribing his plights

Counterattack imminent as enemy has been massing troops all day. Frontrr
thinly held. Support is absolutely necessary if we hold.

Need support. Valley is shelled and gassed. Casualties estimated at 50%.

My right flank entirely open. Have lost touch with my C and D companies
and the other two badly shot up. Need supportogo

At midnight, the regimental surgeon reporteds

The extreme point of endurance has almost been reached and I have gnge
fears for the result if the regiment is not withdrawn from the line.

Indicating the probable disposition of 33rd Division troops on the
night of 10 October is & map prepared by the 129th Infantry, tracing the
movements of its battal}ons-between 9 - 20 October (Map Noo 11). Another
map showing the disposition of 13lst Infantry troops on the 10th is fepre-
sented by the Overlay to Map No. 1llo Neither map indicates any advance
forces or patrols on a line with Sivry, although messages and records of
events put them that far forward.

-8§till another map, made by an officer of the Historical Section, Army -
War College,‘hndfbisqd;oprpi&ent1fied division records and an actual survey v
of the terrain éaéffdf’the‘ﬂeuse, appears as Map Noo 12. It is unlikely

that any of tﬁéxgétéﬁlionslrépfesented, except pérhaps thd;e'in the Tranchee

89
History, I, 124,

90 — ’
Msgs, Coady CO lst Bn to CO 131st Inf, 2015, 2245, 2400, 10 Oct (33rd

Div Box 6, 32.16).

9l
Msg, MO to CO 13lst Inf, 2400, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).
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du Cable and above Consenvoye, possessed anything like the ooheaion indi-~
cated on these maps.

On the west bank of the Meuse on the 10th, under relatively light
enemy fire, the lst and 2nd Battalions of the 130th Infantry were spread
in a thin line from the western edge of the Bois de la Cote Lemont, through
the Bois de Dannevoux, around the bend of the Meuse, down to Laiterie de
Belhaine, with two platoons sent that day to occupy the sector between
Damevoux and COnsenvoya.g2

The only other element of the 33rd4Division on that side of the river
was the 3rd Battalion, 132nd Infantry, and its machine gun company, with
the 4th Division in the Bois du Fays. On the 10th it participated in the

attack against the Bois de Foret, advancing to the northern edge of the

wood, and holding its position until relieved by the 3rd Division on the

-13th. 1In its week with the 4th Division, the battalion lost 1 officer and

37 men killed, 11 officers and 315 men wounded and gasseds The machine
gun company comnander was to say that "due to the enemy alternating high
velocity shells with gas," 105 of his 130 combat men had become casualties

during that weekog3

92
History, I, }25a

.93

~ - History, I, 125, 130, 362, Ltr, CO MG Co 132nd Inf to CO 132nd Inf,
30 Jan 19, subs Rpt on Action...in Bois du Fays, 6 = 12 Oct (33rd Div
Box 20, 33.6). :

Cf Msg, Maj Bullington CO 3rd Bn 132nd Inf to G - 3 33rd Div, 5510 pom.,

10 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16)s "I have had 9 officers and about 167 men

casualties. Located in Bois de Fayso. My doctor and first aid people were
all gassed and have gone to the hospital." '




"Situation..ountenable..o.condition of meno.e.desperate”

"The order of XVII French Corps on the evening of 10 October announced

TN

LA

that the line reached that day ran across the top of the Bois de Chaume
and Bois Plat-Chene-Hill 371 (west of Richene, i.e., Hill 382);the north-

ern edge of the Bois de Molleville-southern edge of the Bois d'Ormont.

i

"y
b
L

E? There was no change in the mission of the 33rd Division, as the 58th Brig- ?
g_ ade was directed to contime its advance to the Grande Montagne the next |
fg morning, supported by the French divisions on its rightog4 '
;ﬁ But the Bois de Chaume was as yet tenubusly held, and most of the

Bois Plat-Chene remained firmly in the enemy's hands. Fearing another

counterattack against its tired forces, the 33rd Division directed that

an emergency defense line be prepared along the top of the Bois de
Chaume rumning southeast to Hill 371, with a liaison detachment between
Hills 371 and 382 (Richene), comnecting with the 58th Brigade. "The Line

of Resistance will be held to the lastc...Prompt means will be taken to o

bring up all stragglers, and to complete any necessary reorganization of

g e q’HI‘f“s:ffmwéwm.:;m.w;‘zmip'.“"“%u:aa"f"xrf_ ki

units."9° _ | | |
? :

A 5 . .
3 : Histo!'!, I, 126, : : i
1§ 95 - | it
izl Cr s FO 29 33rd Div, 9300 ponu, 10 Oct. FM CG 66th Brig to Opns 0 1313t ' e
=3 Inf, .2025, 10 Oot (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).
i Troops "drifting to the rear in large numbers upon small excuse® -- a prob-
g;‘ lem in the St. Mihiel operation -- became a real threat on the whole Army

front in October. See III Corps orders on straggling, cited in Conf Memo i
7, 33rd Div, 7 Sep, and Conf Memo 24, 33rd Div, 21 Oct (33rd Div Box §, '
32015),

The events east of the Meuse that week were anticipated by III Corps be-
fore the operation began. Opns instructions, 13lst Inf, 25 Sep (33rd Div

i
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Throughout the night of 10 = 11 October and the following day inces-

sant high explosive, machine gun, and gas fire hampered the division as it
sought to round up its stragglers, reorganize its units, and set up the de-
fensive line on the edge of the Bois de Chaume. The commander of the iat
Battalion, 13lst Infantry, in the valley above Chaume, reported that morn-
ings "Am being flanked on right by heavy machine guns. Can't hold on
much longer. Advise."™ So far as he could tell, he had 8 officers and 243
men left in his battalion, including headquarters men. One company had
onlyrso men and was without office;-s.g6

Some idea of the confﬁsion at the time may be seen in Brigadier
General Wolf's order, and its sequelae, to Colonel Sanborn of the 131lst
Infantry on the mornihg of the llth, to teke command of the 3rd Battalions
of the 129th and 130th Infantry, with their machine gun units, as well as
his own regiment and machine gun companies. When thege scattered and cas-
ualty-ridden elements had been regrouped, he was to organize a defensive
line with a battalion each of the 131st, 130th, and.129th Infantry’abreast

along Grid 82, a support line in the trenches below Bois de Chaume and Bois

Plat-Chene with the lst and 2nd Battalions of the 13lst Infantry, and

95 r ontinued)

Box 18, 32,.11) quoted a ltr from Gen Bullards ®In the fight expect from
even good officers reports of their losses greater than ever occurred in
any battlec..oBxpect therefore hysterical outcries for reenforcements long
before they are necessary...o.Make big provisions for military police to
push men back into the firing line. Search rear echelons and kitchens
especiallyoooo” : :

96

Msgs, lst Bn 131lst Inf to CO 131lst Inf, 1000, 1100, 11 Oct (33rd Div
Box 18, 32.16; Box 6, 32.18).



reserve forces in the trenches northeast of Consenvoye comprising the 1lst

and 3rd Battalions of the 129th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 132nd Infan-
97 '

try:
Almost continuous heavy enemy fire made movement all but impossible
and little reorganization of units or preparation of defensive positioﬁs

was achieved over the next three days. As Colonel Sanborm saids

The troops from 6 AoM., October 10th to the night of October 14th-15th
were subjected to shell fire, machine gun fire, gas, aeroplane attacks
and fire from snipers incessantly in some parts of the line. Very few
were able to obtain any needed rest or sleep. To add to their discom-
fort it rained nearly every day, frequently food could not be transported
to parts of the line, sometimes it was spoiled by mustard gas, Ean low
areas in the woods compelled men to wear gas masks nearly all the time....

And he addeds
Commencing the night of the 10th until the relief, battalion and company
commanders [8enft ] messages Eonstantlﬂ portraying the situation as un-
tenable and the condition of the men as desperate.

Of the messages extant in the records of the division, those of the
1lst Battalion, 131lst Infantry, are most complete. In a final exchange
with Colonel Sanborn on the 12th, Major Coady reporteds

The condition of the Battalion is awfully bad. The men are completely ex-
hausted. They are constantly exposed to artillery and machine gun firecc..

97
.- History, I, 128 - 33; Msg, CO 13lst Inf to Maj Bittle EO 3rd Bn,
130th Infc 1100, 11 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16). .

The remains of the lst and 3rd Bns, 129th Inf were ordered consolidated
in the early morning of the 12th (Msg, PC 130th Inf to 3rd Bn 13lst Inf
[2ic ]» 2520 aem, 12 Oct, 33rd Div Box 18, 32016). ~

98 .
131st Inf Engagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 - 14 Oct (33rd Div Box
) 19. 3306) H Histor!, I, 359,

- 60 «
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They can't possibly stand it any longers. [Only 2 captains and 3 lieutenants

are left,j the other officers being killed or wounded.
250 men left., Most of them when they get out of here will be phy.1°‘1
wreoks. Can't something be done to relieve this situation?

Colonel Sanborn replieds -

Stay where you are and hold the line until you hear further from me. You

are no worse off than the rest of the troops who are holding on and making
no oomplaintsogg

The next day, Major Coady of the lst Battalion was replaced by Captain
Magner, Major Ridgway of the 2nd Battalion who had fallen back on the morn-
ing of theb gth, was replaced by Captain‘ Marr, and the messages from the lst
Battalion ceased.00

Neither Army, corps, mnor divisional artillery, confined since 2
October to the firing of HE alone, appears to have been effective against
the heavy enemy fire. Although the 52nd FA Brigade, on the west bank ad-
vanced its 75's from the Bois de Forges to the Bois Jure, with several
batteries put across‘ the river beloﬁ Consenvoye, and from the Cote d'Oie
to the vicinity of Gercourt, to give closer support to the operations on
the east bank, it could get no directions for its fire and the enemy guns
pour_ecﬁl' in shell umnol.ested. 01

The batteries of the lst Austro-Hungarian Division joimed in that

Maas Ost fire, but by 10 October the troops of the German division were

EER

Msg, lst Bn 131st Inf to CO 13lst Inf, 1215, 12 Oct; Msg to CO lst
Bn, 131lst Inf, 1220 (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).

100 :
Msg, CO 13lst Inf, 1500, 13 Oot (33rd Div Box 18, 32,16).

101
History, I, 128, 132, 136,
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reduced to defensive clusters of exhausted men. A ten-page Op;f;tion, re-

port of the division describes in some detail the action of the lst Austro-

Hungarian and 32nd Division on 8 - 10 chober. It asserts that each Ger-

man regiment in the line was opposed by an entire American or French divi-
sion, and that regrouping of the available artillery, together with deter-
mined counterattacks by the last reserve forces on that front, were the
decisive factors in the successful holding 0perationolo2

On the afternoon of 12 QOctober, the remnants of the lst Austro-

Hungarian Division were relieved by the 228th Division and marched to

Jametz (Map No. 13), "to reorganize new combat units from it and be ready

for re-employment as soon as pOSsibleo"lo3

Overwhelming as the enemy fire seemed to the 33rd Division, General
von Soden of Maas Ost was to express dissatisfaction on 12 October with

the fire performance of the divisional artillery under his command. An

order that day saids

In spite of many directions [%iven in corps orders on 2, 5, 6, 8, 9,
October] that gas ammunition iIn significantly large amounts be firedocoo
the ammunition consumption survey of 10-11 October showed that nothing ap-
proaching this order was achieved. According to this survey only 2,262
rounds of gas against 29,843 rounds of HE were fired in the entire group
areao I ask all headquarters with all their means to carry out the given

102 = - e e

Opns Bpt 2966, Combat Activities East of the Meuse, lst ArH Div, 14
Oct (Italian Files Box 2, A-H Army Hq).
103

Opns Rpt 2966, p. 10. On 18 Oct, the "worn-out® lst A-H Div was
back in the line, in the Vllosnes-81vry sector, replacing the 117th Div,
and adjacent to the 5th Bav Res Div of Maas West.
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orders regarding the expenditure of gas ammunition.104
There is evidence that Maas Ost artillery sought to comply with this

directive, for 7th Reserve Division orders to its artillery for the nights

of 12 = 13 October and 13 = 14 October called for "heavy gas content" and
"abundant use of gas™ in the harassing fire missions in the Dannevoux area,
in the woods of Cote Lemont, Moriaux, Dammevoux, and Jure, the length of
the Vilosnes-Drillancourt road, the east edge of the Bois de Forges across
to Consenvoye, the Sivry-Consenvoye road, and each of the principal vil-
lages on the west bank of the Meuse.'® The 33rd Division is said to

have reported a total of 2,000 gas shells, principally yellow cross and
green cross (phosgene), in its sector through the week of 14 - 21 October,

and gas cases increased pr0portionately.1°6

104 - ' ' \
Opns O 4268, Maas Ost, 12 Oct (German Files Box 48, fol 810-32,13).
0f these five orders, only that of 8 Oct has been found in the German
files. Maas West Order 759, 12 Oct, similarly ordered more "generous

use of gas" and "more gas than shrapnel," but gave no emmo summary. (Maas

West WD&A, 24 Sep - 1l Nov, German Files Box 50, fol II, po 61).

Notes This is the only German document giving precise figures on gas

ammo expended., Presumably the period of time over which the 2,262 gas

shells were fired by the arty of the 7th Res Div, lst A~H Div, 32nd Div,

and 228th Div -- all of Maas Ost == was that of the corps orders referred
P e ————— .

to, 2 ~ 12 Octo . i

If this was the weight of gas shell fired by Maas Ost arty on both banks
of the Meuse, the amount falling in the 33rd Div sectors on either side
of the river cannot have been great, btut put on tired troops it produced
results out of all proportion to its weight.

105 . .- o , ‘ |
_ Div Orders 127/10 end 135/10(7th Res Div WDtA, 13 Sep - 19 Oct,
Germen Files Box 155, fol I, pp. 203, 207).

106

Ltr, CGO III Corps to CGO First Army, 27 Oct, subs Weekly Rpt, 21
Oct (lst Army Box 340, III CGO). .
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It was the night of 13 - 15 October before partially regrouped units

on the east bank moved into the defensé, support, and reserve positions
that had been prepared during intervals in the ememy shelling. Only two,
instead of the planned three, battalions were put into the front line
positions, with one in support and four in reserve. The other two battal-
ions on that side of the river, the lst and 2nd of the 132nd Infantry,
hardest hit in the counterattack on the 9th, remained in the trenches
near the reserves at Consenvoye.107

The 2nd Battalion, 129th Infentry, was one of the two units that
moved forward to Grid 82 in the Bois de Chaume that night (see Map No.
11).
They were engaged in improving their positions until the 15th of October.
In this wood the weather continued damp and cold, a continual fog hanging
in the woods, and rain falling often. The enemy used all calibers in
strafing the woods, end swept from one end to the other with his batter--
ies night and day. Gas was used extensivgég in his bombardments and the
troops had to be constantly on the alert.
The two remaining battalions of the 129th, in reserve above the Consen-
voye road, reported six "heavy gas and HE bombardm?nts" between 13 - 15
October.m9

The occupation of the hasty defense lines on the night of 13 - 14

Qctober terminated the active operations of the 33rd Division east of the

Meuse. N
o7
~ History, I, 136 - 37. See Opns 0 o, 130th Inf, 19 Oct (33rd Div
Box 17, 32.{2), for the final defensive organization. _
108 "
Opns of 2nd Bn, 125th Inf, History, II, 657.
109 '

S0I, 129th Inf, 13 - 15 Oct (33rd Div Box 16, 32.16).
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Modest Gains

Marshal Foch in his Memoirs said that betwsen 8 - 10 October the
XVII French Corps got possession of the line Sivry-Beaumont, but after
10 October it
met with constantly increasing resistance from the enemy and the means
at its disposal were insufficient to overcome the obstacles which its
advance encountered. Its gains became more and more modest. The enemy
seemed firmly resolved to hold the right bank of the Meuse at all costs
-- an assumption which was all the more plausible since this was his
sole chance of covering and aiiuring the retreat of his beaten armies
on his right wing and centre.

‘In extenuation of the failure of the 33rd Division to put its
forces on Haraumont ridge, Colonel Sanborn, commandihg the attacking
troops, said that three times his men had been on the final objective
the[givrbeIIIeneuve Ferme roai]over-looking the ridge and each time had
had to fall back when the troops on the right had been unable to advance
their lines. Each time that the 33rd had moved out in front, enemy
machine guns had worked their way back through the woods to the open
flank and the line had to be withdrawn to keep from being cut to pieces.

”It was not deemed advisable," he said ¥to shell and gas the woods on .

the right E.eo, la Grande lontagnej except as a last resort for fear of

110

.~ Ppo 413, 442 =~ 43, --Not quite at all costs. . When, about 20 Oct,
the lst A-H Div learned that Maas West had orders to withdraw to the
Senta Stellung (belcw Alncreville-Doul lcon) if a full scale attack was
made on the hills morth of Brieulles, the division urgently requested
directions for its own withdrawal in that event (Opns Sec Weekly Rpt
3043, Preparations for Withdrawal and Morale of Troops, 21 Oot, Italian

Files Box 2, A-H Army Hq).




interfering with troops...attempting to come forwardooeo'll% This report

is the only evidence that Haraumont ridge was the 33rd Division objeotive,

Eé%; or that there was ever any thought of gassing the Bois de la Grande

%»¥ Hontagneellz | '

| More truly, the tired and often-gassed troops that cfossed the Meuse
on the night of 9 October was so eut up and disorganized from the 10th on
that they were in no condition to make that advance against withering

fire across open country to the ridge. Losses in the seven days between

Py
gt

8 = 14 October were reported as 2 officers and 53 men killed, 7 officers

and 597 men wounded, and 643 officers and men evacuated as gas and ex-

haustion oases, a total of 1,302 battle casualtieso113

111

it 131lst Inf Engagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 = 14 Oct (33rd Div Box

; 19, 33.6). Word that the 131lst Inf had reached the objestive three times
was reported in a single Msg, Opns Off 13lst Inf to Opns Off 66th Brig,
1550, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).

k|
3 112

In 33rd Div Box 5, 32,12 Opns O, is an overlay without date, identi- -
fication, or explanation, showing six circled targets in la Grande Montagne,
including Hills 377 and 375, and a seventh circle around all Sivry-Sur=-

2; Meuse. Gas or smoke on these areas might well have aided the advance on
B the 33rd Dive.
9, 113 ' C
- =7 Historz} 1, 14so Brig-Gen Wolf, Opns on East Bank of the Meuse, 20
Tl & Nov (33rd Div Box 15, 33.6), the source of these figures, said of the
4. 643 gassed and exhaustion cases that 152 were evacuated on 16 Oct, 429 on
Rt Pl 17 Oct, and 62 on 18 Octo ~
‘i:z: Bpt, 131lst Inf Engagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 = 14 Oct (33rd Div Box
T 19,  3306), claimed that 13lst Inf casualties alone were 14 killed and an
:;;6 incomplete total of 141 woundeds It also claimed all the 643 gas and ex-
_:}ﬂ haustion cases. Elsewhere in the same report, in a contradictory set of

i b B figures, the 131lst Inf claimed its strength on 8 Qct was 57 officers and
i= 2,164 men, and that it lost 19 officers and 406 men in the Bois de Chaume

operationo
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\ Apparently it was solely in an effort to straighten out the tangle
in which the two brigades were now involved, prior to the anticipated
relief of the division, that an order was issued on the evening of 13
October for "mutual transfer of the 65th and 66th Brigadess.o.to the east
and west banks of the Meuse respectivelyo“114 That night, the 1lst and
2nd Battalions of the 132nd Infantry began crossing to the west bank,
to replace the 1lst and 2nd Battalions, 130th Infantry, in the line be-
low Brieullesolls And beginning that same night, the machine gun com-
panies were sorted out to their battalions and the alignment began of

the remaining infantry battalions on their proper side of the Meuseolls

The End of the Campaign

On the evening of 14 October, the operations order of the XVII
Corps amounced that there had been a slight advance in the Bois d°
Ormont, and that the next morning the 58th Brigade, supported by the
33rd and 18th Freﬁch Divisions would take by surprise the fortified

clearing before Molleville Ferme, as part of the continuing operation

114

Add 1 to FO 29, 33rd Div, 6800 PM, 13 Oct; History, I, 139,
reason whatever is offered in.the Historz for the transfer.

115

No

Under daily shell fire end bursts of gas from the north, northeast,
and east bank of the Meuse, the 130th Inf reported total casualties at

the time of its relief as 27 men killed, 9 officers and 135 men wounded

(Ltr, CO 130th Inf to CG 33rd Div, 15 Nov, subs Rpt of Opns, 33rd Div
Box 17, 11.4)o ~

116 Ces .
History, I, 138 = 42,
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against the Grande Montagneoll7

With‘corps and ﬁivisional fire, and supported by a battalion of the
129th Infantry, the 58th Brigade resumed the attack at 0800, 15 October.
Though it reached the southern edge of the Bois de la Grande Montagne,
it could not advance to its first objective. The suppor£ing 129th In-
fantry element, with 39 men killed end wounded, fell back to its origi-
nal position on the southern edge of the Bois Plat-Chen.eol18 All that
afternoon and night the enemy put heavy fire on the vicinity of Consen-
voye, the Bois de Chaume, and the Cogsenvoye-Etraye road, and at 1930
put a heavy gas concentration just east of the Bois de Chaume.119

The attack was renewed on the 16th, when the 58th Brigade carried
the enemy positions at Molleville Ferme, and the next day reportedly
reached the summit‘(Cotq 3757) in la Grande Montagne. Except for the
necessary adjustment of its lines on the right flank, the 33rd Division

held fast along Grid 820120

117 -
‘ History, I, 145 - 46,
'118 Ridhe )
History, I, 145 = 49; SOI 35, 33rd Div, 14 - 15 Oct.
119

.History, I, 149, DOR, 15 - 16 Oct rptd 50 gas & HE rds at that
hour .on the road east of Consenvoye, with "shelling" in the Bois de
Chaume. . - .

_ Hf&torz} I;'152 = 55, See G - 2 Plan of Defense, Sector EBast of
Meuse to Grid Line 24, 17 Oot (33rd Div Box 8, 32.8), which rptd that

“the enemy still held a11 terrain above Grid 83 east of the Meuse. Be-~
“tween Vilosnes and Sivry, said G = 2, were elements of the 106th Land-

sturm Div end lst A-H, and from S1vry east, elements of the 15t 15th Div,
tH 7th Res Div, and nd 228th Div.
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With American troops comprising almost two-thirds of hisg corps forces,

General Claudel had for some time been concerned with the serious losses

et

they were sustaining from gas shell bombardments. The enemy, he said in

a Note de Service on 11 October, "has made, during several counterattacks,

s el sk T T

intensive use of Yperite" and it was necessary to caution the Americans to
avoid delay in masking during any bombardment, to prepare changes of sta-
tion in case of yperite shelling, to disinfect yperite areas quickly, and

& to instruct troops in gas defense.

Less than a week later, on the 17th, speaking of the 42 gas casual-

x ties reported that day in the 33rd Divisien‘and the 97 in the 29th Divi-

sion, Claudel saids "These high figures can only indicate either in-

O
b e

experience or carelessness on the part of the men."™ Intensive instruc-

tions were to be given at once by the two divisions in proper mesking and

proper respect for yperiteolzl 'No replies or comments on these notes

1

AXEWAMII"!# e q‘t ki

[t
I

L

have been found. Of interest, as they support General Claudel's concern,

are comparative gas casualty figures for his French divisions, in the

TS A
)

MTIA il
m&w%‘ )y

Analysis, below.

EO

121

Muum

Notes de Service 936L/h 11 Oct; 946 q/s 17 Oct (Sird Div Box 7,
3207) 0 i}

The 33rd Div casualties on the 17th may have resulted from the 45 gas~'
and HE rounds on the 129th Inf in the Bois de Chaume at 1525 on the 16th,
further gas and HE on the road above the Bois de Consenvoye at 1615, and

three "heavy gas" fires at 2150 2400, and 0130, 17 Ooct, on the road west
of Consenvoye wood.

it T

The 129th Inf reported “heavy gas" thirteen times in the five-day period,

13 - 18 Octo See S0Is, 129th Inf. (33rd Div Box 16, 32.16). Chron Rec of B
Events of 129th Inf, 19 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 11o5) says total casualties |
of the regt 29 Sep - 19 Oct, were 37 killed, 1041 wounded or gassed.
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Through each of these days of waitinmg, from 14 to 19 Ootober, the

apparently unassailable enemy artillery continued to pound the 33rd Divi-

. sion astride the Meuse with gas and HE, hitting its artillery positions

in the Bois Sachet, Bois Jure, and in the vicinity of Drillancourt and
Goercourt, its troops in transit over the Meuse, and the troop areas east
of the river from Consenvoys to the Bois de Chaume ., 122

The increased use of gas after 12 October, as demanded by Maas Ost,

is seen in the ammunition consumption reports that are available for the

32nd Division, which came in between the lst Austro-Hungarian and 15th

Divisions on 8 October. (Its subsequent position is represented in Map
Noo 14.) Though sketchy between 8 - 1l October, thereafter the artillery

records of the 32nd Division are fairly complete. While its principal

targets were in the sector of the 29th Division and 18th French Division,
some proportion of its fire each day fell on the worn=out 33rd Division
beside them. The dates below are those of the reports and represent the

previous day's fires

13 October 13,099 HE 1,117 gas, (green cross and blue cross)
14 Qctober 3,989 HE 3,981 gas, including 1,084 yellow cross
15 October 5,216 shrapnel 6,690 gas, including 1,022 yellow cross
16 October 3,626 shrapnel 1,957 gas, including 30 yellow cross
17 Ootober 1,707 shrapnel 2,573 gas, including 780 yellow cross
18 October 1,448 shrapnel 990 gas, including 150 yellow cross
19 October 308 shrapnel 1,451 gas, including 557 yellow cross
29,393 18,759 3,623

The targets of the 32nd Division artillery were “ravines and draws

and enemy assembly positions, approaches, and 1nfantr& strong points.™

122

S0I 35 - 40, 33rd Div, 14 - 20 Octo
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On 16 October, Kliener Stern [@elow Molleville Fermé] and Schaumbergmulde

E‘.he revine between the Bois de Chaume end Bois de COnsenvOyej were re-
ported to have been contaminated with yellow cross, with other yellow oross
fire on targets to the right of the 33rd Division sector. That same day,
the 16th, the artillery order said that "the supply of ammunition mekes
greater economy necessary.oo.In annihilation fire blue cross will be used
only in slight amounts."” |

The fire order for the night of 18 - 19 October called for 200 10=cm
yellow cross rounds on the Consenvoye crossroad between 2300-0400, and to
the eaﬁt, 150 rounds of blue and green cross on Kleiner Stern and 300
rounds of yellow cross on tﬁe Ormont Ferme area. The fire order for the
night of 19 -~ 20 October called for 200 rounds of yellow cross along the
Consenvoye-Kleiner Stefn.road, 100 10=-cm yellow cross rounds in the ravine
south of Consenvoye, 150 l0=-cm yellow cross rounds northeast of Consenvoye,
as well as similar quantities of yellow, blue, and greén cross shell in the
sectors of the 29th Division and 18th French Divisions.

The artillery ammunition report of 20 October confirmed the carrying

~out of these missions but failed to distinguish between gas and HE in its

total of 5,991 rounds consumed the previous day.lz3

The Division Gas Officer was to report a total of 1,885 yellow, blue,

and green oross shells in eight separate attacks on troops in the Bois de

- Chaume, Bois Plat~Chene, and in and around Consenvoye between 17 - 19

,Octoﬁef. ‘He repofted few or no casualties resulting from seven of the

2%

32nd Div-Sub Units-WDkA, 8 = 20 Oct (German Files Box 184,' fol III,
pp. 113 = 20),
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 attacks, but the eighth, against the lst Battalion, 129th Infauntry, on the

- afternoon of the 18th, he said, caused "few casualties then, but many

. later.

124 ppoge maey be the 86 men of the 129th Infantry repdrted by

G = 3 as having been "wounded" in the trenches south of Consenvoye that

! dayo

125

They are better identified in the DGO monthly gas report for October,

which shows 97 gas casualties in the 129th Infantry on 18 October and 83

]
Y

on 19 October. A special report on the gas attack of 18 October, however,

. said only 49 men, including the gas NCOs, were evacuated. There had been

éno casualties up to the time the battalion was moved out of the area where
‘approximately 300 green 1, green 2, blue, and yellow cross shells had fal-
len over a period of several hours. But after their arrival in the sup-
port trenches, they sat around a fire to dry out and keep warm, and the

|
icasualties resulted when their wet, contaminated clothing released mustard
‘4nmesolzs In the same monthly gas report for October, Lieutenant Vawter

‘'was to show a total of 807 gas casualties evacuated during the period 17 -

‘21 October,

T , .
| Ltr, DGO to €GO III Corps, 20 Oct, subs Weekly Rpt, 13 - 20 Oct (WD
!Hist Box 300, 33.6). -

ol
.

\125 coon ' o
DOR 33rd Div, 18 =« 19 Octo

glzs

\ Ltr, DGO 33rd Div to C CWS, 20 Oct, subs Special Rpt, { grid linegj
?4=80 Bois de Consenvoye (WD Hist Box 300, 33.6, Rpts on Gas Atks).

o -
VG .
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Begiming the night of 19 = 20 October, as the two brigades completed

their last exchanges of units, the 33rd Division was relieved by the 1S5th
Colonial Division. Three days of rest, to be followed by a short training
period, were prescribed as the last of the troops came into the Disue area,

ten kilometers south of Verdun, on the 218t°127

Less than a week later, on 26 October, the division was transferred
to the II Colonial Corps, Second American Army, and put into ;:he line near
Troyon=-sur-Meuse, southeast of Verdun, in relief of the 79th Division.128

Although operationally inactive until the eve of the Armistice, and
occupied principally with strengthening the defense system in its sector,
the 33rd Division was under gas attack every one of the remaining days of
~ the war, including a major attack over a fairly wide area with approxi-
mately 2,400 yellow and blue cross shells on the night of 29 -~ 30 October

129

that cost a reported 142 gas casualties. In all, between 26 October

127 S
FO 30, 33rd Div, 6315 pomo, 19 Oct (33rd Div Box 5, 32.1); History,

I, 157, 151o FO 76, First Army, 18 hr, 19 Oct_ (USA in the WH, IX. 3'I)v'

said the 33rd Div was relieved "for the purpose. of relieving the 79th Div."

128
‘ FO 31, 33rd Div, 8300 pem., 23 Octo

129

""Rpt on Gas Atk (33rd Div Box 12, 63.33), ltr, DGO 33rd Div to C CWS,
3 Nov, subs Weekly Bpt (GAF=-33rd mv), Note de Service, 31 Oct (33rd Div
Box 7, 32.7); Opns Rpt, 130th Inf, queted in History, I, 390 - 9. ]
Spencerts account (History of Gas Attaocks upon the A.E.F., II, 367) covers
s only part of the attack.

Follcwing this atk the division issued Tng Circ 188, n.d., on "New Gas
| Discipline,”. Tng Circ 189, 4 Nov, on the handling of mistard gas oasual-
ties, and directed attention again to Tng Circ 177, 19 Sep, on mustard
gas defense. Cf. History, I, 184, 188,
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and 11 November, the 33rd Division sustalned 329 gas caaualtioa.lso

The 33rd was one of the few divisions still counting da}ayed gas
casualties when the Armistice ended the war. Having advanced gnd oc=-
cupied a part of the Bols d'Harville, east of Fresnes-en-Woevre, on the
morning of 10 November, the enemy in a final gesture that evening filled
the wood with gas "so dense that further occupancy either by our own or

enemy troops became impossibleo"lsl

.

ANALYSIS

The Battle Casualties-of.the 33rd Division

The History of the 33rd Division was to say that "Ordinarily speak-

ing, 'butcher bills' are a criterion of the [}kill og]-lack of skill in
the handling of troops in action," and pointed proudly to the fact that
in troops killed the division ranked 20th in the AEF, and in wounded it
ranked 12th. The History might have added that with only 27 days in

active sectors, the 33rd Division ranked 13th among the 29 divisions in
the AEFe132 4
' Total battle casualties between 7 September and 11 November, ac-

cording to Ayres, were 1,002 killed and 8,251 wounded. These figures

T30~

33rd Div DGO Monthly Rpt of Gas Casualties, November 1918 (GAF-
33rd Div).. This rpt included 155 gas cases for the latter part _of Oot,
not rptd on the Oct summary, and 174 between 1 - 13 Nov.

131 AT _
" History, I, 216 - 17; III, 127.

132

History, I, 296, 450, Cf. Ayres, The War with Germanys A Statis-
tical Summary, pp. 114, 117,
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seem excessive (though unchallengeable at the moment) in the light of divi-

sional data. For the 44 days (10 September - 23 October) in the sector
north of Verdun, the divisional History reported total battle éasualties of
5,213, including 352 officers and men killed and 4,718 wounded.l33 In his
final report, General Bell showed a total of 5,187 battle casualties between

18 September - 25 October, including 344 killed and 4,700 woundodol34 The

American Battle Monuments Commission's study, 33rd Division Summary of Op-
erations (1944), pp. 43 - 44, reveals still fewer total casualtiess

7-25 Sep 26 Sep 27 Sep-7 Oct  8-23 Oct  Total

Killed 2 54 80 242 378
Died of wounds 11 11 57 82 161
Wounded 52 244 961 2,292 3,549

65 309 1,098 2,616 4,088

What none of these sources reveals is that the 33rd Division had con-
siderably more gas casualties than wounded during the period 26 September -
20 October. What is more, no other division in the AEF suffered greater
numbers of gas casualties than did the 33rd, either during that period or

at any time in the entire Mesuse-Argonne oampaignolss

1= ,
Histozz, I, 166 - 67; 1II, 368,

134 - '
Rpt, Bell to G - 3 First Army, 28 Dec, subs Rpt of Opns of 33rd Div

(33rd Div Box 45, 314.7). : : )

Notes No corroboration is possible through the DORs of the division,

which for the period 26 Sep - 20 Oct indicate total casualties of only
389, including just 6 gas casualties in-thoqe 25 days.
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7~ .Chert in First Army Box 342-CGO Misc Corresp, shows 1,807 gas oasual-
ties in the 33rd Div for 27 Sep = 10 Oct and 2,016 for 27 Sep = 17 Nove.
See also po 90 , below. '




The Gas Casualties

A comparison of Division Gas Officer snd Corps Gas Officer daily gas

figures for the 33rd Division with those found in the field hospital ad-

‘3_‘ mission lists is as followsslS®
%s : FH Admissions
- D% £so Gas HE
i 26 Sep 14
5E 27 Sep 1
28 Sep 3
Py 29 Sep 4 19
kS 30 Sep 20
# 1 Oct 4 25 ' 29 34
i 2 Oct 12 6 4 13
En 3 Oct 18 17 21 15
4 4 Oct 29 6 22 37
= 5 Oct 377 12 161 17
'] 6 Oct 48 322 381 12
£ 7 Oct 10 179 2 2
8 Oct 3 40 5 11
L 9 Oct 465 74 251 115
10 Oct 134 294 106 97
& 11 Oct _ 183 59 91 . 292
4 12 Oct 33 162 85 85
5 13 Oct 14 76 18 24
14 Oct 37 21 37 21
b 15 Oot 63 53 65 .19
16 Oct 120 63 169 - 5
; 17 Oct 325 174 306 13
18 Oct 387 58 142 ' 4
19 Oct 84 62 14
20 Oct 9 12 5
21 Qot 2 . 5
: 2,357 1,641 43 1,978 892
: 138
: & ’ ) DGO data from Rpt of Gas Casualties, 33rd Div, Oct 1918 (GAF-33rd
=g Div).

CGO data from Rpt of Gas Casualties, III Corps, Oct 1918, (First Army Box

340~III C). The rpt also shows that the Corps' 4th Div had 837 gas casual-
B ties in Oct, the 80th had 1,328, the 90th 395, the 3rd Div 602, and the S5th

. 44 Div 507, for a corps total of §,323 in Oct, exclusive of 3 gas deaths in

; =z the 33rd Div (in figures above) and 9 in the 90th Div.
o L als Both gas and HE ocasualty data in the last two columns are from the admis~

sion lists of FHs 129 and 132 (33rd Div, Med Dept Boxes 3711, 3714), FH 318
(80th Div, Med Dept Box 3883), and FH 114 (29th Div, Med Dept Box 3650).

- 78 =
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The figure of 1,978 gas casualties compiled from hospital admission
lists is based on incomplete records. Between 26 - 30 September, FH 131
operated a gas and HE triaga at Glorieux, northwestAof Verdun, until re-
lieved on the 30th by the regular gas hospital of the 33rd Division, FH
132, There are no records available for FH 131, although it is said to
have cared for several thousand patients between 26-- 30 September.137
Many of these patients doubtless came from other divisions as well as
the 33rd, since the narrative indicates less than 350 casualties in the
33rd Division dufing that period, which presumably includes the 65 gas
cases reported by the DGO for 26 - 30 September . 138

Hospital figures for the period 26 September - 4 October are based
on the admission lists of FH 132 at Glorieux and FH 318 (80th Division)
at Fromerville. Hospitalized gas cases for the period 5§ - 15 October
are based on the lists of FH 318 and FH 129, located at Bethincourt,
which took care of 33rd Division gas casualties on the west baak, and
FH 132, to which those on the east bank were sent. Finally, gas casual-
ties for 15 - 20 October are found in the admission lists of FH 129 and
FH 114 (29th Division), which relieved FH 132 at Glorieux.

The hospital picture 1is further complicated by the fact that the

SA e

33rd Division's FH 130, whose records show no gas casualties, was

. Medical Dept of the U § Army in the World War (Washingtons GPO,
1925), ViIiI, 625 - 27.

»2.-

138

:Rpt of Gas Casualties, 33rd Div, Sep 1918 (GAF - 33rd Div).
33rd Div, 28 - 29 Sep (33rd Div Box 8, 33.1) reports total casualtiqs
of 4 officers and 329 men between 26 - 29 Sep.
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nevertheless apparently operated as a gas hospital for a short time,

since an order ended its function as such on 4 October. That same date,

FH 132 was directed to restrict itself to emergency gas cases only,
since III Corps planned to setup an 80th Division field hospital at
Bethincourt as the Corps Gas Hospital.l®9 But gas casualties in the
corps became so numerous == there were more than 5,000 in October -
that a consolidated gas hospital was not practicable, and FH 132 con-
tinued as the principal 33rd Division gas hospita1.14o

The 1,641 gas casualties in the 33rd Division.reported by corps
in its October summary was increased to 1,719 in a postwar corps report
that covered the entire period that the 33rd Division was under III
Corps, i.6., 15 September - 26 October (see below, p. 90 ). An Army
summary of divisional gas casualties over the period 27 September - 17
November showed 2,016 gas casualties in the 33rd Division.*! The Div-
ision Gas Officer's report of 2,357 gas casualties in October was, un-

der the circumstances, perhaps excessive.

Gas Mask Exhausfion

The Chemical Warfare Service appears to have been greatly con-

cerned over the large number of gas casualties reported by the division

139 h

¥Os 11, 12, 108th San Tr, 33rd Div, 3, 6 Oct (MS. Medical History
of the 33rd Div, Med Dept Box 3704, fol 1)

140

Memo for Div Surgeons fr OCS III Corps, 7 Qct (Hedioal History,
above).

141
First Army Box 342, CGO Misc Corresp.

- 81 -




for October., Lieutenant Vawter explained that the figures had been ob~

tained from the divisional statistical officer, but did not represent

the true picture of gas casualties. For instance, he said,

On October 17th one regiment evacuated over 500 men as gassed. This

regiment had been out of the active area 48 hours. Practically every

| man who was examined was found not to be gassed but suffering from ex-

[ haustion and cold. The records of casualties are based on how a man is
i tagged as he goes back and not as the case is actually found. All of

these men were back for duty in a few days.

On the 18th and 19th the 131st Infantry had some 400 men evacuated as @
gassed, and it was found later that the men were suffering from colds o
" sic Jand exhaustion. The Division Medical Gas Officer stated that i
3t possibly 300 to 400 of the others were evacuated the same way. If gas

was not used these would not be evacuated but due to the benefit of t?z
doubt that the men must have, it is necessary to call them gas cases. 2

While these statements of the DGO do not agree at all with the

breakdown of his figures or those of the gas hospitals (Analysis, p.78 ),

there is some corroboration for his remarks in the final report of the 1
131st Infantry medical officer wﬁo said that "a great percentage of
those tagged as gassed were more properly due to exhaustion and gas."

He added, "Gas solely and direotly [was] responsible for but few cases,"
and the "majority I§f true gas cases in the regiment weré]'due to Yellow

143

Cross shells," Elsewhere, the medical officer of the 130th Infantry, ¥

which had the fewest gas casualties of the four regiments, said of his

i‘!ud el AlE e

I‘.‘

battle casualties that "In general the most serious cases were those that

s

LA

-142 ' ) : -

Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 2 Nov, subs Casualty Bpt; 1ltr, DGO to C CWS, 22
Feb 19, subs Gas Atks (GAF-33rd Div). No correspondence of the DMGO has
been found.

143

= Rpt, Surg, 131lst Inf, Med Hist of 33rd Div, p. 23, .
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had been gassed," and that there were "more vesicating than asphyxiating
nl44

gas cases.

No comments have been found by the medical officers of the 129th
Infantry, the worst gassed in the division, or of the 132nd Iﬁfantry.
There was some agreement of experience between the commanding officers
of FH 129 and FH 131, the first asserting that "Sixty percent of men
tagged 'Gassed! turned out to be suffering from causes other than gas,”
and the latter that "Nearly all gas cases were vesicant (mustard) gas,"
implying that the abundant use of non-vesicant agents by the enemy did
not produce true gas cases.145_

These reports of the Division Gas Officer and division medical of-
ficers raise the question about the kinds of gas fired by the enemy.
With limited enemy data this cannot be entirely resolved. The German
artillery orders seem to indicate that blue cross (diphenylchlorarsine)
rather than mustard gas was principally used in harassing fire, with
only occasional mention of contamination or yellow cross fire. The
Division Gas Officer in his gas attaqk reports seems to agree that di-
phenylchlorarsine was the principal agent used, with mustard gas the
next largest quantity used, and phosgene only in small amounfso

A survey of the 1,978 gas casualties in the hospital admission
lists indicates that 544 were admitted as mustard gas cases, 21 phos-

gene, 119 diphenylchlorarsine, 809 simply as "gassed," 457 not yet

BT ‘f ' ,
Rpt, MO, 130th Inf, Med Hist of the 33rd Div, pp. 21 - 22,

145

Med Hist of the 33rd Div, ppo 15, 16.
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determined,™ and 28 "mixed gas.™ This distribution appears to agree with-

the findings of the DGO and mediocal offiocers, and with what we know of

the proportion of gases used by the 32nd Division (narrative, p. 71).

Of the 1,978 total gas casualties, the 1,294 admitted as a result of

ki sk sl wﬁ.

unidentified gas, "mixed gas," or "gas not yet determined" supporf the

field hospital statement that 60 peroent of the men tagged "Gassed" were

P
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suffering from causes other than gas. The principal "other cause" was

unquestionably gas mask exhaustion.
Although "battle exhaustion"™ was well known and recognized as such

in World War I, the phenomenon of "gas mask exhaustion™ has not been en-

~ countered in any record. Yet in any organization that-oncountered pro-

! longed gassing, especially in repeated small gquantities, and where good il

gas discipline was maintained, as it appears to have been in the 33rd
Division, gas mask exhaustion certﬁinly took as great a toll as con-
ventional battle exhaustion. The suffocating effect of the nose-clip
and mouthpiece of the small box respirator became intolerable in a short
time, and the necessity of wearing the respirator night after night, re-
sulting in both loss of sleep and progressive fatigue, guarenteed even-

tual exhaustion.

In the growing state of exhaustion in which the 33rd Division found 'E
jtself on the east bank of the Meuse, it would have been remarkable if 7 | § %f
the incessant enemy HE and gas fire, unhampered by diviéional efforts 1
to still-it, had not produced evidence of gas panic among-tho troops.

. That periodic waves of gas panic, among Both officers and men, swept the ik

division from 9 October until the division was relieved on the 18th, seems
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clear from the narrative (pp. 50 - 54, ;6 - él). Furthermore, the Division
Gas Officer's postwar explanation for the large numbers of gas casualties
evacuated on 17, 18, and 19 October may be viewed in another light when we
read his summary report on the gas casualties evacuated in the period 9 -
13 October.

He was to report that on the night of the 9th, and again on the iOth
and 11th, the enemy repeatedly fired small quantities of blue cross shell
(diphenylchlorarsine) into the valley from the Bois de Consenvoye to the
Meuse, between Consenvoye and Brabant, occupied during th;s period by
elements of the 129th, 131lst, and 132nd Infantry. Almost all of the
troops were exposed to the gas, said Lieutenant Vawter, and apparently
reported themselves gassed, but only 75 were evacuated as hospital cases
by the regimental medical ﬁfficerso

Such small concentrations of diphenylchlorarsine, said Lieutenant
Vawter, caused only temporary inconvenience to men in good condition,
but these men had been in the line for almost five weeks, without rest
and under constant harassing fire, and were "“dirty, tire&, and with a
woakened will power." The enemy, he ;sserte&, deliberdtely used blue
oross on tired troops, since even .small concentrations were sufficient
to put them cut of action.146 } | .

Another olement in the large number of gaa casualties suffered while
east of the_lbuso should be mentioned, even though it has proved negative.

It was anticipated, in the course of this study, that some expression of

146 -

Ltr, DGO to CGO III Corps, 13 Oct, subs Gas Rpts (GAF-33rd Div).
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concern would be found in the records when 33rd and 29th Division troops
advanced east of the Meuse over the terrain that had been yperited by

Army and XVII Corps artillery between 26 September -~ 2 October, in the

peutralization of the Cotes de Msuse. Since less than a week elapsed

between the last yperiting and the advance over that ground on 8 October,
many of the target areas must still have retained some degree of contami-
nation. It is not likely that the warning to take precautions in those

gassed areas was scrupulously heeded, and yet there is no record that any

mustard gas casualties were incurred in this fashionol47

Gas and HE Shell

33rd Division Summaries of Intelligence and Daily Operations Reports
have proved useless as sources of statistics for this study. While the
SOIs between 26 September = 20 October regularly report "heavy gas shell-
ing during the night," "ges concentrations throughout the night," etc.,
the enemy ges shell count for that period totals only 710, exclusive of
600 mixed gas and HE. The actual couﬁt of enemy HE shell comes to 5;481,
with most days marked only by "heavy intermittent shelling," "deadly

flanking fire," etc.

DOR figures, compiled for the same period, reveal that the 33rd

Division artillery fired a total of 90,004 HE rounds into the enemy lines,

147

Ltr, CGO First Army to CG III Corps, 5 Oct, subs Mustard gassed
areas north of Verdun (GAF-1lst A). See Col. J. N. W. Schulz, lst Army GO,
lectwre Execution of Gas Plans for thes..A-M Opn, 17 Jan 1919, p. 19 (GHQ
AEF G = 3 Rpts Box 3153, fol 1090-4)s "Our 33rd and 29th Divisions, with-
out any resulting ill effects, Eperated across the l(euse:] over ground
that had been mustard gassed up to six days beforehand.™
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while a mere 4,201 rounds were fired into the sector 'in that period by

enemy artillery, all of it apparently HRE. Such enemy gas shell data as
appear in this study are from other sources fhan divisional G - 2 and
G - 3.

The available Germsn records are little more satisfactory. While
the German artillery orders for the nightly harassing missions with
gas and HE are fairly complete, none of them, with the exception of the

32nd Division orders in the latter part of October, indicates the num-

ber of gas or HE shells allotted for or fired in these missions. Ex-
ceptional too is the report of Maas Ost on 12 October that for the
period 2 - 12 October, the divisional artillery in that corps fired a
total of 29,843 HE shells and 2,262 gas shells (narrative, pp. 61 - 62).
It is necessary to accept fhe figure of 2,600 gas shells reported
by the Division Gas Officer as falling in the Bois des Moriaux on the

morning of 5 October (narrative,pps 32 - 34) The 7th Reserve Division

merely confirmed the contamination fire, althougn nu order or.sholl
count has been found in its records. In addition to the 2,600 gas
shells, the DGO estimated between 2,400 an& 4,000 HE shells in the tar-
get area in the course of the gas attack. He reported total gas casu-
alties of 350; the brigade reported 380 casualties in the 1st Battalion

alone. Neither reported any HE casualties. The hospital lists, how-

ever, show 158 gas casualties in the 129th Infantry admitted on 5
October and 362 on 6 October, a total of 520. (The DGO total for those
two days is 391.) The wounded, for all regiments in the.division on 5

October, were 17, according to hospital records. Only two men are
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known to have been killed that day, by exploding gas sh§11 fragments dur-

ing the gas attack.

Aceepting these conflioting figures, between 5 and 7 gas shells were
required for each gas casualty in the attacke. The results of the.HE 5;
shelling, even assuming that all 17 casualties that day occurred in the
129th Infantry, would indicate fhat between 140 and 235 shells were re-
quired for each wound casualty.

For further comparative statistics, it is necessary to rely on the
unique ammunition expenditure report of Maas Ost (narrative, pps. 62 -
63)o While a principal target of Maas Ost divisional artillery was un-
doubtedly the 33rd Division sector, that artillery also fired into the
sector of the 4th Division, to the left of the 33rd, and into the sec-

tors of the 29th Division and 18th French Division, to the right of the

33rd. gggg_lgfz_artillery: for which we have no data, also fired on the
33rd Division sector west of the river. Under the oircumstances, the
figures of 29,843 HE and 2,262 gas rounds have been arbitrarily accepted
to represent the approximate weight of shell fired into the #3rd Division
sector alone during the ten days between 2 -- 11 October.

Between 2 - 12 October, the Division Gas Officer reported a total
of 935 gas casualties (not counting the.377 resulting from the gas at-
taok of 5 October). Field hospital lists show 748 gas casualties (ex-
clusive of 381 for the 5th) and 696 HE casualties for the ;ame period,
of which 538 gas and 600 HE casualties occurred between 8 - 12 Ocgtober,

! during the advence on the east bank and the disastrous counterattaoks .

there.
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:On the basis of 935 gas casualties, the 2,262 gas rounds produoed.a
casualty for each 2.4 shells. On the basis of 748 gas casualties, the
proportion was 3 shells for each casualty. Even assuming every one of
the 696 HE casualties was caused by high explosive shell and not machine
gun and rifle fire (as most of them were), the proportion is 44 shells
for each wound casualty.

The Division Gas Officer's estimate of 1,885 gas shells falling in
the troop areas east of the Meuse betwesn 17 - 19 Octéber (narrative,
PPe 73(- 74) resulted in between 610 and 796 gas.casualties, according
to hospital and DGO data, or no more than 2 to 3 shells for each cas~
ualty.

The unusually low ratio between gas shells and gas casualties may
be explained in the statemepts of the DGO and medical officers that the
combination of gas and exhaustion produced casualties out of all pro-
portion to the amount of gas shell fired by the enemy.

It was this combination of contimial gassing and progressive ex-
haustion, and the absence of lgrge-scale gas attacks, that made report-
ing the gas experience of the 33rd and the other divisions in III Corps
so difficult for the gas officers. Th; line officers wére inclined to
suspect malingering, while the medical officers were confused by the
numbe;é_pf,mgp_reporting’themsqlveq gassed, whose symptoms were not
sufficiently pronounced for certain diagnosis.

As the Corps Gas Officer saids ."On active fromts it is found that

where there is daily shelling, certain areas are kept saturated with

gas [Eithout ani] specific gas attack made, although daily casualties




from gas occur." Gas casualties could not therefore be ascribed to spe-

‘/\

/' cific gas attacks, and however large their numbers, could only be summed
' up eagh week and so reported.l48
" A summary of these weekly figures received from III Corps divisions

during the period 9 September 11 November appears in a postwar report of

III Corpss
Gassed Other TOTAL
3rd Division 602 1,106 1,708
4th Division 918 1,909 2,827
5th Division 565 3,510 4,075
32nd Division 15 116 131
33rd Division 1, 716-% 3 deaths 896 2,612
80th Division 1,462 2,750 4,212
90th Division 4494— 9 deaths 1,650 2,099 ‘
5,727+12 deaths 11,937 17,664 49 N

. The figures corroborate the distinction achieved by the 33rd Division in 1

reporting almost twice as many gas casualties as other casualties. Of

148
Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def D1v, 27 Oct, subs Record of Gas
Atks (First Army Box 340, III CGO).

149 . :
Ltr, CGO III C to CGO First Army, 19 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas Activities
from Sep Sth to Nov llth (First Army Box 340). The estimate of III Corps

that 35,000 gas shells were fired into its area during this period would i
indicate a gas casualty for every six shells. _ :

A‘similer ¢hart in ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS, 12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas
Activities for October (Box 340 and GAF~III Corps) shows totals of 5,323
gas oasualties (including 12 deaths) and 9,214 other casualties.

Still a third chert, in III Corps Rpt on Prisoners, Casualtiesooofrom 26
Sep to 11 Nov, 18 Nov (5th Div Box 4, 16.1) shows totals of 6,041 gas
casyalties and 15,167 woundedo. In this chart, 38 officers and 1,963 men
in the 33rd Div were gassed and 8 officers and 1,169 men were wounded.

-
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special interest is the close agreement between corps' "other" figure of
896 and the hospital wounded total of 892 through 21 October. (No expla-
nation can bs given for the wide disorepancy betwsen the casualty total
in this corps ohart of 2,612 and the casualty totals of 5,213, 5,187 and
4,088, on ppe 67 - 68 above,)

The corps' figures also tend to explain why the 3§rd Division was
put back in the line less than a week after being relieved along the
Meuse, without apparently recéiving any replacements.lso With less than
900 wound casualties, the division.may.have seemed to higher hea&quarters
to have required neither replacements nor en extended rest.

Unfair, perhaps, to the 33rd Division, in view of their dates, are

four Compte-Rendus (G - 1 reports) of the XVII French Corps which have
been found, offering comparative data on the gas and wound casualties in
that Cdrpso As was shown in Study No. 4, "The 26th Division in the Aisne-
Marne Campaign" (pp. 63 - 64), the French,'under similar or even heavier
gas fire than that experienced by American troops at their side, took far
fewer casualties. After four years of war, the French had learned to
conserve their forces and the French soldier had learned to respect gas.
Thus Géﬁer?l CIAudel was right to suggest that the high éas-casualties

in his Amsfiéan divisions indicated "either inexperience or carelessness”

(ﬁﬁrrative, ppe 69 - 70).

150 - - g )
No mention of replacements has been found in the History or the
records of the division, although Spencer (II, 363a) quotes tge unlikely

figure of 20,140 replacements, found in Shipley Thomas, The History o
The AOBOFO’ Pe 465,
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-There is no reason to think that the weight of HE or gas shell fired

by the enemy varied much between the divisions. Even considering the fact
that a French division had approximately half the rifle strength of an
American division, the disproportionate casualty figures below indicate

that American divisions were indeed either inexperienced or careleasslsl

12-13 Oct 15«16 Oct 19-20 Oct 21<22 Oct

found  Gas Wound Gas Wound Gas Wound — Gas
15th Col. 1 0
33rd Div 186 49 17 20 5 37 3 11
23th- Div 212 93 193 264 41 33 10 46
26th Div 13 11 24 11
18th French 50 15 13 57
26th French 89 21 12 3 3 4 2 0
10th Col. 9 12 0 6

A final word remains to be said concerning the Division Gas Officer,
lst Lt Vawter. No reports or correspondence of his has been found in the
records of the division, he is not mentioned in the official History, and,
curiously, in almost every report of his found in corps, Army, or GAF re-

cords, the manner of the reports indicates that he obtained.his informa~-

tion at second hand, presumably from the regimental and battalion medical
officers and gas officers.
Yot few organizations appear to have issued more training circulars § i

on gas defense or been more diligent in their efforts to establish good

gas discipline than the 33rd Division, presumably -- although no evidence

has been found == through the efforts of theq Division Gas Officer. More- o F A,gi
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over, an ihspec%ion tour madé.ﬁﬁ‘the offiee of the Chief Gas Officer,
\ :

First Army, late in October resulted in high marks for both him and his ! li‘f§
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151
33rd Div Box 2, 20.23.
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organization, despite the fast that the division was to prove unigue in

reporting more gas casualties then wound casualties in the Meuse-Argonne

campaign. The inspector reported that 33rd Division gas defense eguip-
ment was found emple in every particular, and that Colonel Vandervater

of the office of the Chief of Staff "talked of Lt. Vawfer in the most

complimentary terms, and seemed to be satisfied in every way with the

gas defense of the Division."152

Use of Gas by the 52nd Field Artillery - Wer'd ar T
atae {Cd ot 32" Df i

. The §2nd FA Brigade’apparently had an abundance of gas ammunition

throughout the campaign but would not use it. Aveilable ammunition re-

]“.:'E‘v

ports for the period 11 - 14 October.reveal almost 10,000 75-mm special

shells and 300 155-mm special shells on hand. The division was apparently

without smoke shells, for none afe listed.
The only artillery orders showing use of gas indicate that theloé£h FA -
fired 20 phosgene rounds on the night of 30 September at targeté across
the river, above Consenvoye and in the Bois de Chaume, and 15 phosgene
rounds on the morning of 1 October, "east of the Meuse." The értillery
regimental histories report firing large quantities of HE but no smoke

+
or gas shellsolss

Y52, - o B
Ltr, Capt T. W. Balfe, 0CGO First Army to CGO First Army, 27 Oct, E

subs Trip to 33rd Div for ACofS G - 4 (First Army Box 339, 470) Neither ' -

Col Vandervater nor his headquarters has been identified.

153
-2l Reports and histories in 33rd Div Box 11, 44.6; Box 13, 44.6, Box .
12, 32.12. - N
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The Division Gas 6fficer explained this record of the 52nd FA Brigade
in a letter to the III Corps Gas Officer on 15 Octobers

Our Artillery Brigade has not put over any gas....Concerning the use of
Gas by our Artillery, they do not seem to be keen on the use of it. You
are probably familiar with the difficulties in convincing people that mod-
ern warfare does not require noise and destruction to get the best re-
-sults in the way of putting men out of action. There is quite a bit of

as ammunition laying about the area, some of which has no markings on
Eiﬁ] at all, but during the present clean up arrangements have been made
to assemble it all in the vicinity of Gercourt. It is hoped that when all
the shells are assembled in one plice more interest will be worked up and
a show of our own will be started.. 5%

But the time had passed when it might have been effectively used, and pre-
sumably the gas ammunition was left at Geroourt when the division pulled

out. -

The Yellow Cross Division

The advice of III Corps to its divisions on 24 October, that they
"must learn to avoid serious losses, and carry on a fight for three or
four weeks before relief," came too late to help the 33rd Diviéion.lss

It was a tired and casualty-ridden division when it crossed the Meuse
on the night of 9 = 10 October. (Why the 129th Infantry, after its suc-
cessive gassings, was sent across is a mystery.) On the east bank the
troops rapidly passed from weariness to exhaustion, as the division met

enemy forces in a state of readiness far greater than that found on 26

September, and was exposed to daily gas fire more pervasive, because

164 :
'~ Memo, 15 Oct, no.s. (WD Hist Box 300, 33.6, Use of Gas by Arty).

1565 .
Memo, III Corps to all divisions, subs Tactical Defects (90th Div
Box 6, 32.15). .




concentrated in a smaller area, than had been met with on the west bank.
There is no reason to doubt that every combat officer and man in the
division was gassed to some degree in the operation.

On the west bank, without protection against the German artillery
on the Cotesde Meuse, the 33rd Division could do nothing about its
plight but hold on. On the east bank it advanced until it was overtaken
by gas and gas mask exhaustion. The comparative casualty figures, as
well as the distances covered by the American and French forces east of
the Meuse, might be construed to indicate that the Americans were written

off as expendable even as they crossed the Meuse.
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