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Foreword

This is a tentative study of the gas experiense of
the 26th Division in the Aisne-Marne Campaign during Werld
War I. This study is not presented as a definitive and
- offiolal history, but is reproduced for currenmt referencs
use within the Military Bstablishment pending the publica-
tion of an approved history.

The author was assisted in his research by Mr. Walter

0. Moeller and Mres. Charlotte Bolin.

Nose to Readers Comments and suggestions relative te
aceurscy and adeguaoy of treatment are invited, and may be
transmitted to the Chief, U.8. Army Chemical Corps Historical
Office, Army Chemical Center, Maryland.
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‘ TEE 26TH DIVISION IN TNE AISNE-MARNE OFFENSIVE
JULY 1918

At the Turn of the Tide

‘ By 31 May 1918, after advaneing for five days, the German Seventh Army
| had lost i%s forward drive. In a surprise breakthrough, it had reached the

| Marne. That day the Germans turned thelr efforts to a westward expansiom
of the bulge, down the valley betwesn the Oureq and the Marme towards Paris.
| Petain's reserves, including the 2nd American Division, checked the spemt
and everextended German forees, and through the month of June the enemy
ssught to eomselidate the terrain he had won.

This breakthreugh, which Ludendorff had planned as a diversiom for his
prineipal effort agaimst the British in Flanders, was to be followed in mid-
July by smether diversionary asssult on either side of Reims, preparatory to
o final assemlt en the British eenter at Haszebrouck. On 15 July, the Germsn

First and Third jrmies te the east of Reims were to drive towards Chalons

(see Mep Wo. 1 and Overlay), while the Seventh Army crossed the Marne near
Dormans and eonverged with the main advance towards Epernay. Paris was to
be takem from the east, rather than through the valley of the Marme. Luden-
dorff's main attack im Flanders was to follow on 20 July, when the artillery
and sireraft used to launch the Reims attack had been transported merth.
The abtaeck on the 15%h on either side of Reims was the last German of-
fensive om the western fromt. The great French and American artillery
sounter-preparstion just before the German advance, followed by the Allied
sounterattaek on July 18 agaimst the flank of the German Seventh s0

jeopardized the German situatiom that Ludenderff was compelled to postpene

—1—

S I S S S VS SO S




asd then sbandon his whole plam for fimal victory. The ebb had begun.

Degowbte’'s "Study for a Renewal of the Offensive by the VIth Army," in
which the 8360th Division was to have a part, foresaw that an Allied sbtack
on the 12-kilometer fromt between the Oureq and Clignom rivers was posaible
with his present limited means if the ememy were to weakem or %e “distend"
himself elsewhere. There were three divisions with part of & fourth im the
line om § July, the date of his study, but he would soomn haw sevem divis-
iome at his disposal, four in the line and three in reserve, with pessibly
ome or two Ameriean divisiens available later.l

Applying the lesson taught by the German artillery in the breakbthreugh
betwoen the Olse and the Somme in March, the Freneh artillery, said Degoubbe,
would opeam the attack with an intense but brief preparation, with intensive
use of gas shells om ensmy baktery positions. With his Army artillery, he
would have thirteen battalioms of 166s on his fromt, “te more sempletely
neutralise smemy srtillery. This neutralisadion will be made as much as
pﬁlll‘hh with EM“I Yot, when the time for the attask ecsme, the
French erdered mo -rillh;';r preparstion whatever, in order t¢ ashieve maxi-

mum susprise. Later, with the resovery of the enemy from the surprise

b o
Aebually, he mms to have seven divisions, ineluding the jmerisan 4%h and

28th, in the first line for the attack and eme in reserve, with the Jueriean
Ebth, Biul, and 4wl made avalladle later.

2
8-3, Hq VIth Army, Btudy for Remewal of Offensive by the VIth Army, 8
Jul (26th Div Box 12, 351.2). Bee also G-3 study, Armies of the North and
Northeast, Taotiecal Lessoms Dramm from Operations between the Olse aand the
SBomme, 6 Jun (tr at GHQ ARF, 14 Jwm) (ibid., 31.7).
3
Order 81, Freneh 16Twh Divisiem, 17 Jul (26th Div Box 19, 32.11, l67th
Piv). . . :
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eounterattask, the Frensh found it necessary to use considerable gas on thelr
front in order te adwvance.

In the great Allied counterattack, Degoutte's Freneh Sixth Army played
a subsidiery role to Mangin's Tenmth, and in Degoutte’s Army the role of the
26th Division, in a pivetal position, was r-i-tlﬂly' {noonspicuous. Never-
theless, in its week of fighting, the 26th Division advanced seventesn kilo=-
meters, the first real advance made by an Ameriocan division as a wmit in
_Iorld War I. TUnlike the Fremeh divisions on its flaaks, the 28th Divisien
made that advance without the advantage of gas. Its gas casunlties, om the
other hand, were all out of prepertiom to those suffered by the Frensh divi-
sioms.

The emphasis in this repert is almost equally divided between the gas
experience of the divisien in the two weeks prior to its advance and, partly

as a result of that experiemee, its reaction to ges during the advance.

In the Pas Finl Becter

On 4 July, six days after being relieved in the Bousq sestor, in the
Nosvyre, the 20th Division arrived in the Pas Fini (“Usfinished") sector,
near Chateas Thierry. It hed beem srdered to relieve the exhausted 2nd
Divisien, whish for shirty-five days had fought aeross a kilometer of ground
ageinst the German forces on the Paris-Mets road. Coming wp te the left of
the sestor were the 103cd and 104th Regiments, 52nd Brigsde, under Brig. Oea.
Charles K. Cele; te the right were m 102nd and 10lst Regiments, Slest Brig-
ade (in that erder from left to right), under Brig. Gem. George H. Shelton.
The 5lst PA Brigade was under Brig. Gen. Dwight E. Aultman, and Maj. Gen.

Clarence R. Bdwards eommanded the division.

g
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The relief began that day with elements of the 52nd Brigade replacing
the 4th Brigade (Marine) in the left sector. The next day further relief
was postponed when information was received that a large-scale German attack

was about to be made somewhere between Reims and Chateau 'lZ‘hLi.neu-r;,.r."t

Until the
attack sctually began, on either side of Reims ten days later, it was believed
the enemy advance would be made down the Marne valley. The relief was not to
be resumed wntil 7 July, and was ocompleted on the night of 8-9 .I'n.m].;u-.5
On § July, as the 52nd Brigade took over the left side of the line,

the German units opposite were two regiments of the 4th Ersatz Divisiem,

between Bussiares and Bellesu, completing the relief of the Sth Guard Divisien

that day and taking over a seckor of the 87th Division; the 87th Divisien,

between Belleau and Bouresches; elements of the Z2Bth Division, between

Bouresches and Vaux, soon to withdraw; and a regiment of the 20lst Divieion,

encircling Vaux (Msps No. 2 and 3).° The 5th Guard Division was completely

used up. It was to be reported on 12 ;Iuly as no lnni-r capable of battle.
The 4th Ersat: and BTth Divisions wers still fully capable of fighting in

poaitional warfare but hﬂlr in need of rest and retraining. All but one

T
Jal 0, 2nd Div, 4 Jul; War Diary, 2nd Div, § Jul.

5

80 3391, VIth Army, 2 Jul, and GO 545, 3rd Fr C, 2 Jul (26th Div Bex 22,
32.7, Fr orders) ordered the piecemeal relief of the Marine brigade and its
arty support between 4~7T Jul, that of the 3rd Brig and its arty between 7-9
Jul. GO 3403, VIth A, 3 Jul, ordered immediate alert dispositions and alert
exercises in preparation for the attack. Cf. FO 48, 28th Div, 1600, § Jul
(26th Div Bex 135, 32.1).

801 86, 2nd Div, 4-5 Jul.
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regiment of the 20lst Division was batt 1--Iorth'_n7

To the left of the 26th Division was the French 16Tth Division, whieh,
with the 26th, made up the Americen lst Corps. To the right was the French
39th Division, XXXVIIIth French Corps.

A captain of engineers, going up %o Belleau Wood with infantry efficers
to make a reconnaissance for the Z6th Division, was left in no doubt that

an awful fight had gone on in those woodss treeas all shot to pleces,
foliage destroyed, olothing, rifles, mess kits, smmunition, even mmehine
guns, both Amesrican and German, strewn everywhere. And then the dead of
both sides. B8ometimes two opponents were almost in a death grapplecc.:.
There were two Germans in a little firing-pit...both in the same posture
and both sighting their rifles held at the same position:. In a little elear~
ing was a group of eight of our boys, spparently a squad who had charged a
boche machins Eun when it 5“ them all....

We made a thorough resemnaissance of the woods and studied the hasty
intrenchments, machine-gun positions, and advanced posts. On the left we saw
a shallow trench extending through a wheat-field: In that trench were mea
lying down in the hot sum. They could hardly move without exposure %o hostile
fire. No one could get to them exeept at night. Every morning at three
o'cloek a detall crawled out with a cold meal of 'I’illy and hardtask and one
canteen of water for the day....

n a clearing on the other side of the woods, in fromt of Bouresches, /
we were startled to find ourselves surrounded by huns! There must have been
twenty there, all dead, some sprawling on the ground, others hanging in trees
or on the wires, where our shells had probably blown them.®

T

VIiI 8 (Bcheeler) Berength Report, 12 Jul (7th WDEA, 29 Jun=-8
Aug, pp- German Files Box 80 /). For imtel o and 20let Divs, see
20th Div l-: , 22.3. PR n IO

Om 21 Jul, the 26th Div orossed the 87th Div seotor into that of the
201st H.'r (see Map No. 2), and en 22 Jul Was astride the sestor line st Bpleds
e 20lst Div and 10th Landwehr Div. That dey, the 22nd, the 23rd Div

at I-r;;r (11ke the IDth Law, 1€ was in Corps Ilﬁing was brought down To sup-
port the 10th Liw, 1s I0BTh Saxon I'EE. moving to the vicinity of La Logette

Malsen (zm 22" Ja s fol I, German Files Box 174 7;
Corps Kethen Opns 0 3208, 32 l"!UTI [ Bex 161

Carrell J. Swan (Co D, 101st Bng), My Company {Bﬁrl:nnt Ewﬁtm Mifflin,
1918, 283 pp). pp. 165-168.




For five days after the arrival of the 28th Division, its hesdquarters
and 6let Brigade remained in the second or Army defense position, with its
$2nd Brigade im the front line and first positiom unier the command of the
2nd Divielem (Map No. 4). Detalled Corps srders and instrustions were issued
daily om the maintenanse of the alert and counter-offemsive preparstioms.
One order made the 26th Divisiea responsible for blowing the Marne ‘Irlll;n
in the evemt of a breakthrough.’ On 7 July amd again on 13 July higher head-
quarters issued speecial warnings that the sxpested attack was imminemt, but
on the fromt the enemy appeared only to be organisimg defensive pesitions im
depth, stringing accordiam wire and dewble barbed wire, and sonstrusting new
machine gun and rifle pesitions.'C On the American side, all troeps were
similarly engaged in comstrueting or strengthening msechins gun emplacementes,
wire entanglements, and firing tremshes, partisularly arcund the resently wen
Bois de Belleau and village of Vaux. And daily the artillery on both sides

put down fire en targets of eppertunity.

‘__

FO 4, 1st C, 7 Jul (las C Bex 15); 1ltr Cof$ 26th Div to CO 102md Inf,
2230, 7T Jul, subs Employmest of troops on Positien 2 (26th Div Box 19, 32.14).

The detailed plans for defense of the lst and 2nd positions, as part ef
YIth Army's mission to resist a orossing of the Marne, are in JO 6, 1lst C, 8
Jul. 8ee Corps instruetioms in 26%h Div Box 16 and Box 19, 32.15.

On 8 Jul, Opns O 4, let C Arty, saids "Certain batteries, whose sone of
actien is beyend 1000 meters frem cur line of eutpests, will be required to
fire 70X gas shell." i :

Om 16 Jul, Opns 0 6, Lot C Arty, saids "It is reocmmended that a large
preporélen of gaz be employed in the neutralisation of the enemy batteries.
Division and Artillery Cesmanders will submit to these Headquarters as socen
as possible an estimate of the mumber of gas shells needed....” No such
estimates have been found. (Opns O in lst O Box 36, 60.11, EBpt of Opns, and
in 1lst C Box 38, 60.32).

10 :
80Is fer the perioed, and G-2 lst C Rpt, Resume of Stuldy of Enemy‘s Seetor
Opposite lst C from June lst to July 15th (26th Div Bex 52, 51.5).
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Amid the daily hostile HE fire, 350 mustard shells were fired 1n§o the
Bois de le Marstte and 200 mized gas and HE shells just east of Tullerie de-.
Triengle on the night of 4«5 July, resulting in more than 120 ges oasunliies
tn the 2nd Division. There was further gas shelling on the 5th, and during
the night of the Sth almost 500 gas shells full on the 2nd Divisien frexmt,
prinoipally around Monneaux and inurbolin, with 50 or more g.- easuslitien,
On the night of ;hha T®h, lpp'l_-oxmtoly 650 ges shells wore fired inko the
Bois de la Narette nnﬂ Bois de Beliesu, with 8 oasualties reported by the
9nd Diviatan.lt Thare is mo reeord of 26th Division HE or gas casualties
b-fﬁro 9 July when, taking over cosmand of the sestor, the divisien began
to ssue its own Sumeries of Imelligense and Daily Operstions Reperts.}? |

In the five-day perisd betwsen She evening of 9 July and the evening
af 14 July, when the German offensive spewed with = doﬁonltrdtioﬁ on the
26th Divisfon front, the yeserds indicate that spproxzinstely 10,550 rounds
of EE fell in the 5204 Brigede sester, remulting in 14 killed and 84 wounded,
In the swme period, s total of 11,350 HE shells foll in the Sist Brigade

sector, resulting in 1l killed and 48 wounded in thst brigads, and 2 killed

80T 86, 28, 89, 2nd Div, 4-8 Jul; Jal O, 204 Div, 5-8 Jul. These atks
have heen previously reperted in the 2nd Div studye. _ :

12 . : = | .
“Reoords previous te July 10, 1918 are so incomplete that a daily clessi-
- fioatiom ean not -b;ﬁu-n_- (Ltr DGO to C CWS, 20 Jan 19, Bpt on Gus Activities
As.the 26th Div assimed command, kg of the 103rd Inf was set up at La

Yole du Chatel, the 104tk at Maison Blenche, and the 52nd Brig at La Loge

. Perme; the L0Znd Inr was &t Coupru, the 101 Iuf sod all three reghl hgs of th¥
ZA st Les Alnols Bomtemps. Yhe Slst Brig was at Domptin snd the Slat FA Brip
and Div Hq, st Marigny, weved up that day to Genewrois Ferms. The 10lst Eng:
wers in the Bois de La Creisette. (DOR, B~9 Jul). _ f

[T28th Div Box 248




and 13 wounded in the 10lst Enginsera.l?

Although the enemy fired some gas on oach of those five days, it
reportedly produced little effect. On the 10th, "La Vole du Chatel recsived
an intenas burst of shells...at 16300 otsloek, [50] blue cross gas shells
being used in the bombardment," with 25-5u rounds on an unidentified target
and 20 on the Bois de la Marette that svening, all without ceusing any casuai-

ties. 14

Approximstely 50 rounds of gas were put on Vaux and the Bois de la
Roche on the night of 11-12 July, and again on Vaux and the ravize between
Vaux and Monneaux on the evening of the 12¢h. On the aight of 13-14 July,
$0 gas shells fell on Triangle Ferme nnd.Boil de Triangle and 25 more in the
ﬁoil de B_cllcau.ls That seme night between 7520 p.m. and 5:45 a.m., the
102nd TA of the 28th Division fired 130 No. 5 (phosgene) shells into the
Bois des ‘Rochotl.m

Only 3 gas casualties resulting from about 270 gas shells, wers reported
by the division for the five-day pcri_dd. Diviaion Surgeon records, howsver,
show 46 gas sasualties during that period, ‘while an actual coumt of the hospi-

tal adminsion listz reveals 67 gas sasualties between 10-14 July.u

1%
: S80I B87-91, 26th Div, 9-14 Jul (2Bth Div Box 8, 20.1) DOR, 26th Div,
=14 Jul (nx 24, 33.1). i .

14 :

801 87, 88, $-11 Juls DOR, 910 Jul.
oo | ‘

80I 89, 90, 11-13 Jul.
14 '

Opms Rpt 101, Elst FA Brig, 14 Jul (26th Div Box 58). This iw the only
record of this gas missien. 26th Div arty fired 7703 rounds of HE that same day.

17 - B
DOR, 9=14 Jul; chart, Med Dept (26th Div) Box 3593, 704 Casualties; admis~
sion lists, Med Dept (26th Div) Box 3616.

_é -



It appears jult a9 well that there wers no serious gas attacks dnrin_.‘
She period, for some of the troops in the 26th Division arrived in the ses-
tor without gas masks, having lost them emroute. As the gas officer of the
102nd Infantry reported on the 7ths “Am badly off for {s.a.n.',. [ mall box
rnp'iruton]. Men have losted [ stcjthem in large awmbers. 8o far I've
had 45 cases reported but uaderstand that there were more....No reserve |
stocks lef%....I°11 try and get them from Division that we relieve but they
may not waxt 40 do s0. & supply of 100 would just sbout £ix me up umtil
the ~--- fools move quln-"m After investigating this report, the Divisim
Gas Offioer notified Gemeral Rdwardss "The same fault What has besn noticed
“on previcus moves was noticed during this last meve. Thed is the fact that
respiraters were lost. For example, the 3rd Battalion of the 102ad Infanbry
ealled for 25 respirators after they had used up their Il‘ reserve when they
reached the fromt 1ins....Each of the Battalions requested Respirators aftor
the move,*}? . _

Almost a week later, whem the relief of the 2nd Dlvluén had been oom-
pisted and the troops were 1a the front line polltloni, the Asaiatant Division
Gan Offiser and Divislon Gas Officer, after inspestion %ours of the infantry
and wréillery regiments, reperted a mamber of flagrant violstions of (L) 'nlol't
iinipnm Anvolving the gai_ mask, the Rost serious oesurring in the 10lst

1w _
i Washdurn RGO 102nd Inf t0 DOO, 7 Jul (28th Div Box 249, fol 1).

19 .

A DEO 4s C0 284k Div, O Jul, sub; Inep of Uus Dise (ibid., fol 8).

In P, P. Sibley's With the Yankee Diviasion in France {Bostons Little,

Brown, 1919), faeing p. WX, 18 & ploture taken 1n April of "Gemersl Cele
52ud Brig / lesturing [&n j’ soldiers ssught without gee masks, Rivrey-
rve!.lln.



Infantry. On 11 July and again on 13 July, it was found that "orders regard-
ing the wearing of respirators in the 'alert' position in the "alert’ rone
[woro] not being obeyed by a large nuaber of men and offlcers.” Fifteen
mon wore oarrying thelr respirators in th'- slung positlon, twenty=-rour were
woaring their masks at thq oarry, one had an uneuthorized ARS French ﬁa._lk,
and thilrty-one had none at allozo | |

Conoerning gas diseipline in the division at large, it would be interes-
ting $0 kuow how genorally it was understouod befors the advanos that "ex-
cusable gas casualties are ones in which () & man was knooked down by the
ges chell, (U} runnors who had Lu gu Lhrough lafected arcas or (8} instances
where men took off roipirntorl in battle to be able 0 fight better. The

inexcuseble ones ere those in which respirators were adjusted tardily, ()
taken off too soon or (e) inexcusably remained in infeeted areas when not
mo..nw.'zl .

Waile the survey and replecement of gzas masks was being oarried out, it
was reperted daily thet “we are improving our positions,® with the infaxtry
in the fyont lines dlggiig shelters and repairing their rifle pits, and the
enginsers, with infantry halp, putting in from thres to elx thousand man-
hours eash day on construstion work in the sons of resistance, digging

trenches, putting up ssmouflage, sonstrusting dugouts and cmﬁ posts,

b1
Momo Asst DOO to ACofS G-1, 12 Jul and mams DGO to ACofS G=-1, 16 Jul
(1bid., fol 5).

2l

Ltr DGO to C CWE, 20 Aug, auhg Examnlas af Gacd amd Bad Gas Dise {28ah
Div Bex 249, fol 3). -
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sutting lots, and preparing wire entanzlements. Nightly, patrols weat out in
agzressive forays to scout ensmy positions and seoure identifjication of the

foroes opposite.

Gas for "Straasenbau"

During the early ovening of 14 July, as the light rain gave way to
heavy ground fog, the ememy fired his normal harassing missions. Then

starting about midaight, owr frout lfnnl and intermediate areas wore
hesvily shelled with High kxplosive and gasa. The Marne bridges and back
srees were shelled inmtermittently during the nights Aas time went on the

firing became more intense and it bessme evident that the 10lst Infantry
was recelviog spovial wmibentions The Bols de la Drigade Marine gob eevere

punishment but, as a whole, the fire was conoentrating towerds Vaux. This
oconcentration sontinued umtil about Sc” =o'olock.1rh.n it resched the in-
tensity of a barrage in front of Vaux.

Reporting the gas atteck thus minimized by division headquarters,
Capts Thomas H. Cutler, the Division Gas Officer, salds "In conjunction
with the stert of his fifth grand offensive the enemy protested his right
flank by means of a heavy gas attack on positions of ocur troope.” He
estimated that during the ten-minute preparation with di.phoag'm-l.nd ohlor-
‘pierin, followed by a four-hour mustard gas bombardment, slmost 1500 gas

shells had been fired on the 10lst Infantry, 10lst Engineers, snd 102nd MO

7
- DOR 14=185 Jul. Opns Rpt 101, 15 Jul, 5lst FA, saids "In response to
the enemy's bombardment our batteries fired C.Pe0e’s and at 1126 o'clock on
e report from the Infantry that the action was localized at Vaux, the Light

Artillery Grouping fired 875 (aa shells [Nn. 5 fopposite the 10let Tnfane
tryssesdt 2300 o%olock / our / barrage was finished and a C.P+C. was started
on the woods north of Vaux w zas® {26th Div Box 59; also Intel Rpt, 102nd
FA, M=15 Jul [Box 61, 20,7 /)s .

HOTEs C.P.0. standa far asuntarenranaration daffanaiwa fire. O0f. C.0.P.
(counter offensive preparition)s Vihe 'G.E.G. on the line of maln resistance
is fire on a sone extended from the barrage line for a depth of 500 / or
more / meters® (Opns O 169, 103et FA, 13 Jul /26th Div Box 60, 32.1Z7).

-11-



Eattalion in the Bois de la Crolsette and at Vaux nhd Monneaux; 6200 rounds
had fallen on the 102nd Infantry at Eill 201 and 4in the woods around Coupru;
1600 rounds on the 103rd Infantry in the woods near Le Voie du Chatel; and
200 rounds on the 101lst FA northeast of Maison Blanche (Map No. § md Over-
hw)-zs " _

The 10lst Iafantry reported 22 inhalation and 130 biarnl casualties sent
to the hospital on the morning of the 15th, the 10ist Ingineers reporting
10 inhalation and 52 burn oases.?é A field message from the 10Zad Infambry
st Coupru resds “Have had about §,000 to 6,500 gas shells in our sester
last night. Most of it Mustard with some ?holgem tnd Diphoagens. Woods
still full of it. About 30 to hospital wp %o now. Will be & 1ot mere be-
fore the next two days are over /YM RGO 102nd Inf to DGO, n.h., 16 Jul
(26th Div Box 248) 7." The lst Battalion Ges Officer, 102nd Infamtry, was
to say that the gas a‘étnck that night began with a high concentratien of
phosgens and diphosgene for fifteen or Swesty minuses, then the baStalion
ares in the woods was drenshed “with fully 6000 musterd gas shells."2¥ fhe
regiment later reporteds ‘ ' |

Between midnight and four ofelock, 18th July, the enemy threw approxi-
mately five thousand mustard-ges shells into the woods on Hill 201, Bois des

Clersmbauta, and the woods seuth of the Paris-Mets Road....The two sompanies
on Hill 20} and the two in the woods south of the road, comprising the First

6r DGO to OG 26th Div, 20 Jul, Bpt of Ges Atk Rvening of July 14=1%
(26th Div Box 25, 33+8).. : _

24 '
RGC and DGO Dphs on Gee Abback (26th Div Dex 249).

25
Ltr B0O 102nd to DA0, 16 Jul (ibid).
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Pattalion in support, suffered heavily, the casualties Belns shiefly 'b_ody
burns developing during the ensuing days, the gas hanging in the wooaa,
alternstely held down by rain and sgain volatilized by the warm sun.
The 103rd Infantry, south of Toroy, reported the bombardment of mustard ges
and HE a5 in the "Proportion of gas to high explosive shell 2 for l. 1500
gas shells fell, 500 in woods ocoupied by 2nd Battalion and 1000 in adjacent
aren." ..At 630 s.;m« on the 16th, only two men in the 103rd had been re-
ported evacuated as & result of the guulng.z'r ) |

The particular target of.lt;he gas attack on the norni#; of ti;o 18,
the divisional artillery, 'roporbod 1 officer snd 2 men gassed on the 1lbth,
and 39 men of the 10lst FA and 1 officer and 19 men of the 103rd FA geassd
on the 16th.28 |

Corpa Sohoeler, whese units had fired ges missions all along i%s fremh

that morning, did not appear to agree with Captain Cutler that the gas was
for flenk protectiom, but saids "On she 15th the offensive "Strassenbau®

[Bosd Construction," aode name for the Marns-Reims offensive 7 was begun
- by-th- tl‘..pl. ia the iort sector. In order te divert the attention of the
eneny, bursts of mlhl-httﬁn fire were delivered axd raids executed oa the

" _entire sorps fromte.” Schoeler's 4th Eraats Division, however, Was more ex-

plloit seoncerning the gensral strategys

1. - : |

Eist of the 102w Inf (26th Div Box 41, 1l.4). BRpt of Opns & Intel,
102nd Inf, 14=18 Jul {ibid., 20.7), reported only 2500-3000 HE and gus shells
over those four heurs, coming from Jerman guns at Monthiers and Btrepilly.

4
M Rpt of Gaa Shell Atka on 103rds Rpt on Gas Atk, RGO, 103rd Inf (26th
Div Bex 2“)0 : .

28 -
Opns Rpts 101-108, 18=17 Jul, Slst Brig {26th Div Box §9).

- 13 -



Of paramount importance for the sucoess of the attack / of the German
Arllulfis oomplete assurance of the protection of the right flauk, by fully
repulalng enemy attacks against the Ninth Army and west fronmt of the Seventh
Army without reguiring more forces than are in line at present, in order not
to withdraw any troops from the attaok....Waves of annihilation fire will be
delivered daily Detwesn 4330 and 5330 a.m. on the enemy sasemdbly ereas. Abun--
dant use will be mede of 5“.29

The raid on the 26th Division, simultaneous with raids on the Premch
foroes on either aide, mt;ritlizod as the gas and EE bombardment ceased. At

4¢1F s.m., spproximately a hundred 201st Division troops advanoed and esou-

pied the rallroad cut north of Vﬁﬁx. Boxing the German foroe in with a bar-
rage, the 10lst Infantry attacked and dispersed the raiders in a short fight.

The dlvision estimated that spproximataly 15,000 shells were fired inte
its sootor on the nlghf of 14«15 July, with the ochlef sonsemtrations em the
forward positions of the 101st in the Bola de Belless and cn the battery
positions Inur the Pariselets resd. There was “much gas," the number of
rounds presumably inoluded in the adove total. 30 “ _ |

In his erigimal report, the Divisicn Gas Offleor said that approximately
9,520 gas shells were fired on he morning of the 15%h, saé iwplied the same

. mmber the next night, the 16th, speaking of it as “prastiocslly a duplioation

of the firss :ttuk's.‘“ Hanslian seys that the German 87th Division fired

w .
' Rpt em betien, 18 Jul, VIII C (Schoeler), 11 Jul-3l Aug, tr from fol 1
(German Files Box 11%); 4th X¥s Dlv Opns. (4] 5;1, Preparations to Resist Counter-

aVk, 18 Jul (4oh Ere WD,"TeT YT, pp. 16-17 [German Files Bex s /).

30
301 92, 14~15 Jul

L} ' '

Ltr te CO 20tk Div, 20 Jul, sbove. A postwar repert on these attaoks,
“gn the basis of his records® them, 1is contradictory in 1%s estimate of 2,860
diphenylchlerareine, phosgems, and mustard shells on the l4th / night of l4-
159 and 9,700 phosgens, diphoagens, and mustard shells on the 18th, resulting
in 1569 gas easuslties and 2 gas deaths. (1tr DGO to & CWS, 20 Jan 19, subs Rpt
on Ges Aotivities /26¢h Div Bex 248 J).
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approxluﬁiy 8000 yellow oross shells on the morning of the 15th amd 750
yellow cross shells between 2500 and 3500 e.m. on the 16th, all against the
bit_tory positions of the 26th Division. He further cbserves: "Thls gas
bombnr.dmant took placs in conjunction with the German offensive across thol
Marne and was designed %o ho_.ld the enemy batteries and prevent their enfil-
sding the Oerman troops partioipating in this stteeck, and at the same time
to pave the way for local pstrol raids."v2

The easualtiez reported by the division as m result of the shelling
(15,000 rounds) and the fight at Vaux on the 15th were 1 officer and 4 men
kKilled, 64 men wounded, and 1 officer and 175 men gassed, with almost all
the killed and wounded and 83 of the ges cases in the 101st Infantry, and
99 gas ossualtles in the 102nd Ini‘an‘t‘.r';m33
On 16 July, however, the lend Field Hospital reported thit over the

previocus 24 hours, » sotal of 580 osaes had passed through the hospital et

I

Gasangriffe an der Americanischen Front, ppo 115-118, Hanslian remarks
on the very imoomplets German data for these two bombardments, but believes
Spencer’s data equally inoomplete regarding casualtles smong the division
Lattorieso ' .

Nots may B¢ mede here sonserning the resords of the 4th Breats, B7th,
" and 201st Divisions in the German Files of the National Archives. The reocords
of the 4th Frast:s Indicate it was engaged principally with the Prench 1687th,
ae the TUYST was engaged with the French 39th. Gus data in those Gersan re-
socds revesl thet the French kept Monthiers, to the left of the 26th Div, and
Hill 204, to the right, covered with gas. By oomparison, gas data in 87th Div
 records sre meagero The only figures thet have been found for the gas atks o
156-1¢ July relets to swno reaplacsament for the heavy arty of the 87th; 350 yel-
low sross om 1} July, 1100 yellow oross on 13 July, snd 100 yellow cross on 14
July. On 15 July oonsumption of 903 yollow oross is reported and on 16 July,
5 blus oross and 348 yellow oross, with 395 yellow oross reseived as replase~
mewrb (S4th Foot Arty WD / A7th Div (Sub Units) WDkA, 14 Jun-30 Jul, pp» 251~
256_/, German Files Box 308Y. ¥o comparable data for the light arty has been
gound.

33
DCit 14=15 Jule



Bezu le Guery, of which 418 were zas casualties, with mustard gas prevail-
ing.‘“ The Division Gas Officer on the 20th reportsd 518 gas casualties, of
which 26 were lung cases, the rest "eys and body burns, mostly light." Many
more cases were expected, he aaid, becauss "evacuated areas were not properly
guarded and men were permitted to go back into these areas in s few hours, no
guards being posted to prevenmt them. Thers will undoubtedly be more oases
develop from this t:mluicm.“35

The enemy artillery oomtinued its bombardment of the divisionsl secter
all day on the 15th. “There has been,” the division salq,

an enormous amount of firing over our whole sector all the time, but
espoclally in the first pert of the night [of the 15th /. We have been
drenched with gas. Between 18330 o'elock &nd midnight the front lines
received intense bombardnentsee..The gas we have been recoiving ls mustard.
The fire was general and widespread, even over the back areas, but VYaux, Bols
de la Brigade Marine, Lucy le Boomge, the Paris-Met:z road, and tga entire
front lines of the Slst Brigade have received speciel attention.
As & result of an estimated 1600 rounds of EE on the fromt lines through the
night of 18-16 July, infantry casuslties were 3 killed and 21 wounded. Two
hundred rounds of EE on battery positions apparently caused no casuslties.

Ho estimate of the number of gas shells was made, but the mustard gas put

Mome for CO 10ist San Train, 16 Jul (Med Dept Box 3639, fol 63).

35 ' '
ftr to CG 26th Div, 20 Jul, sbove.

36 :
DOR 16-18 Jul. The gas shelling is confirmed in the 87th Div WD, 16
Jul: "Our arty delivered several annihilation fire waves and gassed the
brook bottom NW of Maison Blanche with yellow eross, as also the depression
SOUTH O Hill 201 on the Poris roed snd thoe depression near Ru Cobeprth
(87th Div WDkA, 11 Jul-29 Aug, fol I, German Files Box 204). See alaso VIII
Corps noon rpt, 16 Juls "87th I.D. gassed patehes of woods and draws...be-
: IIECI amihilation barrages on the whole group front" (7th Army WDk, 16
Jul=6 Aug, pp 8-8 / Germen Files Box 80_/). . ‘
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dowa on the bo.t'borios mear daison Blanoche and Paris ﬁr’n resulted in 1 officer
and 58 artillerymen being gessed, while 4 officers and 193 men, principally in
the 102nd Infantry and 10)at Englueers, were reported gessed in the shelling
of the front lines and baok areas.>’

Through the night and dn.& of 18-17 July, sn estimated 7,000 rounds of HE
foll in the divisionsl sestor. Yet the Daily Operations Report, estimsting $
killed and 24 wounded by this shell fire, reported enemy artillery sotivity
below mmlom In addition, between 5930 and 4415 on tho sorning of the
17th there wes sncther f'huvy bombarduent of the entirs loﬁ half of the right
trigade with gas, H.E. and th-pnol..eﬂth ospeslally heary oonsentrations
around Boﬁruahua“as Tﬁo HE casuslties follewing this bombardment sppear te

LA
DOR 16-16 Juls 801 93, 15~16 Jul. _
The 102nd Inf reported sucoessive bombardments Oof 563 gas rounds, 50 HE
& gos, 78 EE & gas, and 40 HE & gas, all from batteries st Monthiers, sausing
107 "alightly burnt® oasualties in the regiment (Rpt of Opns & Intel, 15-16
Jul / 268th Div Boex 41, 20,7 /) _ :
he 103rd Iaf reporte 0 musterd mixed with HE in the proporsion of 2

for 1 between $-10930 pomo, 18 Jul and 1418=4400 aeme, 18 Jul, all in the
viotnity of the regimental PC. Ho onsualties were reported up to 9130 ecm,,

16 Jul (Rps of Gas Shell jtke on 103rd / 264k Div Box 248 /). :

The 1035rd FA reported 100 mustard shelle, large oaliber, on lts positioms
. in the valley NE ef Domptin on the morning of the 18th, causing 25 cesusliies
(Rpt on Oas MMk, GAF=284).
Cfo Eanslian's report of 760 yellow eroes rounds above.

» ' -
S80I 94, 16-17 Jul; DOR 16=17 Jul.
o | : . .
. Approx 126 88s, 108s and gas shells fell in the Bols des Clerembauts, and

1200-1500 77s, 106s, and gas shells in the Bois de Marine (801 94). The 102md

Inf rptd 50 HE & gas rounda in its seetor in those hours, causing 9 casualties
(Rpt of OMIL, 16=1F Jul)la - . . . o o

Arty Comdr WD, 17 Jul, Battle Aotivitys "The enemy batteries...wsre gassed
w 1/54 th Foot Arty Zwm 100 yellow oross shells® (87th Div WDkA-8ub
Units, 1€ Yun=30 Jul, po 216, German Files Box 204). 87th DIv W 17 Jul, saids

"Our artiliory gassed s hostile batvery and aleo fired On oGher hostile bLatter—

i98." . .
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.bo- {ncluded in the Pigures above; gas oasusltiss reported st the time were 4
officers and GO men. But the 10lst Fleld Hospital saids "The 17th dey [was J
light on wounded, most of the 220 admitted being gn_on_ui.“‘w '
 Division headquarters reported 486 ges ca_lu;_ltlu as a result of the
series of gas attacks on l4-17 July. The Division _lurgoon was 'l;o show 720 gas
.enuultiu for theat period, not including 4 deaths due to ges. It is alse
probable that the sdditiomal 19 gas deaths reported on 1% July were the result
of these same bombardments.®! ' |
The 26th Division had arrived in the Pas Fini sector after less than a
week's relief from front line duty and without recelving roplﬁoments. ds s
fighting unit, it wes spproximately at thrni-quartors ﬁrength and oould ill
ai‘ford_ the gas casualties 1t had teken. A ttaff officer mj to say: "A
large mumber of oasualties resulted from ges. The woods in which the forward
companies were sollested against observatiem were frequently dosed heavily
with muit;rd, as also i_uoh traps as the villages along the forward ares. The
numerical strength of beth infantry and machine«gun units was impaired to a

degree whieh aroused met & little ooncern. 42
Hisk of ¥E Co 101, Part § (Med Dep Box 3888, fol 77).
4 g S '
Chart, Bed Dept Box 35338, TO4-Casuslties.
o .

3. G. Toyler (Actg ACofS, 26th Div), New England in France, 1917-1519
(Bostoms Houghton Mifflin, 1820), pp. 163-134.
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The Second Battle of the Marne Begins

Two weeks after arriving in the mector, the 26th Division received its
orders to sttack. It had six hours in which to get out its orders and to
move up from their support positions the units that had been selscted to meke
the attask. | .

§ixth Army, in conjumtion with Tenth Army on the left, was attmoking
- with the objeot of taking the enemy in reverse between Chateau Thierry acvd
Rheims." As its part in the great flank assault on the German Seventh Army,
the 26th Division was to pivot first on Vaux and thereafter upon the Marne
near Chateau Thierry, and with the French 167th Divisiox; on its left, 1t was
to adianee towards the Fere en Tardenoia road [\[ap Ho, 2_75 Ir the first
mansuver, on the 18th, the 5lst Brigide was to remain in plaée, while the
52nd Brigade, reinforced, sttacked between Givry and Bouresches. H Hour was
4535 amt® ‘ '

But “at S868c0.8 CoFolo with gas started oﬁ the first and second lines
of the left Wrigade and lufod until about 5s00 o'elook.” The reported ges
ossualties of 1 officer and 48 men, sll but 11 in the 52nd Brigade, did not

fully measurs the sonfusion that followed,

[ L _

¥0 9, lst C, 1730, 17 Jul; JO 51, 2éth Div, 0080, 18 Jul. The Freneh
38th Div, on tha rights of the 20th, resmsined in place as the anchor of the
P’-m.n : : :

4« .

501 93, 17=-18 Jul; DOR .17=19 Julo "Shells of large and mmall oalibre
were used, ss well as shrapnsl and some gas™ (Rpt lst Lt J. Ao Evarts, CO
G D 100rd MO Bu / BOth Div Dox B5, 23.61 /).

This gas was fired by the 402nd FA, at Bezu St, Germain, eccording to
its WD, 18 Juls "An atteck was mede against the 87th Div, and for its support
we gassed the Bellesu wooda® (201st Div-Bub Units, German Files Box 218).

The Gorman repsrds aleg indIcate That the Frenoh 187th Div (despite its
ordsr) used gas as well s shoke on its front st 5530 acm. on the 18th (4th
Ers WD and rpta, in 4th Ers WDRA, 29 Jun~13 Aug, ppo 4, 21, German Files
Fox 148). - _
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Supported by an artillery barrage by the 5lst FA and 3rd Battalion of
the French 18lst FA {220mm mortar), but without previous artillery prepara-
tion, the attack battalion of the 108rd Infantry jumped off at H hour in a
heavy mist and entered Torcy at 5140 a.ms (Map No. 6). "We took our objeo-
tive before the enemy woke up....[‘rhe main enemy]- positions are along Hill
193....H111 193 is bristling with guns and the excellent cbservation makes
our movements impossible. Must give this hill a thumping to-night.*46 The
Srd Battalion, 104th Infantry, howsver, got lost in Belleau Wood and became
thoroughly disorganized as a result of the enemy gas and EE fire. Its com-
mander, McDade, was relisved on the spot. At 8520, with a new leader, it
Cam® up t_o‘tho jump~off line and an hour later had taken the vtllia‘gu of
Bellsau and Givry. The 2nd Battalion, 103rd Infantry, waa also delayed by
the snemy fire, and booame mixed up inm Belleau ravine with the bsttalion of
the 104th whose path it had to crosss As & result, it did not attaok wmbil
ofter 7330 sem. By 8400 otolock it had crossed the Ru Gobert end had taken
Bouresches station. ..But intense fire from Hill 193 and from Bouresches
Wood forced the battalion at nightfall to fall back to Belleau Wood, where
1t wes relieved by the lst Battalion of the regimm:.*ﬁ

At the request of the French division on the left, the battalion s%

Gi-i-ry reportedly advanced and cccupied Hill 193 in the Fronch seotor thet

o , :
80I, Bliss 3rd Bn BIO, 0435-1200, 18 Jul (26th Div Box 20, 32.18).

46
opns & Intel Rpb, 104tii Inf, 17-10 Jul (284h Div Bex 40, 20.7): Rpt
Capt Hosford CO 2nd Bn 103rd, 6 Aug {Box 47, 33.6)s :
%Owing to the effest of our amnihilating fire, the Anericans streamed
baock into Belleau wooda and suffered great losses™(Rpt oz Aotiom, 18 Jul,
, 18 Jul, 1l Jul-31 Aug, tr from fel I, German Files
Box 119).
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night, but withdrew when the French signalled that they could not mupport the
attack (ses Field Sketoh).t’ |
In the operations that morning, 254 men of the §2nd Erigade wers reported

8 In the 5lst Brigade, which had re-

wounded, an - undetermined number ]ci.l-'.lecl.4
mained in place, casualties wera listed at 2 dead and 16 wounded. No gas
casuslties wers reported by its 10Llst Infantry despite a later report that
seidg "Wnile /in Vaux om the 18th_7 we were shelled quite hesvily with
high omi:lonin, gas and alsp trench mortars. Remained in this position um~
11 shnut R atalaak, July 21st, 191.8.."‘9 The Zurgeon General's repert of
135 gas cssusliies that day may have ineluded delayed cases from esrlier at-
teoks az well as new ouen.m .
"During the night of July 18th=19th /s platoom of the 103rd MG Batts-
116n, £a tha wast of Tony_? waz gassed with mustard gag and the emtire

platoon sysousted.® The ares south of Bellea: was aleo gassed, for "the

T

A postwar study of the opn was to says "As to stetements in reports
[ad hl-torinﬁ?o.othnt they 41d or oould have cesupisd Hill 193 on the might
of July 1Bth, they are believed to be totally groundless and extrava ant® (1%
Col Johm Magruder, FA, Field Notes, Apr 1519 /- 8th Div Box 7, 18.8/)s .

P G-3 187th Div to G~-3 26th Div, 1815, Jul, said machine guns in the
Bois de Petret ocontinued to hold the Franch on the Lioy-Torey 1ine. :

See also Rpt of Opns, CG 26th Div, T Aug, reprinted in Harry A Berwell,
Histery of Yankes Division {Bostons Corvhill, 1#18), pp. 116-138 (especially
pe 118;., Yereslter olted as Berwell.

48 .
m 17"'1’ Julo
49 ‘ .
‘“ e)lpt lat Lt B. R. Densmore, CO Co G 10lst Inf, 4 Aug {26th Div Box 39,
©

Chert, Med Div Dox 3693, 704.
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rations delivered to Bellesu wood that morning were all covered with musterd
gea” snd two of the train handl:i.ng them, as woll as the l04th Infantryman
reporting the incident, were "gassed considerably,"5l

Du_p:_lto Corps orders to rosume the attack on theo l9th and agein on the
morning of the 20th, the inability of the Prench forces on the lef% to take
Hill. 183 kept the 26th Division in plnao.abm Toray and Givry, sinoe it had
orders to regulate ita movemnfs with its mi;hbor.sz While the troops con+
solidoted thelr new poeitions on the 10th, father baok work was oommenced
on a new doflenuiw.poliﬂon, along Brussiares-southwest of Torocy-north and
northwest of Luoy le Dosage, to P;-.;u. agabnst dhe ompootod sountoradtmels.5d
“During the day the battalions holding Torey, Belleau, and Belleau Woods were
\ago..l.n subjestesd to artillery fire with shells of gaes and machine guﬁ fire,"®
with other Yooncentrations of gas on Bourssches, south of Bouresches, south

w4

of Belleau- The Slot Drigedeta report thokt "we fired...gas on Bels

[

Rp‘l‘. 1st Lt J. A. Evarts, CO Co D 108rd MG En czsth Div Box 25, 33.81).
Jnl of Opns, 104th Inf, éntry for 3s58 mems, 19 Jul (26th Div Box 52, 33.3,
Jal 0).

52

FO 11, lst C, 2240, 18 Jul; FO 13, lat €, 2200. 15th Jul; FX (Tel) G-2
to G~3 2Bth Div & 5lst, 52nd Brige, 2310, 1% Jul, eald 16'?th Div mmld. not
attaok Monthiers that ni.ght. :

I

_ £ ; ﬁ
FO 54, 26th Div, QOS0, 20 Jul; FX CofS %o CG 5lst, 52nd, Eng, 1100, 20
Jul (28th Div Bex 20, 82.16). _

54

Rpt CG 52nd Brig to CG 26th Div, 5 hug (26th Div Box 37, 33.8); 801 96,
18-19 Juln

Bonfivmad fn WD 402nd FA, 18 Jul {201ak DiveSub inite, Garman Filss Rax
204)s "For mupport of the 87th Div we are again gassing the Belleau woods
and delivering mnnihilating fire on Vaux."



Btrepilly, Bois Agron® on the night of the 19th may have been in retaliation.®®

Since the number of shell fired by the enemy on the 13th was said to be
below normal, the 652 “wounded and gassed" that day in the 52nd Brigade must
have included msny unaccounted for on pre-}icus days. The Surgeon General
reportad but 32 gas oasualties up to 6300 pem. on.the lﬁhlnss

With the French Ninth Army on the right driving the enemy baok to and
sarnxa thae Mar:in. resumption of the attaock on the whole Sixth Army fromt was
ordorod for 3300 o'oloek on the afternmoon of 20 July {see Map No. 7 for
Gorpa ohsactivea).®” After a two-hour srtillery preparabion, but without
counterbattery fire by Corps, the attack on the 26th Division fromt was
launched.

On the rignt, the 101t Infantry of the blst Brigads at once met intense
machine gun and mi_p_emrfer fire from the western edge of the Bols de. Borne
Agron and Bols des Rochets and enfilade fire from Hill 204, in the Fremch

sector to the right. Nctso the 102nd. At 3430, it croased the railrosd,

‘gg .

Blst FA Intel Rpt 11, 12-12 hr, 19-20 Jul (26th Div Box 57, 20.7), re-
pested in Intel Rpt 102nd PA, 19+20 Jul (Box 61, 20.7). B5ee Rpt Capt No D.
MacLeod, CO Bty B 103rd FA, 12 Augs "On the night of the 19th we fired a lot
of g;.- on Bois de Boin Agron and on Btrepilly apd Bols de Etrepilly* (Box 62,
53.6). .
The Bpt of Activ of 10lst Ammo Tr that on “18 July from Villemensux to
Montreuil sux Lions, 250 gas shells® (Box 88, 3%.5) is the only olue to the
probable number fired. -

Confirmation sppears in FM 345th Regt to 175th Brig, 87th Div, 1445 s.m.,
20 Jul (87th Div WDEA, 18 Jul=29 Aug, ps 3, German Files BOX Z0%)§ “Sporsdie
surprise attacks on the main line of resistance and rear areas. Many gas
shells....Casualtiess 1 man wounded, 5 gas siok." VIII Corps noon rpt, 20 Jul,

sald that the 87th Div had lost 7 gas slck, the 20ls gas sick (Tth
WDRA, 15 Jul-8 Aug, po 33, Germen Files Box su)e —'Lml

&6 .
: DOR 18=19 Jul; Chart, Med Dept Box 3595, 704.

87 | - o
FO 15, lst €, 1120, 20 Jul; FO 568, 26th Div, 1400, 20 Jul.
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end "entersd Bouresches Woods, going like hell....The advance across the opsn
soumtry to Bois de Bourssches was rapidly made, the men moving on the run and
throwing off their paeks whish hindered their speed. The sbmdonin.g of the
packs caused much subsequent hardship because of the loss of all protective
uovqf!.ng and ressrve rationa....The far edge of the woods were consolideted
by 5600 peme"®® On the left, sa the Prench again fatled to teke Hill 193,

the 52nd Brigeda attaaoked ngﬁinlt disastrous artillery snd meachine gun fire,
but elemernts of the 103rd Infantry nevertheless succeesdsd in oc_oup'yl_ng Hill

- 160. liy ReNO ataloak that night the line of the di.visioﬁ ran from Givry
Wooda-north of Les Brusses Ferme-Hill 190-La Gomstrie Ferme-Hill 201-Poimt
192-Vaux. (See ihp Yo- | 5).59 -

All during the day of the 20th thers were enemy "“bombardments of con-
siderebla intanaity against Bouresches, Bois de 1a Brigsdc Marine and our
front line genmerally. A good desl of gas wes used....The ensmy artillery
wes mot a great mwemace in its imtensity, howsver,"S? in artillery unit of

the German 20lst Division said in its wer diarys "Our betteries are putting

armihiletion fire on Klil 204 and are gassing the Belleau woods....80 a8 DOt

to let more smmnition i'.hnn poasible fall into hands of the ezemy, all

Hisk of the 102nd Inf (26th Div Baz 41, 11.4).
59 o | - '
80I 97, 19-20 Jul; Bemwell, g 11%.
60

OR 1520 Jule There are 5o DORe for the remaihing five days of the -
osmpAl s : o

%20 Jul. Advansed with infantry from Torcy to Belleau under heavy
Mustard / sie ()ha and high explosive fire”(Rpt Signal Plat 103rd Inf, 26th
Div Box 5 53.6). )
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smmunition which the columns oculd not carry off, especially the gas ammuni-
tion, was fired / verfeuert 7.“61 The cssualties resulting from thie shell-
ing as reported by headquarters that day were 8 killed, 4 officers and 167
men wounded, snd Z offfcers and 166 men gassed.®?:

At 8800 p.mo on the 20th, learning that the enemy was preparing to with-
draw, Eixth Army ordered the advance continued energetiocally on the whole
front "thi; evening and tonight," the divisions to push forward wi._thout
reference to the progreas of noighbori'ng diviaiona.ss Again, the Frensh
on the left oould not move and the 26th delayed, s0 that 1t was 4300 s.m.

on the 21lst before the divisiﬁn sdvanced, to find the enemy gone from the

front. Begiming an hour before midnight, the main body of trocps of the

Germen 87th and 201st Divisions, with their artillery, had "retreated in
great haste during the night," leaving behind small groups of machins guns

and minenwerfers to sover the withdrawal and ebandoning scme light artilléry

61 .
402nd FA WD, 20 Jul (20lst Div WDtA-Sub Units, 14-31 Jul, p. 68, German
?;1'! EQI Emio ’ .

a2

At 6400 pex. on the 20th, the SG reported 84 gas cases (chart, Med Dept
- Box 3593). An hour later, “the 3rd Pn, 10lst Inf otween the Bois de |
Ralmardisre and Vaux 7/ was subjsoted $o a very heavy machine gun fire,
ninenwerfer, heavy illery and gas bombardments and the 2nd En at Tafourney
Tme was subjooted to heavy artillery and gas bombardmenta® (Rpt CO 10lst Inf
%o CG Slst Brig, 2 Aug / 26th Div Box 39, 38.8 /). The SG would mocount for
these omsualties on the 2lst.

63 )

¥0 17, lst C, 2000, 20 Jul; PO 56, 26th Div, meh., 20 Jul. FO 18, lat
¢, 2830, 20 Jul, saids "The sdvahce will conbinue ot dewn...prosssd with the
utmest vigor®; PO 5T, 20th Diw, 031E, 21 Jul.
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pisces and oonsiderabls Jn.ml:l:l.x.a.r.ti'l:,i.cmo6‘4

The grain fields over whioh the troops advanced wers filled with accor-
dian wire entanglements. Hurdling these, the advence guard of the division
reached the Chateau Thierry~Soissons road shortly after noon and helted, al-
most eight kilometers from the lins of departure. AL 4:30C p.m., as orders
osught up to them, the brigsde gommanders wers told to press the advance
with vigor. and the corps commsnder directed the trﬁapu to reach the Fere
on Tardencis-Jaulgonns rosd, ten kilomsters distamt, by daylight on the
22!!11:\65

The troops resumed their advance, At 6300 pom., ¢lements of the left
column were on the Beru-Epieds-Chartoves road and still not in conteot with
the enemy. Farther south, along the Bretsuil Ferme road and trails teward
Trugny “every road was found lined with artillery positions ..from which the
gune had been hurridly dragged, leaving quantities of armunition, many ¢f the

sholls alrsady primed and ready to put in the guno"®® Night fell and the

64

87th Div WD, 21 Juls "Farther north, the enemy had gained ground...so
that should he advense fsriher, there was gresat danger of the division being
enveloped from the north. For that reasonooothe division was taken back dur-
ing the night of the 20/2lst to the west edge of the Chatslet woods..:oAt
1620 a.mo our infentry regiments disengagedl from the enemy, the artillery
having done so earlier® (87th Div WDkA, fol I, German Files Box 204). Map
Hoo & shows thet the 87th was now out of the 26th Diviaionf®s sector.

Cf. WD lst Bn 403rd Inf 201st Div, 20 Juls "Ordered to retire to new
line 1‘Hermi¥age~Epieds at noon" (201st Dive=Sub Units-WD, 14 31 Jul, Fol II,
German FPlles Box 218). :

€6

Mewo Liggett lst C to 26th Div, 167th Div, CofArty lst C, 21 Juls "The
TIth Army is merching on Fiemaw...#{28th Div Rox 16, 32,11). )

FM No. 1, CofS to SG 5lst, 52nd Brigs, 1625, 21 Juls "It would sppear
your advanced troops.are halted on line of Chateau Thierry~Scissons roadcoss
Push forward." :

FO 58, 26th Div, 1725, 21 Jul,

66 List of 102nd Inf (26th Dby Box 41, 1l.4).
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troopa gonkinued on.

*The approach to the village /of Trugny / led.through a valley in whioh
was & coneentration of [ nuntard] gas. Oas masks had to bs worn, whioh made
the hiking in the darkness extremely diffioult.® The advancing elements of
the 104th Infantry emtersd Trugny snd eontinued up the roads towarda Episds,
when they were suddenly hit by intense macohine gun fire and fell back to the
wonds scuthwest of the town.57 The lesding hattalions of the 10lst and 102nd
Infentry ooming up to the vieinity of Trugny that night met the atms machine
gun fira and gax and withArew to the Bois de Breteuil as the. genaral advance
omme t0 & halt. The enemy had elested to stand in the Eplieda-Trugny ares,
while prcpnrnti.oni wore made in the rear of that line for a thr rotrut.sa

The 214 gas oasualties reported by the Division Surgeon on the eveniag
of the 21lst probably ropreuni previoualy um"bpor_tcd snd delaved casualties
brought into the gas hospital at Luzancy since the begiming of the advance.
It 1s unlilely thet zes ossualties sustained st Trugny were thet numercus or
oould have been reported that day. |

Sometime around midnight of the 2lat, s corps message was received
direating the Slet Brigade to take over the entire roms of the division at
8530 acm. A% the ssne time the 52nd Brigade was to move to ite left, taking
over the Fremeh 167th sestor.’? The Fremoh would then follow in support of

'67 .

Bpt of Actlon, CG 52nd Brig to CG 26th Div, ¢ Aug (26th Div Box 37, 33.6).
o _

801 98, 20=21 Jul.
69 | '

P CofS to COs Glst, 52nd Brigs, 0100, 22 Jul - recd 0230; PM CofS te
5lst FA, 0110, 22 Jul (26th Div Box 20, 32016)..
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the 26th. The converging forces of the two French armies against the enwmy
£lank were narrowing the corps seotor. .

Fearful of the sonfusion these orders might produce if carried eut in
darkness sald assault preparations, the division commander, who had not sesn
the order before his chief of staff forwarded it to the brigades, st once
called Corps axd obtnined permission to suspend the order, But some units
had slready taken their new positions. The 5lst Brigade received the
messegs at 2:00 a.m» on the 22nd;, and the 102nd Infanbry wes ordered into
the zone of the 52nd Brigade. The order did not reach the 52nd Brigede
util 5330 aem., at which time it hed already lsunched its attack against

Ipieds and Trugay, with the 102nd Infantry partieipating.’0

In the Narrowing Corridor

In the attesk on tha morning of the 22nd. savage resistence was met om
the wholes fromt of Sixth Army as the enemy flank covered the withdrawal of
the main body to tﬁo merth. The artillery of Corps Xathen, 'into whose segtor
the 26th Division was moving, was ordered to “comtaminste the front 1lins with
yollow eross” and “prepare surprise bonbardments with mixed gae, all types,

of enemy nests of inttoﬂo_a in the sase of inoreased artillery a.otiﬂ.tyo""‘

k'

Berwell, pp. 121-123, _'- o

The amended (1) serps order, Y0 19, 10840 p.mo, 21 Jul, dirested « eon-
tinuing, “stremucus pursult of the exsmy, esch unit driving shead with all
its power, without waiting for the other or paying attention to aligment, S
meke the enemy’s retreat a rout." To hasten the advance, division oommanders
were t0 go forward and teke personal ocontrol of the fight. Through the night :
of 21-22 July, the 26th and the 167th Fr Divs would eontinue sbreast. At dey-
1Agnt, in the nwrrowiang curys sesber; the 1674k would stand Laat, while the
52nd Brig panaed through, at which time the 20th Div would sover the entire

sorps fromt. The 187th would then fellew the 206th as & seocond lins et o
distanee of thres km,

Corps Kathen Order, 22 Jul (33rd Res Corps WDhd, 15 Juz~1 Aug, Ppo
106107, German Files Box 128). :
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crnulng_thb wide wheat fields before Bpieds, 26th Division forces were
uet by 'uurdcroui direct and oross fire from machine guns" in Epieds and
Trugny, "in addition to shell firs and gas" from La Goutterie Farm. in the
French sestor to the lefy rear.’? A German war diary said of the a.tltnoks
"The Americans ocharged forward ['bohuon Epieds end Bun] in denss orowds
;ocompanlca by numercus tanks, snd were ocaught by our artillery end machine
gun fire."’S The troops retreated, were re-formed and sent forward agaln.
to oooupy‘tho sdge of Epieds briefly before being hurled back by oounter-

sttanking forses (Map No. 8):,7"t Over a hundred men wers left in snemy hl’.m:!l.Irs

7 .
Rpt lst Lt Ho Wo Robbins, 0O let Bn 104th Inf, 9 Aug (28th Div Box 82,
53.8); Rpt Capt Hosford, 00 2nd Bn 103rd Inf, 6 Aug (Box 47, 33.8).

73

) 402nd PA (201st Diy) WD. 20 Jul {201st Div-Sub Units, German Files Box
¢18). : . .
T4

A postwar "Nete on Epiede-Trugny” wes to say; "The fast thet la Goutterie
Fne was not teken by the French Divislion on the left resulted in a very hasty
breaking up of the attack ageinst Bpledsco..Two attempts were mede to take
Epleds by the 52nd Brigade, one in the merming / of the 22nd 7 and one in the
afternoon. Both failed....The 5lat Brigade also attacked oe through Trugny;
the 102nd im the morning sotually took Trugny end then had to withdrew. The
101st in the weeds south of Trugny did not actually attack on the 22nd"™ (Lt
Col Joha Magruder, PA, Fleld Notes, Apr 1919 /26th Div Box 7, 18.8 /). But
see Cerman data below. - .

78

"Eight officers, 120 Amerioans and 12 machine guns were oaptured in re-
taking Bpleds® (2018 Div WD, 22 Jul, German Files Box 218},

7101st and IOER Tnf of 23rd Div ordered to counteratk Epleds, but about
noon the 201lst Div with assistance of Blisabeth Regt rd Gd Gren, S5th Gd
Div /restored the situstion. 377th and 378th Regts, Oth ldw oaptured 26th Div
pr n:g{:ﬁ (10th 14w WD, 22 JuleFEImT‘;E-aT'm , 2ol I, German Miles
Box ] : .
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Unabls to learn the infantry poaitlon.s or the loeation of enomy nosté the
division artillery oclose behind dared not fire.

By 2400 p.m. on the 22nd, the mixup of the brigedes that had b.g\m in
the night was complete. 'I‘he 52nd Brigade was ooocupying end operating in the
ssme sector with the Elst. &t Major Hanson's P.C. /Tlst Battalion, 103rd
Infantry 7 were two compamies of his battalion and two of the 102nd, while
ip front of this line were detachments of the 102nd, 103rd, and 104th, in-
termingled., This assembly advanced once moﬁ in three waves about 215 anl
wore shortly joined on the left by m element of the 2nd Battalion and wo
compantes of the 3rd Battalion, 108rd Infamtry. A half hour lter all for-
ward moﬁon' atopped in the face of machine gun fire from nests on the reverss
slope heyond '1':%15:1;«."’_G |

"As wo went forward the word came bsok that the infantry would retreat.®
Suddenly, the 52nd Brigede commander later said, thres companies of Lewiss
3rd Battalion, 104th Infantry, "eould not de found, having fallen baek, all
olaiming to have reseived orders to do so, slthough 0o such crders were given
by any officer having suthority to do so." Lewis with one company was pinned
down on the road. The other three ecmp_union fell back from She vioinity of
Trugny to the woods st Hill 218, .Innwhno, the support battalion of the left
solumn (the Srd Battalios, 103rd Infantry) becsme split during the advance that
moring, two companies becoming 16-_1'._ after orossing Chatesu Thiorryusoiiiom
rosd, the other two found in Beiuot the oext afternoon. Later, all four

w

. . Bpt Capt Biabee, :uoo. 103rd Inf (zeth Div Box 25, 335.4). "There was
mich oonfusion at this time. WMen from sll four rog!.meutl of the Division
wers reporting to the first officer they saw for duty" (Rpt lat Lt D. F.
MoGrew, GO STmm bty, 1034 Inf, 8 Aug [ Bax 47, 33.67).
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companies olaized to have received orders to fall back to their original
positions st Chante lierle, uhioh they did. “The troops Dhat had fallen
baok to Breteuilwoods and Hill 216 woods / practically remained in these
poaitions during the night of 22 Juiy under heavy shellfire and gas" (Map
Noo 9)o17 |

Recounting his part in this eection, the commander of the lst Battalionm,
104th Infantry, following the lst Battalion, 103rd Infantry, reperted that
at 3500 pom. he moved out and efter erawling about 600 yards, both unite
wore stopped agein by machine gun fire.

Wnile lying there /plamning a flank sttack ageinst the machine guns
to his from: / the enemy gassed the thiok olover in whieh we were lying,
meking it phebitable....The fire and gas became s0 ooncentrated that the
battalion in the lead was obliged to rall back out of the gassod ares, snd
thon withdrswal was ordered....The harassjng fire that followed was kept wp
81l nighto...All the next day, July 23rd, the battalion remained in the

woodso . sundergoing a heavy harassing fire of both hi osive and gas all
day [hpt of 1st Lt H. W. Robblm,ngo 1st En, lmtn,% :‘ug {pox 52, agoo)_?.

The Company A ccmmander in the battalion, reporting the withdrewal, saids

I recolived verbdal ord:zl pasaed down from the froant, to bold wtil the
machine gun nest had.been wiped out, but almost immediately I found that the
front files were withdrawing upon me and I ordered that they hold fast. Our
nachine gun troops on my right passed the word that the withdrawal was
ordersd by "The Lisut.®™ whereupen I drew my pistol and threatened to shoot
sy mon whe did not turn and face the front. MNeantime we were pressed by
troops coming in from the front, who passed down the word purporting to ooms
from dhe Major....I withdrew /my men / and formed them in the position whiech
I held before starting to the line of departure; and from there I reported
{mnediately to my Battalion Commander, and learnsd that no withdrawal had
been ordered / Rpt of 2nd Lt R. A. Harmem, CO Co A, 104th, 9 g /o

A journal of operations kept by tho 104th reported thet

in the atteok this afterncon, the woods one kilometer from Trugny were
resched. Here the left end of the line was gassed and outflanked by sachine

w .
Rpt of Action, CG 52nd Brig to GG 268h Div, 4 Aug (26th Div Box 3,
53.6); Rpt Cept Androws, tewp GO Ird EBn Inf (Box 47, 33.6).
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gun fire, Msjor Lewis [ €O 5rd Bn, 104th / had just been badly gassed, and
he had ordered a withdrawal to the woods 7 NW of Trugny /, where the line
would be esteblished. Captain Hosford / CO 2nd Bn, 103:':}_'7 also had ordered
withdrewal to the line from whence the advance was made this morning [ Jnl 0,
104th Inf, 2206, 22 Jul (Box 52, 33.3)_7. '
An spparent prior draft of this journal seid of the withdrswal that late in
the afternoon of the 22pd orders were received to move forward 12 kilometers
thet night in order to reach La Croix Reuge by daylight on the 23rd. .Bub
"iachire gun nests in the Bols de Trugny prevented mobnplishnont of the
_ movement and fire was so heavy that a retirement was necessary to the woods
just NE of Bezuet. '.l‘wo companies of the 103rd Infantry beeame panio striocken
owing o their great fatigue and left their position in the line. They were
returned under the personal supsrvision of Lt. Col. Foote /60 lut-h  Jeoo
 whoss energy at this tine prevented a spread of the hysteria."’®

Although thers is no apeeifis acknowledgement in these after-action re-
ports or in other records, it seems reasonsbly alear that the panie and re-
treat of o mmber of elements on the 22nd was motivated in large part by the
ges. There were, according to pivision Surgeon records, over 400 gas ossual-
ties that day. The panic seema ‘oorroborated by a remark made by the 104th
| Infantry surgeon in a meeting of the divisional medical staff on 28 Julys
"When troops sre moving ahead somebody starts the rumor going that a eertaln

shell was gas. Imediately there is a certain mmount of hysteris and men

ﬁ . .

26th Div Box 52, 53.6, draft of Jnl O. The oompanies were in Capt
Andrews' 3rd Bn.

Blemonts of the 2nd Bn, 104th Inf, and the 10lst Bug to its left, in the
woods near Epleds, worw also sffectod Ly tho gaocsings "Enemy arty was shalla
ing this timber with gas and high exploalve and we were compelled to wear gas
measks for 45 minutes. Numerous casualties were caused at this poimt. The
position becsme untenable beocause of gas, high explosive and maochine gun fire

and 7ooows foll back about 100 yards® {Rpt 2ad Lt W. L. Day CO Co F 104th
nf /"26th Div Box 83, 33.67). .
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begin coming in ssylng they are gussed and the nervous individuals will im-
mediately empty out their stomachs and come in in droves."’d The gas was
scoessory to the state of fatigue of the men, the deadly accurate maschine
gun fire they were meeting in the open fields, and the almost complete con-
fusion resulting from the mix-up of units.

That night panlc was spparently past, but not the disorganization. Ais
the commander of the 102nd Infentry reported the next mornings "Am colleeting
and organizing remnantsocccoAll of 103 and 104 Inf seemel to be cnltloetod in =y
sector last night in gi'.eat confusionscssgot my own people sepearated and or-
ganized for defense. There is no disorder or confusion in my own regiment
eessPorsonally I am mighty near end of coherent thinking but am holding on
hard and have situation in hend® /M €O 102nd in Breteuil woods to CG 5let
Brig. 660 a.me, 23 Jul 7, 7

There was to be still more gas that eveninge The 102nd FA reported that
almost 500 77mm diphosgene shells landed emong its six batteries in the woods
“gouth of Epieds® (i.e., near Cote 215) between 4500 and 9500 p.m. cn the
22nd, sending 60 men to first ald as "slight lung oases®. (Map No. 10),80

At 7500 pom., before LaGoutterie Ferme and the village of Epieds, whers the

ki 2

Bpt of Neeting of Medical Officers Held at Office of Div Surg, 26th Div,
28 Jul, po 15 (Med Dept Box 3586, fol 21). This file contains almost weokly
reports of medical meetings from 16 Apr-12 Aug 1918. _ :

There is no guestion about panic in a 26th Dlv reporl in Novembers *Only
one mmall example of *Ges fright! appeared in which 95 casualties, inoluding
one officer, turned back after a rether brisk bombardment with evidently er-
senical shell. The cases were held ond 79 returned to duty next day" (ltr Div
Med Gas Off to Med Dir CWS thru D1V Surg 2o6th Div, &3 Nuv, asubs Bypbooemouth . of -
Oot, and Nov lst to 10th / 26th Div Box 248_7).

80 '

Rpt of Gas Atk, RGO, 102nd FA (26th Div Box 248). This same report noted
in the Remarks that “a wealth of gas material, inoluding varivus types of gas
ghells / had boen 7 left belind by the Germans, at svery farm and village re-
oocupied.® _
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103rd MG Bn had been held up since 200 pom., “The enemy.o.started to ssarch
the fie1d in which we were loosted, with srtillery fire. As we were withdraw-
ing several of our men were gassed and one seriously wounded by shell fire 8}

The 10lst Infantry, in the woods east and southeast of Breteuil Ferms, and
a element of the 102#& NG Battalion, on the western sdge of the Bois de Trugny,
were also caught in the gas shellings “Heavy gas and HoBs shelling by the
enomy entailed severe losses at 7 and 9 pomo"82 %G Company suffered the
heaviest loss, losing several ki.llod, about 15 wounded and many gassed, leawv-
ing us with about two platoons."®® One platoon reported thet "27 men were
removed to hospital as s result of & sudden burst of gas shells in our very
nidst, with no opportunity to adjust respiratorso"®® Other platoon and ecwp~
any leaders insisted there was *heavy gas and _hi.gﬁ explosive shelling
throughout the day sud night® of the 2204.5% As the division headquarters
sald: "The ensmy seems to be fighting a good rear guard action, usinge..

considerable artillery, s large number of machine guns and apparently & smaall

BT N ' :
Rpt of Capt Wo Ho Mumsell, €O Co G, 103rd MO Bn (Bex 25, 38061).

82 Rpt 1st Lt E. R. Densmore, tomp €O 2nd Bn 10lst Inf, 4 Aug (zeth Div
Box 38, 33.8)o Rpt lst Lt Je Re S8anborn CO Co A 102nd MG Bn, § Aug (Bou: 58,

L o

83
Bpt let Lt R Ro Densmore, €0 Co G 10ist Inf /el /, 4 26th
Box 39, aa,e), ° * L ] » &us( Div

84 _ o
Bpt lst Lt Lo M. Prouse, CO lst Plat, Co G, 10lst.

1
Bpt 2ud Lt o Bo Mechamer, CO 2nd Plat, Co H, 101st (Box 33, 53.6)s Bpt
14 8- o Mone, CO 3rd Plut cu’n, iotst, " (Box 38, 33.6)s >
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smount of infantry. Prisoners have stated thet detachments of about 8 men
with machine guns and ﬁnlimited ammunition have been left to hold the line
while the rest of the line withdfew. These men have delayed our sdvance and
_ caused ua heavy losses.""6

The battle casualties reported for 22, 23 and 24 July are here presented
" together, for while the daily totals may be accurate, it seems doubt ful
whether the .unbulance and hospital companies were able in thoas thres heotlc
days to count sach day's cesualties precisely. The reoords show 828 iroimdod
and 85 zassed brought in on the 22nd; 566 wounded, 3€8 nwroiy giued, and
1 gas death on the 23rd; and 169 wounded and 216 gassed on the 24th -~ &
total of 15568 wounded and §70 gassed on those three days. Almost all wound
casualties, said the sifting station A t:ri.ngo] in the field, wers “osused
by machine gun bullets.® The ¥greater mmber /of the ges nuualtié_a]
seomed to be suffering from re;pirgt_ory gaa than from vesicant. None were

sovere."37

The German Retrsat

Before oontinuing with tho-opo_ra.t:.ons of the 26th Ivision on the 23 and
24 July, somsthing should be said of the enemy situation at that time and
partiocularly about the German foroes whose rear guards so skillfully hem-

strung the 167th and 26th Divisions.

-a-g .
80 99, 21=22 Jul,

87 '
Chart, DS records {Med Dspt Box 3583)s Rpt Maj F. L. Bogan, €O 102nd H,
- Opns 18-28 Jul, 15 Aug (Med Dept Box 3588, fol 58).
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On 16 July, While the German Ninth Army and Corps Winokler and Corps

Schoeler of the German Seventh Army held the fiank (see Maps No. 1 and 2),

Corpa Kathen, Wichura, and Conla oressed the Merne. In three daye the

German Seventh and First Ar'-mi.as- advanced almost six miles before being

halted by Berthelot’s Fifth Army and the right flank of Degouttels §ixth,
A% that point, a Corps Esthen order said, "In order to make troops
availsble /for ths atiack in tho north sgainot the British st Hezebrouok 7,
the Marne front will pass from the offensive to the defonsiw....on the
BOrth bamk of the Maruee® Tho forward arbillery was to cearces the rivar
on the night of 18-19 July, and on the next night the main defensive line

would be sstablished by Gorps Scheeler and the right wing of Corps Kathan

in the vicinity of Epieds, Breteull E;orine,,' Verdilly=Chatsav Thierry Road,
to permit the cemter of Seventh bo reobire uahqoma.as

But on the 18th the "completely unexpeotod French oountemttack" was
launched by the I"romh §ixth snd Tenth Armies from Belleau and Fontenay, and
the protecting flank forces for the center of the Germen Seventh Am. were
themsolves forced into s defensive retreat. On the 20th, Seventh Army re-
porteds "The enemy oontinues his great attack betwoen the Alsne and Marme,

as unnoticed, Gruppen Winokler, Schceler and Kathen retirn”ss

But Corps Schoeler, against whose 87th and 201st Divisions General

Bdwards®' 26th Division advenced, did not retire unscatheds In the with-

. drawal, as Corps Schoeler admitted, *Oour own loases wers oonsiderable. The

58
Corps Order, 18 Jul (25rd Res ¢ /-ka‘lshen] WD, 15-24 Jul, tram from fol
i, German Files Box 126).

89 _
7th Amy WD, 20 Jul-9 Aug, German Files Box 7.

- 36 -



offonsive strength of our infentry was estimated in the evening [of'the

21:‘1:_7 a3 followss 4th Ersatz--~~400 men; 201st==«1800; 5th Guard=-~1000 men;

m---loooo" That night the 4th Ersatz Diviaion was rolieved by the .:3.-5.211
Division. >

One loss the Germans dered not comtemplebe was thet of bheir Paris gun.
Origivally set up near Laon, southeast of Amiens and almost 80 miles from
Parls, it hed fired its firat shot inbo the oity on 28 March 1918, as pert of
the Spring offensive that was to overrun the British armies in Flanders, the
Frouoh te the Bouth, and desbroy the will of tho French poople 4o centinue
the war.

In May, the gu:i had been moved near Noyon, east of Montdidier and 88.9
miles from Paris, and begen firing again on the 27th, as the German armies
advanced Prom the Chemin deo Dames. Then in June the Parie gun, with ite
ocompanion lleinch rallway gun. was moved into the Bois de Bruyeres, below
Val Chretisn Fermes, with a 15-inch raliuy gun installed in the Bois de
Chatelet to the southwest (ses Map No. 3 It Segm firing on 16 July, st a
renge of 56.6 miles, as the fifth offsnaive began. |

On the 18th, as the French Ninth and 8ixth Armies adﬁnood. dimounting‘

the great gun began, and two days later, with the rallway guna, it was moved

w ; | -

Rpt on Aetion, 21e22 Jul {VIIT Corpa /Bchoeler 7, 11 Jul=3l Aug, trans.
from fol I, German Files Box 119},

NOTEs An American division hed sbout 12,000 riflemen at full strength,
a German division about half that. .

By the 24th, the 20let Niv WN was to report its losses as 60%, 1ts ef-
feotive strength down %o ¢ oiflcers and 547 men in the 401st Regt, 19 offi-
cers and 500 men in the 402nd Regh, and 17 officers and men in the 408xd

Regt. .

Regt The 87th Dlv reported its losses for July as 14 officers killed, 41
wounded, T missings 261 mon killed, 1115 wounded, 598 missing (87th Div WD,
1 Jul, in War Diaries of Gerhan Units Oppoaite Socond Division, Vol. 3)e
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back to the aite near Noyon. Aa a result of the stubborn dafense of E_om
Sc:hoolor; it was not until 28 July that the elaborate gunm pits, shell cra{;es.
and other abandoned accessoriez for the pguns in the Bruyaras and Chatalat
woods were examined for the first time by Allied Intelligenoe.g.l

On 22 July, as it out aeross German Corps lines, the 268th Divwision was

opposed in thé Epieds-Trugny area by the 20lst Division, and around Bretsuil

Ferme by outposts of the l0th Landwehr Division of Corps Kathan {seses Map No.
poh '
10}

With the retreat of tha Sevanth Army from the Marna ascalaeratad hy tha
attack of the French on its flank, two defensive positions wore aelected and
| hestily prepared north of the Marne and named "Berta® and "Caesar" (Map oo
11). On 23 Jul:},_ a third position, “Dora," was ordered constructed on the
IV south sid_o of fho Ouraq.' curving dowﬁ throﬁzh Beringes,. Sergy. and Fresnes
I(se_e Map Nu._ﬂ)o
| At noon on the 23rd, the hard-pressed Germen forces on the French Sixth
. Army front, protecting Seﬁn:th Army as it withdrew its advanced center, were

opdered to retire to the Berts position that night, and on the night 24=-25

July to the Casser position, held by the 23rd and 10th Landwshr Divisions,

5T ,
HoWs Miller, The Paris Gun (New Yorks Jonathan Cape & Harrisen Smith,

1930), ppo 70, 202, 298, 245-44, 263, 277, 282-83. On 12 August, the bom-

bardment of Paris ended. The gun and its replacements had fired 367 shells
into Paria since 22 March (pp. 278, 285).

92

Corps o::llor. Kathen, zcca Jul.olt;n ﬂ?;za (girg 1125 \R:&A.?Jia .E};:l-;l Aug, aﬂ'
13, German Files Box 120); Corps 0, Eathen ul, item 71, Army An-
ne;:u, 24 Jun=27 Jul, trans from fol 111, &omn Files Box 79). _
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Ywhere the battle will be féﬁ@t to the 'riniahn“gs In view of the tsmporary
suocess of the holding foroes, t‘he planned ratﬁ*emax:_gt of the Seventh Army °

bshind the Ourcg was to be postpon\e\ ¢ The next transfer of defense, instesad,
would be from Caesar to the Dora positdgn, whose construction and defense was

assigned o the 10th Landwehr, 23rd, lst \Gu,ard, and €th Bavarian Reserve

Divisiona of Corps Winokler.%* (Map No. 12 and Overlay show the retrest of

Seventh Army between 1926 July.) For this cperation, Corps Kathen was
rhased out on the 24th, as its troops were transferred to Corps Winckler and

the corps oommander and his staff went north to lay out the Vesle positiom,

the ultimate line of dofonaea%

In tho Beols de Trugny

Stopped on the enesy's line I‘Hormitago-Verdilly; lst Corps felt that
continued nesd=-on divisional attacks agalost the onomy’s mavhiline gun wad gas
shell resistance would be futile, Inatqnd, on the night of the 22nd, Corps

ordered a wedge attack on the enemy frouts

“ .
Corps Order, Kathen, ltem 37 (7th Annoxesescoferman Files Box 79).
However, 87th Div WD, 24 Jul, saids ring night of 23/24, Corpa
/_-aohooler‘f fell bsok to Ceesar position, this position along south and east
edge of Bols de la Teurnelle® (87th Div WDkA, fol I, Germen Files Box 204).
*Withdrew froot line ot 11315 pems through Caesar position (Besuverdes-
e Charmel), occupled by 23rd Division during the afternoon” (10th Ldw WD,
23 Jul /10th Ldw WDkA, 19-27 Jul, fol I, German Files Box 161 /J.
Corps Bohoeler Order, 23 Jul, said fleld trains of 5%h Gd, B7th, 20ls%,
and S0th Divisions were %o crose tho Veale on the 23rd (App to 87th Div WO,
fol ¥, German Files Box 204).

94 :

Gorps Order, Wichura, 28 Jul, item 56 (7th Jrmy Annexes, Cermen Files
Box 79). . )
. 96

lioko appondeéd to file, 23rd Res Corps (Kathen) WD, German Files Box 129.
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The breaking of this shell of resistsnce which covers / the enemy's /
retreating forces will offer sn opportunity for explioctation of the most
decisive character. Tomorrow morning, 23rd July, at 3356 a.m., thers will
be executed on the entire fromt of the 6th Army, a number of powerful at-
tacks of penetration, one for each dlvision, each on about one regimental
front.sesBach of the attacks of penstrabion must be driven home through

the enemy's line of resistance, after which the attacking regiment will
spread out to the right and left, taking the remaining portions of the enemy
line in flank and reversee.s...It should bde impressed upon all officers and
suldiers that e wonderful opportunity for inflicting a orushing defeat on
the enemy of four years stesnding, lies befors us.

The 26th Division elected to send the 10lst Infantry through the Bois de
Trugny, first drawing back all troops east of the Epieds-Trugny line, to
permit en artillery preparetion.® In the rear of the 26th Division, 6000

French cevalry were coming up, to expliot any break made by Corps in the
front.

After a thbrough ertillery preparation on Epieds, Trugny, and the Bols
de Trugny, the 1st and 2nd Battelions, 10lst Infantry, attacked at 63500 mem.
on the 23rd, and before noon, after an advence of about two kilomatars, gained
the eastern edge of the Bois de Trugny, outflanking the two yillages (Map
131997 Thers is no evidence whatever that the 26th Divisicn fired gaé into

the Bois de Trugny or snywhere else previous to its assault, yst Thomas in

B8 .
FO 20, Corr Copy, lst C, 1945, 22 Jul; FO 69, 26th Div, 2230, 22 Jul.

o7 . .
¥o record has been found for the number of shell fired in the preparation
that morning. Lt Col Magruder {op oit}, in a "Note on Bols de Trugny," Apr
1919, saids "There were signs of ITfEle artillery fire in the woods.".
Numerous complaints in the after-action reports of friendly shorts dur-
ing the bombardment are refleoted in a field message at the times "Early thia
morning there sppears to have been m little stampede among the men and some
of tho officare on the lafk, nnt nf 102nd, hukt we have no eonfirmation. Our
men well in hand (FM Taylor érktaff, 102nd Ian? to CG Blet, {725, 23 Jul
/728 Div Box 33, 52016%‘,
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nis History of the A.Eci's {pe 175} sayss "The next morning (July 23) sfter

e skillful battering of the German positloﬁé with gas and high exploslive
shells by the divisional artillery, the 10lst Infantry assaulted the Bois
de Trugny, and by noon had penetrated almost through to the other side of
thig piecs of woods.” Thomas may have accepted the logical strategy for the
_faot, or confused German gassing of the wood for Amerioan.

Two compenies of the 10lst Engineers moved through the 104th Infantry
to explolt the attack of the 10lst Infantry on the righte. But by then the
101st Infertrv had met withering mechine gun fire from both sides of its
position, as well as a prolonged gas bombardment, and after high losses it
was foroed f.o withdraw to its original position in the Bols de Barbillen to
swait further mrtillery supportoga

The withdrawal of the 10lst seems to have been hastened both by the gas
and by fho retreat of the 104th Infantry forces on .11:: flankes At 1300 p.moe,
Livingston, oommanding the 4th Platoon, Company I, signalleds "A number of
units of 104 have retired. Bosche have advanced‘maohino guns on our left
flenks Position at present doss not look good on left flank....Got through

.woods to forward position but was neerly cut offe Woods full of gaso One -

nest of 12 machine ;un-."gg The commander of the 10lst Infantry said later:

® »

. It may have been st this time that "Some one /"in the i0lst Enginsers /
eried, 'The damned huns put another guarfer in the meter; we're golng to get
" gaset Sure enough, it cames™ (Swan, My Compmny, po 234).

99

! to Parker / Co 102nd Inf 7, forwarded Ior 1nio or CG blst Brig, 13
otclook, nede All elements of the 104th Inf agree that on the 23rd it suf-
fersd "s heavy harassing fire of both high explosive and gas all day." See
_Rpt lst Lt H. W. Rebbins, CO lst Bn 104th Inf, among cthers.
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"fhile halted [on the Epieds~Le Chemols road in the Bols de Trugny] the
regiment was subjected to an exceedingly heavy artillery end gas bombardment
and at 158450.0the C.0. of the lst Eattalion ordered the withdrawsl of his
Battalionoeessubseguently retiring te the originel position cccupied...on the

100

moraning of July 23rd, The Compeny D commander estimated "there wes very

near us at least 25 mashine guns," end agreed with the Company B commander
thet "The movement to the rear was slow on ascount of the fire and a barrage
of gas and high explosive shells whieh the snemy put down, 101

On the afternoon of the 23rd, the Company F commander later reporteds

coowe received heavy fire of explosives and gas directly on eur rear.
Two ocovering platoons wers very muek broken up because of many casuslties
and volunteer stretcher bearers. The sitwation became serious. Then the
srtillery barrage in reer of us crept eloser: Tho corder then came from the
Battalion Commander to retire....Ws moved southeasternly back through the
woodse The company was then resrganized and moved back to the woods south-
east of Epleds and biveuseked for the night.}OZ

Elemente of Companies F, G, and H of the 10lst Infentry spent thet night

close to the French positions on the right edge of the sector.10% At the

160
Bpt Logen CO 10lst Inf to CG 5lst Brig, 2 Aug (26th Div Box 38, 33.6).

101 ' :

Rpt lst Lt W. W. Corum, Ce Di Rpt lst Lt 3. E. Irving, o B. Rpt 2néd
Lt Wo Jo Laerosss, Co E, 10lst Inf, 4 Aug {26th Div, Box 39, 33.6) satds
"On the morning of the 24th I was in command of B Company, Capt O’Erien, Lt
Werring and Lt Morley having besn gassed during the action of the previous
dly'u.

102

Rpt lst Lt A. Ao Hansen, €O Co F 10lst, 4 Aug (26th Div Box 39, 33.6).
Rpb Sgb We To Minno, lst Plat Co F 10lst, 4 Aug, addeds “"Patrol reported
large mumbers of Germans advanoing upon W@soooDuring our retiremento...the
Gormsn mrtillery vpesasd up on us wibth ges shells and wo had 4o pase bhrough
gassed ares going back."

103 ‘
~ Rpt lst LIt Ao Ao Hansen; Rpt 2nd Lt G. L. Goodridge, CO 2nd Plat Co G,
101sts Rpt lat Lt Ro Eo Bommelly, CO lst Plat Co H, 10lst.
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end of the astion the line of the 26th Division was f.p_d_rtod as west of La
Gsutﬁwlo-lpioal-!rupy-h Cense & Dieu, The penetration hed failed every-
where om the Corps front } the snamy had uguin aucchamlly “prmntod us
from gaiaming oontaot with his main body."lo" |
"It sppears prebable,™ said the Suulary. of Intelligense that day, "that
the emsny has dut o fow guin snd that they are wsll baok where they cam be
withdrama mere easilys® The dlvision as & result fouzd bub feur abacdened
gum during its puraulﬁ and po signifioantly large stores ef eguipment er |
susplies, Only small quantities of ssmunitiom, pyrotechnies, surgical
dressings, gas nasks 'md other materiel had deen found scattered over the

onmy $ine of retreats

GOEI Orders

I% was ovident now muﬁ the sxnausted 26th, with its twe Lrigeles badly
mlxed, sould go ne fartherby itselfs. At mesm en the 23rd, Corps reiastated
its order ef the 219 fer the 'zith Pivisien te take ever the narrewing eerps
fromt as seom a@ the Eur,o-Jnulgonm'rud was reached, putting s regiment of
the 28th Pivisten a¥ She dlapesal eof the 26th, &s reserve, to eushbls General
Ziwards “te sssemble one Infamtry Brigade” fer the relief of the 3€7th Bivi-

slon on the left. Twe hattalions ef the L1Ith Infamtry (66th Brigade, 28th

Divisisn) weuld e sent to ssalst the E2nd Irigede in the rolilf.m.
™ ' '

Opas Bpt, 1st C, 23-2¢ Jul (lst C Bex 24, 33.,1); S80I 100, 22-23 Jul.
100 ' .

=3 meme, lot G, 23 Jul (26th Biv Bex 18, 32.11); FO 21, 1st C, 1230,
23 Jul, reisstated F0 19, let C; O 40, 20tk Biv, 1600, 23 Jule
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But the Fere=Jaulgonne road was atill soms .'ki]..onotorn diaﬁinto Thn_ﬁb '
‘asme evening, corpé suspohdod the order for ragmnt'n.l_p-natrati‘on' snd direo-
ted & gomeral attaok by the 26th end 167th Diviaions ‘st 4505 acm on th-_zm;,"
using "their freshest troopa.“lqs At the same time, General ndn_rd; .alno
received s corps letter stating that the entire Ssth Erigede of the Iaath
Division was at his disposal, snd he was to put t;his in the line ab once in
order to oomply with orders of the 8ixth Army commander to. driﬁ. th§ ‘1ine
forward. 07 | ' _ _ -

Goneral Edwards dirested the 56th Brlgﬁc teo roiiuw.t_he ﬁw unlni
62nd Brigede on the left, with the imtention of reorganising thet brigade and
utilizing itl_bnttalipns and ra;tm.nt_a as fast as they cculd be resonstrue-
t0d.198  This wes to be done, said Corps, not mc_f than the ‘morning of the
24th, so the 52nd Bri;;do- eould fﬁli&n the Slst Brigade wnd 'oa.i'ry the ad- |
vance forwardo Meamwhile, another. letter from the gorps ooﬁnmdsr said the
56th Brigade was not to be ocommitted until 1t had had time to make s reson-

x_in.iumoonloe Corps was advised that yrepn'ratiom for the advance were

: Loeo, the regiment of the 28th Dive FO 22, lst C, 1900, 23 Jul; FO 61,
2eth Div, 2000, 25 Jul S | S |

o1 - - -
© far Noo 130, Craig Cof8 for Lig ott CG lst C to CG 26th Dlv, 23 Jul,
subs Rellef (26th Div Box 16, 32.11). .- |

108 On the morning of the 25rd, the lst Bn 104th Inf reported it had 10 of-
Fioers and 205 men, the 2nd Bn had 4 officers and 103 men, and the Srd Bn had
11 officers and 345 men. One compsny was down to 1 officer snd 16 men (Jnl
0, 104th Inf, 2205 hr, 22 Jul / 26th Div Box 62, 33.3 7). ;

108 ' -

Ltr GG lat C to CG 26 Div, 23 Jul, subs Measures taken upon relief of.
52nd Brig (26th Div Box 16; S2.11)o The 52nd Brig, being reorganized near La
Ssoaris Parm, made plans to sdvance sgain on the morning of the 24th, but re-
mained in place until relieved (Bpt Capt 8 Bisbee, RIX00, 103rd iaf [ 26th
Div Box 25, 3348 7)c |
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already in progress, end the Seth Brigade was ordyr-d'oﬁﬁt;d, sinoe Arm
" ﬁrdbr; pﬂﬁnodl over Corps directives. 11_0 _

At 4505 I;Bu on 24 July, ﬁw; b‘&‘dlionu.df the 111th Infantry, S6th
"B'rigaldo,wimr. to attaok Epieds and .';‘r'ugny,‘whih s bo.tts.l!.;m of the 112th
Ihrngﬁfy moved thfough the 101st and asssulted the Bois de Trugny on the
irlmkollbpbn roooipt of this order, Brigadier General Weigel of the B6th
_lntd that his men had bcon marthng for two days, had not oaton, nad hsd
no onergomy rations, MNoreover, the 112th lagtmnt was not with the
'-ba;s.do but was back in ocorpr ressrve. mhg 112¢h was nolwﬂholoco erdored
into the bresch. At deylight on the 24th, .Goncn]. Weigel reported that he
had not been able to get his battalions up to the line and tha'liinnk
would be dolmd.nz .

But St Aldntt mattos. '.I!h!'o;aﬁn 1iaieon with the French 187th Divielom,
1t was loarned thet the saemy foroes had agein withdrswn during the nighb.
The 167th hed moved out and was iv advance of General Weigelts left. At
8:30 ui.. his battalions up, Weigel was ordered to push _rom ._'ilthout
arny caution” snd make sontact with the ememy. The motarized mashine gun
battalion of the 26th Division was given the right of way, to sdvance and
reach the immediste objactive, the Fare en Tardenois~Jaulgonne read. The

1ine went forward.

™ -
Benwell, p. 126,
111

Fo 62, Zoth Div, 2230, 23 Jul; npt of G0 10lst Inf Lo GG Blst Brig, 2
Aug . (361‘.11 Div Box 39, 33, f%

112 -
Bonmell, ppe 126=127.
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That afternoon, the 26th Division received the order for its relief.
4 brigade of the 42nd Division would take up the pursuit of the enemy on
passing through the front lines of the blat and 756th Brigades at dawn on the
25th. At 3315 peme, the division Chilef of Staff directed the 5ist Brigade
%0 continue the pursuit until dark and then walt for the m'.ld.ef.l'l's General
Bdwards, learning this, signalled at onces "I am aghast at Bowen's /[ G-3 /7
interpretation of the Corps order. Certainly you keep on in pursuit until
42 Div relleves or passes thru' you. Am stopped at Trugny." The subse-
quent division order said the Slst and 56th Brtgidu would contimue to
_ pi‘!u after the enewy until 'rul_iowd.n‘ '
" At 8430 that evening, sbreast of the Frenoh, advance elements of the
; 26thlmot determined reslstanse BOO meters west of the Jaulgomne road and
osme to & halt. There a ocorps letter oaught up with the division. 8ixth
Army said all corps elements were to push forward without pauss. Withouk
nrer.noQ %o the relief that had been ordered, the 26th and 187th Divisions
were dirested to make “a supreme effort™ to teke Sergy by 2300 n.-'; on the
25th and push on to the phtom bqond,‘to permit the Frensk Cavelry Corps
to pass through and dbresk uwp the retreating enemy, thus “completing the

vietory whieh 1s st hands*® An unsigned pemoilled note on this letter resdss

bo 1
B0 23, 1st €, Behe, 24 Juls B No. 8, CofS to CG Slst Brig, 3s16 peme,-
24 Jul. ' } ' )

114 - : '

Fl Edwards to Bhelton [' €6 51st Brig/, 3456 peme, 24 Jul (26th Div Bex
19, 82.16); YO 83, 26th Div, 16485, 24 Jul. Thia order alse said the dis-
organized 52pd Brig, moving back, was %o be west of the Chatesu Thisrry-
Soiasons rosd before 6400 p.m. that day, te kesp the roads neer the froné
clear. . .
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"Sergy - 5} mo beyond the Fere-Jaulgomne road. Rec’d 18550 otol, 118

The division order sald the 5lst and 56th Brigades and a br&gﬁlo of the
42nd Divisicn, aided by the 187th and other French divisions to the north,
ware o make this effort. "A complete victory is at nand M118 Byt snetead
the 26th Division was to sp;nd the night in the Foret de Fers. The troops
oould go mo farther {Map No. 14).

At 12535 acmo éﬁ the 25th, the 5lst Brigade was ordered to remume the
adtack at dewn. A directive st 500 a.m. said thet sinos «l)l slements of
the division were under orders %o ocﬁtinuo to Sergy, the time and plase of
 relief could met be defimed. The advance muet eontinue, sand en sffiser wes
‘aesignated to meet the leading element of the 42zd Division at 5530 a.m. and
make arrengements for the P.l’-.foll?

The 26th Diviasion, scattersd in the Poret de Fers, did not advance on
the moruing of the 0§th, primeipally as a result of *Considerable harrasse
‘ing fire of HoBo and gas on fromt line end as far back as Brigade PoCo'so"

During the night of 24-26th all positions of the /“5lat 7 Brigede were

TiE _
801 161, 2324 Juls 1tr CO lst C to CG 26th Div, 24 Jul, subs Continua~-
tion of attack {26th Div Box 18, 32.11). .

118
0 24, lst C, n-ho, 24 Julp FO &4, 26th Div, 2030, 24 Jul.

117

P Cof8 to CG 5let Brig, 0035 ofclosk, 25 Juls Pl Noo, 3, Cof§ to CGa
Slet, 58th, and 5lst FA Briga, 3800 ofclook, 25 Jul (26th Div Box 20, 32.18).

A penned note on thia last message readss "8:30-0¢30 Searched main read
for one hour withoub being able to locate incoming Colonel or General. Ad-
vised advansed battalions of 168th /42nd Div / to get off the road and lie
in woode. Sant hattalion seout officer to La Grange / Marie 7 Farm for advios
as to our losation. Left look=out postedocoto tell incoming officers where
to find General 8Sheltonccoo/s/ Lt P H Bngliah.*
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VY oviso

subjected to héutilo shelling by hi&x explosive and shrapnel mixed with

.go.sf:,"na In the early morming, the 102nd Infantry reporteds "Gas cloud

has drifted off the rosd. It is very dense. The woods are full of it.
ﬁ%*‘_‘a'gig_ls.ooit is only retaliation for our C.P.Q." (i‘l& Parker 102nd to CG
Blst Brig, 4636 somo, 26 Jul [26& Div Box _42, sz.1ej¢'

It was 10500 somo before the advance elements of the 42nd Division
located the forward units they were to replece. At 7450 that evening, the
cormand of the zone passed to the 42nd Division and the next day the 26th

119 The

Division began to move back to the Etrepilly erea to ewait orders.
420d Division, relieving the French 167th Divisicn on 26 July, took over
the at;t'pl front snd went on té Qureg as tl;l enemy oontinued to retreat.
The 101st Field Hospital, at Besu le Query, reoceived 94 gas patiemts .
botween 2200-1430 hours on 24=25 July, while the l04th Field Hospitsl, st
Lutensy, 4id not olose until 29 July, two days late, "having become im~
mobilized by the large number of casualties of exhaustisn and suspected gus
poisoning who were subjected to oareful observation by a speolal board be-

fore being evacusted or returmed to duty.“no Altogether, as the Division

18 - .
801 102, 24~25 Jul; Opns Rpt, Brig Gen ghelton, CO 5lat Brig, 6 Aug
EZSth Div Box 35, 33.6); Gfe Bpt Col Jo E. Perker, CO 102nd Inf, 4 Aug

26th Diy Box 39, 33.68).

119 ‘ :

X Ho. 5, Cof8 to OGs Glet, G6th, S4th, Blet FA Arige, 1000, 25 Jul:
FO 66, 26th Div, 1800, 26 Jul. KO 86, 26th Div, 1730, 29 Jul, sald the
dlvision would move to tho La Ferte sous Jousrre ares / nesr lst € HQ ] for
reorgsnizstion and retraining. :

_ Momo 10lst Fi for Dir FH, nod. (Med Dept Box 3586, fol 22); rpt €O
1G1at San Ir to CG 26th Div, 2 dug (ibid., fol 10).
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Surgeon reported later, there were 133 ges sasualties reoorded between 26~
27 Julyo |

In the sizteen days between 10-25 July, the 26th Divielon had suffered
2132 wound casualties, prineipally by machine gun fire, . and 1930 ges
sasualties, including 2¢ gas deaths. It had eows into a highly sotive,
sunfintlahed® sector with less than a week’s rest and at thru'-q\;-ﬂor
strengthe It had advanced by bounds almost 18 kilometers against a des-
perate and stubborn fos in retrest, few in numbers but aided by welle

disposed machine guns and large quantities of gas.
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ANALYBIS

"The Wonderful Inomolon_er o!_'_ Shell Fire"

The operations and intelligence records of the 26th Division rﬁr the
period S=14 July sre singularly complete in their estimates of the aumber
of artillery shells fired into the divislonal seotor and the oasualties
produced by thems In that period, appreximately 21,750 HE shells fell
in the sector ooouplod‘by the four regiments of the division, eausing 27
deaths and 172 wounded (narrstive, pp 7=8)e On the basis of thess fig-
ures, it required 126 high explosive shells $o produce a casuslty.

In the ssme perlod, it is estimeted that spproxinately 270 gas shells
‘foll in the uotor.'_ produeing 5 casualties secording to division hud--
quarters, 57 scoording to Medical Department resords (narrative, pp. 8=9).
Taking the httor. and probably more soourate righrc, 1 required between
4 and 5 gaa shells to produce a gas ocamualty.

Pertinent .ta.-thu oomparison of effectivenecss 1s the remark of the
Boston Globe norﬁ’_apond-nt with the Z&h Division in France, on “that won-
gor which never cessed while the war lasted, == how mam oould pass alive
through » some of shell fire thiockly fallinge Over and over again the
mdorﬁl irieffioienoy of shell fire has amazed observerss; over and over
again we have seen men walk right into the hell of flylng metal and go
through unscathedo"}?l He referred to enemy shelling of 26th Division
ralding parties in the Chesin des Dames sector in February, but the state-

ment was sven mors apt in July, when the men were more or less bunched

T2 : ._ : .
8ibley, With the Yankee Division iz France, po 73




and ismobilized, snd the terrain was still almost as unorganized as ¥o Man's
Land.

Data for the gas ntﬁao_kl ismediately prior to and following the fiﬁt
et Vaux on the 15th ars more diffioult to assess. The Division Gas Cfficer
reported a total of $400 gas shells during the night of 14=15 July snd a
like amount the next night (narrative, ppe 12-13, l4=15). Both divisioml
unit records .nnd German resords disagrees om the number of gas shell the
second night. Hanslisn's sstimate of 8000 yellow sross shells on §h0 16%h
and 750 the roilm::‘ morning is probably more ocorrect. The attask on the
morning of the 17th involved st least 100 yellow oross shellse It may then
be aseumed that a maximum ot‘m 9,000 szd 10,000 gus shells of all kiads
were fired inmto the 26th Division sector during the thressday attack.

The DGO reported 518 gas ocasuslties and 2 deaths as a result of this
gassing, but did not distinguish the atbask on the morming of the 17th. The
division reported 176 gas cssusléies following the attask on the 15h, ?SG
following that on the 18th, snd 64 for the 1Tth (marrative, ppe 14=16, 17~
 18), for s total of 449. The 102nd Fleld Hupl.til said that 418 gas casual-
ties, mostly mustard cases, were evacuated during the Z4=hour period ending
thé morning of 16 July (narrative, pp. 156=168)s In the chart from the Divi-
sion Surgeon's offioe (iu';i.;o-aa). ‘thia figure of 415 sppears om 17 July,
with 171 gas oases and 4 gas deaths recorded for 14=18 July and 139 cases on
the 18th, many of the latter probably delaysd oesuslties. The final total
in Diﬂ-loﬁ.lurpm resords is thus 728 gassed and 4 gas deaths, as & re=
sult of the "Btrassendau” gas avLacLs, Or lpfmmt-‘l.y vos ossuasliy for

every 14 pa‘ sholls fired.
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No satisfectory sccounting oan be made for the 120 men xilled or
wounded by high explosive and rifle fire during the period 15-17 July,
since there is no way to separate those casualties resulting from the HE
shelling and those aur'rero.d in thi fire ﬁght.at Tauxs The records indiocate,
however, that at least 13,000 rounds of HE were fired into the sector in
those three days and nights (m;fntln. ppe l4=15, 1617, 17=18), suggesting

e retic of shells to easualtles similar to thet for the period 9=14 July,
1.0, 126 to 1.
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The Casualty Records

As is evident from the narretive snd from the chart belew, the 26th

Division was under gas attack or encountered gassod terrain every single day

while in the Alsne-Merne ompaign.laz

Period

ending .

6 a.me Wounded Gaszed Injured 8iok
§ July - /117 - -
10 July 11 [17-7 13 81
11 July 28 5 5 72
12 July 30 B 87
13 July _ 17 /T 3 81
14 July B 52 7 B2
16 July “ TJS ; 8 89
16 July 22 3 8
17 July _ 52 418 8 23
18 July . 31 139 1 as
19 July 4 32 {19) 3 46
20 July 292 8¢ 3 128
21 July 140 214 18 187
22 July ~ R2% 88 4 122
23 July 566 3¢ (1) 0 293
24 July 169 218 0 121
25 July 56 80 1 82
28 July 64 . 88 8 B2
27 July - atys - -

2132 1806 (24) 85 1728 S 6876

122 _

This DS chart, dated 19 Jsn 19, 1s from Med Dept {26th Div) Box 3593,
TO04=Casualtion; also in 268th Div Box 248. :

Braocketed figures represent correotions to D8 chart as roproduood in
1tr DGO to C CWS, 20 Jan 19, subs Rpt on Gas Astivities (zsth Div Box 248)
where souros is given as D§ records.

Figures in parentheses are gas deaths.
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Thc. following tebulation represeants an astual oount of the gas casual-
ties reported by nems in the hospital admission lists maintained by the 10lst
and 104th Fleld Hospitals (Med Dept Box 3616)s B8ix pages of these lists are

misslng.

101 102 102 1083 104 105 1101 108 101 _
DATE Int Iaf Mo Iaf Inf Mo _EA B Exg  TOME
10 July - 11 10 - - 2 - 18 - 5 416
11 July - - . - - ] - - - - C
12 July - - - - - - - - - -
13 J‘uly - - - - s ' - - - - 5
14 July 3 - - 3 - - - - - 8
16 July 88 192 24 8 l - 8 18 - 18 55 (3)es 411
18 July 69 102 5 14 2 217 17 st (3) 299
17 July - 8 2 13 24 5 3 2 2 o7
18 July 3 20 - 7 1 - 2 -’ 3 36
19 July - - 1 4 1 16 s - 1 26
20 July - 2 - 108 49 4 1 - 4 €2) 170
21 July 8 7 - 18 12 T 1 - 1 (11) &3
22 July .- - - $ 8 - - - - 12
28 July 14 41 4 33 2 - - 3 132
24 July 250 11 1} 14 718 17 7 3» 2 563
25 July 18 ] 2 - 4 3 - - 1 33
26 July 2 1 - - 2 - - - - b
27 July ) 1 - - - - - - - 8

481 500 58 32% . 217 72 88 8 131 (19) 1872 -

s These S gu- oages were in the 102nd FA.

*¢ Figures in parentheses represent gas oases i1 other units of the division
than thoss in the colums.

A note omn the sheet for 28 July -nyl that of the total of patients then in the

divislon gas howpital wader observation for gas symptoms, 200 ware returnsd to

3
duty that dn.tnlz

prig - _ :

Memo Div Burg for all medical officers, 18 Aug (GAF=268), says that of
341 offlcers and men at the 104th M, 245 EM were returned to duty, dates not
apocified. o



Another chart, undated, in Medical Department records dbreaks down the
division ossualties by units, but covers 6n1y the period of combat, 18-2§
..July. onittinx'tll casualty figures between $-17 July. The killed and miss-
ing figures are said to be based on Statistical Gestion records. 2t he
figures in parentheses {from memo, DS, 31 Jul, sudbs Casualty list to 26 July,

ssme source) eppear to represent a slightly earlier tabulation then thet of

the chert.

Tait Killed Younded Gaseed Missing
1018t Int 31 121 {1l¢ 275 (381 28
102nd Inf .} 319 (%18 321 {399 51
102nd MG BEn 18 20 { 41 33 ( 46) 9
103rd Inf 187 G40 (689 S04 (328) 14
104th Int s B3l (589 250 (262) o
103rd MG Bn 20 B0 ( 86) 25 { 34 10
101st MG Bn s 27 { 28 5 8y 0
101st FA 4 20 | 42) 13 ( 48 ' 0
102nd Fa 18 24 { 22 12 { 16 0
108rd Fi 1 13 [ 38) 43 { 72 0
101st Eng - - { 92 ~ (118 -
374 1665 (2052) 1287 (1687) 110

TOTALs S408 (4208)

The magnitude and the effest on the operation of the gas casualties
inourred during the Alsne-Mearne campalgn ars in only a few instanees, and then
indirectly, reflected in the after-action reports of the units of the 28th
Division. The relatively few fiwld messages for the period contribute little

or nothing to what must have been the situation on the battlefleld. Neither

TH
Chart, Casualties for Perfod 18«26 July, prepared in reply to mewo Aoty
Cof8 for D8, 31 Jul {Med Dept 3593, 704 Casus).
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Ahe machine gunning nor the almost sonmtinucus gas shelling of the division in
the fislds snd woods before Epieds and Trugny are aroditcﬁ for the panie or
series of panics that unguestionably acourred on 22 and 23 July.125

Iz memoranda and messsges during the opdra.tlon and in the after-sstion
reports it wes the difficult wheeling maneuvers mads by the divisien; the
osutious and slew advance of the French forces om the loft) the repestedly
delayed, oomplicated, and somtrary orders of Corps, and the wrsalistis
utiuh of the enemy situation by intelligence t_hnt were said to have oon=
~ 4ributed to the disorganitation and diffioulties of the dtﬂsiaﬁ. Is is
only in the light of the Division Surgeon's figures that an immediste end
eo-polun‘ sause for sonfusion and panie emorges.

Although German gas invarisbly claimed far more ossusities in propor-
vion to 1ts weight of shell than high explosive, and in the case of the 28th
Division produced slmest as msny casuslties as Jerman artillery, machine
guns, snd rifles oombined produced wounded, in the reports and histories tbo_.
gas experience of the division is confined to passing sentences. It is
quite spparent, in the four nerrative histories of the 28& Pivizion eon~-
multed for this report, that gas lacked the lmmediste spectacular effect of
Ahe miper's bullet, the machine gun's ohather, the eerth-moving artillery
ahell, o

The final operations reports of the Slst Brigede, snd of the 10204,
103rd, snd 104th Infaotry ail give swmaries of casualties for 18-25 July.
Bone distinguishes any gas casualties. The 103rd Inf report notes howevers

*Eany O the casusltlves were ceused by ges which wes used on veveral snssse
sions by the enewmy.”



Despite the high incidence of sickmess which swelled the total of
casuslties in its two subsequent omumpeigns, the 26th Division suffered its
grestest number of battle oasualties in the Alsne-Marne {Chatesu Thierry)
operation, as the following chart (in memo, DS, 24 Dec 1518, Med Dept Box
3593) indioatess ' |

Seotor Killod. Wounded Gassed Sick Missing

Chemin dea Dames 18 62 283 ? 11 = 364

Toul (Boucq) J04 o914 1351 1 222 = 2751

Chetesu Thierry 728 S046 iz 1728 118 - 7342

8t. Mikial 1RA Rid 275 2310 2z = 4218

Verdun 530 1853 1942 4150 266 = B740
1768 8709 5573 8888 649 = 23885

Yariants on the totel casualties of the 26th Division in France are
cffered for compsarison
17856 6763 4150 - 646 = 13,343%

2168 13000 - - - = 15,168%+

* Ltr Div Pers Adj to TAG ARF, 8 Mo.r 18, subs Hist of Stat Seo, 26th Div
(26th Div Bex 5, 11.1).

** Ayrea, The War with Germanys & Statistical Summary, ps 117, and Thouas,
History of the LoEeF-. Pe 459 .



The 26th Division in the Attaek

The high ouunl.ti.oa. taken by American troops in their first months of
combat soom- to have csused consern t¢ the imeriean sommend. "The war ls at
present a contest of endurance and the ﬁpid reconstitution of our divisions,
when withdrawn from the line, 1is of primary 1mporl=ano§.‘ 126 High essualties
aggravated the problem of ﬂoonltitution.

Dospite corpe orders te the 26th Division to atteck in depth, tha traopa
went forward en masse in frontal sttacks, and fell in waves befors the enemy
nachine gunes “The First Corpa went into battle saubioned againet fanlhardy
ri.-_slu., and warned partioularly sgeinst overmanning the front llzes, where the
shells and gas were thiokest, ard sgainst taking machine gun pn-itionl by
frontal attabk; but in tho face of these Qrdora they n.nd the rest of the
Amoricen Ammy ondleasly todk shemoes that ne Franah -nld!.r in hia right mind
would have ohanced; mor would our mem had they been fighting sinoe 19147327
Reéutodly, the afteresctieon reporta no-pkld.md that the German machine gmn _
and llnmrrora ‘almost alone stopped the pursuit, enabling the enemy to with-
dim prastisslly unmolasted. Impatiertly, the troops simply overran the guns
or made costly flanking attaoks on them, or waited for lone heross to take
the guns single-Handed. The French, on the other hand, withdrew at onoe when

they met heavy machilne gun fire snd walled for theiir artillery to desl with

128
. Ltr CG 1lst C to CG 4th Div, neds, published in Instru No. B4, 26th Dhr,
2 Aug (26th Div Box 15, 32.11).

127
Hunter mggett AEFs Ten Yours Ago in Franoe (Nsw Yorks Dodd, Mead,
1928), p« 130




f%. Ageln and again troop commandsrs ssid that an effective method must be

found for dcsti-oﬁng those nests, and ﬁrloully suggested that the 37mm gum,

small tanks, or even 75m field pilece acoompanylng the infantry might quickly
knook thenm out.lza '
A letter from Mirst Army, shortly after the 26th Division was relleved,
reported comments of French $ixth Army prisoners of wars
The Amsrisans ssorifice their troaIpn_ meedlessly by olose formation, by
. needless headlong rushes at machine~gun nests, and by insufficient attention -
of soldiers to their shelter from Usrman fire....One priscner deolareds’I
¢m sure that my eompany without oasualties on one ocoasion mowed down three
Ameriosn sompanies!.s.oAn enemy officer deolareds 'The Americans advanoe in
olose formationo They attack slowly without paying attention ?o puilets in=
stead of going forward by jumps and seeking cocesional ocovers! 29
" Gorps training direectives hammered sway at defense against the desdly German
maohine guno "The use of phosphorus rifle grop,adog for dealing with maohine
gun neste and especially for masking them by their mmoks, will be thoroughly
worked outsoooThese smoke devices should be fully utilized.* The smme direo-
tive reprinted a asmo from Degoutte on the uss of artillery to neutralize
machine guns in the attacks Furthermors, said Degoutte, in "attacks by night
or day, there is w grest advantage in foroing the enemy to p{xt on his mask by

shelling him with gas shells for a fow minutes before H hour.*130 Corps

T2
Cfs Rpt Capt M. Go Bulkeley Jre, CO 10lst MG Bn, 11 Aug (26th Div Box
25, 33.61). :

129 _ “L ' _
Mimeo ltr CofS lst A to CG lst C, with coples to 26th Div brigs, regts,
and oos, 7 Aug, bubs MNethods of Attack (with 80Is, 26th Div Box B, 2061).

130
Reproduced in 26th Div Instru No. 84, 2 Aug (26th Div Box 15, 32.11).
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Artillery, in a memo npia'bing the passage, amended it to reads "There is
svery advantage in foroing the enemy to magk,"131 |
But the 26th Division in July had 1o phosphorus gronades. (The ther-

- mite grensde, designed for use againat ﬁléhino gun nests, did not reach the
field until September, for the St. Mihiel oﬁ.utuﬁ.) And gas grenades were
 brought up, spparently for the first time, on 26 July.3% lNor was the
division able af any time to obtlinh an adcq.un.to supply of gas shell, Al-
though the French foroes .on ‘either side of the division apparently uaed
large quamtities of gas shell befors and during the advanos, the 26th Divi-
ston fired but thfa- brief niu!.on:, all with phosgene, on 13«14, 15, and
20 July (nuﬁ_o.tin, pp.- 7-8, 1llel2, 22-23). |
o Of interest is a note, dated 7410 p.n..', 18 July, in o field jourml
apparantly kopt by G-3, Slst _Brlgndo; written whi.io the troops in Toroy ard’
__Belloiu were being gasseds “Goneral Edwards Yelephonedess/ and 7 asked re-
garding the possibility of sﬂproj_c'etor gas sttack !'rmmy fromts I %old him
I undo‘ﬂtou from Major Watson it would not be possible in such limited

time 133 General Rdwards had in mind the projector gas shoot that had been "
- planned sinve § Jul} by Maj. George Watson of the lst Battallonm, Sdth Engi~
neers (1ater, the lst Gu Rﬁ;lmnt) , whdse unit, originally assigned to the

" - |
1st CA memo, 1 Aug (201:11 Div Box 18, 52.11).

132 :
®.e025 Jul, from Montreuil to Epleds, 1250 gu grmdn. {Aotivity of
1015t Amuo Tr, 26th Div Box €3, 33.6).

133
Jdnl, Allied Attesk of July 1SthJuly 20th, 1918 (zeth Div Box 25, 33.8

Rpts of Opns)o
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2nd Division, was transferred to Corps with the formation of 1st Corps on
14 June, Operation Order 5, 17 Jul, approvod_ by Corps, indicetes that EO
.druma of XG (ohlorpierin) and 100 drums of phosgens were to be fired on eash
of five targets oppoui.to-tho 10lst Infantry sector on the night of the 17th
(see Map No. 15).

_ *Owing to reoceipt of order for a general stback, this oporo.tion was
cancelled by Corpl.“ The Hlltorlm of the 1lst Gas ngiment was also to n.y
later thet thers h;d been many "ependid targets" in the seotor and plens
hed been propnrod ror missions, but no oho.ranoo could be obto.i.ned until just
before the attsck. "The ressons for not taking advantage of this WeRpOn Were
ceclargelyss.lack of knowledge of its posaibilities, and changes in command
of the Ameriocan troops preparatory to the _o.dvmo."‘as The lst Gas Regiment
unit 414 not sdvence with the 26th Diviston. o |

French yperite shell had been Introduced on the battlefield the pre-
vious month, in June, and the 2nd Division fired st least cne lot defore it
Teft the sector. ﬁut the 26th Division waa later to chserve; "We foeﬂ.wd
our first consigament of French Mustard Gas October 4th 1518 oo:;siuting of
1000 Speotal §20 77 caliver shells.”338 Since 1t was leaving the sector,
the division nrullory fired them at sn lmpromptu target the next day. The

™ '
t.tr 66 lat ¢ to CO lat Bn SO‘hh Eng, 15 Jul, subs suppluentn.ry projoot
pt (Gllhllt ).

135 _ |
Eish of lat GR, part III, seo 3, ppe 1, 5o

136

Ltr DGO to C CWS, 21 fov, subs Bpt of Offensive Opns with Use of drty
Gas Shells (zstn Div Box 25, 35.6 Spec RptaeNiso)e
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experionce was typical, acoording to the Division Gas officers

Qur gas shoots are designed to make the best use of the gas shells whioh
can be obtained and not previously arranged projeots for which gas is orderaed,
as we would prefer. We have been under French Corpe s large part of the tine,
 Our Munitions Officer keeps in @ constant requisition for all the §5, §7, and
- #20 which he can gete As soon as he is informed that certain amounts of gas" -
. shells have been allotted to us, the Division Gas Offioer and the Chlief of -
Operations of the Artillery Brigade plan shootss...l37

General Edwards wes to say after the Alsne-Marne operstions

Tre artillery did 1ts work excellertly. They had too few gas shells.
The nroportion should be much greater hersafter, even in open warfare. '
They can be effectively used againet machine~gun nests where the proper in-
terval elapses betwsen the preparstion and the assault. I also recommend a
much greater allowance of gas shells for all calibers for oounter battery

work of the corps artl%lery as one of the best agents in the neutralization
of opposing batteries.?>® .

The 26th Division apparently had one weapon against machine gun nests,
which, so far as can be determined, was not used during the campaign. Om
18 July, the artillery regiments were advised that *3000 smoke shells are
available for 1“-“ 4o such batteries as mey require them."**9 That is the

only reference %o these shells or to the use of smoke shells in all the

records examinode

1357 -
Ltr DGO t6 C CWS, 24 Oot, subs Usé of Arty Gas Agelust the Boomy
(26th Div Box 249, fol. 3). :

138
Quoted in Benwell, pe 134. .
One solution to the German machine gun, and discovered again in World
Wer II, sesms to have sppeared in what was oonsidered only as an “interesting.
memorandus® of the 42nd Diwv, dated 31 July, “in which it was directed that
within spherea of enemy artillery snd machine gua rosistance the normal attack
formation in waves should not be adopteds Small patrols of ten to fifteen men
were to move forwsrd in socut fashion, crawling and utilizing all depressions
in the terrain, while the mait body, halting under cover, was to assist their
advance by the rire or Stokes mortars snd J3mme guuse .Babborioes of 7omme gans
were to be run up to the lips when direct fire agalnst enemy nests was praoti-
' ohble.® Jemnings C. Wise, The Turn of tle Tide (New Yorks Henry Holt, 1920),
ppe 231=232, - . '

138

Opns 0 117, Kast Gpg / Lees, 102nd FA 7, 18 Jul {Box 61, 33.13).
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Fronoh and Amerioan Casualties

Available o_uugity ﬂgurai for the Prench divisions on either side of
the 26th ﬁhtnion d_ﬁring the month of July make s comparison 61' oasualties
possible. It should be noted that at full muster, a French division had
about half the strength of an Amerioan divisions

On the basia of French and German resords, 1t may he pruulod Shat
the gas and HE sxperiense of the French 187th Dlﬂllon-, which fired far
more gas wmunition than the 26th Division and was therefors more subject
to zas retalistion, was ﬁrobably at least the equivalent of that of tho
_ 28th Division. During the perlod 13-20 July, daily oasusliy swmmaries
reported by lst Corps or b;} the French division show the following sompara-

tive 'figuru!uo
| Eilled Wounded Gassed
13«14 July 167¢th Div 1 . B 0
~ 26th Div 1 53 '3
14=18 July 167%h Div 81 1B
. 26th Div 176
15«18 July 167th Div , _ 1
o 36th Div no wph 258
18=17 July 187¢h Div 3 '8 0
26¢h Div ] 28 &
17-18 July 167th Biv 21 88 0
| 26th Div 7 262 ©0
18-19 July 167th Div 10 57 28
26th Div 5 678
19=20 July 167th Div 27 62 3
20th Div 8 181 168
w

Opns Rpts, lst € (let C Box 24, 33.1)3 Sum of Opna n;m. 1at ¢ {1ibid.,
33,2); Opns Bpts, 1487th Dlv (Frensh Files Bedt 141),
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The 167th Division was subjected to & heavy gas bombardment on the
norning of the Iﬁth; tollﬁid by & raid in foree on Bussisres that waS re-
pulsed in a fire fight, and & follow-up gas dombardment on the 18th snd
16th -~ virtuslly the same experlense as the 26th Division. Bven allowing
for low utiiutu in these Gcli.rpq. figures _{.tﬁo 26th Division, as we have
seen autfcred_b'eﬁrnn T00-800 gas ossualtles bcﬁuon 1318 July), mo ex=
pianltlon oan bo.oﬁ‘orod for the -r;idtiﬁly fow ouugltiﬁ in the French
division exoept its hard-won talent for conserving its fighting strength.

Summaries of ouualtiu for the period 18.28 July ars avallable for
both thl Franoh 187¢th Dlvision and the French 39th Diviaien, to ‘Iiho right
of the 2eth, lupporb General nggott'l ltatmnt. previously guoted, the .

reckless Amerioans. The figures are offered without further cmnh

Killed l‘oundod Gassed _

off ien 0f®  Men Q£  Uen Tabal
167th Divisione 7 212 41 898 - . 1156
26th Division »» 3t 20382 1687 _ 4093
39th Division see 3 170 28 75t 4 410 13687

s Trausl of Bpt on q-.m of 187th Div 1827 Jul, 19 Aug (Prench Files Box
1‘1' 80"). :

~ e»  From narrative pp. 58=56.

ess  39th Div, Historique des Journees du 18 au 28 Ju.‘.llot, pe 5 (Frenoh
Ples Box 123. 3009).



The Reputation of the 26th Division

The 26th Diviaion seems to have been held in mall esteem by Headquar-
.torl. ABF, and to have ondﬁrcd. as & result of its July op_ornﬁon, some-
thing like the offiﬂohl {gnominy that the 35th Division was to undergo two
months leters (It is only ooinoidencs that General Peter Traub left the
51st Brigade, 28th Division, to take cﬁmand of the' 35th Division on 16
July, two days before the abtaoke) -

Like the 35th Division after its bad show, the command of the 26th
down to platoon corporals snd sergeants was apparemtly ordered to explain -
in detail its sctions for the period 18-25 July. Such blanket reporting
does not oeour for any other opsration of the 26th Division, ner does it
appesr in any other division oxemined exoept the 38th. (The records of the
2nd Division have not yet been szamined to see !ho_thor its "lost . command"
on 18 July, end rellef on the 19th resulted in s aimilar fay}ly-by-lndorli-
ment.) o |

The three popular hiatories of the 26th Division presemt & long
series of tneidonts that tend “to show that the 26th and General Edwards
414 not stand well with the Amoriosn higher comand." 4l Sivley's volume,
indeed, is not & history so muoch as it is s ;}oumli.tb's defense of the
division and an encbmium of its individual men and officers.

LY _ _ :

Sibley, With the Yankes Division in France, passim; Benwell, Histo
of the Yankee Division (& Weouvenir® history), ppe 195-198; Taylor, ___ﬁe'l
¥ogYend 1n Franoe 1917~-1919, pp. l=11, 168-170, 250,
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There had been earlier oonflists, but the 11l-will beosme overt when
the 26th Diyision oame out of the line on the 26 July and N

Corps openly charged that for two days during the Chateau-Thierry
drive, the Division did not ¥now whare Ganeral Cole fﬁzml' Brigl.le was,
and that denersl Cole didn'¢ know at all where his troops were. In wain

proof was offered /...but Corps insisted that the general and his brig-
#de had besn lost. The inqulry as to Colons)l Logan centered arcund the
oheck that his / 10lst / regiment endured in the woods of Trugny, whem it
had to fall back, learing its own wounded out in front, and the arﬁ}hry
could not fire beoanuss of the danger of hitting those wounded men.

Ten years later, Maj. Ganaral Huntar Liggett waz to say of éoh'l
brigade during that actionms |

But the grester part of that hrigade h;d lost dAireation, zo.n'
astray and failed to hold together as an organization after the night of
July 21=22. TFortunately, General Schmicdt, whoe.0commanded the 167th
French, realized the situation and had the good judgment to go shead
without orders until July 25, or we should have had a dangerous gep ia the
line of the First Army Corps. Ae soon as the situation was appreciated
General Weigel's Esth" Brigade of the Keystome Division was oalled in to
£111 the placeo 45 ' S
At the $ime, according to 8ibley, & demand was made that Genersl Bdwards
relieve these two National Guard commanders (Cole and Logan) and Generel
Edwards refused. . ‘ - |

The ineidemts sppear to have oulainated in the relief of Gemeral
Bdwards on 25 Ostober, whem Brig. General Frank E. Bamford, of the lst
Division, hnhi- Aray, assumed oommand. i’ha_t same day.'eolonol Logan was

relisved of his command of she 101st Infantry. On 6 November, Colonel Hume

$ibley, po 280

143
- Liggett. .3 Ten Years Ago in Prance (New Yorks  Dodd, Mead
1928), ppo l!l-ﬁ!. Smp r -

are his eruating compenta on the retreat of
the 36th Div, pp. 180181, that theirs was *an action that would have tried

she sdbula of she best troops in the world.®.



was relioved of the 103rd Iafaxtry, and ¢n 9 Novesber, Gemeral Cels wes
relieved of his brigade scmmand. Gemeral Bamford sppears to have made 1%
olear o Sibley that the reason fer their relief wemt besk %o July. AlL
thres after their ordeal at Bleis, however, were restored to their eom=
mudlem _ . |
Genersl Bamford arrived with a poor opinion ofi his pow command. Ne
‘ocharged the 26th Division with “inertis.*® Sibley quotes the General e
seying (p-328)s - o _ |
 fhe quality of a divielon is determined by its lesders, by its
GORRADMOT ANA LY 1ts gvlonelss What 1s needed in & division liks this is
" solonels who are drivers. Drivers will make a division do thinge.

Look st the First Division. That Divieion has had 33,000 mem pass
through it; it:hias had 33,000 losses. That shews sscomplishment. It is

" too bed that this dlivisiom...is wot one of the elite divisions of the

army:..o] don't 1ike to apply the word medioere %o the performanses of the
division, but let us say 'average.’

Aa historlan with the General Staff, ABF, reéflects the low estesm §a
whish the 26th Division was held in his sosouzt of the Alsne-Marms operstien
- apd by his comments’ on the divisional lossesy “The easualtios were ot fired
reported as 4108, tut 1t is certain that the permenenmt losses 4id mst exceed
2000. Only 596 killed, and 1243 urioully wounded, or o total of 1840 were
~ subsequently hporfod.','“' In & word, the 26th Division, as & result of ite
sraiaing 1o Prance, had soquired "highly developed Freneh cheragheristies,®
anlibs the 1st snd 2n2 Divislons which had “purely Anericsn eharacteristies,®

R

it

dibley, ppo 311, 522 ff.
148

Jemings C. Wise, The Turn of the Tide (New Yorks Henry Holt, 1920},
- -2 200-201, ‘ . . .
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or lit-r divisions that acquired Brittsh_charaot-riast--.l‘s' The zuth
“Dlvislen was guilty of cautlon. . | '

It is not certain that this uh-r;Q of in-r_-tu or esution is Justified.
In February, observing t__lho'eonduot of the 26th in nldi. "the Freach were
snased /by the wpirit of the men / st first;* “them they began +o be »
"1ittle alarmed. A listle later on; they rm._ma our seldiers following wp
their own bnrruﬁ within thirty yardsses+The Frepch tautionsd sur effieers;
they quobed 'aphoriﬁs to.tho ‘effeat that She braver a dlvisisn is the fewer
»en 1t loses, snd they begged thels ows high uw'uu make weme rule which
would save Amerisan lives." (_llhh.sr, p. 78). 1In July, the diviston seems
to have covered thoi; 18 ki.htﬁmfor'a: between the Alsne and Merue ix muh Ahe
same spirit, and well in advance of the French divisions o Shelr flaaks

most of she ways -

ar -
9ido, ppo 240-241.
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