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137th French Infantry to the left of the 9th Brigade, on the north, the 6th
Division was now the left flank element of the XAXIII Frenoh Corps, on the
boundary line between the French 8eventh and Bighth Armies.ZI
The 8017&, 6lst, llth, and 6th Infantry entered the line in that order
from north to scuth. As in the Anould sector, this Qeotor was also held by
serial oombat groups, and as before, the diviesion was in a quiet rest seotor,
where there had been no serious aotivi'ty since the German advance down the
Fave valley to 8t. Die in 1914. Contained at that point, the enemy had
been foroced baock to the line S8enones-La Petite Fosse-Frapelle and there hLe had
remained. At this time the German units opposite the Sth Division were the

30lst Division and the 39th Bavarian Reserve Division of Army Group Duke

Albrecht. 22

Composed for the most part of men 38 to 46 years old, these enemy divi-
sions were no more anxious to start serious hostilities than the permanent
Frenoh Territorials in the sector. On the slightest alarm, said a current
French summary of intelligence, the enemy withdraws as far :.m his third line
of defense. In the month prior to the arrival bf the Sth Division, in addi-
tion to normml patrolling, two raids had been made by the Frenoch, on La
Costel late in June and on Frapelle on 12 .July, the latter confirming that mest

of the eivillian populations had been evasusted from that town and also from

21 . |
FO 18, 5th Div, 6500 pomo, 13 Jul.

22

The 30lst Div was without permenent elements. At this time it oon-
sisted, from morth to south, of five attached Landstrum battalions and the
66th and 10%h Landwehr Regts (0fficial Hist, p. 346; Histories of 251 Divs _
of the Gerian Jr ashington, OPO, 1920], pp. 746 - 747).

-
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Beulay. Over the month, emnemy fire had averaged 380 rounds per day across
the 26-kilometer front, including two gas bombardments of French artillery

positions, at La Cense de Chapis and sogtheast of Moyenmoutier, each with

approximately 260 gas lhol.l_.a.z5

Three days after the arrival of the 5th Division, the enemy forces
learned of the presence of Americens on that front when during a patrol on
- the morning of 22 July a lieutenant left his gas mask with full identifi-
cation iniide the German lines.z4 During the same patrol, prisoners were

taken thet identified the Beth‘énd 10th Landwehr Regiments, 310th Divisionm,

and information that the lst Bavarian Ersatz Regimemt, 39th Baverian
26

Reserve Division, was at Frapelle.

From the French OP's on the heights in the 8t. Die sector, on Montagne
d'Orment and the heights near the Plaine valley, observation was possible
for miles in all directions. Little that went on in the enemy liﬁea or be=-
hind them in the villages along the Alsatian border went unobserved. The
5th Division Summeries of Intelligeno; are fllléd with details of the vil-
lage and farm activities oarried on daily just beyond the enemy network of

wire and trenoches.

23
62nd Fr Div, Fortnightly SOI, 5t. Die sector, 28 Jun -~ 13 Jul. Reprod
by @ - 2, 6th Div (Sth Div Box 5, 22.21).

24
Opn Memo 6, 5th Div, 27 Jul (6th Div Box 9, 32,14); prisoner interr,
atohd to S80I 38, 65th Div, 1 Aug (6th Div Box 4, 20.1).,

25 .
S80I 28, 0-24 hrs, 22 Jul (6th Div Box 4, 20.,1). 80I 56, 18 Aug, was

to report the lst and Gth Bay Ers Regts in the line, the 2nd Bav. Brs Regt in
reserve. The Ist Bav h man oompanies (38 - 45 years old) with a

stosst [sheck detachment]) of ome NCO and ten young men in eash company.
a‘.‘ﬁﬁgna said to be in training in the rear. Fme de Sur Beulay
was reported o be the boundary between the 39th Bav Res Div and the 30lst Div
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On a typical day in early August, for example, 300 women end children
were observed picking potatoes or other vegetabies in the fields north of
Menil and carrying them into Senones. (The evaguation of Menil had been in

progress for several days.) In the roads and fields between Saales and
Provencheres, 194 men were seen working -- at what, the observer did not
say -- and 84 civilians were counted in the streets of La Petite Foaao.\
8ometime that day, a body of at least 140 enemy soldiers were seen marohing
along the road from Seales to Voistine. (Requests by the Sth Division to
shell such targets were regularly denied by its French advisors.) In the
afternoon, observers saw 50 women and ohildren on the road out of Senones,
goling towards Cemp Bretterstadt, and 55 men with 92 horses and 12 wagons
wore counted on the roads in the vicinity of Vexaincourt. North of that
%111;50, 20 horses could be seen pastured in a field. Occasionally,
groups of German soldiers were also seen picking vegetables near one farm
or enother.

That sawe day, an unusually active one for the enemy artillery, 346
rounds of HE and 44 shots from enemy trench mortars were fired into the
6th Division sector. The artillery of the 5th Division replied with 152
rounds. (The 6th FA Brigade arrived from La Valdahon that day, joining
the 43 French batteries om the division 1!'1'0111:.)26 In addition, there was
the usual rifle fire, ococasional bursts of machine gun fire, exchange of
hand and rifle grenades, as well as trench mortar and antiaircraeft activ-

ity The casualties in the division as a result of all this gun fire were

28
FO 27, 5th Piv, 11400 pom., 28 Jul. FO 29, 4300 pomo, 6 Aug, put
all arty in the §t. Die sector under the 5th FA Brig comdr as of 8 Aug.
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one man wounded and another killed, both in the 60th Infentry ~-- but whether
by shell fire or asmall arms, the report did not saon7
During the period 4 - 16 August, jus£ prior to the assault on Frapelle,
5th Division @ - 3 repor?od total enemy fire of 1,885 rounds of HE in the
sector. On the other hand, G - 2 estimated that 2,662 rounds, 44 trench
mortar shells, and 290 minenwerfer shells, for a total of 2,986 HE rounds,
had fallen in the sector. (Over the same period, 5th Division guns fired
2,341 rounds.) In thosojtwélve days, 6 officers and men were reported
killed and 21 wounded, virtually all of the casualties resulting not from
shell fire but from rifle and machine gun fire while on patrol.28
There were no gas attacks in the sector until 15 August, when the
division reported approximately 150 gas shells on battery positionsin the
vioinity of Le Chapis, end 30 HE and 20 gas shells, "probably phosgene
and musterd," over a 4-hour period on Chapelle St. Clair. The Division
Gas Officer made no report on the shelling of the battery position, and 19
his first report of the gas at Chapelle St. Clair apparently accepted the

regiment's word that there had been no oasualtiesozg

27
SOI 41, 4 Aug; DOR, bth Div, 0-24 hrs, 4 Aug (65th Div Box 12, 33.1).

28 .
SOI 41 ~ 53, 4 - 16 Aug; DOR 4 - 16 Aug. Between 28 Jul -~ 12 Aug,
the 60th Inf im 88 Ravinhes (for Sub~Sectors, see Map No. 4) made over 60
patrols, the 8lst Inf in §8 Rabodeau made more than 12 patrols, the 4lth
Inf in 88 Ban de Bapt made over 65, and the 6th Inf in 8S Ormont made 30
or more -- a total of over 170 recon, combat, and ambush patrols (Semi-

Monthly Rpt. G - 2, 5th Div [bth Div Box 12, 3%]).

29 '
801 52, 15 Aug; Rpt on Gas Atk, 16 Aug (5th Div Box 20, 63.33); Rpt,
CO 6th Inf to G - 2 5th Div, 16 Aug, subs Enemy shelling our trenches
(5th Div Box 20, 33.7).
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Visiting the 6th Infantry at Chapelle on the 16th, however, Fisher,
‘the Division Gas Officer (recently made captain), learned that 22 casual-
ties hed developed among the 350 men of Companies B and C, 6th Infantry,
when 40 (not 20) rounds of 105-mm. yellow cross fell on their hillside
positions just before midnight on the 15th (Map No. 6). Ten of the men,
asleep in dugouts, became casualties when vaporizing mustard gas pene-
trated their quarters the next merning. Of the 22 casualties, 3 were
ovaouatod-wlth lung complications, 4 with burns, end 17 as eye cases, a
number of the latter also beginning to develop symptoms of lung compli-
oations,

Decontemination was begun at 1130 and completed at 1400 at which
time it was deelded to evacuate all the troops in the immediate area.
"The Boche," said Captain Fisher, “evidently empecfed an attack and used
gas to herass the troops. The wnusual delay in notifying all gas offi-
cers was the reason for delay in evacuating the troops and decontaminating

the areas."

The Attack on Frapelle

Nine kilometers east of 8t. Die was Frapelle, a Tillage in the
enemy lines on the north edge of the Fave valley. In the long uneven
front slanting down through the Vosges, the village of Frapelle and Hill
45]1 to its north were part of a noticeable salient in the Frenoh line.

The salient, it was said, afforded the enemy e possible jumping-off point

30 .
Telg, Fisher to C CWS, 16 Aug (GAF-5th . Div) reported 18 casualties;
corrected in Rpt on Gas Atk, 17 Aug (5th Div Box 20, 63.33). DOR, 16 Aug,
reported 1l men in the 6th Inf and 3 officers and 5 men in the signal and
MG units gassed at Chapelle 8t. Clair.
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for an offensive up the valley towards St. Die.

There is evidenoe that the attack on Frapelle was initiated by the 5th
Division, ewven though its official history says that the division was direc-
ted by XXXIII Corps, pursuant to instruotions from General de Boissoudy,
Seventh Frensh Army, to eq;fqro-the village and hill and close the valley to
the anemy.51

- The preparations for the atback must have been difficult to conceal
from the Germens. Of approximately 62 French and American batteries in the
sestor, rooni‘undod by Briga/dior General Flagler, 34 were ooncentrated oppo-
site Frapelle on the night of 14 - 15 August and placed under the direction
of Col. Brooke Payne, commander of the South Groupment, for the artillery
preparation. For the main attack, the artillery comprised 8 batteries of
field guns, 5 batteries of mountain guna, 4 batteries of heavy shorts, 7
batteries of heavy longs, and 7 batteries of trench artillery. For the
diversion on Hill 607, on the sector boundary southeast of Frapelle, there
were 2 batteries of heavy artillery and a battery of tremch mortars .5

At 0364 on 17 August, all guns opened fire. The preparatory fire on

tho assault objeotives lasted for just six minutes, from 0364 to 0400. The

E3) .

Brief Hist, p. 7; Official Hist, p. 70, The 5th Div did not issue a
field order for this opn, nor has an order for it been found in the Ordres
Generales, Ordres Partlioulidrs, or Notes de 8ervice of XXXIII Corps for this
period {French Piles Box 104). MS EHist of 5th FA Brig (6th Div Box 29,

11.4) suggests thet the opn was agreed to by XXXIII Corps.

*I think it highly probablé...the green Ameriocans...spoiling for action
and anxious to distinguish themselves...initiated the Frapelle attack." Pers
ltr, Brig Gen Hugh W. Rowan, ret. {DGO, atohd bth Div, 22 - 31 Aug 1918) 24
Jan 19580 '

32
Fo; the diversion, see Bpt of 5th TM Bty...on Hill 607 (5th Div Box
30, 33.6). ’
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acoompanying fire continued on enemy installations beyond the tlpm and hill
until 0430. While the mountain and heavy 19ng guns put neutralization fire
on designated enom& trenches, batteries, and machine gun emplacements all
during the fire mission, the field guns and trench ﬁ'ortars Mraked. the de-
fenses of Frapelle and Hill 451 and ocut pathways through the wire before
the town. From H minus 6 to H plus 4 minutes, batteries of 75's fired
over a thousand gas shells on machine gun emplacements in the Bois Carro/,
after whioh the heavy short artillery poured destructive fire on the wood.
For all. but the last five minutes, two '75~mm'. batteriés put smoke shells
on the me'niy OP*'s commanding the valley. A total of 192 shrapnel, 3,372
HE, 1,066 gas, and 852 smoke shells were put down on Frapelle and its

deﬂnses.m

At 0400, as the near artillery fire lifted and the 13th MG Battal-
fon laid a barrage on the exite and streets of Frapelle, Companies L and M
of the 3rd Battaliom, ‘Bth Infentry, climbed out of their trenches and ad-
vanoced on the town. Behind them, Companies I and K moved into the vacated
trenches, and Companies A and C ocame up as support. Acocording to the di-
vision history, at 0406 the ememy, "evidently prepared for the attack,"
put down a oounterbarrage on the de;;arture trenches that caught the ae;sond,

third, and fourth waves as they advenced.

T

Opns 0 2, §th Div, 14 Aug, Plan for Employment of the Arty Opn (5th
Div Box 30, 32.12)3 Col Brooke Payne, 20th FA, Rpt of Gpmt Comdr, Light
and Mountain Artillery...0Opns..,during the attack upon Frepelle, 22 Aug
(5th Div Box 30, 33.8); Hist of the 5th FA Brig (5th Div Box 29, 1l.4).
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Ahead of this counterbarrage, Company L took Frapelle and Company M,
overooming machine gun fire from its slope, ocoupied Hill 461. The oper-
ation was over by 0445 (Map No. 7).%%

This minor action seems to have required justifioation. The capture
of Frapelle, the division history was to éay, represented “the only inden-
tation suffered by the (Germans in th;ir southern sector in three yoars of
trench warfare." BElsewhere, the New York Times is reported to have said
in e postwar arficlo that the taking of Fraspelle, where the entire German
garrison was oapturéd or destrqyod,'did not receive the notice it deserved.
When informed of the artiecle, Lt. Col. Herbert Parsons, division ¢ - 2,
demurred. Referring to the matter of the garrison, he saids "The garri-
son oconsisted of four, in two groups of two each. One was killed. The
body of the other was not found. The other two were captured, one half-
wittea, "0 '

If was, nevertheless, a successful tactical operation, and German,

French, and smerican communiques acimowledged as much at the tfhe.ss The

nm——

M4

Brief Hist, pe. 8; ltr, Lt Col E. M. Norton, CO 6th Inf to CG 1l0Oth
Brig, 18 Aug, subs Frapelle Oporation (5th Div Box 20, 33.6).

36

Ltr, Parsons, former G - 2, 5th Div to Actg G - 2, 5th Div, 1l Feb
18, subs Material for History on G - 2 of 5th Div (5th Div Box 5, 21.1).
Col Parsons was one of the two proofreaders of the Official History, and
this history, by a oircumlooution, reports the garrison of four.

Notes A searoh of the files of the NY Times has failed so0 far to
turn up the artiole about the Frepelle operation.

36

A Seventh French Army bulletin spoke of it as "a brilliant action.™
VII ?rmeo, Bulletin de Renseignements No. 1347, 18 Aug (5th Div Box 30,.
33.6
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casualties sustained iﬁ taking the tomn and hill, as reported in Pershing's
commnigue on the 18th, were 8 officers wounded and 2 gessed, 14 men killed,
70 wounded, and 13 éassod == principally, it must be presumed, as the result
of HE fire during the attack and gas and HE fire later in the day.37 Keep-

ing the town wes to prove far more ocostly.

Alr Bursts

The artillery before Frapelle was silent from 0430 to 1020 on 17
August while th9 infantry began consolidation of the town. It would appear
that some of the enemy guns may have been put out of aotion, snd that those
still cspable had expended their immediate ammunition in the counterbarrege,
for the hosfile artilléry was also silent that morning. At 1020, a single
battery in Colonel Payne's South Groupment was ordered to put gas shells on
previously shellel German OP's north of Beulay, end rafale and CPO fire“®
were ordered at 1100 and 1135 on enemy troops coming down tbe road from
Beulay.

Meanwhile the enemy artillery had recovered itself or replenished
its supply. Shortly after 1000, several batteries opened with destructive
fire on.N;uvillers. About 1400 the first gas shells were reported falling

in Frapelle., By 1610 both light.and heavy enemy guns were shelling the

'37*!’
Communique (5th Div Box 2, 1l.4).

3 S
Rafsle fire was a sudden burst of several rounds of rapid fire from
each of the gurs of a battery. CPO (oontre preparation offensive) fire was
intense firs put dowm in the zone just beyond the limits of barrage fire.
See Opns ltr 418, 87th ¥r Div Arty, 25 Aug, subs Contre preparation offen- -
sive (Frenoh ¥iles Box 134).
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town with HE end Vgas. S;mradio barrages of HE appear to have continued
through the evening of the 17th. Payne's South Groupment made no reply
until 2000, when all guns of the groupment laid down a barrage in front of
!‘1‘:;).110.39 '

Soon after the barrage fire began, the artillery was notified that
the infantry in Frapelle plamned to advance under the fire and take the
Bois Carre, “since the enemy appeared to be shelling it under the impres-
sion tﬁat it was oocupieds® The barrages fire was at once advanced. Then
at 2046 the 10th Brigade lignallod abandonment of the plan. Whether the
heavy enemy fire on Frapelle made the attack too hazardous, or whether
enemy troops, seen returning to the wood late that day, halted the advance
of the 6th Infaniry is not oloar.4°

Without distinguishing between gas and HE shoils, 6th Division
G - 2 reported that the eaemy ha.d‘ fired 2,500 shells on the day of the at-
tack in and arcund !‘mpello.41 .

On the early morning of 18 A;;gust, the gassing of Frapelle was re-
sumed in earmest. Situsted in a valley with hills to the northwest and

southoast, the town nestled against a rook cliff facing the enemy. His

.

kLD "

Rpt, Paye®, Opns against Frepelle, 19 Aug (6th Div Box 30, 33.6).
40 |

Payne, Rpt of Gpmt ComdressOpns...during the atk upon Frapelle.
41

801 654,17 Auge As & result of some confusion in the opns seotiom,
oevident in the dating of its reports, no DOR's seem to have been issued
for 14.and 17 Mig. Ko theck is possible, therefore, on the count of
enemy shwlls on the 17th. '



yellow oross shells, fired into the face of the cliff, produced in effeoct
air bursts of mustard gtsIOVor the town.%2 The steady orashing of mmstard
gas shells against this oliff and the lobbing of HE into the town began at
0110 and continued until after 0716. In midmorning and ageain in the late
afternoon, Frapelle and Graingoutte were subjected to short intense HE
bombardments.

Evecuation of zas casualties in Frapelle had Just begun that night
when, apparently, following heavy shelling of Frapelle and Graingoutte
shortly after 2100, the enemy made his expected counterattack. The divis-
ional artillery, upon rocket signal, put down barrages in front of Frapelle
at 2125 and 2200, to oontain the enemy, as the rifle and machine gun fire
of the igfantry drove the enemy back into the Bois Cnrr3043 One of the
few field mesasges found for this period, an artillery signal, seems to
refer to this counterattasks “Enemy artillery too active. Infantry badly
handicepped, losing heavily. Infentry demand and need support of our artil-
lery. Just foeoivod report that enemy ooming in large force."™ Appended was
a last-minute notes "Clark [Major, battalion oommander, 20th FAJ...is about

to open up with ges 600 yards in front of our line.*** The only confirmation

42
Interv with Brig Gen Bugh W Rowan, ret. (DGO, atohd, 5th Div, 22 - 31
Aug 18), 19 Nov 67.

43

Col Payne, Rpt of GPMT Comdr...Frapelle Opn, 22 Aug. No confirmation
of this atk appears in the 80I's or DOR's, and the history does not make
clear just when the counterattack occurred on the 18th. DOR, 20 Aug, rpts
aotive reconnalssance im front of ¥Frapelle and an atk at 2345 hrs on the
1gth ageinst Hill 451, repelled by a heavy barrsge.

“
FM, Lst Lt Burkhardt 20th FA to Col Payne CO 20th FA, n.d. (5th Div
Box 31, 32s16).
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of this geassing is the operations items ™10220 PM, 18 June, Zone 19 gassed,
assuming Zone 19 designated a target abové Frapolle.45 There 1e'ev1denoe,
however, that there was a further bombardment of Frapelle with g@s Anﬁ‘HB at
2220, following the failure of the counterattaock.®® |

Altogether, G - 2 reported, the enemy fired 1,490 shells that day, all
but 90 into the Frepelle aron. 47 Gaa'and HE shells were not distinguished.

Late on the 18th, the division reported the total casualties for the
Frapelle operatibn, inocluding the occupation of the new position the day
before and the ges and HE shelling on the 17th-and 18th. One officer and
18 men had been killed, 8 officers and 45 men wounded, and 100 gas casual-
tioa had beemn evacuated.48

Concerning the initial gas attack, the Division Gas Officer estimated
that between 1700 and 1030 on 17 - 18 August, 1,300 77-wm., 105-mn., and
1560-mm. yellow cross rounds had fallen in Frapelle and in the two ravines,
Graingoutte and Frapelle, sloping into the hollow where the town lay (Mep
No. 8). The troops there included elements of the 6th and 1lth Infantfy;

Company B of the 15th MG Battalion, and the medical detachment with the 6th

-

Infantry.
45 )
Rpt, Payne, Opns against Prapelle.
46 ‘ :
801, 6th Inf, 18 Aug (65th Div Box 20, 20.1).
47

801 56, 6th Div, 18 Aug. DOR, 18 Aug, rptd 2,150 enemy shells and
said that in addition to the arty fire on Frapelle, Neuvillers had been
almost totally destroyed by shell fire that morning.

The DGO was to report 10 150-mm. diphenylohlorarsine shells falling
emong 150 men of Co A, 6th Inf, in Neuvillers on the evening of the 17th,
causing 4 oye casualties (Bpt om Gas Atk, 19 Aug [5th Div Box 20, 63.33] ),

418
DOR, 18 Aug. Cf. Pershing's communique, p. 23, above.
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In that nnturnl?u trlnp were a total of some 600 men, inoluding re-
liefs and working pnrAﬂo‘l.q‘g There was no place in the area free from high
concentrations of gas, said Captain Fisher, and evacuation of the oaptured
town was not oonsidered. As a result, measks were worn intermittently for
30 hours before any of the troops were evacuatledol All had hed to tsake
their masks off from time to time during that long period, in order to
keep from fainting from intolerable discomfort or lack of air.

It was 2030 on the 18th before the first casualties were evacuated
and deocontamination of the gassed area was begun. Subsequent deocontami-
nation was ponible only at night since the ravines and the town were open
and fully exposed to enemy observation and any movement of troops brought
fire down on them at onoce. ‘

By 0300 on the 19th, Company £ had replaced the assault oompeny in
Frapelle and Company B had relieved the unit on Hill 451. The two platoons
of Company B, 15th MG Battalion, were relieved after losing 41 men, 26 of
them, including 2 officers, as gas casualtiososo Total gas casualties
evacuated by the morning of 19 August were 145, of which ten were lung
cases, an unidentified pumber had suffered burns, and the remainder were sye
cases. In an effort to hold down further casualties, said Captain Fisher,

replacement of those gassed was kept to a minimum, with reduced units sent

Almost 1,500 men, exclusive of artillery, took part in the operation.
See Analysis.

50
Hist of 16th MG Bn (5th Div Box 29, 11l.4).
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in to relieve the assault unitg.51

Inlé letter to General Fries accompanying his report on the 5as.ittaok,
Ceptain Fisher said that only 20 of the evecuated had been soverely gassed,
but he had ordered out of the area all suspected of being gassed even though
they showed no acute symptoms. Lest further casualties occur upon exertion,
"I demanded evacuation of all men whom I thought stood sny ochance of having
been gngsedo'sz )

A-postwar aocount of the gas attack says that casualties were kept to
e minimum owing to “ample gzas proofed space” in the area, but Captain Fisher
sald nothing of thié at the time, and the first action of the 92nd Division,
on relieving the 5th Division on £3 August, was to send a platoon of engi-
neers to gasproof the dugouts in and around Frepelle. It seems more likely
that subsequent high o#aualtiea may have been averted when all men coming
into the area onlreliefs thereafter weroe issued Tissot masks, a speocial
French mask without noseclip and mouthpiece that was far more comfortable

to wear than the small box respirator, but was in such short supply that it
was usually issued only to the a.rtillery.s5
This is confirmed in Captain Fisher's letter of the 19th to General

Friess

51 _
Rpt on Gas Atk, 19 Aug (6th Div Box 20, 63.33); rpt, lst Lt J. L.
Cauthorn, Asst DGO (Jan 1919), Particulars of Gas Attacks, n.d. (GAF-6th Div.)

52 _ :
Ltr, DGO Sth Div to C CWS, 19 Aug, subs Report on Gas Attack (GAF-6th

DlV) °
b3

BRpt, lst Lt J. L. Cauthorn; A. H. Waitt, Gas Warfare (New York, 1542),
Pe 176. ’
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The town is so situated that just a fow shells each day will neoessi-
tate the ocontinuous wearing of the respirator. In order to lessen the ex-
haustion of the men, each one who must remain in the town has been given a
Tissot apparatus and a pair of gloves. ’

My advice in this matter is to evacuate this town in either a move-
ment forward to the surrounding hill ahead, or baokward to the hills behind
the town. This of course has not been done, but the next best thing has
been ucoompliagzd, the number of men in the area having been deoreased by
fifty percent.

This account of the gas situation in Frapelle from gas officer records
is contradicted at some points by a report of Capt Frederick MoCabe, llth
Infantry, who made a recommaissance of the newly captured area on the morn-
ing of 19 August. He found iubor parties wiring the line Frapelle-Lesseux,
repairing the communication trenches, and constructing new shallow communi-
cation trenches. At the dressing station at Charemont, 30 gas casualties
had come in between 2300 and 0200, 10 of them serious, and 6 or 8 more had
been brought in after that hour. In Frapelle, he reported, the officers in
the town said that several kinds of gas, in large quantities, had been fired
into the area, but that the sheliers in Frapelle appeared to be gas-free.
"In the extreme southwestern part I noticed the most gas....It was not
strong but suffioient in quantity to affect slightly the nose and throat. I

saw no gas masks worn.*5®

2

The same advioce in another form appeared earlier in the pencilled
Memo on Gas Defense Measures by lst Lt Orr, RGO 20th FA, 5 Aug (5th Div Box
30, 63.32)s “Strist compliance with GO 19, 19 June, should be enforced in
all organizationso...®

56

Memo on oonditions at Frapelle, 19 Aug (565th Div Box 11, 32.4).

Notes The surname alone, which is the only identification on this re-
port, is almoat illegible but appears to be "MoCabe."™ The only McCabe in
the officer roster in the Official History was in the 1lth Inf. No roster
of gas personnel is extant to identify him as a gas officer.




| During the ﬁozt three dny;, 18 ~ 21 August, the énemy reportedly

fired 5,605 rounds of gas snd HE, directed p}inoipally on Frapelle, Cheare-
mont, and Chapelle 8t. Clair. The signal detachment in Frapelle was to
say that, "after the heavy artillery fire of the enemy began, attempts to
maintain wire communication with Frapelle were abandoned. The radio sta-
-tion was kept in operation until the relief of the division...although
often put out of oommission by shells." B8ignal casualties over the period
wore 1 officer end 9 men gassed. No killed or wounded were reportod.56

The nearest to descriptive deta on the shelling during these three
deys is that fér the 19th, when a total of 2,300 shells were counted along
the StQ Division front, with Frapelle reported to have been ”undgr almost
constant gas and H.E. from 5500 A.M. on." At 2310, said 6th Infantry
G - 2, there began a “steady beat of shell fire on Frapelle® that reached
a peak just before mi&night when five shells per second wore.reported
ooming ‘in. The heavy artillery fire on Fraéelle, in the Ravine de Fra-
pelle, and the Ravine de @Graingoutte that day was said to have been “"half
gas."57 ' ‘

Despite the apparent volume of gas shell-fire in this period, no
formel reports of gas attack by the Division Gas Officer have been found,
snd postwar records and reports indiocate that none were made. There is,

however, a telegram sent by Captein Fisher to the Chief, Chemical Warfare

58 .
Hist of the Sth Field Signal Bn (5th Div Box 35, 11l.4).

57 ' '
80I 66, 5th Div, 19 Aug; 801, 6th Inf, 19 Aug.
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Service, at 1830 on 22 August that readss "Total of 3500 gas shells fell
on Frapells, Chapéllo St. Clair, Ravine de Graingoutte and Ravine de
Frapelle since night of 18th [j.e. 17 - 18 Augustf] . About 3000 mustard
gas, 300 phosgene and chlorpiorin and 200 diphonyiﬁhiornrsinb. No serious
oases."

The records and reports of the division offer little evidemoe of
results that might be expected from such a concentration of gas on a
limited target. Division G - 3 reported 6th Infantry casualties of 16
men killed, 5 officers aﬁd 18 men wounded, and 3 officers and 34 men
gassed between 19 and 21 August-~a total of 76 casualties. (There is no
operation report for 22 or 23 August.) Altogether, including the initial
casualty report of 172, the division admitted to 248 casualties in the
6th Infantry as the cost of the Frapelle operations Casualties in the
other three regiments those days reportedly totaled 4 killed and 14
'0unded.5

The division history was to say that very few gas casualties oo-
curred in Frapelle. Actually, the 6th Infantry and adjacent 1llth Infan-

try suffered 300 gas oasualties in the occupation of the town. How many

) .
GAF=-5th Div.

69

DOR, 18 - 21 Aug. On the basis of statistical section data, the
Brief History, p. 9, states that almost 16 percent of the troops engaged
in this first aotion of the division became ocasualtiess 1 officer and
36 men killed, 21 officers and 314 men wounded, 13 men captured, with over
200 of the wounded representing gas casualties. Statistical Data Bpt, Sth
Div, n.d., repeats the above figures but gives precise gas casualties of
11 officers and 176 men {6th Div Box 3, 12,.3).
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of these were cases of gas fright, a phenomonon much remerked on by the
medioal officers of the division (see Analysis) but mentioned by no one
elss, cannot be determined. Total gas and HE casualties for the Frapelle
operation were over 480.

ﬁy 20 August, the new positions were consolidated and the Fave ;al-
ley.was wired and olosed to the ememy. The next day the relief of thé'
6th Difision began as elements of the 92n§ Division came into the sector. 50
On the.22nd, however, 5th Division troops were still in Frapelle and re-
ported "some gas" falling in the town that day. Elsewhere on the long div-
isional front quiet prevailed. The lack of aggressiveness of the enemy was
exemplified by an inoident at Mere Henry (Hill 651), where a brush fire
swopt up to the trenches and the troops climbed out of the trenches and put
it out without being fired on.°l

On 23 August, a platoon of engineers of the 92nd Division was sent
into Frapelle to gasproof the dugouts in the town. "Mustard gas was en-

countered in large quantities the first day, and phosgene gas on the second

60
GO 634, XXXIII Corps, 17 Ang, said that between 19 ~ 23 Aug, the 87th
Fr Div, reinforced by companies of the 92nd Div, would relieve the 5th Div.
Between 24 Aug - 3 Sep, the 92nd would take over the seoctor. But 80 42/3,
XXXIII Corps, 21 Aug, said only that the 92nd would relieve the 5th Div, mak-
ing no mention of the 87th Fr Div (Fremoh Fileas Box 104). The 87th Div is
nevertheless believed to have been in nominal oommand, since FO 36, Sth Div,
19 Aug, said that command of the sector would pass to the 87th Div as of
9 Qellle, 23 mgo

Notes It is Brig Gen Rowan's recollection, as a 5th Div gas officer
at the time, that units of the 87th Fr Div originally relieved the 5th Div
in Frapells, and that the first time gas shells fell on them there, they
promptly evacuated the town (Interv, Brig Gen Rowan, ret., 19 Nov 67).

61
SOI 59, 22 Aug.
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day. The working pérty which remained in the townvall dey and night was
;onstantly under shell fire during the 36 hours," but reportedly suffered
no onsualtioa.sz

By the 23rd, the bth Division was on its w;y to Bpinal, its train-
ing in trench warfare ocompleted. In the Arches area it wgg to be retrained
‘in the tactics of open warfare, looking forwsrd to the St. Mihiei end Meuse-
Argonne operations. Plans had already been Qado to s;t up a divisional gas
school under the DGO, and the troops werelto Begi#‘ggafn'the practfce of
wearing their masks a half hour each day during drili; iitp'm@sk'adqutment

exercises each evening st retreat.5S

ANALYSIS

Concerning the Weight of Shell

In the German projector attack on 17 June, 70 gas casualties, in-
cluding 2 gas deaths, occurred following the launohiné of 923 projeotor
'gas shells (narrative, pp. 10 - 1l1), or one oasuaity for eaoh‘13 sheils.
The statistic becomes more impressive wh;n it is considered that these 70
casualties represented over 60 percent of the 114 men exposed to the attack.
The 5 mon wounded during the gas attack (no French wounded can be dis-

tinguished as occurring then) were probably cssualties of the 106 HE |

62 '
Col E. I. Brown, CO 317th Eng, Bpt of Opns for month of August, n.d.
(92nd Div Box 1, 1l.4). o

Supported by HE, tear, and sneezing gas, the enemy was to make two at~-
tempts on 2 Sep to recapture the town. Both failed and the 92nd remained in
Frapelle until mid~September, when it was relieved (DOR 8, 92nd Div, 2 Sep
[ 92nd Div Box 3, 33.1]).

63 _
Tng Memo 25, 15 Aug; Tng Memoc 30, 24 Aug (5th Div Box 14, 50.4).



projectiles launched with the gas, and represent one casualty for each 21
HE shells.

In the Frapelle operation, 5th Division G - 2 estimated that a total
of 3,900 HE and gas rounds were fired by enemy batteries into the Frapelle
area on the two deys, 17 and 18 August. The Division Gas Officer's esti-
mate of 1,300 musterd gas shells fired through the night of 17 - 18 August
would sppear to be a likely proportion of the total. Yet, 1,300 seems an
excessive number of mustard gas shglls in view of the enemy's counterattack
to wrest Frapelle from the 5th Division on the night of the 18th, approxi-
mstely twelve hours after completing that gas mission. Even assuming that
the counterattack came a day later, on fhe night of the 19th, no evidence
has been found that German troops counterattacked or attempted to oocupy
‘ground they had so recently contaminated with mustard gas, and particularly
with that weight of mustard gas.

QOther conaidoratiohs cast further doubt on the estimation of 1,300
mustard gas shells. Desﬁito some indication that there may have heen a
further barrage of gas and HE laid on Frapelle after the counterattack
 £;11ed, Captain MoCabe's reconnaissance of the captured ares on the morn-
ing of 19 August (parrativq, pe 34) indicates that, contrary to expecta-
tions, the town and surrounding area were largely freq of dangerous con-
centrgtions of mnutnrd ga3. Under the circumstances, the DGO's estimate
of 1,300 mustard gas shells may be as much in excess of probebility as the
estim;te in June of 2,450 gas shells, where in faot a total of 923 gas

projector rounds were fired.
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Division reports thaf Frapelle was under "almost constant gas and HE"
fire all day on 19 August, with further gas shelling during the next two
days, sppear to be corroborated by the Division Gas Offlcer in his telegrnm
on the evening of the 22nd, saying that approximately 3, 000 mustard gas
shells and 500 nonpersistent gus ehells head been flred into the ares since
the night of 17 - 18 August (narrative pp. 36 - '36). Both his ‘count and
his comment that this weight of'sheil had caused "no seribus oases,“.and
‘therefore, presumably, did not justify a formal report of gas attﬂék,
inoredible. |

If spything approximeting this number of shells was fired into the
area, it indicated a needless, not to say prodigal, eipénditure.on thé'part
of the Germans, considering the difficulties of ammuniﬁion supbly in that
mountain sector and the limited mission to be accomplished. By Captiin
Fisher's own admission, the terrain around Frapelle could be kept suffi-
clently contaminated to force wearing of masks with "just a few shells each
day." A total of 4,300 mustard gas shells -- to say.nothiﬁg of the 500 non-
persistent gas shells -- conoentrated in an area a littlé under one square
kilometer, over a period of five days, must have effected something like

total saturation. It seems impossible that even with foroces in the area

reduced to as few as 300,64 all wearing Tissot masks and gloves, that "“no

) B
In the attack were 24 officers and 641 men from the 6th Inf; 7 offi-

oors and 1456 men from Co B, 15th MG Bn; 3 officers and 78 men from Co A,
7th Eng; and 14 officers and 459 men from the 9th Sig Bn =-- a total of 48
officers and 1,323 men. The medical detachment for the attack oomprised 7
offioer?J;nd 74 men. (MS. Med Hist of 5th Div, p. 18 [?ed Dept Box 3475,
Folder 1

However, the DGO says that only 600 men (including 1llth Inf troops)
were in the town and ravines when the first gas attack took place on the
night of 17 - 18 Aug, and that the forces in the area were reduced by half
on the morning of the 19th.
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serious cases™ could have resulted. There is no evidence that anything ap-
prosching mustard gas saturation ooccurred in the Frapelle area.

In view of these ciroumstances, and in the absence of German records
relating to the 5th Division for this period, it is suggested that the total
mumber of mustard gas shells fired into the Frapelle area between 17 - 22

August probably 4id not exceed 1,500, and may have been fewer,

The Cost of Frapelle

The Offioial History of the Fifth Division (p. 73) repeats the state-

ment that first appeared in the menuscript Brief History (p. 9) that, "there
were very few gas casualties in Frapelle, although several men were gaésed
when reliefs and working parties had to pass through the deep ravines and
valloys leading across whet had been No Man's Land. These valleys were the
only possible lines of communication and they were full of musteard gas all
the time." A page later, speaking of the three days and nights of "constant
artillery fire snd continuous danger from gas,™ the history nppéars.to con-
tradict its first statements "The casualties wére rather severe, smounting
to 16 percemt of the troops ongage&, besides many slight ceses of gassing
that wo}e not reported to the Division Surgeon. Among officers, bme died
of wounds and 24 were wqundedl. Enlisted casualties were 31 killed, 4 died
of wounds, 13 miasingh’%s severely wounded and 218 slightly wounded. Over
150 of the wounijed 'e;e gas ocases, not so serious but that the men were back
on duty' in a week or two."

This count of the casualties at Frapelle, based on admittedly "inade-
quate" 5th Division records, corroborated in the Table of Casualtiesiin the

Official History (pp. 348 - 49)s
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Killed Wounded Gassed

Qff Men Off Men Off Men Totals
16 Jul - 16 Aug s 23 6 63 3 38 137
17 - 23 Aug 1 31 13 135 11 158 - 349 66

The statistioal section of the 5th Division reported total casualties
in both the Anculd and St. Die sectors up to +the time of the Frapelle

operation (i.e., 15 Jun - 16 Aug) ass

Killed Wounded Gassed
Off Men Ooff Men Off Men Totals
4 38 -7 128 1 50 228

There were slight differences with the Offiocial History in the statistioal

reports totals for the Frapelle operations

1 35 10 138 11 176 a71 66

S§till greater numbers of gas casualties were reported by the Divis-

fon Surgeom, though his records covered only the period 17 - 21 Augusts

Killed Wounded Gassed Total
17 August 21 78 16 114
18 August 1 7 68 76
19 August 8 14 91 113
20 August 3 13 72 ' 88
21 August 4 8 15 27
. 37 120 261 418 °f

86
This represents only 6th Inf and its auxiliaries. Casualties in
other regiments between 17 - 23 Aug are included in the total of 137.

66
Stat Data Rpt, 5th Div, n.d. {6th Div Box 3, 12,3).

67
MS. Medical History of the 5th Division, ne.d., p. 19 (Med Dept Box

3475, Folder 1). The 418 oasualties, said this history, represented
186.1% of the total engaged, with the wounded being 4.6% and the gassed
9.6% of the total engaged.
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Disputing the Division Surgeon's gas casualty count of 261 is the total
arrived at by an sctual count of the admission lists of Field Hospital 29,

at St. Die, for the period 17 - 22 Augusts

11th = 6éth 15th

Other Total

: Inf Inf MGBn Eng FA
17 August 0 9 3 0 0 7 19
18 August 1 6 1 0 t) 8 16
19 August 11 73 21 0 3 14 122
20 August 10 51 0 1 0 7 69
21 August 6 42 1 2 1 9 61
22 August 0 12 0 0 0 1 13
28 193 26 3 4 46 300 68

On the basis of the Division Gas Officer's estimate of 1,300 gas
shells, 9.shells wore necessary to achieve each of the 145 casualties he
reported (marrative pp. 30 - 33). Assuming, as this study does, a total
of 1,500 gas shells for the period 17 ~ 22 August, the Division Surgeon's
rebord of 261 gas oasualties indicates that fewer then 6 shells were re-
'quired to achieve a casualty, snd taking the actual admissions oount of
300 gas casualties, the proportion is between 4 and § rounds per casualty.

The source of Shipley Thomas‘*s total of 571 casualties for the
Frapelle operation (narrative p. 1) is not known. His figures for those
killed, wounded, and gassed agree exactly with those reported by the 5th
Division statistical section, snd the section total of 371 suggests that

-Thomas misread the first digit. Thomas's verdict was nevertheless oorreot.

68 :
Gas hospital lists (FH 29) are in Med Dept Box 3483. Almost half of
the "other" casualties were among mediocal corpsmen.

Hotes This total of 300 does not include 5 men of the 6lat Inf
gessed in a brief bomberdment at the top of the sector on 20 Aug and ad-
mitted to FH 17 at Reon L*'Etape (Med Dept Box 3481).
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to Bvecuation Hospital No. 2 at Baccarat between 19 and 22 August, end many
of those received on the 2lst were transferred to Bsccarat with the closing
of Pield Hospital 29 at 8%. Die on the 23rd. Only 80 cases are shown re-
turned to dubty between 19 and 23 August.

It is, of ocourse, possible that the imminent relief of the division
necessitated this wholesale evaouation, but that fact is nowhere suggested
in & memo of the commander of the 5th Sanitary Train on 27 Augusts

In a recent attack 261 patients were sent to the Field Hospital as
gassed cases. Over half of these were not sufficiently gassed to require
their evacuation from the front line. There were several who manifested
no evidence of gas poisoning when received at the Field Hospitals...Many
men are suffering not from gassing but from gas fright. All they need is
reassurance....¥hen working in gas infected areas for a long time all
troops may be more or less gassed. It is for the surgeon to estimate the
degree of gas poisoning in each case, taking into consideration the kinds
of gases used, their concentration, amount of exposure, physical uignql
manifested by the patient and the exigency of the military situation.

The tone of this memo was distinctly unsympathetic, with its suggestion that
too many troops in Frapelle had used the presence of gas to claim that they
had been gassed. The memo might legitimately have made a distinction be-
tween gas fright and exhaustion cases, particularly among the early evaocuees
who had worn their gas masks intermitsently over a period of 30 hours. I%
did not, nor did any medioal officer who later discussed the gas casualties
at Frapelle, refer to gas mask exhaustion.

A mumber of discuesions or comments were elicited at the request of
the Division Surgeon in a postwar circular letter to his unit medical of-

ficers, and the answers are revealing whether they refer to the Frapelle

action or aubaequént operstions.

71 T
Memo, Lt Col C. J. Vaux for all surgeons, 5th Div (Med Dept Box
3480-Memos) .
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The surgeon of the 68h Infantry was to say that, “gas cases were
taken care of after all wounded cases had received atteﬁtion. In our first
engagement a% Frapelle gas oases far exceeded our wounded partly owing to
the facs that our orders were to evacuate all gas suspects and our lack of
experience at that time in harndling gzas cases." 2 Quite the oontfnry was
the view of the l4th MG Bat$alion medical officers "Gas patients were
given immediate treatment and evacuated to the rear. Due to the intensive
trniniﬁg received by the men for dofense against gas the casualties were

w73

extremely light. The medical officer of the 15th MG Batsalion had dif-

fioulty evnluntiﬁg his experiences "Mustard gas was the only form of gas
that gave any serious troubles....If it had been oombined with some of the
more dangerous gases, the effect would have been disastrous, as the men,
had begun to shink that they were immune to all forms of 5354"74'

While the surgeon of the llth Infantry was contemnt to aﬁy thet his
regiment had had “very few ocasualties from gas," with slight mustard gas
burns predomin:tiﬂg, the 60th Infantry medical officer was more explicits

There were very few genuine oases of gas poisoning. One man fell
over dead after reporting o the Battalion Aid Station. I saw three typi-
cal phosgene gas cases...unconsoious and frothing at the mouth and oyanotic.
Two of these three subsequently died. There were a great number of men who

sincerely thought that they were seriously gassed and a greater mumber who
wished to be evacuated as gassed. All these were placed in fresh air

Tz .
Ltr, Burg 6%h Inf %o Div Surg, 5th Div, 9 Apr 19, subs Rpt on Ciro
Lbr No. 8 (all shese ltr rpts are in Med Dept Box 3475, Folders 9 - 13).

73
Hist, Med De%, l4%h Mg Bn, 21 Apr 19.

74
Hist of Med Dep%, 16th MG Bn, n. d.
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outaide _the aid atation for a few hours and later sent back to their com-
panies.

Suocinct bus in agreembnt was the comment of the 6lat Infantry mediocal
officers “Gas oooasionally a friend to the weakling and an enemy to the
brave. Asha fadal weapon, unilportqnt."76

A minorisy report was that of the surgeon of the 20th FA. "Of specisl
interest,™ he said, "it must be stated that officers and men gass;d in the
20th Field Artillery were often refurned to duty too soon. The mejority of
them had %0 be returned to the Hospital as they were found unfit for duties
in the field.*’’ |

There is evidence that at least several of the medical officers of the
5th Division took an extremely dim view of %roops who reported themselves as
gassede. Af the end of the war, with 1,100 gas casualties offiocially reported
by the diviaion,‘the surgeon of the 5th Militéry Police, for example, de-
clared that “"Gas was really of very little importance as regards real omsual-

ties." (Tho.6,182 wound casualties had presumably been far more real.) @as,

he said, had served prinoipally as an excuse for m:lingering.TB
75

Lir, Surg 60%h Inf to Div Surg, 1l Apr, subs Med History of the War.
76 '

Lsr, Surg 6lat Inf to Div Surg, 28 Mar, subs Circ L&r No. 6, 21 Mar
19.
77

Memo, Surg 20th FA to Div 8urg, 12 Apr, subs Circ Ltr No. 6.
78 '

Rpt, Surg, 5th MP, n.d. Of interest is an 1l8-page anon. Medical
Activities Rp%, Argonne Opn, 17 May 19 (5th Div Box 5,20.1) which says that
of 2,005 gas oases admitted to the Sth Div gas hospital from all sources dur-
ing the Argomme battle, 625 showed slight or no sympsoms when they reached
the triage hospital, 30 kilometers away. Elsewhere the report says 644 were
returned so dusy after a short period, including 215 yperi%e cases, 23 di-
phosgene, 144 cshlorpiorin and yperite or diphosgene, 125 chlorarsene, and 137
"malingerera® (pp. 8 - 9).
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The regimental surgeon of the 73h Emglineers put gas cases in the
same olass with shell shook and PN (psychoneurotic) casess

As far as my observation goes I consider gas to be a much exaggerated
bug-a=boo, and I personally censure the ones responsible for this exagger-
ation. When we first arrived in the Gerardmer sector a number of men were
gassed in a tunnel, I went to the hospital where these men were being
treated and personally examined each one....Three had quite a severe bron-
chisis, four severe laryngitis, while the others were affected with eye in-
flemmation of no% a severe types These men were kepk...in bed...for some
two or three weeks. After being out of bed only a few days these men weére
marohed uphill some ten kilometers...where several of them collapsed. In
my opinion any other man [whebther] gassed or not would have done the same
thinge....At the Frapelle affair I exemined carefully...each man of Company
A, 7th Engineers, olaiming %0 be gassed, found no depressant signs, and
laughed each one out of his fear, evacuating not a single man and losing
none that I so treated....

I positively forbade $he use of the terms [shell shock or war neu-
roseg] by elsher offioers or men,-and impressed them with7ghe fact that it
was hysteria and a disgraoceful thing for the men to have.

Alshough the surgeon of she Englneers says he laughed his mem out of their
fears, the records nevertheless show that two of the three members of the
7sh Engineers evacuated as gas casualties from the dressing station at
Charemont to the field hospital at St. Die were later traansferred to the
hospi€a1 at Baccarat.

These comments on gas casualties are particularly pertinent to this
study of the Frapelle operation, for it was an exefcise in gas tolerance.
The Germans, in leaving a garrison of four in the town, indicated thé'mili-
tary imporsance of Frapelie, and by their prompt gassing of the fown after
1%s capture indicated their knowledge of 1%s vulnerability.

Frapelle was a gas %rap that the b6th Division elected %o oocupy, de-

apitexstandxng orders to evacuateé mustard-conteminated terraim where the

79 ' .
Ltr, Regt Surg, 7%h Emg to Div Surg, 1 Apr 19, subs Ciro Ltr No. 6.
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military situation did mnot make ocoupation imperative. It seems olear that
the staff end line officers of the division had the support of the majority
of i%s mediocal officers in depreciating both the effects and effectiveness
of gas. Im all the records, reports, and histories of the 64h Division
there is but a lingle’suggestion that the occupation of Frapelle bordered
on folly. 1I% appeared in the Division Gas Officer's advice “to evacuate

this tom" at once.
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If the 300 gas casualties reported in this study n;e’added to the statistical
seotion's report of 184 killesd and wounded in the Frapelle opersation, the re-
sulting total of 484 represents the more probable costs of Frapelle, still

making it ™a oostly affair for taking so small a section of useless trench."

Medical Department Comments

Of considerable interest are the Division Surgeon's comments, follow-
ing his tabulation of 261 gas casualties, that phosgene, mu#tard, and lach-
rymatory gas injuries were observed in the patients from Frapelle; that
there were 10 oases of mustard gas burns, 222 cases of phosgene inhalation,
and 9 cases of oufbon dioxide inhalation {the other 20 were not accoumted
for); and finally, that all those gassed weres returned to duty within one
taok.eg

It is difficuls %o accept these remarks since the reports of the
Division Gas Officer speak only of mustard gzas c;sunltiea, as do the after-
notion‘feports of the units in Frapelle and the divisional history. More-
over, ail but 19 of the 300 cases reoorded.in th; hospital admission lists
are marked "Mussard Gas, surface cpntnoto"7o it is further qgestionod
whetherigll-the gas cases were returned to duty within a week, The_go;pitul
iists rev;nl that almost 200 of the gas casualties received at St. Die from
the drésslng'staﬁion at Charemont between 18 and 20 August were trnnaférred

1

LI
MS. Med Hist of 6th Div, pp. 20 - 21.

70

There are 3 cases diagnosed "phosgene inhalation,” 7 “chlorine," and
9 "gas, undetermined." o [
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