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THE 25th DIVISION EAST OF THE MEUSE

Ne dilvision In the AEF had so much sheer ill fortune as the 26th.
Theugh pralsed by its French instructers as a splendid, battle- worthy

eutfit, suparier te the 42nd and even the vaunted lst Division, it found

no favor with Pershing and his staff, possibly because it was a National
Guard divigisn and had an argumgntative, independent-minded commander
G in Gemeral Edwards. The division was destined to spend more time in

quiet sectors, and at greater cost, than any divisien in the AEF.

Single ~ handedly, the 26th Divisisn demonstrated almost every pos-
sible mistake that could be made in the use of gas. The French werse
genersus and gave the divigien censiderably gas ammunitien, most of it
odd lets of ¢yanic and lachrymatery shells that when fired served large-
iy o pawveke serious reta:liation.-_ln the one instance, for a raid on
enemy trenches, when the divieion fired a sufficient quantity of phesgene
te be effective, the gac swept down on the raiding troops and gassed
every man. The 26th Divisien had the unhappy distinction ef sufferiné the

greatest number of gas casualiies, most of them en quiet fronts, in the AFEF.

The present study spane the career of the 26th Division in France,
concentrating en the gas episodes that did so much te nullify the eriginal

splendid Prenise of the divisien.
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The 26th (Yankee) Division was sctivated on 22 August 1917 under the
command ¢f Maj. Gen. Clarence R. Edwards, who had seen service in the
Philippines and had later been in command of the Panama Canal Zone. His
divisien was hastily organized from National Guard units throughout New
England, assembled in seven citles in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhede Island. Two weeks after activatien, under War Department pressure

to get token treeps te France, the division was on its way overseas.

As 1t embarked, the division cemprised of the 10lst and 102nd Infantry,
Slst Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Peter E. Traub; the 103rd and 104th Infantry,
32nd Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Charles H. Cole; the 51lst FA Brigade under
Brig. Gen. william L. Lassiter, and machine gun, englneer, signal, medical,
and supply cempenents. Hardly a single officer that sailed with the divisioen,
including its commander, was to return with it. Some were lost in combat,
more te harassment by higher headquarters, but most were casualties of the
hurried build~up of the American Army in France. In ten months overseas
the 5lst FA Brigade, for example, had six commanders, and regimental and
battalion cemmanders in the infantry seem to have been replaced as often-

It happened in other divisiens, of course, but in none with more serious ef-

fects on gsprit de gorps than in the 26th.

By the end of October 1917 the units that had landed in England and
Frgnce were collected near Neufchateau In the Vosges and set to work con-

structing an AEF training center. They were in uniform, had rifles, and a ?
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credit for six millien dellars to buy the rest of their equipment and sup-
piles, their trench artillery, mechine quns, animal and moter transporta—-
tien, erduance, engineer, and signal squipment, additional clothing, and

Mile General Edwards toured the British front near Cambrali te learn
"hew they used gas, large calibers and barragess..made raids...land every
night gave the Germans] & bit of chemiczl barrage,” his Engineers built
barracks for tha 42nd Divisien, then on the high seas, his guartermasteor
staff screunged trucks from the French and toured Paris, Nancy, and Teul ?

buying up supplies and material, and the rest of the division, when it f

wasn't en werk details, began training and attending the infantry special-

1
ty schools ef the ARF recently established at Gendrecourt ahd Langres.

Gas training was net begun until 10 December when a shipment of 25,000 H

small bex respirators (SBR) and 6,000 M-2 masks was received and distribut-

ed.  With i1us handtur of gueliried gas O0If1Gers, the division trained the

Lart S A

men a battallen ot a time. In mid- February an inspecter from the Gas

Service foeund gas defsnse trzining Inadequate and neglected, and the next
menth Capt. Thomas 2- Cutler came in as Divisien Gae Officer, replacing 2nd
Lt. Bowman. Still it was iate May 1918 before all units cempleted the teat-

ing of their masks in the gas chamber.?

EY
oL

S R R fh st e 9L s L aki

Harry k- Benwell, History of the Yankee Divisien (Boston: Cornhill, 191¢),
pp- 33 - 7. '

Ltr, 2nd 1t I. J. Fowman DGO 24+th Div to C of Gas Serv, 13 Dec 1917, sub:
Rpt; Ltr, C of Gas Serv te CofS REF, 17 Feb, sub: Cendition of gas defense in
26th Div (AFF GHQ G - 3 Rpts Bax 3192, fol 1567); Ltr, Capt Cutler DGO 26th
Giv %3 G -)l XXXII Fr Cerps, 3] May, sub: Gas Chamber (beth in 26th Div Bex
245, fol 3).

-
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In January 1918, on Fetain's urgent plea to Pershing, the preliminary.
training ef the divisien waa cut short and it was assigned te de Maud'huy's
XI French Corps (Duchesne’s Sixth Army} on the Chemin des Dames front, north
of the Alsne. At frightful cest the French under Nivelle had taken the Chemin
des Dames from the Germans the previcus Octeber. OQut of sheer exhaustion and
depletion on beth sides i1t had been a quiet sector since that time but

seriously undermanned en the Franch side.

Se thin were the French ranks that on arrival the twelve battalions of
the 26th Division were spread across a 30- kilémeter front. As companies
toek over the French geupa de gombats pesitiens —- groups of 20 to 40 men
with twe or mere machine guns each in knee-deep trenches - - on the north of
the Chemin des Dames plateau, the balance of their battalions occupied the
great quarrles or caves zlong the edge of the crown of the Chemin des

Damea-3

The division went inte the Alsne line on &6 February and remained until
20 March, making eccasional raids with their French instructors, learning
trench warfare routine, but eoffsring neo more provocation to the enemy than
the French permitted. French headquarters spoke glowingly of the training
and readiness of the 26th Division treops, saying they had made ™very much

betier progress” than the 42nd Divisien and were "almost better"than the lst

FO 1., 26th Div, 3 Feb (26th Div Bex 13, 32.1); Benwell, pp. 60 - 1.
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Dtvlsiqn.4 Te de Maud*huy, their only fault was that they were "too much

prepared fer attack," rather than for trench life.5

In the six weaks in the caves, a histerian reperted, the division
suffaresd "very few casualties and [had] but twelve men...evacuated with
gas poiaoninga*ﬁ His subsasquent memory of anether 250 gas cases still

. fell far shert of the trobable true total.

Folloﬁing oene flurry of gas shells, the i04th Infantry ald statien
was swamped. Lleutenant Bewnan, then Division Gas Officer, admitted
that the dugeuts and czves in the secter effered litile protectien against
gas, but the men were laxgely at fault for net wearing their masks at the
alart pesitien. All had smeiled the_gas befors they ceuld mask and were
therefore certain they were casuvalties. The regimental medical efficer
whe saw the men sald they “were auftering from suggestien rather thau
frem the affects of enemy gas shells....In spite of large numbers whe
reperted, net ons mzn shewed any sign of gas inteoxication after his mental

anxlety had been allayed." All were returned to duty the next daYa7

Shartly before the relief of the divislien the Germans put eover a3

gas bembardment that was zald te have lasted thirty.. six hours. 1In a

e
Ltr, CG X1 Fr Cerpe t® CG 26th Div, 11 Feb (26th Div Box 192, 320).

Benwell, p, %4.

7

Ltr, DGO 26th Div te CG 26th Div, 10 Mar, sub: Rpt af Inspectien; lst
Ind., MO 104th Inf te GO 1l04th Inf, 17 Mar; Sth Ind., CO 104th Inf te CG
26th Div, 19 Mar (26th Div Bex 249, fol 5).




splendid centradictien, an histerian ef the event said that "the gas dis~
cipline was so geed the divisien had ealy 250 casualties-“a This may have
been the fifth gas attack reperted by Spencer —— the feur in February and
sarly March accounted fer 7 gas casualties —— when appreximately 15,000
phesgene, diphesgene, chlerine, mustard gss, and xylxl bromide (tear gas)
shells were sald to have fallen during the night of 16 March along a frent
held by the French that included : battalisn of the 102nd Infantry. Fallure
to recegnize the Nature of the bembardment and delay in masking resulted,
said the Regimentsl Gas Officer, in at least 155 casualties in the 102nd

and ever 100 - — an entire cempany ~ - ameng the French-g

Divisienal records of casualties ~- indeed of anything ~- in the
UhemiinR des Uales secier are Weager LUT medilad Dopesunshiv Tebixds
over 100 killed and wounded and glmest SO0 gas casualties in March, 446
¢f the gas casss in the 102nd Infantry. That more is net knewn ef this
attack may be ewlng te the fact that “the evacuation of wounded Land gas~
sed] to the rear [in this sectsr] was not entirely satisfactery. Some
wounded were evacuated witheut the knewledge of the medical officers
because they were sent directly threugh the French [aid] stations and all

the reperts went te the French authorities, who did net infeorm us-"‘10

=t

Benwell, p. /2.

Ltr, RGD and Regtl Surg, 102nd Inf te CO 1i02nd Inf, 19 Mar, sub: Gas
Casualties, with atchd decs (26th Div Bex 44, 33.6); Spencer, "History ef
Gas Attacks upen the AEF™ (15 Feb 1928), I1I, 189 - 95.

10
Analysis, p. 68.Ltr, Regt Suxg 10lst Inf te Div Surg 26th Div, 28
Max, sub: Prelim zrpt in accerd with Cire Ltr 56 {26th Diy Box 40, 43.8).
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Upen its relisf in the Aisne sectar, the division was on its way te
an AEF training area, tarrying eut maneuvers on the march, when 1t was de-
flected as a result of the great Cerman eoffansive on 21 March against the
French and British at the Somme. It was sent to the Toul ares below
Verdun, t¢ relisve a French divisien and the American lst Divisien in
Passaga's XXXII Cerps, releasiihg Dbeth for the ruptured battlefrent to

the nerth.>’

After some cenfusien in erders and relief Drocedurss -- the divisien’s
sxders were changed nine times before [t settled in the Teul sector —- on
the morning ef 1 April the 26th Division completed the relief of the lst
Divigien brigade and ita adjacent French unit along a 15 - kilepeter frent
from Aprement te Flirey. Theugh lst Divisien records sa the relief was
carzizsd sut while » gae hembardmant of the seater wae in pregress, the
26th Divielen repexted ne gas attack ana ne casualties. There were at

least 67 gas casualties ameng the departing lst Divisisn treeps, and at

least onm man #f the 26th was seel gassed. He had ne mask-12

| As finglly disposed. the iD4th Infantry coversd the frent before
Aprement, the 103rd held the Xlvray frent, the 10lst was depleyed above
Rambuceourt, and the 102nd ceversd Selchprey and the Beis da Remieres
(Map Ne. 1). Facing the 26th [ivisien in the trenches at the fest of

the Weevre plain was the Hth Landwehr Divisien of Greup Mihiel, its main

T
FO 2, 26th Div, 8 Maxr; FO 13, 1900, 29 Mer; FO 15, 2200, 31 Mar.

Sae Study Ne. 9, "The lst Divisien at Ansauville,” pp. 45~ 6.
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forces en Ment Sec and the heights ef the Meuse. This German unit came Inte
the Hhevro-(i:tes de Meuse secter Iin September 1914 and was still there in

September 1918, when 1t was driven nerth during the St. Mihiel attack.13

Except for daily HE fire gveraging 500 shells, with a few gas rounds
mixed in, and all ef it sseningly scheduled at mealtime, the sector was
reperted as falrly quiet fer several weeks. Nevertheless, the Germans
frem their superier positisns created a diversien at least ence a week,
either bembarding ene exr mers ef the towns in the 26th Division sectsr
oxr making a miner raid en the outposts.14 French orders kep! large numbers
of men in these sacrifice positiens in frent of the trenches and denied re—

enfercements te them in the event of an attack. They made inviting targets.

In the third week, though the division receivad warnings.that a major
ensly rald was brewing, when it came it had all the Ffarce and effactivensss
of s surprise attsck- Maj. Geerge J. Hau's lst Bpttallen, 102nd Infantiry,
was relieving the 3rd Battalion en the night of 19 - 20 April when the pre-

Paratory hbembarduent began.

Ihe enemy bembirdment hegan st 0300 on 20 April and shortly after

dawn, under cover of a lLaavy mist, a German force of about 1,800, a spacial

Gexman Axny (wWashington: GPO, 1920),

13 '
Histories of 251 Divisiens ef the

14

Cf. Memo (asked for by C-in -C), Col Fex fennor G « 3 AEF for CofS AEF,
16 Spr, subs 26th Div Affalir of Apr 12th (26th hiv Bex 25, 33.6), cencerning
poer disc in 134th Inf during an enemy raid on Beis Brule. See mags, l04th
Inf, 13 apr (26th v Bax 50, 32.16). '
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storm battalien of twe cempanles leading the way, fell upon Cempany C ef
the 102nd Infantry settling inte the trenches before Seicheprey and after

a short, vicieus fight captured practically the whoie unit.

The success of the raid KIRSCHBLITE ("Cherry Blossom™) surprised
even the Germans themselves, who had intended it only "to keep the enemy
forces in check™ by destroylng their strong polnt at Seichepreyal5 The
20th Division was never to live down this episode, though explanations

and defenses continued to be made into the 1920%c.

Ganeral Edwards insisted that the capture of the company could not
have been avoided since they "had definite orders thit their mission
was warning and sacrifice...lgnd)] resistance to the last was demanded.”
tle dld nOt say they had been taken by surprise. ihey were, sven though
the division had been warned just the week before by the French that the
28th_gtosstruppe (storm battalion) was them *at Heudisourt txaining for a
powerful raid," and this fact was confimmed before the raid occurred by

artillery intelligonce.l6

Edwards was later gquoted as saying that 1,300 Germans attacked at
Selcheprey and snother 1,500 in the Bois de Remieres, and In the fog over-

ran the forward machine gun positions of the i02nd and swept through Seiche-

5 -
Order Ia 929, 78th Res Div, 18 Apr, sub: Cherry Blossom {app. to 40 -

Pags War Files Extracts, 78th Res Div, German Files Box 202).

16

G =3 Momo 1844/31, Staff of Passaga for staff at Boucq, 13 Apr (26th
Div ?ox 12, 22.7); Opns Rpt 13, 5lst FA Brig, 17 Apr (26th Div Box 59,
33!6 a
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prey. In the 36 —hour fire fight (or period of near panic) that followed
he claimed over 1,200.German casuvaltlies, inc}ﬂding, dramatically enowgh,
“over 400 Boche helmets on the ground-"17 German casualties, according
to a French observer, were estimated at 275, in¢luding 125 killed. The
Germans theamselves reported losses of 361, inecluding 75 killed and 6ne

artillaryﬁan gaseed-l8

Apart from gas officer reports, none of the many accounts of the
Selcheprey affalr mention that the hour and a half bombardment preceding
the raid consisted wholly of gas. (Hence the gassed German artilleryman.)
German records show that the reenforced artillery of the 78th Reserve
Division, totaling 55 batteries, fired over 20,700 77 -~mm., 105~ mm. ,
150 =mm., and 10-c¢m. blue and green cross shells (diphenylchloroarsine
and phosgene) and 90C 10-cm.yellow crcss shells (mustard gas) on the
front from Xivray to Remieres Wood east. Most of it was concentrated
on 32 French and Amevican batteries that the Gemmans had located back of
the front, around Rambucourt, Beaumont, Bols de la Hazelle, Voisogne, and
Liron?ille. Some part of the gas was fired during and after the raid, to

maintain the gas screen, along with 42,000 HE shells and 6,000 trench

1"?
Benwell, p. 74; Ltr, CG 26th Div to CG I Corps, 11 May, sub: Rpt on
atk; Apr 20 - 21; Ltr, Col John H. Parker (CO 102nd Inf) to Editor,
e = al, 20 Feb 19205 Mamo, G - 3 26th Div to CofS 26th Div,
ub: Notes on Seicheprey Raid (all in 26th Div Box 25, 33.6,

33.7).

18
Apt, Fr Mil Mission atchd to 26th Div to CG 26th Div, 9 May, subs:

Sum of Intel in regard to Enemy - Seicheprey affair (26th Div Box 29,
33.6): War Files Extracts, 78th Res Div, above.
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mortar shells.lg

Regimental gas officers estimated that the bombardment comprised
betwaen 4,000 and 5,000 gas shells, all calibers, %the remall amount of
high explosive” mixed with the gas obviously that in the blue cross shells.
Casualties were said to be 98 gassed in the infantry and 139 artillerymen,
or 237. The gas fire and the HE bombardment that began as the raiders
advanced and continued through the day destroyed all communications in
the sector, amashing artillary liaison and causing the infantry units
+o lose all track of each othesr. Almost every battery position had to
be temporarily uv:cu:tedozo Hard hit by the HE fire were the battalions
of the 10lst, 102nd, and 104th Infantry and the company of Engineers that

came up to Selcheprey later that morning to repel the raidars.

Debouching from their trenches oppusiteSeicheprey, the ralders rushed
Sybille Trench in frunt of the town, enveloped and briefly oceupied the
town iteelf, destroying all its dugouts and defenses, and then withdrew
to the trench. They had captured most of Company C. ten heavy and fifteen
light machine guns, and destroyed ten more, in a fight that lasted little

more than an hour. Back in Sybille Trench the German force walted out the

19
Hanslian, "Gasangriffe an der Amerikanischen Front® (CMLHO), PP. 113 ~ 14;
Opne Rpt 318, Arko 78, 23 Apr (Wer Files Extracts, above, pp. 35 - 40).

20
Ltr, RGO 102nd Inf to DGO 26th Div, 22 Apr, sub: Gas Casualtiess..

atk of Apr 20 (26th Div Box 249, fol 7); Frank F. Sibley, With the Yankee
Division in Francg {Boston: Little, Brown, 1919}, p. 151; Spencer, I1, 197 -
201. See also collection of 102nd Inf unit rpts in 26th Div Box 44, 33.6.
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the expected countaerbombardment and counterattack, with orders to retumrn

to their own lines after dark-zl

Sometime before noon Major hau reached Selcheprey with the reserve
battalion of the 102nd, found it evacuated, and advanced on the ralders
in Sybille Trench. As his troops spproached the trench, the guns of the
69th French and 26th Divisions that had been manned again after the gas
attack opened fire cn the trench and town, driving Major Rau's forces
back to cover in Seicheprey. The shelling of the town continued for over
fouy hours before it could be stopped. Six men were wounded and twe
machine guns were smashed by this fire-22 Something very like panic,
beginning with the gas bombardment and maintained by the enemy's heavy
HE fire, seems to have prevailed throughout the sector all that day.

T -
LN

snemy raiders rémained unmolested 1n the protection of Sybille Trench.

A second counterattack, ordered by the French corps at day;ight on
21 april, with six cémpanies of the 5lst Brigade under Major John J.
Galiant and twc companiaes of the 6%th French never got launched. When
ong of the companies failed to arrive at the hour for the attack, Major

23
Gallant, on his own initiative, called it off.

1
e A 26th Div map of *he atk is in 26th Div Box 23, 32.1, and the Gerxman
map of the atk, with rpt of the opn, in GFB 202.

22

Msg, Rau to Parker CO 102nd, 1450, 20 Apr, quoted in ltr, CG 26th Div,
11 May, above; Ltr, Div Insp to CG 26th Div, 10 May, sub: Arty fire in
Seichepray, Apr 20 (26th Div Box 25, 33.6)s See slso rpts in 26th Div
Box 45, 39.

23
FO 743, 26th Div, 1500, 20 Apr, ordered the atk; Hist of the 102nd
nf, n.d., po 14 (26%h Div Box 41, 11.4);5 Sibley, pp. 146 - 47.




As 1t happened, the snemy hsd withdrawn completaly from the area the {
Previous night, but patrols had failed tc find this out. About 1100 hours ;
on 21 April the old positions were recccupled and the killed and wounded
there evacuated. The rest of the day was spent preparing court~ mertial
charges against Major Gallant, counting casualtles, and reorganizing the
102nd Infantry. ™At first on that Sundgy morning it was thought that
whole companies had been utterly wiped out. But detachment after detach=-
ment turned up, and in the end the total loss was found to be really very

low. wld

How low casualties were seems to have been more a matter of opinion
than of count. Figures for the gas and HE bombardmenty; the raid, and the
fiaht on the 20th ranga al) tha wav fram 270 ta a2 +0tsl nf 9l4. Ganewal
Edwards in his final report to I Corps said the killed, serlously wounded,
seriously gassed, and missing did not exceed 270. G - 3 gt the time re—
ported 21 killed, 133 wounded, 94 dassed, 33 shell ~ shocked, and 209

captured, for a total of 493.25

Sibley, in his history of the division, said 80 were killed and 554

were wounded. gasaed, and captured, or 634. Pershing's note of the affair

24 ‘
Sibley, p. 148. Memo, Div Adj for CofS 26th Div, 20 May, n.s. (26th
Div Box 222, 704), indicates that a month later 37 members of the 102nd,
including an officer, were rptd for the first time as mixsing in that
action. Cf. lst Ind, Div Adl to CRO TAG, 14 Jun, same file.

Ltr, GG 26th Div, 11 May, sbove; DOR, 26th Div, 20 ~ 22 Apr (26th
Div Box 23, 32.1)c Gen Edwards' first 20~ page account, Rpt of Enemy
Raid--o’ 23 APr (26th biv Box 25’ 3308)! sald 58 were killad, 145 VloundEd’
and 226 captured, or #29, with no mention of gas casualties.

- 14 -




in his memeirs said the raid cost 81 killed, 187 wounded, 214 gassed, and
5 officers and 182 men captured, a total of 669. The largest total, 914,
was attributed to General Edwards by another division historian who quoted
him as saying thet 164 officers and men were killed in the fray, 600 gassed

and wounded, and 150 captured that day.2®

The Regimertal Gas Officer count of 237 gas casuzltiss in the infantry
and artillery during fhe rald is not supported by Medical Department sta-
tistics, which indicate that only 49 of the 184 gas cases that month
occurred on 20 ~ 21 April, witk none in the artillery.27 A hospltal count
of casualties is not possible since hospital admission lists for that
Period are missing in the records. It seems feirly certain however that
the raid coet well over €00 casualties, including over 200 gas casualties

and precisely 5 officers snd 178 men captured-28

"The taking of thess prisoners," s2aid an AEF historian, "put the
Anerican Army in a rather unfavorable 1lght at the time, and the Germans
«+xeMade the most cf it. Through neutral countries, dropped by airplane
went long sccounts with pietuces ¢f this affalr; end the wireless station

Q
Near Berlin told all the world sbout it in bugstful terﬂu.“z'

-

26
Sibley, p- 139; Ferahing, My Experiences in the Woxid War (New York,
193i), II, p. 165 Benwell, p. 74,

Analysis, p. 65.The scne source shows 65 killed and S4 wounded in tha
102rd Inf on 20 - 21 apr.

28
War Files Extracts, 73th Res Div, above; Mil Attache Rpt 2842, 20 Jan
1922, sub: atk on Seicheprey (26th Div Box 12, 22.7).

. Shipley Thomas, The History of the A+E.F. {New Yorks Doran, 1920), pp.
/2 ~ 3. Thomas sugoests that the lst Div atk ot Cantigny on 28 May was made
to vindlcate the name of the Anevican Army.

- 15 _




After several hactlc daye, life in the sector returned to its normal .
nerve - wracking routine. G - 2 reported over 30,000 HE shells, 3,100 gas,
and 1,050 m3xed gas and HE in April, exclusive of the 20 April bombardmente,
over two~thirds of thias fire in the first half of the month. Since G -3
aPparantly issgod no dally reports until 13 April, its casualty count
for April of 83 killed, 234 wounded, 100 gassed, 31 shall shocked, end
209 captured, or 657, 1s inadequate. More accurate may be lMedicel Depart~-
ment statistics for April showing 146 killed, 328 wounded, and 184 gassed.

with the 183 captured at Selcheprsy, total casualtiea came to 841,30

"This is the first time.coe.™

Through most of May fewer than 300 gnemy shells a day fell in the
divisien sector and as in the latter part of April, G - 3 reported more
accidental injuries than shell casualtics. Shell fire resulted in a total
of 19 killed, 73 wounded, 48 gassed, and 4 sheil shocked, according to
G~ 3 daily reports. Two more were killed and 9 wounded on patrola.31
An enemy gas projector attack and a gas bombardment by the division's
own artillery were tc cost the 26th Diviasion an additionsl 459 gas casual-

tien.

hithOugh the division hgd been warned of projector attacks in the
Toul mector, and its observers and reconnaissance aireraft had kept a

close watch for telltale signs, the attack came with complete and stunning

B S
SOI 1 - 20, 26th Div, 2 ~ 30 Ape (26th Div Box 8, 20.1); DOR, 26th
Div, 13 ~ 30 Apr; Analysis, p- 6S5.

31
DOR, 26th Div, 1 - 30 May; SOI 30 -~ 60, 1 ~ 3] May, reported 10,108
HE, 33% gas, and 360 mixed gas’and HE shell;o i ’
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surprise. At Oll3 hours on 10 May, in heavy fog, 1,141 18-cm. projectox
bombs ¢ontaining over 20 tons of phoggene exploded un the south slope cof
Hill 322, woods of Apremont, and the trenches in the vieinity occupled by
Company D of the 103zd Infantry'and its machine gun unit. 35ix men died
within five minutes, 17 succumbed later in the day, and 162 were evacuated
as serlous hogpital cases. The remzins of the company were relieved that

night.

“This ig the flrst time," a3 staff report of the AEF Gas Service was
to say, “that an attack of this kind has been made upon a high position,
and no warning of the attack had been given by Intelligence officers.s..

On the whele, owing to the unusual character of the attack, the number
32

of casualtles can hamly be attributed to voor discipline.*

The speeg wliin which the German ploneers set up this cperation and
executed it mgde It slmost Imposeible to detect in time. The projectors,
German racords shcw, were brought into the sector two days before, em-
placed northwest of Agrémont the next night, and fired before the divislon

event learned of their existence.-o

2

Ltr, Maj G. Ne Lewls, Actg © Def Div, Ges Serv to Lt Col J. N. W.
Schulz, fias Serv Hepres, G - 4 GHG AEF, 20 May, sub: Recent Gas Atks
(24th Div Box 249, fol 1).
23

Hinglian, pp. 17 = 26 Col John L. Miles' account of this atk
(*Could It Happen to You7?* Aray, Aug 1957, pp. 41 - 3) stresses the warie
ings the division has of projsctor attacks in the sector and suggests that
the last aerial photos that were taken, on 4 Msy, might possibly have
shown the emplacements. The German acecount would deny this. See also
Sponcer, II, 202 ~ 0§, used by Miles.




G -~ 3 repoxtad at first that the attask had occurred at 0925 and was
in retallistion for diverziomary fire put down by the division artillery
to eover @ raid of the 10th Colonial, on the left. The next day the se—
quence of events was correcied: the projector attack, an operation of
enemy plioneer truops working along the Weevre fromt, had occurred ot 0115,
followsd by = kali hour of mirenwerfer and artillery fire back of the gas=
sed areas The 26th Tivisicn fire had begun as cscheduled about 050C, and
in retaliiation for that, enemy artillery opened ur with gas and HE fire
at 052%. This lattexr fire., zald G ~ 3, killed 10 man and wounded 172
Tre gas vasuslty count of 177 did not distinguish between the projector

. 32
attack znd the later gas fire.

- ‘ L T — . . oA A VA TP et b el - e ———
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then 300 projectiles had bean fired. Panicking in the sudden cloud of

ges that engulfed tnem - eighi ceconds elapsed Letween the characteristic
Flosh at the amplacesset site and the explosion oo the siope —~ - *thyree or
foup zen men: dut of thelr heads and would aot pyt on masks, and knocked off
the magks Of oihers." Effects of the cloud were #felt downwind in the areas
0t @ight ciehor vompanles, and several thexe by thelr exertions while pPrepar~
ing 0 yopel the attack they expected to follow became cssualties later ip

A .
‘L,_';Q 'd:z i

The Division Gaz Officer estimated 600 18- cm. projectiles in the at—

tack, and thought ithey had been flred from the west edge of Bois Jura, about

e,

Dm,_ﬂé‘th v, 9~ 11 Mays: Ltrs, CG 52nd Brig to CG 26th Div, 10 May,
~aGt Speclal situstion »pt Noe 2c...l0. 4 {26th Div Hox 37, 33.6). Rpts
Ne. 1 gnd 3 have not been found.

34
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600 meters from the target area. He confirmed the final total of 185
casualties, Iincluding an unspecifled number in Company B in St. Agnant,

a kilometer back of Hill 322. Most of the men, he sald, had changed from
their SBR to thelr M= 2 mask sometime after the attack and almost all had
aggravated thelr condition by thelr exertions at the scene or in walking

to the aid station, a mile away.35
“This sad affaiz”

Early in May preparations began for the first large- scale raid made
by the division. Maj. James F. Hickey with 300 ¢f his 10let Infuzntry bat-
talion began intensive training far Iin the rear. with detachments of the
102nd and 103rd Machine Gun Battallons, special signal and engineer sec-
tions, and two squadrons of planes flying cover, he was to jump off just
west 2f Selcheprey and attask the enemyfa Cang Jdu NMoulin, northeast ¢f
flchegourt, ccllacting prisoners and materiel and squaring the Selcheprey

5COT e

Although no gas was calied for in the infantry plan or order for the
raid,36 3lst Brigade headruarters ;pparently asked for gas to the Lmme-

dlate right and left of the box barrage that was to be put around Camp

35
Ltr, DGO to C of Ges Serv, 12 May, sub: Rpt of Gas Atk (26th Div Box

248); Apt on Gac Atk, RGO 103xd Inf, n.d.3 Rpt on Cas atk, DGO 26th Div,
Neds s Buppl Rpt on Gas Atk, RGO 103rd Inf, n.d.; Ltz, RGO 101st Eng to DGO,
11 May, subs: Gas Atk night of May 9 - 10, rpid ar engineer gassed in j
working purty near the impact ares (all rpts in 26th Div Box 249, fol 7).

36
See plans for raid dated 7 and 21 May (26th Div Box 40, 233.8), and
FQ 38, 26th Div, 180G, 28 May,
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du Moulin. This wag teo near the point of attack, the artillery commander‘,
General Aultman sald, but ga: would be used to neutralize enemy machine
Juna snd minenwerfer east of the camp, from Lahayville to Le Sac.5' Sub-
ssquent evidence suggests either that Colore) Logan, commgnder of the 10]1st
Infantry, and Major Hickey were not Informed of the gas plan or that no one
believed that gas on Lahayville could Posslbly cause casualties at Camp

du Moulin.

The HE bombardment of the Gervan positions began at 2300 hours on
30 Mey and at 0230 the ralders advanced behind 3 rolling barrage. as
they reached thy flrst line of German trenches their artillery poured
Phosgems into Lahayville, » village on slightly higher ground about thrae-
quarters of a mile above Richecourt. The ors #lowed down fram Lakaywd1la
ond engulfed the rgiders. Unawere that 1t wae 928 or unwilling to admit
it, Major Hickey was to gay In his raport that "the men were bothered
considerably by the fumes frem oup shells, many men being rendered vary

sick, vomiting and gasping. w38

In the brief Passage in the German trenches and camp scme 40 Germang

May have been killed, mestly by the snglnessrs whe bombed every enemy dug-

Ltr, CG 51st Fa Brig to G Slet Brig, 23 May, sub: Plan of Roidi 5lst
FA Brig, Plam of employment for Coup de Main sast of Richecourt, 28 Magy
{both in 26th Diy Box 89, 33¢8). Notg: Opng Rpt 58, Blgt Fa Brig, al
May (4bid., 33.6) did not TPt any gas fired that day.

38
Rpt of raid by 3pg Bn, 1015t Inf, n.d. {26th Div Box 4D, 33.8).
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out they came to. Fe? live Germans were seen since the enemy, warned of
the raid by the bombardnent, had withdrawn most of his forces to the rear.
The raiders found little use for the stout clubs they had been issued,
and returned with a single prigsoner, a mere boy, and several machine
guns. Except for two men killed by their own grenades and fourteen
wounded by enemy shell fire, the raiders returned safely about an hour

after jumping off.39

By noon that day nearly every man 1n the party began to show signs
of having been more or less seriously gassed. Early reports of the raid
glogssed the gas incident. G « 3 sgid only that *gas shells were inten-
sively used during the whole of the operation,” without saying who used
them, and reported 2 killed, 17 wounded, 2 shell shocked, and 39 very
slightly dassed, all "due o tha artion in our r23d.¢ The next dzy

another 170 gas cases were accounted for by G -« 3 and on 6 June a final

25, for a total of 234.%

The Division Gas Officer’s first report was equally vague, saying
that an unknown number of gas shells had resulted in 209 casualtles in
the 10lst Infantry, 103rd MG Battalion, and Engineer detachment. The

men had "run intc the gas, smelling of new mown hay and ammoniaz, between

3%
Sibley, pp. 169 ~ 76.

40

Rpt of Gas Bombardment, 31 May (26th Div Box 249, fol 4). Cf Ltrs,
Med Off, 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Div, 31 May and 2 Jun, subt Epts on
Raid (26th Div Box 40, 43.8).
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Lahayville and Richetourt," the powder smoke of the artillery fire concealj;'

ing the gas sufficiently so that apparently none had masked-4l -

Captain Cutler's report and map sent the next day to General Edwards
was more specific (Map No. 2). wWithout consulting him the artillery had
fired 1,660 75-mm. and 155-mm. No. 5 phosgene shells into the Lahayville
area, the gassed area about 600 meters from the adge of the box barrage
ares under attack. "Thils sad affair," he said, resulted from choosing a
target without watching wind direction and velocity. A seven mile per
hour wind from the northeast had swept the gas down on Richecourt, ex-
posing the men to the vapor for the 30 t¢ 45 minutes ¢f the action. On
their return they had hiked almost four miles back to their trucks at

PE I o B kb AT g A .
MG AR PO AA BT wh g L LG el

By evening all in the raiding party had been hospitalized and 209
of them showed signs of fairly severe phosgene poiscning. Five days
later 231 men had been evacuated to base hospitals and the remainder of
the party was still sick in guarters. Over the next two weeks, five died
in the hospital. The rest, said the Divigion Surge@n, seemed to be on the
rocad to reﬁovery« The leader of the raiders, Major Hickey, after more

than a month in the gas hospital, came out only to be "tossed by a shell

4]

Rpt of Gas Bombardment, 31 May (26th Div Box 249, fol 4). Cf. Ltrs,
Med Off, 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Div, 31 May and 2 Jun, sub: Rpts on
Raid (26th Div Box 40, 43.8).
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shortly after his return,"” and had to be invalided out of the division.42
The attempt to hush up the incident is clear from Colonel Logan's

guery to Genersl Edwards on 4 June: *"There is a belief prevalent that

the gas from which these men hzve suffered came from shells fired by our

own artillery." He asked for an investigatiocn. 7Twoc days later General

Edwards replied. He admitted that the artillery program for the raid

"was silent on the question of gas,” but "heard that the infantry had

asked for gas on the back areas, and even in Richecourt, which was denied.”

However, gas had been put on Lahayville, in the belief, as he understood

ity "that a 600 meter danger zome in the direction of the wind was all

that had to be seriously considered, and that gas would not penetrate

It iz a great lesson....It is one of those instances in this war where,
after everything is taken into consideration, I do not see that any person
Ox persons can ba held distinctively culpable to such an extent that pun~
itive measures in this great emergency would be wise or necessary. Briga-
dier General Aultman (5lst Fa Brigade commgnder, who had replaced General
lassiter three weeks beforel comes to the same conclusion zs I do, and it
has glven him the greatest regret and concern. Thank the Lord the serious
casualties ware few, and the others were slight.

T believe the error should be frankly confessed ard admitted among our—
talves; that it should go no farther, that advantage should be taken of

the sericusly learned lesson, that it ic water that has run under the

bridge that cannot be returned, and we should make the best of it in the
spirit of self=sgcrifice and charity that prevalls as one of the controlling

WA

Ltr, DGO t2> CG 26th Div, 1 Jun, sub! Gas Casualties on Raid of 10lst
£ (26th Div Box 249, fol 5); Lir, CO 10lst Inf to CG 26th Div, 4 Jun,

ub: Gassing of 10lst Inf (26th Div Box 31, 63.1); Ltr, Div Surg 26th

iv tc Dir, Service de Sante, XXXII Corps, 14 Jun, sub: Rpt on Gas Atk,

ay 31 {Med Dapt Box 3586, fol 19); sibley, p. 1938; Spencer, II, 211, who

pts 23¢ casualties. '
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spirits of this division, and the incident should be closed-43

Aultman himself "confessed" that the gas order had baen drafted in his
office. In putting gas on lahayville he had followed French doctrine as
republigshed for the AEF, and the XXXII French Corps artillery commander
had approved the plan as fired. The doctrine, he sald, was obviously

defective-44

The error was alluded to, but no more, in the Gas Sexvice weekly
Summary of Information on ® June, under the heading, “"Travel of Gas."
But the incident, as might be expected, was soon well known throughout
the AEF, and was to strengthen the natural reluctance of commandexs to

uee gas, particularly in an offensive operation.45

The lst Gag Reqiment Fires a Migsion

After & wsek of investigation by the Office of the Chlef of the
Chemical Warfare Service, the Coxps Gas Officer, Franch corps headguarters,

the Medical Director of +he Chemical Warfare Service, and General Aultman,

43" ' |
Ltr, CO 10lst Inf to CG 26ih Div, 4 Jun, sub: Gassing of 10lst Inf,
May 3lst, and lst Ind to CO 10lst Inf, 6 Jun (26th Div Box 31, 63¢1).

44
Memo, Lt Popp Asst CGO I Corps for Capt Goss, 6 Jun, subs Suppl Info

on Gas Casualties in Raiding Party (GAF - 26th DivJ)j Ltr, CG Slst FA Brig
to CG 26th Div, 19 Jun, sub: Gas Poisoning (26th Div Box 59, 63)s

4%

WS WSI S -~ 19, 5 Jun (WD Hist Box 298). Ltr, McAndrew Off of CofS
GHQ AEF to CofS I Corps, 12 Jun, sub: Dangerous Use of Gas (2nd Div Box
106, 470.72), sald more intelligent study of the use of gas and closer
lizigon between gas officers and their commanders was indicated.
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51st Field Artillery Brigade commander, Gereral Aultman and Genaral
Edwards came to a mutual understanding and mthe unfortunate incident*

was closed. A month later the French ordsred a change in their artlllery
manuals, increasing the margin of safety from 500 to 2,000 maters when
wind and terrain wesre unfavorable and requiring the wearing of masks

under thase conditionse46

The month of June in the Toul sector saw an acceleration of activity
on both sides, with G ~ 3 reporting 50 officers and men killed, 256
wounded, and 180 gassed, 3 total of 486. Spencer reports nine gas at-
cacks that month, resulting in just 18 gas easualties. Medical Department
statistics, on the othear hand, reveal a total of 63 killed, 339 wounded,
and 531 gassed in Juns. The latter figﬁres inciude 24% gassed I the 1
Infantry, 92 in the 102nd, and 120 in the 103pd, aithough nothing in the
division records supports so high a gas casualty total.47 Nothing, that
is, but G ~ 3's repeated reports of "good many gas shells used,® rconsidex—
able percentage of gas shells,” and *gas again used extensively,® with just
180 gas casualties to support these remarks. The 26th Division, with much
less access %0 gas than the enemy, replied as often as it could, ongce "in

considerable cuantities in areas where the long - range gun [that ragularly

xa‘k\e nrym—s e
Spencas, 1I, 2143 G ~ 3 Mewo, Armies of the North and Northeast for

“he Armies, 3 July, transmitted to C of Gas Serv AEF, 10 Jul (AEF GHQ
G - 3 Rpts Box 3193, fol 1583).

47

DO, 26th Div, 1 - 27 Jun; Spencer, LI, 218 - 27; aAnalysis, p. 65.
SCI 61 ~ 86, 1 - 27 Jun, reveal a minimum of 24,000 HE and 3,500 gas
shalls fired into the sector.




shelled division headquarters at Boucql was suspected to be.” The gun
was not silenced until ths 1%th following an HE bombardment of Heudi-

48
couxt.

"FProbably the most interasting event during the 26th's occupation
of the Toul asctor," gald a historian, waz the gas projector attack
carrisd out Ly a company of the lst Ges Regiment on the sgcond line of
eneny trenches vunning through Sonnard woods on the morning of 1% Juna.
It was also the largeet shoot ever carried out by the regiment on an
American front. The gas znd flame troops of the ﬁEP were destined

10 be a highly trained but little used adjunct of the infantry.

The first two companies of the lst Gag Regiment, organized in the
States, had reached F»ynce in January 1918. After training with the
Special Erigade of Rritish gas tToops up on the Ypres-lLens front dur—
ing March and april, asslsting them in a number of large~scale cylin-
der, Livans projector, and Stokes mortar operations, the companies were
brought down and attached to French and American units in the ling. In
late May Tompany A was attached tc the 26th Division at Toul, Company B

to 2 nearby Fraench unit. The company walted on weather and oppertunity.

At C230 hours or 19 June, in the largest independent gas shoot
ever 0 be carrled out by the lst Gas Regiment on an American front,

Company A fired 737 phosgene -filled projector drums from the Bois dy

48
DOR, 26th Div, 16 - 17 and 19 - 2C Jun.
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Jury on two targets in the Bols de la Sonnard, where enemy troops were
believed holding in considerable force {see Map No. 1). Ten minutes
after the discharge 26th Division artillery opened fire to hold down
retaliation fire, only to be outgunned by the Germans whe for two hours
poured an estimated 9,000 gas and HE shells into the projector area, gun
positions, and as far back as Boucg. G ~ 3 reported 7 killed, 28 wound-

ed, and 8% gassed as a result of this fire-49

An historisn of the divieion sald that prisoners taken that night
claimed a regimental relief was going on when the projector attack ¢ame
and "they estimated that 2,300 Bochas were evacuateds” U Nothing has
been found in the division records to support this ¢laim, and German

records are not avallable for thls period.

The Division Gas Officer sald that the reta®liatory gassing began
at 0315 and lasted somathing over an hour. Approximately 2,000 green
cross sheils {phosgena), with a few blue and yellow gross, were put into
Seicheprey; bBeaumont, and Mandres, and on battery positions below Beau—
mont and Rambucourt and in the Bois de la Hazelle and Bols du Jury. HE
mixad with gas continued to fall on these same areas intermittently through

the rest of the day-.

1]

49

FO 43, 26th Piv, 1€22, 13 Jun, set up the projector opni History of
CWS AEF, First Gas Regt, Opns (H ~ 28, CMLHO); DCR, 26th Div, 18 - 20 Jun.
The gas troops may have planned to fire 1,500 drums, as many accts rpt,
but less than half that number were actually fired.

50
Bsnwﬁll X pb 8.1 o«




There ia-a guggestion in Capiain Cutler’s report that the 103rd
Infantry was umngwved by this attack. An enemy gas preparation three
days gazliex for another "Sslchsprey,” and the fight that followsd at
Kvray = Marwoisin, had cost the 103wd 28 killed, 167 wounded, and 47
g;aseda After the gas shelling on the 19th, 172 men, most of them from
the i0%rd Infantry, wezo simitved to the flald hospital as gas suspect
cases- Only 4 wore doteined, sald Cutler: Many of the others were
mundoubtedly malingerers® and deaarved severe punishment, although he
admitiad that a Aumber cof the ircops at Rembucturt had “certainly
bregthed in some gas fyom the unburied, leaking 105-mm. duds from

Sunday’s bémhardmantqﬂﬁl

Some weeks later, as no further missions presented themselves,

o A ey dla 1
Company A owand off to dhe Yoo

oz Smant.  Othar unite of the gas and

- R

flane regiment, after tralning with the British, carvied out minor gas
operstiong on othesr stabilized fronts; but none was to match Company
Als exploit. 2s seems falrly clear, the shoot had been inadequately

pets Iiation dimned

suptovtad by the olvwlsion aptil Wil

enthuaigam for other wmizeions. e b, by Beitish standaxds, a

largs - stale shoot gnd sms Furthermors an iselated effoxt. Thus,

ither certalin high casusltiss nor damege tc ememy morale were assured.

51 :
vrey action, 16 Jun (26th Div Box 47, 33.6); Liw, DGO to
CGO ¥XXIY Fy Coxps, 9% Jun, sub: Rpt of Bombsrdment of Gas Shells (26th
Div Hox 249, fol 3)s Lir, DGO to 06 26th Div, 22 Jun, sub: BPt of Gas
Atk of Jun 16 {4515 Div Box 25, 33:6)e Hote: The Med Dept record of
120 gassed in the 12322 Inf on 16 - 19 Jun is probably correct.

Rp't-:-\ C'a y.a.




When the projectors and mortars of the lst Gas Regimeni later took
part in operations on active Americen fponts -~ at Chateau Thierry, St.
Mihiel, and la the Meuse- Azgonnie - - the fear of higher commands of the
uge of gas 1tse$f, as well as en;my reta™llation, restricted their fire
alnost entirely to smoke and thermite, and precious little of that. ¥hen
attached to attacking units, the heavy, unwieldy mortars could not be
mansuvered ovar broken terrain and were s0ON left far behind the troops
they wers intended to support. The mortarmen never trained with the
infantry they ssxved: afd a8 23 yesult got no helping hand, when batter
fapilliarity with the capabilitias of the weapon might have got it up
forwasrd whare it could bs used. In wWorld War 11 tha.infantry on every
front was to leays wsll the uses of the mortar and in the end appro-

prlated the wasson as its owne

AL the end of Juns 1918 the 26th Division was felidved on the Toul
front by the B2nd Division and the French unit it was to traln with.
On 5 July orders came o relieve the ond Division west of Chateau
Thiarey and on 10 July the 26th took ovar the line above bloocdy Belleau
wood.92 Eight days later as the French Slxth Ammy began its counter-
offensive against the German Sgventh Army in the Marne sallent, the
26th Division attacked on the Tercy - Bellssu—Bourssches - Vaux front.
Over the next eight days the division advanced almost 17 kilometers,
to the Foret dg Fere, as the Germans retreated to the line of the Ouroq,

capturing 250 priscners and losing almost 4,500 officers and men, over

&5 -
FO 4%, 26th Div, 2300, 23 Juni FO 48, 0400, & Jul; FO 50, 1330, 8 Jul.




53
1,900 of them toc gas alone. On 25 July the 42nd Divieion relieved the

26th in the forest.

The division retraced its way back through the sactor collecting its
stragglers and missing In action. Several days later it continued down
to the valley of the Meuse where it recelived replacements and rested and
retrained for almost a month. Here continued the reshuffling of the come
mand that began when on 16 July Generzl Traub of the Slst Brigade left
1o tzke command of the 35th Division. Next, wholeseale drafts were made
on officers and noncoms, the division losing 80 captains and lieutenants
in ore group alone, to £111 out newly arrived divisions or to returpn and
train divisions being formed in the States.54 Similar siphoning of the
command was going on in othar AEF divisicns, cf course, but General
Edwailé was highly vocal and seems tv have contested every loss in his

division ae a diluticn of its New England Guardsman tlood.

~EraRyEhing came through as blanned

By late August, according to a division historian, the only people
in France who 4id not know of the coming st. Mihiel offensive were the
divisions involved.>” On 27 August the 26th Division began moving by
stages to the southeast and geross the Meuse-  On the night of 7 - 8

September it entered the right side of the V Corps line near Rupt-en-—

53
Study No. 4, “The 26th Division in the klsne-~ Marne Campaign.®

54
FO 66. 26th Div, 1730, 25 Jul; Siblay, pp. 245 - 50,

Sillle Y e ?51.




Wouvie, batweein the 15th Coloniszl and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry Division,

tﬁﬁ latter in the II Colonial Corpa»56 The 15th Colonial, with the 26th
and 4th Divisions on elther sids, made ub Camercon's V Corps for the attack
(Mup ¥o. 3)« Opposite the 26th Division was the ;g;g@gﬂggggmm.57

In the 26th Division sector wooded heights rose from the Meuse in

z greal unduleting ridge for some six or seven kilometers before breaking

e

R

o the Woevre plain. Through the woods ran the Grande Tranchee
de Cglunng; an excellent road lsading to Hattonchatel, at the end of
idgs. Dlrectly below Hattonchatel, at the foot of the hill, was
Vignawiles, the last of the towns strung zlong the highway in the plain

¢, Ley Epavges, Combres, Herkeuville, Hannonville, Thillot,

AT Dovend thoon doums wms srathan mond ctrnng with fowns
sp rood chrune e

- -
e R e s g i I R s o g AL LEL ] TN -

- Champion, Saulx, and Wadomville -- and beyond them still another ~-—

o]

favilla, Mercheville, and St. Hilaire. From the ridge on a clear day

it was possible to see eighty~ two towns in the plain, all in the hands

Intricate belts of wire entaolements, kilometers deep, marked the
Yrenssn gnd CGerwan trench systems in the sector, running approximately

trom Los Eparges down through Vaux les Palameiwx to lLacrois sur Meuse.

FO A9 - 78, 26th Div, 27 Aug - 5 Sap.
&7

The rycoxds of the 13th Ldw in GFE 165 are meagre and useless.
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The French held the hills to the north, the Germans the plains and xoads
to the south. It had been this way for almost four years, and only the
suspiclons aroused in German intelligence over the past month or so

had caused the enemy to bagin work on a new fortified line across the top
of the salient, the Michel Stellung, along Riaville - Marcheville-Jonville -

58
Hattonville - Dampvitoux east.

Followlng the 26th Division, great tralns of artillery reenforcements
crammed inte the sector and on rail lines tuilt over the first ridge of
the Meuse helghts came heavy 14- inch U. $. naval guns. The division
nad more than two brigades of artillery under its command, including
batterles of 220%, 270 - mm. howltzers, and 240 ~mm. trench mortars - -

altonether. 42 batteries totaling 252 guns.59

In the attack on 12 September to close the St. Mihiel salient,
Cameron’s V Corps was to take the heights beyond lLes Eparges and Combres
with the 15th Colonial, the 26th Division assisting in that principal ef-
fort., Then the 15th Colonial was to advance to the Longeau Farm- Hannon-
ville xoad, the 26th Division tc Hill 381 - Dommartin and cn to a line
¢onforming with the i5th Colonial, marking the First Day's Objective.

The 4th Division was to held fast as corps reserve.90

T T _
Rpt,)A Study of the St. Mihiel Salient, n.d., n. sig. (26th Div Box
12, 25.4).

Conf held by Col Duncan K. Major Jr., CofS 26th Div ned. (26th Div
tox 27. 5C.1); Sibley, pp. 260 - 62.

¥O 17, Pt. 1, V Zorps, n.d.3 FO 17, Pt. 2, 2400, 10 Sep (v Corps Box
14, 32.1); FO 77, 26th Div, 1330, 11 Sep.
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In oxder "to blow the top off Les Eparges l.heights] and Combres”
by observed daylight fire, Cameron asked that his attack be delayed
until 0800, thres hours after the main attack began on the south of
the salient. Pershing agreed, and the violsnt artillery preparation
succeaded as intended. At 0825 the French were reported over Les

61
Eparges heights.

The 26th Division, with the 104th, 103rd, and 10lst Infantry in
1ine from north to south, made slow progress thxough the wired izench
system on its front, and within an hour the two attack battalions of
the 10lst Infantry became thoroughly mixed up. However, by midafter-
noon the reserve battalion of the 10lst, with a battalion of the 102nd,
and the 103rd Infantry had crossed the St. Remy-Vaux road, thelr Inter-
mediate Cojeciive. The Znd Dismou::ied,_ on thelr righ%t, wss then on the
Dompartin-Dompierre road. About 1700 hours, the forward elements of

the 26th Division came abreast of the 2nd Dismounted on the Dommartin

roads The First Day's Objective had been reach&c‘u62

FO 18, V Corps, 1900, 11 Sep; Draft Rph, Opns of 26th Div at §t.
Mibiel, n.d., n.s. (26th Div Box 29, 33.6}. Sibley, ps 265, said that
gas was used during the preparation. The only c¢onfirmgtion is Ltr, CG
p6th Div to C-in-C let Army, 20 Sep, sub: Observations on Opns for
Reduction of St. Mihiel Salisnt (Box 27, 50.1), which states that four
sections cf the lst Gas Regt projected gas and smoke just before the
atk. If the regt fired any gas it was probably neutralized by the
heavy rain that merning.

Ltr, CO 102nd FA to CG 26th Div, 22 Sep, gub: Rpt on Recent Opns
(26th Div Box 61, 33.6), said 1,080 [phosgenei shells were scheduled
but *1t was impossible tc get any gas shells. In fact the regt has not
recd them to this day-"

&%
“ DOR, 20th Div, 12 - 13 Sep {26tk Div Box 24, 33.1).
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surprised because caught off balance by the attack that morning, the
onemy had fallen back more rapidly than Pershing had thought he woulds ’ :

By noon both corps on the south face were on their First Day's Objectlve,

and by nightfall, despite the delay in moving the troops out again, they

ware on thelr way tc the Second Day's Objective as the enemy continued f

to retreat {Map No. 4)-

Reallzing the situation, at dark Pershing ordered his prize lst
Division, on the left of IV Corps, to disregaxd alignments and objectives
and drive for Vigneulles, then about ten kilometers away. If the 26th
Division from the west could link up with the lst Division in time, the
enemy streaming out of the sallent with his guns and supplies might be

63
eut off.

About 191% hours that night, Cameron, arriving at V Corps headquarters
from a visit to 15th Colonial, was told that »General Pershing wishes the
salient closed =0 that no mere [enany] artillery can get away«" Camezon
called General Edwards at once and is reported to have saids "I want
you to select your best infantry regiment, or rather your best infantry
colonel and have him march his regiment stralgnht down the Tranchee de

Calonne to Hattonchatel.®

Colonel Bearss' 102nd Infantry, in reserve, was ordered up and in
less than two hours was on the march, with the II Colonial Corps alerted

to the bassage of the regiment through its lines. At 2230 hours, when

g3
FO 10, lst Army, 12 Sep (USA_in ths WW, [Washington, D-C., 1948 ]

VIILI, 298 ~ 59},
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Col. Hugh Drum, Pershing's Chlef of Staff, phoned that he wanted the
26th Division unlt to link up with the lst Division in Vigneulles by
daylight, Cameron replied that the regiment had long been on its way
and should be nearly there. “Everything came throush as planned,"
Cameron later said, “although tha 26th wss clow, as usual. Even so

our troops were in Vigneulles when the lst Division came up and shelled
them, inflicting several Casualties.“6d In what way the 26th was slow
Wwak not_explained, and no other recoxrd of the shelling of the 26th

by the lst Division has been found.

It wat a daring maneuver that sucgeeded. Merchiﬁg straight down

the Tranchee de Calonne, in celumn formation and flankers out, the

NFm . -~ ko
-

- Lo . L Y LT fowm e BB P T I | . Tl de e e
A dubded AL Ak T AN a0 AR HE WML MR ey W e GGy G -

gTed Mg

chatel about 024% and Vigneulles, nine kilometers from its starting
point, at 0315 on the mworning of the 13th. Some five hours behind the
102nd came the lClst Infantry and two hours loter the first accompany-

ing gun with these units.

En route; almost 250 prisoners from the 13th Landmehr were taken,

Draft Rpt, Cpns of the 26th Div at St. Mihiel, n.d., n.s.; CG 26th
Divy Rpt of Congeseso St. Mihlel Salinet, 7 Cet; Extract from Statement
of Maj Gen Geo. He Cameron regarding march of 26th Div on night of
Sep 12, n.d. (all three in 26th Div Box 2%, 33.63.

FC 73, 26th Div, 2300, 12 Sep, had the £1lst Brig marching down the
Grande Tranchee to Vigneulles, the 52nd Brig c¢ver the roads north of
the Tranchee to £f. Maurice and Hattonchatel, the Slst FA -Brig following
the S1lst Inf Brig, and the 10lst MG Bu alone in div reserve back on the
Vaux~ St. Remy road.




sind ge the leedlnyg slaments cass Lole Yigaeulles y German wagon train
vt The way cut oF toun wes set upen and capiuzeds  Seven hours later
(i;ac, ahoud 10903 the Jat Divielon serived, but by then the bulk of
Codnmgss forces and wgulpmant had escaped thyough the dap and was safs

34 the Michel Stelluny 4o the novth.o>

In the two=~ day operation, G - 3 raporied, iha 26th Division loat
428 wounded and 158 sick; shell shocked, ox exhausted. Thirty- saven
officers and 2,193 wen of the 13th landwshe snd 35th Ausiro - Hungarian
Dlvisiona weve capiurad. Tha remnants of the 13th Lsndwehr remained

in the line opposite the 26%h for the next ten days, when it was xa-

placed by the 107th Division.%®

On 12 and 14 September, as the Germans completed their retreat
into the fchel Stellung, leaving pach town in tﬁe plain ablaze as
they shandoned it, the 26th Division took over from the 15th Colonial
the front from Les Hpargss and Combies down to Thillot, putting patrols
wid bhan outposi delschamnts o wedomellle, Zauly, Champion, and Freenss-—
@i~ Wogveee St. Hidalre was belefly cooupied but proved too hot an Otitw
post to holde The 2nd Disdicunted Cavelry took over the adjacent fxont,

from Thillet down to Vignuullas.ﬁ?

6> S ‘
Benwsll, pp. 140 — 415 MHelg, ghove; Opnw Rpt 1€, V Corps, 13 Sep
(US4 in the wWe, VIII, 269).

66 : -
DR, 26th Div, 1% = 14 Sep, 15 ~ 18 Sep, 23 ~ 24 3Sep (26th Div Box 24,
32:1)5 SOI X4 = 18, 26th Div, 20 « 23 Sepe

&7 3 »
S0l &; 26th Div, 12 ~ 13 Zep (Box 9, 20.1}; FO 79, 26th Div, 05130,
14 Sep; DOR, 26th Dlv, 14 - 17 gap.
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On 16 September Cameron's V Corps headquarters, as well as Liggett's
I Corps on the far right, lait for the Meuse - Argonne front and the 26th
Division in the Watronville~ Thillet (Troyon) sector was transferred to
Blondlat's II Colonial Corps.®® It was to fight in the forgotten battle

gast of the Meuse.

“How an orgahization should NOT act

during a gas attack™

The sector taken over at the end of the St. Mihiel operation, sald
a division historlan, was an ideal one, on the crown pf a range of hills,
with the advanced posts in the towns out in the plain below.69 The 26th
Division came to doubt it, as dld the divisions that succeeded the 26th
in the Troyon sector. while the division from the heights dominated the
terrain for mlilea around, the exposed towns in the plain below were ideal
targets for enemy gas. Whether the Germans had also found them s§0 under

French domination of the heights is not known.

For ten days there was little activity, allied or enemy, as both
sides consolidated their pogitions. The 26th Division made the first
movae. As a diversion for the Meuse-— Argonne attack every division east
of the Mause was ordered tc feint with strong forces and pierce the
enemy lines, to make him think the main attack was to be launched on
Metzo The 26th Division was assigned the enemy towns of Marchéville

and Riaville, in the ehemy's Michel Stellung. These were to be assaulted

FO 80, 26th Div, 0145, 16 Sep.

69
Benwell, p. 1l64.
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on the morning of 26 Saptember and held for 24 hOurs-7O

Synchaonlzed with the flre oo ths Meuse-~ Argonne front, the artillery
preparstion for the divarsion began at 2330 on the 25th, but for lack of
amvunition wag thin by comparison with the thunder on the left- at Q530
hqura & battslion such of the 102nd gnd 103rd Infantry advanced with its
»olling barrage, heading into a thick smoks scresn put down in front of
the two towng« Impedad by mornlng fog and smokes scrzen, against enemy
arﬁiilery in o way Intimidated by the thin slix-hour bombapdment, the
&es5ault teawms of almowt 1,500 men each found the way across the plain

'cpstlya71 Concealad machine guns ripped them apart as they came th;ough
the wire and tranches intc the towns, Marcheéville changed hands four
timaq that day, Riaville at least twice. At nightfall the teams re-
Sizmed w0 the halghts, Lelaglng with thes 29 prisoners on the A3th land-
wehr and a single captured machine gun. They had lost 50 killed, 268

7
woundsd, &«nd 59 missing. 2

That night from 2300 to 0215 hours the 13th lsndwahr artillezy fired

almogt 450 large- caliber Lovroing yellow cxosp shells (mustard gas —HE)

P, = e——

FO 82, 26th Div, 1408, 20 =Zap.

73

' Rpt, Opng O, Slet FA Brio, n.d., subz Opns of Sep 26 (26th Div Box
5%, 33.8), zald the umall arwe allowsnce had to bs distributed over the
whole front 80 ag not Lo give awey the objective.

72

PR, 26th Div, 26 - 27 Sep; Lix, ©0O 10%nd Inf to CG 26th Div, 28 Sep,
aubs Rpt of alk on darchevills and Risvills; Lir, CG 26th Div o CG II
Col Corps, 29 Sep. subs Rpt on atk of Sep 26 (26th Div Box 25, 33.6).
SOI 19 ~ 20, 95 . 27 Sap, eptx just 9 prizonexrs taken.

S




into the Champlon - Saulx sector held by the 3rd Battalion, 103rd In-

1
N
-_|’.
i
3
i?
A
L
"
H

fantry {(Map. No. 5). With them were elements of the 102nd Infantry

and 103rd MG Battalion that had become separated from their organiza-

tiomduring the raids that morning. Disregarding the most elementary

rules of gas discipline, said the Division Gas Officer, these troops

demonatrated completely “how an organizaticn should not act during a

gas attack.™

EE The gas shalls, with their high HE content, had been fired over a

I six —~hour period and the concentration of mustard was therefore light.
In some cases the men weren't even ordered to mask, and in others
they were allowed %o remove their masks within fifteen minutes of
the attack. Shortly after the gas shells stopped falling, the Company
I kitchan, "in an atmosphere of gas,” served breakfast to its men and
several platoons of Company M. All the cocks and almost every man they

served were later evacuated.

Neither battalion headquarters nor the Regimental Gas Officer were
notified until 1300, almost eight hours later, and it was some time
aftex that before the Company M commander and his gas NCOs heard of the
sttack. The 3rd Battalion had no gas officer, nor did the 2nd Battalion

which replaced the 3rd that night.

When the Reglmental Gas Officer arrived not one of the officers or
men in the area had his mssk on, even though the odor of mustard gas was

strong everywhere. Although the battalion had been issued lime and had
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nad no cengnion o use S, none was svablsbles The RGO could only suggest
that the %roops be svacuated at once from the ares and wentries posted
srourd the most heavily sontaminated placess Qut of the seven platoons

of infartzymen withdrawn from the srea that evening, 165 men ware hospital
casms, most of zhaw with face and eye buznsz. Nons, apparently, had been

wounded by the M cuntent of the Loxxaina czoss ghalls.

Sevexal days later brigszds headquarters reported, wilth gongiderable
chagrin, that it had bwen informed thers had been only 25 gas casualties
ae a result of the shelling, and had not learned the true figure until
the Diviaion GCas DFflcer report was forwarded to brigade for investiga-

tion of the ges Jdlgsipline.

Horseaz were as Vulnerable to muatard gas as the men were, and
everv mustard gaz sttsck on artillery positions was almost certaln to
result in casuzitizz in the pleket line. On the morning of 29 Septembex,
approximately 24 10S.mm. yellow cross shelly fell on a battery position
of the 102nd F8 3 half mile noxrth of St. Remys Pven though_tha ﬁan and
hornse wors roftvved From Lhe lmmediztz arves st oncey 4 men in the battery
were later evasuated with burns.

Raleased $rom the pizket ling, the horses were lsd 10 5 nearby hille

tor and allowed €0 geaxs. Ssveral of the gas shells had burst thers un-

Lir, DGO o 0 2otk Ddw

¢ty o9 Seo, sub:r Bpt of (Gasz Atk Night Sep 26 =
27, 29 Sep, ;nd sbohd Sods (264 Div Box 31, &5.3); RGO sopts, nede (26th
Div Box 248); Spenser, II, 240 « 41.
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noticed and it was some hours later before the condition of the horses
was ohsexved. Two had such bad mouth, eye, and body burns that they had
to be destroyed while the remaining ten had to be evacuated during the

next woek with severs eye and boedy burns.

That night, 29 - 30 September, another Lorraine crdas hombardment
with almcst 1,200 shells hit the same areas as two nights earlies.
This time elements of the 2nd Battalion, 103xd Infantry, occupied
Champlon and almost 300 men of the 102nd Infantry lined the trenches
near Saulxe. And this time respirators were put on immediately and
kept on for two t0 six houvrs. Az so¢n as the shelling ceased, the
troops were moved out of thelr dugouts and trenches away from the
nyessd srase. Thama masenras wara furthar seeisted by the fact that
a strong wind sprang up just as the shells stopped falling and helped -

to dllute and dissipate the gas.

The Division Gaa Officer, Regimental Gas Officer, and all command-
ing officers were notified promptly, and as svon as it was daylight
the gassed areas were thoroughly decontaminated. That was how an ox-
ganization ghould act, wind or nc wind. As a result, there were just
7 gas casualtles in the 103rd and 19 in the 102nd Infantry, all beody
burns except for five who removed their masks too soon and suffered
slight eye burns. Whethex the 2 killed and 7 wounded in the division

that day were also casualties of the Lorraine c¢ross shells 1s not

Spencer, 1, 242 - 43.
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known.

Once more the sector asettled down, until 4 October when the divieion
received a speclal consignment of 1,000 yperite shells {muetard gas)
from the French. After a hasty conference with G - 2 1t was decided
to fire the yperite on a unit of 359th Austzo-~ Hungaplan troops believed
te be in the Bols d'Hazville and another of 13th lLandwehy troops in

Pintheville.

A battery of 75%s was brought down from the heights that night and
moved inte pogition northeast of Hanmnonville. Early on the morning of
the 5th, 500 of the yparite szhells were put on each of the targets and
followed by 18C HE shells, to ecatch any troope that might come into the
open. In the absence of German records it can only be sald that Gerxman
ambulances were seen later that day making ropeated trips into the woods

and toun.76

The 26th Division Infantry had cleared the secter, making way for
the 7%th D.’wision? wher: on the night of § - 10 Cctober all tha towns
from Combres down tc Hannorville and the heights above them came undex
a massive yellow c¢ross bombazdiuwont. Almost 200 men in the 79th Division

and another 200 in the 26th Division aztillsry, etill in the sector,

7%

Rpt quoted in Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 20 Nov, sub: Rpt on Recent Opns (26th
'Div Box 25, 33.6)3 DOR, 26th Div, 29 - 30 Sep. Rpk, DMGO, 1 Oct (Box 248),
said all cases were body burns, none sgeen with conjunctival or respiratory
laaions; they'd kept thelr masks on.

7€
Lte, DGO 26th Div to C CWS, 7 Oct, subs: Use of Gas against the Enemy

{26th Div Box 249, fol 3); DOR, 26th Div, 5 ~ & Oct.
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were evacuated the next morning. It was not, as was surmised, in retalia-
tion for the gas on Pintheville but a planned interdiction along the whole

German army front, to diacouxage any intentions of an attack toward Metz.

Gas Exhaustion

The 26th Divisicn went into Army reserve near Verdun on 7 October to
rest and refit. Eight days later two battalions of the 104th Iafantry
were sent to the assistance of Andlauer's 18th French Divigion in the Bois
d'Haumont. In a one=day battle in a sea of mud that cost 14 owléf 15 French
tanks and a reported 250 officers and men (120 of them to gas), the 104th

78
Infantry made little gain and fihglly withdrew to its point of departure.

Ihs next oay, 40 (ctober, whe remailning uikis of Lhe Jdivigion came
up to reserve positions near Samogneux and Haumont. Late in the day the
102nd Infantry advanced into the Bois de la Reine and Bois d'Ormont, to
complets the relief of the.ISth French. In the line on the left was the
29th Division, on the right the 26th French. Back of the regiments of

the 26th was their own artillery, heavily reenforced with French units,

RGO 102nd FA, Rpt on Gas Atk, 9 -~ 10 Oct (26th Div Box 249, fol 4);
Sibley, pe. 29935 Study No. 19, "The 79th Divielon at Montfaucon.®

FO 87, 26th Div, 1230, 6 Oct; FO 90, 2100, 13 Oct; SO 879/3, 18th
Fr Div, 1015, 14 D¢t {26th Div Box 14, 32.1); DR, 26th Div, 14 ~ 15,
17 - 18 Cct, showed 17 killed, 27 wounded in the infantry, 23 wounded
in the Engineers thai days See also RGO 104th Inf, Rpt on Gas Atk, 14 -
15 Oct (26th Dlv Box 249, fol 4); Arko 128 (lst Ldw Div) WD, 15 Oct
(GFB 141, fol IXII); lst Bn 104th Inf Rpt on actlon in support of tanks,
16 Oct (26th Div Box 52, 33.6); Siblay, p. 306; Benwell, p. 180.
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and across the Meuea several 14 - inch naval gungs looked for long = range
targets. But all this artillery wes not %o be enough against the massed
guns and the gas defense tactics of the 32nd (replaced by the 132nd on

25 October) and lgh landwshs Divisglons, of Maas Group Fast and Gzoup
79

-
Beaumopt, facing the 26th Diviaion.

The Regimental Ges Officer of the 102nd Infaniry was not happy about
the coming operation. On the way from Verdun one of his battalions had
Lean shelled with yellow cross, resulting in 47 casualtles before they
reached thely position. The strong smell of mustaxd gas everywhere in
the Ormont sector indicated repeated gassing. It was an unhealthy place

. to onBO

The whole of the sector was under an almost perpetual gas atmosphere;
with the French reta=llating in kind. If the other American divisions
ﬁssigned to XXXII French Corps were reluctant to use gas, the 26th
Division wasn't, and got small supplies almost daily. Saving up its gas
ghells, on the morning of 21 Cctober, twe days bafore its attack, the

division artillery fired three gas mieslons totaling £00 No.d shoggene

FO 91, 26th Div, 15 Oct. For dlgpogition of the 26th Div regth, sse
sketch atchd to SOI 2, 19 - 20 Ggt (26th Div Box 10, 20.1); for che for-
midable concentration of 32nd Div, lat ldw, and 15th Div arty (55 btys)
betwesn Ecurey and Chaumont, see sketch in GFB 141, fol I, p. 123. The
arrival of additional heavy arty is zptd in lst Ldw Div Weekly Ept, 22
Oct (GFB 141, fol IV, p- 73}. ' :

Itr, RGO 102nd Inf to DGO, 18 Oct, n.sy (25th Div Box 243, fol 1)
DOR, 26th Div (256th Div Box 42!1, 33015, optd 60 gassed on 17 - 18 Qct,
101 on 1B - 19 Qct.
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thells on enemy strongpoints in the Bois de Crepion, Ravin de la Hazelle,

and Ravin du Chuchu, masking the gas fire with high explosives, A mortar

Platoon of ‘the lat Gas Regiment, with the 102nd Infantry in the Bois

d'Ormont, put a total of 20 Phosgene, 75 white phosphorus, and 41 thermite
I Tounds on enemy positions on Hill 360 that day and the next. And Preced-
| ing the 45~ minute He Preparation for the attack on the morning of the
23rd, the artillery fired another 324 No. © shells into the Boig de

Crepion and Ravin du Chuchu.

Reporting these artillery gas missions to higher headquarters,
Captaln Cutler was told that the gas #i8ll had been wasted. The fire
pattern had averaged one gas shell for every 37 square meters of target,
much too little, and in each case had been put down over a period of an
hour, when it should have been known that No. 5 shell had to be fired
within two minutes or not at ali. The masking HE fire that had accom-
Panied each migsion had probably dissipated or destroyed the gas complete-
lyoal An enemy report was to say the American artillery fire that week

82
was "moderate with some gas shellg.®

Captain Cutlar's reply has not bean found, but it would appear that

the artillery, as once before, may have fired gas shell without consulting

81
Lir, DGO 26th Div to C CWS, 24 Cct, aub: Use of Arty Gas against the
Enemy; Ltr, CGO lgt Army to DGO 26th biy, 25 Oct, sub: Use of Lethal Gas
by Arty (26th Div Box 249, fol 3); Atkisszon, Rpt of Opns by lst Gas Ret,
- 27 Oct (ibid., fol 4); Spencer, 1I, 249 ff.

82
A8t Ldw Div, Weekly Rpt, 29 Oct (GFB 141, Fol II, p. 95).

sl ne e Ry
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hime It 4s aleo apparent that the CWS mznualas, "Instructions on the Ure
of Chemical Zhell by Artillexy" (January 1918) and *Instructions regard-

ing Usz of Gas Shella™ {July 1918}, had not been consulted, although both

had been lasued to tha diviaion.ea

The morzle of the division, undermined by menths of almost contin-
uous front llne duty and little praise for its efforts, was badly jolted
when on 22 October General Edwards received unexpectad oxders relieving
him of his command. Under a new AEF policy, it was sald, he was to be
the first of a number of commandsrs returred to the States in order to
train naw divisiona. Two days later Brig. Gen. Frank E. Bamford, from
the lst Divieion, sssumad command. Meaauring a division®s achievements
by its losses (Bamford pointed with pride to a mythical 33,000 casualties
in the let Division), he had allegedly been sent by higher headquarters
to promote aggressiveness in the 26th Division-a¢

Gereral Ramford had not yet taken over when on the morning of 23
Cotobar two battalions of the 1014 Infantry, with the 29th Diwisien
ot their left, attacked fros Mollevilla ravine. The two divisions,
working wholly uphill, had been orderad to cleaxr Lthe helghts between
Pylon d'Etzaves, Belleu Bols, and Boisg de Moirey, the-easternmost ridge

of the haights of the Mmuae I the sscior (Map No. 6)-85

o

oN , o
Lz, DE0 26th Div to C Cws, 14 Sep, sub: Clee ltrs, memos and so

forth (26th Div Box 249, fol 3), llsted over 70 items recd from the

Offize of the Chlef CWS since 3 Dec 1917, including thess manuals.

Sibley, pp. 75, 308, 323.
85

de Meuse,® po. 42 ££,
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FQ 92, 26th Div, 0100, 21 Ogts Sae Study No. 17 "The 29th Division
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Prataded by a preparation of Jjuet 324 gas shells and 30,000 HE
shellas, convexging battalions of ths 10lat Infantry c¢leaved the Bols
des Chenes and Belleu Bols, only to be driven out of Belleu that night
by imtenss artillexy and machine qun fire. Advancing south from the
Sois des Chénes, the 102nd Infaniry was stopped cold on ths slopes
of Hill 360 in the Bole d'Ormont.86 The 52nd Brigade remained in place,

protecting the right #lank of the division.

Casgaltiaa in the 5lat Brigade ware extremely feavy, G - 3 rxeported,
owing to the deadly machine gun fire of the German defenders on every
height and in every woed. Gas attack reports filed every day that week
showed almost continual heavy gas fire but few or no casualties at the
time of the reports. Nevertheless gas cases arrived in great numbers
at the triages and gas hospitals and were soon to exceed by far the

. a7
machine gun casualties.

On the afternoon of the 24th, with 2 smoke screen of 800 white phog-~
phorus shells laid to the right of the Fols d'Heumont, a fresh battalion
of the 10lst Infantry assaulted Belleu Bols again and two battalions of

the 102nd returned to the attack on Hiil 360. General Bamford saw hia

a6

FO 93, 1915, 23 Oct3 32nd Diy Order Ia 903 amd Weekly Rpt 23 Oct
(GEB 214, fol I, pp. 28, 34); Bamford, Rpt of 26th Div, A-M Opn, 23 -
57 Cet, 18 Nov {26th Div Box 25, 33.7), sald the bn withdrew from
Ballen vithout orderes

a7

DOR, 26th Div, 23 - 24 Oct; Gas Atk Rpte, 21 w 28 Oct (26th Div Box
24%, fol 4).
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casualties grow without the gain of a yard. Through the next two days,
despite repeated artillery preparations and troop reenforcements, the
enemy could not be budged. Not until the afterncon of 27 October, fol-
lowing a massive artillery preparation, did the lasﬁ of Dlst Brigade
regsources and a battalion of the 104th Infantry finally take and hold

a wedge in Belleu Baia.aa To thae south, a merciless enemy bombardmeht,
estimated at 10,000 shells, on the troops at HLll 360 *destroyed or
scattored the meager groups who had driven through* to the slopa (Map

No. 7).8g

when zbout noon on 27 October suspected counterattack forces were
obgserved in the ravine above the Bols de Crepion and in the Ravin de
Chuchu, the field guns fired a concentration of 520 No. 4 hydrocyanic
acid shells, 80 No. 7 chlorpiczrin, and 32 No. D phosgene into each
ravine. There was no counterattack, and prisoners were quoted as saying

90
that 20 deaths and over 100 evacuations resulted from the gas. Since

88

The remaing of the 101st Inf was estimated at 6 officers and 451
rifles. Ltr, Med Off 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Div, 29 Oct, sub: Pre-
lim zept on atke..on Belleu Bois {26th Div Box 39, 33.6).

89
Bamford Rgt, 18 Nov, above- See Msgs, 102nd Inf, 27 Oct (26th Div

Box 43, 32.16
0

S0I 10, 26th Div, 27 - 28 Oct (26th Div Box 9, 20.1); Ltr, DGO

26th Div to C CWS, 28 Qct, sub: Use of Arty Gas against the Enemy (26th
Div Box 249, fol 3}; Ltr, DGO to C CwS, 20 Nov, sub: Rpt on Recent Opns
(26th Div Box 25 33.6).

Bvidence of the odd lots of gas recd by the 26th Div is an undated
10lat FA memo, probably written about this time, acknowledging receipt of
61 No. & cipalite shells, 450 No. 7 chlorpicrin, 65 No. 8 papite, and 10
No. 12 fraissite shells, gll lachrymators (26th Div Box 249, fol 4).
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hydrocyvanic acid wae practiczlly woxrthloess in the field, and the amounts
of chlorpicrin and phosgene fired were too small to be effectlve, it is
highly doubtful whether these concentrations stopped anything. An im-
presslon of poor results from such use of gas, expressed later by the
divigion artillery conmandar, was probably more correct:

From interrogation of prigoners it would geom that oux gas zoncentrations
were no% partisularly effective, all the prigoners stating that they much
preferred to be umder our gas than our shell fire. The ineffectiveness
of our gas Ray have been due to the fact that the enemy had very deep and
good dUQOUﬁSIaNd was subseguently ablé to protect himself effectively
against it.

Allowing for the natural preference of the artillery for HE, and doubt

about the superiocr gas proof'quality of German dugouts, the conclusion,

considering the gas made avallable to the 26th Division, is valid.

The fighting died down on the a¥terncon of the 27th and the diyision
remiined in place over the next four days. Some seven months later a
militaxy observer found the "U. S. line from [Bois d*Ormont J along Bois
d "Haumont [clearly marked by the littex of ] equipment, including helmets,
. belts, ghelter halves, all kinds of grenades, rifle grenades, rifles,
Chauchats, Hotchkisgs ammunition, litters, ration boxes, respirators,

etc."92

91
Rpt, Cel O. W+ B. Farr, CO S5lst FA Brig, 17 Nov, sub: Rpt of Opnse..
Oct 15 to Nov 11 {26th Div Box 59, 33.6).

92

Lt Col John Magruder, Field Notss on 26th Div (pns East of Meuce,
May 1918 (26th Div Box 7, 18.8).
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On 31 Octobex, as the 79éh Division arrived to relieve the 104th
Infantry in Belleu and Chénes woods and the 101st and 102nd Infantry in
thie Bols de la Reine,; the'divluion counted its ioazés for those eight
daysags At least 163 wexe known to be dead, 1,790 wounded, and 515
gassed. Estimating alm0§t 200 miasing and presumed capturgd, there
etill remained ovar 1,900 unaccounted fore By 5 Novembex, €49 of the
unaccountad f0r had been locatad in 29th Division hoapitgla. Tha other

' - 94
850, straqglors for the most part, were back in thelr organizations.

The scanty xecozds of the three Gezman dlvisions that faced the 26th
that week support the sxperiance recorded by the Yankes Division- The
1gt Igndwehr Division, entrenched from the Bois d*Ormont south, reported
logses of Just 140 men- Its field strength on 29 October totaled 148
officers and 4,879 men, manning il heavy machine guna and 24 ght

95 .
machine guns. The 26th Divislon bad attacked a wall of machine guns.

The weather during the sesond hslf of Octuber, sald the éggﬂkggg#gg;,
had been very bad, making a morass of {he heavy glay wasth in the sector
and filling dugouts and trenches knee-deaep with sud. The sucgesaful
defenss against the 26th Division had ralsed the morale of the divisicn

considerably, but a weak later, on & November, it had sunk sgain, owing

94 o '
 FO 97, 26th Div, 30 Oct: DOR, 2€th Div, 31 Oct - 5 Nov.

9%
1st Ldw Dly Weekly Rpts, 2% and 25 Cot (GFD 141, fol II. pp. 72, 9%5).




to reports of the political situation at home, general exhaustion, ppor
Shelter, the tensiong of the front line, and particularly “the constant
shorts of ocur own avxtillery.” The German divisicon needed a long perioq
of rest before i1t could again be useful as a line-holding unit, *"prefer—

ably in another sectorﬁ"96

In the attack of the 29th and 26th Divisions on 23 -« 27 O¢tober,

one of the three regiments of the 32nd Division reported losses of 36
killed, 78 wounded, and 77 missing, many of the latter presumed left
dead or wounded in the woodSog? The 122nd Division, replacing the 32nd
on 253 ¢tober, reported 58 killed, 223 wounded, and 48 missing in the
division over the next six days. Like the lgt Landwehr and the 32nd
pPivigiong, the 192nd was virtually a solid machine gun unit, with 114
heavias and 191 lights, manned by 1,670 effectives in its three regi-
ments«g8 Even this was not enough. when under heavy attack, and in the
492nd. as in the 32nd earlier, labor and supply train personnel had been

brovght up 99
arepeatedly to strengthen tha units fighting in the line.

S _
34th Briq, 1t Ldw Div WD, 31 Oct, 5 Nov (GFB 141, fol II, pp. 55, 107).

97
103rd Regt, 32nd Div WD, 23 - 26 Cct (GFB 184, fol IIl}. Losses for the
menth, 9 -~ 26 Oct, totalad 798 in the regt.

98
19 nd Div Weekly Rpts, 31 Oct, 6 Nov (GFB 214, fol I, pp. 76 - 7,
- 17},

99
32nd Dlv Weekly Rpt, 23 Qct; 192nd Div Order Ia 7127, 1 Nov (both in

GFB 214, fol I, pp. 34, 98 - 9).
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Sometime just priox to its relief, the Division Inspectox, Col. Horace
P. Hobbs, with supporting evidence of the Division Surgeon and Division
Psychiatrist, s sald to have described the morale of the division as
low, th& men "shell shy,” and in such a state of exhaustion as to be unfit
even for defensive operations.loo Genaral Bamford's vocal opinion of the
division did not help morale, nor did his removal of Colonel Logan, the
101st Infantry commander, cn 2% October. But the final and utter exhaus-
tion of the division was attributed by the Division Gas Officer to the
"marked determination of the enemy to neutralize cur activity by means
of extensive and almost continuous use of gas.” (i -~ 2 agreed, saying
that the enemy made "use of all his avaliable resources in order to
prevent our breaking through in this sector®-- a circumlocution met
before in staff reports meaning the troops had been stopped by gas-101
The succession of winding ravines in the sector, the woods, roads
and back areas, "remarkable adapted to the use of gas,™ sald Captain Cut-
ler, had been heavily shellaed with blue cross and mustard gas night and
day« "Due to fhe tagtlcal situstion and wide awscas affected, removal
of the trooPs was not alwavs practical;” though the artillery had made
frequent temporary evacuations of thelr positions. “Practically evexy
man in the forward area Lwas] more or less exposad to gas,* and “the
long periods of euposure...and wearing the respirator, together with the

activity necessary, .wore] the men out, reduced their endurance, and in-

Siblay; Po 325.
igl
S01 $, 25 - 26 Oct.
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102
creased thelr chances for getting gassed.™

On the baslis of G - 3 daily reports, Captain Cutler reported division
Casualties in the period 15 to 31 October as 261 killed, 1,831 wounded,
674 gassed, and 231 missing (¢f. p. 55). Ameng the 674, he was certain,
ware a number professing to be gassed who hadn®t been, or who haﬁ "in-
tentionally slightly gassed themselves in order tc be evacuated.”
Cutler's figures are at considerable variance with hospital admission
data which show approximately 1,287 wounded and 1,229 gassed in that
period, and with the report of Maj. Robext E. DeCeu, Division Medical
Gas Officer, who reported 1,332 gas casualties in October, excluding

the "considerable number of cases entering the triage with gas diagno-

P L T N T T T S Sy i S T . I S TR
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Among these latter were an officer and 95 men with bad cases of
"gas fright," who during an advance had "turned back aftaer a brisk
bombardment with arsenical shell evidently." Seventy-nine of the group

were returned to duty the next day.

Almost all the 1,332 were evacuation cases, with mustard gas effects
or respiratory distress from diphenylchlorcarsine predominating ameng

their symptoms. Half or more of the evacuees were Tiflemen who had been

2
Ltz, DGO 26th Div to C CWS, 5 Nov, sub: Rpt on Gas Casualties in
Verdun sector (26th Div Box 249, fol 6); Ltr DGO to C CWS, 20 Nov, sub:
Rpt on Recent Opns (26th Div Box 25, 33.6), itemized almost ‘daily gas atks
from 17 Sep to 7 Nov, resulting in 1,428 gas casualties and 3 gas deaths.
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gaagad whils sheltaring in dugouts or had been in close proximity to burgt-

ing gus shells. The remalndar for the mogt part wers runners, signal men,

oo 03
membars of rptlon and weiter dotalle, and litter bearars.l

2). ey compaion”

whei: the 79th came in, the Blat Brlgade, 26th Division, withdrew
slightly, spent several davs revrganizing the command, and then gwung
around %o the right of the 52nd #rlgade, taking over French positions from
the Bois &'Haumont through the Bols das Caures down to Baaumont-lo4

Except for reconnzizzance patrols and some further light gas fiée by
the 20th Diviglon artillery, »oundly returned, there wss little activity
until 7 November when word came that the enemy was preparing to withdruw-los
Beldwiws of the ensiey’s lntenllon wes Lhe bombazdnent of the 26th Divislon
front iine and battery positions esrly that morning with an estimgted
3; 00 vellow cxoss shells and at least twice as many HE. Regimental gas
officers zeported the bombaydmant as four separate attacks, probably re-

sulting In soms dupliestion of the gas shell woumi, bub theis seport of but

103 o

Lte, DMGO to Col Sllchalst Mad Diz OWS, 23 Nov, stb: Rpt of DMGO. 26th
Div for Oct and Now {(26th Div Boe 248, fol 6): Lte, DEO 26th Div to C CHS,
5 Nov, abowe. Note: Spancezr, 17, 247 = 51, rpts but three gas atks in the
paricd 21 - 31 Oct; with o tota} of 13 gas caasltiss.

104

105

Lty LGO 26th Div to © CWS, 7 Nov, sub: Use of Arty Gas against the
Enemy (26th Diw Box 749, fo) 3)s snid a total of 257 No. 5 and 110 No. 7
tear gas shells wore firsd on 4 -~ 5 Hov on three snemy targets, all in
one ~minute concentrations, follswed hy HE and shrapnel. ‘
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9 casualties, all in the 102nd Field Artillery, was premature and mis-
106

leading {Map Ne. 8). The German 15th Division reported firing 2,500

rounds ¢f yellow cross alone on new battery pgsitiona it had logated

7
south of Mormont Farm.lo

Gas casualties for the period 1 — 6 November, from delayed effects
of the gas in the Ormont - Haumont sector and the incessant gassing with
green and blue cross by lst landwehr Division artillery, were reported
by the Division Medical Gas Officer as totaling 342. From 7 to 10 Nov-
amber, Major de Ceu reportaed an additlonal 113 gas cases, most of them
presumakly from the mustard gas fired by the enemy to cover his with-

108
drawal.

Patrols on the night of the 7th and the next morning found that
the enemy had indeed left the immediate front. In the forenoon his
troops in full marching equipment were seen moving east towards Flabas.

A yeneral advance was ordered.

With regiments in line and scoute out front, the division moved

out late on the morning of 9 November, with orders "to maintain genersl

106

Rpts on Gag Atk, 8 Nov (26th Div Box 249, fol 4); Spencer, II, 252 -
57. SO0I 20, 26th Div, 6 ~ 7 Nov, rptd 1,486 gas shells including 1,000
yellow ¢cross on the artillery. SOI, 102nd Inf, 6 — 7 Nov (26th Div Box
41, 20.7), rptd 1,750 gas shells in its sector.

107
15th piv Opns Rpt, 6 - 7 Nov (GFB 167, fol I, p. 113).

108 :
Ltr, DMGO to Med Dir CWS, 23 Nov (26th Div Box 249, fol 6); 1lst
Lgw Div Orders, 29 and 30 Oct (in 192nd Div records, GFB 214, fol I,
pp. 81 - 83); Rpts, 96th Ldw FAR, Is% Ldw Div, 1 - 7 Nov (GFB 141, fol II).
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pressure and vigorous pursuit of the retreating enemy." But spirits were
low, results were meager, and that night was spent in reorganizing the
line.109 As a division historlan said, the men were exhausted aftex
fighting for three weeks under continual rain;-with scanty food, and
little or no shelter. They had been gassed and shelled heavily. And
their "regimental and brigade cosmanders had been sent away, and strang-
ers had been put in their plapes-"llo He referred to the relief of
Colonel Logan of the 10lst Infantry on 25 O¢ctober, to the relief of
Colonal Hume of the 103rd Infantry on 6 November, and of Brigadier Gen-
eral Cole of the 52nd Brigade on 8 November, the latter two for failing
to prevent allaeged fraternization with enemy troops in early November.

111
(A1l three officers wers to be exonersted.)

In at least one case, said the dlivision historian, a new commarler
had the greatest difficulty in getting any response from his men. Not
even a thousand replacements that came into the l0lst and 102nd Infantry
on 8 November could maks these regiments effective agaln, particularly

when all knew that an. zrmistice was days or even hours away-llQ

109
FO 100, 26th Div, 7 Nov; FO 103, 1730, 9 Nov; Ltr, CO 10lst Inf to

CO 51st Brig, 17 Nov, sub: Opns Rpt of 10lst Inf, Nov 8 = 11, and atchd
docs (26th Div Box 39, 33.6).

110
Sibley, p. 318.

111 .
For fraternization, see Rpt...l1l02nd Inf, 19 Oct (26th Div Box 41,

22.9) and 103xd Inf docs in 26th Div Box 46. 24.9.

112
Sib ley, p. 318.

- 62 -




\ The stubborn reglment was the 10lst, which was reported “shatterede
by enemy rearguard action and had to be withdrawn from the line on the
night of 10 November. Qr as Colonsl Hobbs, the Division Inspector made '
regimental cormander, sald, “Stragoling was very béd and I was able to
mustar anly 240 men én the firing line from the entire regiment during
the opezations." The other regiments made better progress that day,
reachling the road directly south of Chaumont, in line with the 79th

113
Dlvision, before coming to a halt.

The ordexs of the French corps on the night of 10 November for an
advance beyond OUrnes weres sald to have been set forth with all the
sarnestnags of the beginning of a new campaign."ll4 But early the
next morning the attack was called off, then ordared on again, and
sometime aften 1040 hours. as both hostdle and friendly artillery
appeared to be firing at random all the ammuniiion at their guns, the
troops advanced sufficliently to straighten the division front. The
casualties that morning were said to have been laxgely the reault of

11%
the haphgzerd fire.

Camualtiss durlng ths elaven days of Neowember, whils the division

‘ patrollied and then followed a zetiezting enemy, wors over 400 killed

113

; Ma] Cen Henry C. Hale, CG Z6th Div, Rpt of Opnz...7 - 11 Nov, 22 Nov
1 (26th Div Box 25, 33.7); Rpt of Col H, P. Hobbs, CO 10Lst Inf, 27 Nov
{(26th Div Box 39, 33.6}.

1lq
Sibley, p« 319; FO 10%, 26%h Div, 2100, 10 Nov.

115
Sibley, p« 340,
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and wounded and close to 500 gassed, according to Medical Department data.

The Division Medical Gas Officer reported 455 gas casualties that month.

‘The balance were doubtless in adj)acent division hospita15o116 Soon after

the Armistice the division was relieved by French troops and marched to
the rear to begin the long wait. Before Christmas the men who had been
captured at Seicheprey and at Trugney that spring and summer were back

with the division. In Maxch 1919 the division was homeward bound.

116 '
Analysls, p. 653 Ltr, DMGO to Med Dir CWS, 23 Nov, sub: Rpt of DMGO

26th Div, months of Oct & Nov {Med Dept Box 3586, fol 25).
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ANSLYSIS

Hattle Casuplties

The total casusltles of the 26th Division during its 200 days in the
line was reported by Ayres in 1919 as 15,168 killed and wounded, the high-
est recorded for the division. The lowsst tetal, 11,078, but obviously in-

complete, was that reported by the Battle Monumants Commlssion in 1944
117

{Table Mo. 1).

Table No. 1

BATTLE MONUMENTS SUMMARY OF
26th DIVISION CASUALTIES DY ENGAGEMENTS

Date Killed Wounded
Chemin des Dames sector 6 Feb - 20 Mar {not given)
Toul sector 31 Mar - 23 Jun {not given)
Pas Fini sector 3«17 Jul 137 899
Alsne - Maxrne offensive 18 -~ 3] Jul 623 3,272
Attached units 21 - 51 Ml 30 119
Rupt sector : 5 - 1l 3eu 1 az
St. Mihial offsnsive 12 - & sep 104 370
Attached units 5 w 16 Sep o 5
Troyon sectox 17 Sep -~ 9 Oot 13% 6h0
Mouse - Argonne offensive 12 - 31 Oct 729 3,104
Meuse ~ Argonne offensive 1. 11 Nov 92 756
1,860 9,218 =
TOTAL 11,078
117
Ayres, The Nar With Germony: A Statlietics) Summary {Washington: GPO,
iglﬁigé PP+ 115 - 17; 26%h Div sum of Opns ?’waahingtonz GPO, 1944), pp. 21,
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Betwesn these extreme totals are two sets of figures arrived at by

tabulation of data found in Division Adjutant records and in Medical

118
Department statistics (Table No. 2)e

Table No. 2

COMPARISON' OF DIVISION ADJUTANT
AMD MEDICAL DEFT DATA

Month Division Adjutanf Data | Medical DePfHData_

1918  Killed Wounded Gassed Missing | Killed Wounded Gassed
Jan w—— — — —y 0 -‘."-7 - 1
Feb 1z 61 27 1l 9 32 iz
March 18 52 283 0 5 97 496
April 148 504 250 182 l46 328 184
May 67 151 226 LY 26 219 465
June 89 259 875 3 63 339 531
July 536 1,879 898 78 527 2,401 1,908
Aug 192 1,167 433 40 5 148 51
Sep 168 70% 0 i6 151 783 285
Oet 255 . 813 336 09 504 1,729 1,398
Nov 292 B82S 0 213 56 356 484
1,$38 6,416 3,328 649 1,492 6,638 5,815
Total casualtles exclusive Total casuvalties =~
of missing - 11,522 12,945

X later report of the Division Personnel Adjutant showed revised
total casualties as 1,785 killed, 6,763 wounded, 4,130 gassed, and 645

119 o
missing. Despite certain discrepancies between Medical Depariment data

118

Haj Ce As Stevens, Div Adj, Rpt of Casualties (based on daily casual-
_ty telegrams), 24 Dec 1918 (26th Div Box 191, 319.1 Misc)s Medical Depart
ment. o U.§: Army in the World wex, XV, ﬂﬁ%iﬁssa, Part 11, Medical
_g@;},@gﬂxgkfmshington, DeC., 1925), pp. 1030 ff. Note: Med
Dept data coverg inf, mg bna, arty, and enginears only.

119
Ltr, DPA to TAG AEF, 8 Mar 1919, subi Hist of Stat Sec, 26th Div
(26th Div Box 5, 1l. 1) _
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(particularly in gas casualiles) wnd the events examined in the present
study, 1t is probabls that the Medical Dapartment figures are the most

. 120
accuzate available.

Gaa Casunltias

if General Famford, whe commnandad tis 26th Division for three weeks,
was right about high eseualties baing the measure of 3 division's achleve-

mants, then the 26th won the ges war in the ALF.

With the rscoeds availabls io him, Spenser recorded 3,112 gss castal-
tles in the lst Divigion as the result of 35 gas attacks in the ten months
batwaen Februaxy and Rovember 1918, and just 1,615 gas cases in the 26th’
Division as the result of 38 gas attacks in the same period. Both
divislons mavy haves undergone almost twice as many gas attacks as Spencer
found, and cextainly tock far more géa casualtlies than his collection of

repoTis showad.

Offficial Madical Department stallstics zevsal thz more Probable
total of 5,815 gas deswesitiss in dhs 204k Sivfaion, 9,976 in 1ths 1st
Division, Followsd Ly 2,631 in the 2894k Division, and 2,894 in the 3xd

Division.

Cne reason Ffor the disparxity betwoen Shennser¥s tolals snd Medical

120
Cfe narvative, pp. 1% - 16, 27
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Department flgures was the method of reporting. Division gas officers
reported gas attacks on the day they occurred and took no account of
delayed casualties, as division medical personnel did. Furthermore,

Captain Cutler, llke most division gas officers, made a serious effort

to minimize the number of gas cases. He saw more malingerers than therxe
really were, and persisted in this attitude despite the testimony of the
Division Medical Gas Officer as to the real numbers of gas cases {narra-

tive, P 58,)-

Cutler®s attitude towards gas and gas casualtles seems summed up
in a remark he made in one of his reports that he had been with the
troops as observer in 3C out of 37 gas attacks in thé Toul sector, wear-
ing the respirator under the same ccnﬁitions as the troops themselves.
He felt it was good for the men to ses him among them, and it demon-
strated that if, with proper precautions, he could outlast gas, so
could they-lzl But Captain Cutler's example was not the same thing as
being in the area at the moment of the gas attack, or having to prepare

for an expaected ensmy attack while masked.

On the other hand, Cutler appears to¢ have kept singularly complete . R

records (though some are nc longer available), and while he seems not to
have made full use of them in his summary reports, his Assistant DGO,
1st Lt. K. P. Ribble dids In a post-war account Ribble reported 1,906

gas cases in July, 188 in the last week of September, 1,435 in O¢tober

121

Ltr, DGO to CWS and CGO lst Army, 25 Nov, sub: Rpt on Gas Opns,
Accomplishments, etc. (lst Army Box 340). Cf, Msg, RGO 102nd Inf to
DGO, 1800, 26 Sep (26th Div Box 248), reporting 20 mustard gas shells
back of Saulx, ended: "You dug out just in time.*
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(the result of 11,272 gas shells), and 585 in Nowember (the result of

3,742 gas shells).122

The gas experience of the 26th Division, as of the whole AEF, was
almost entirely different in the last two months of the war from any-
thing it had experienced earlier. Until October gas attacks were Just
that ~ - isolated evants in which a unilt wae hit with a gas concentration
and then left in mors or less peacs to iecovar from the experience. In
the last two months gas warfare began to approximets the pattern of HE
fire ~ - continuous gas shelling punctuated by bombazrdments to reestablish
a high level of offectiveness. And it was then that gas proved its extra-
ordinary suberiority over HE in producing mental as well as physical casual-
tiess By then prebably every division in the AEF had, through bitter ex~
perlance, learned as much gas discipline as it was zver going to, but it

was simply not enough. As Lieutenant Ribble sald, echoing Captain Cutler

~&nd ¢ther divisien gse officers in the AEF, "The great number of casusl-

“ties was caused more by fatigue and reduced morale from being in gas conw

tinuougly rather thsn from any lack of gas dia@i?liﬁa»”lga

The experlence of Ocitobar and November is indisstsd in Table Noo 3,

which shows the dally gassed and wounded admitted to the dlvision hoapitals%24

122
Ltr, Ribble, DGO 26th Dlv o C CW3, 20 Jan 191%, subk: RApt on Gas

Activities (l¢t Arvmy Box 340).

123
Ltr, Ribble, DGO 26tk Niv to © CWS, 20 Jan 1919, sub: Bpt on Gas
Activities (lst Army Box 340).

124

2 Admission licts of 26th Div FH 101 (Med Dept Box 3609), FH 102 (Med

Dept Box 3612), FH 164 (Med Dept Box 361’?3; 59th Div FH 114 (MedDebt Box

2b50;; 33rd Div FH 132 (Med Dept Box 3714)3 79th Div FH 514 {Med Dept Box
3873), FH 315 {Med Dept Box 3875), FH 316 (Med Usigt Box 3876).
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Table No. 3

26th DIVISION CASUALTIES IN FIELD HOSPITAL LISTS

0 nf 10 104th Inf Oth Total
Date 1 UJ;‘st IGf 1 End Ief wﬁrd Iaf Oﬁt n yothex wrotal,
26 Sep 7 0 30 0 7 0 0 0 12 0 56 0
27 Sep 1 1 61 o0 35 0 0 0 19 0 116 1
28 Sep 5 3 4 145 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 148
28 Sep 8 2 3 15 g 0 ? 0 % 3 ia %0
30 Se 2 0 4 12 ‘
P B ot
1 Oct 0 2 0 18 2 4 0 0 2 0 4 24
2 Oct 0 0 0 2 1 2 0 0 2 0 3 4
3 Oct 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 2
4 Oct 1 0 5 2 0 8 1 0 0 0 7 10
5 Oct 0 0 1 1 0 6 0 0 0 0 1 7
6 Oct 0 0 ) 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1
7 Oct 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
8 Oct 0 o] 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
9 Oct 0 0 0 22 1 0 1 1 0 0 2 .23
10 Qct 0 0 0 28 0 1 0 0. 0 73 0 102
11 Oct o 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 2 138 2 141
12 Oct 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 47 0 49
13 Gct e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 © 0 0
14 Oct 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0o 0 0 2
15 Oct 1 0 0 0 0 0 26 134 19 5 46 139
16 Oct 0- Q 0 0 0 0 21 6 0 2 21 8
17 et 2 .1 0 sl 1 0 101 12 4 13 108 77
18 Oct 1 1 2 4l 3 0 13 6 0 1 19 49
19 Oct 1 0 5 1 4 0 2 5 3 0 15 6
20 Oct 0 0 1 9 0 12 4 2 0 4 5 27
21 Cct 9 0 7 6 2 0 11 2 9 4 8 I2
22 Oct 5 2 12 1 0 0 4 0 0 6 21 9
23 Oct 157 38 41 18 5 0 10 10 2 8 239 74
24 Oct 28 58 39 20 3 1l 4 1 15 20 80 110
250t 49 58 93 24 4 2 3 12 6 5 155 101
26 Oct 8 2 33 18 11 4 2 2 2 11 5 60
27 0ct 22 22 9% 26 20 g 1 7 20 8 159 72
280t 4 21 119 50 16 27 37 31 19 17 236 146
29 Oct 7 14 16 &0 3 19 9 31 5 29 40 153
30 Oct 2 10 4 49 0 17 4 14 5 16 15 106
31 Oct 1 1 7 48 3 38 6 701 17 34 _ 119
1,319 1,639
1 Nov 1 8 3 43 5 20 3 8 7 45 19 124
2 Nov 1 6 0 7 0 8 2 8 1 25 4 48
3 Nov 0 3 2 9 2 8 0 10 6 3 10 33
4 Nov 3 ol 1 6 13 14 0 10 727 24 57
5 Nov 1 0 3 3 1 11 0 1 4 9 9 24
& Nov 0 1 1 3 1 5 0 2 1 3 2
7 Nov 0 2. 2 5 9 5 2 5 2 6 15 23
8 Nov 0 0 0 4 C 3 6 2 0 18 6 27
3 Nov 22 3 4 19 24 2 25 6 4 7 79 37
10 Nov 23 2 16 5 36 5 o7 3 7 32 109 47
11 Nov 0 0 0 1l 0 9 ] 6 0 8 _0 .34
278 474




Of thess casualties, 13 wounded and 495 gassed were found in 29th
Division and 79th Division hospital records. No distinction is possgible
between machine gun and rifle casualties and artillery shell casualties,
but it is probable, considering the nature of the fighting on the hills
and in the ravines of the sector, that they may be almost equally divided.

These same hospital lists also show 141 exhaustion cases and 103
PN (psychoneurosis) cases between 17 and 31 October but do not distin-
guish between thoge suffering from gas or gas mask exhaustion gnd from
shell fire or battle exhaustion. The vile weather during the period
and the conditions of combat are represented in the 71 trench foot cases

admitted in that same period.

Of interest is the wide disparity between gas casualty counts for
October and November. The Division Adjutant found 336, the Medical
Department ghows 1,832 (Table No. 2). Lieutenant Ribble reported 2,020

(narrative, p. 68), and hospital recerds show 2,113 (Table No. 2).

G- 2 and DGO dats found 1n the narrative give no clue 4o s
probable number of gas shells fired by the enemy in Octobeﬁ arngd Mo ame
ber, and Ribble's count of 15,014 for those two months must suffice.
On the basis of his total of 2,02C gas cases, 7.4 gas shells wore
required for each casualty. Accepting the Medical Department tntal of

1,882, 8 gas shells were necessary to produce a castaliy.
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The rivalry between the lst and 26th Divisions, implicit when it
is not made explicit in the records, began with the original plan to have
these two divisions fepm the first American Axmy corps in France. It was
perhaps inevitable that the Natlonal Guard division could not stand the
comparison. Baiting the division began when it relieved the lst Division
in the Toul sector on 1 April. 1lst Division complained to higher head-
quarters'that the 26th made a mess of the relief, and the suspicion of

incompetence planted then became rooted with the Seicheprey affair.

It is possible, as General Edwards said of the Toul front, that the
French insisted on large forces being maintained in the outposts (nar-
rative, p. 10}, even when a bombardment warned of a coming raid or at-
tack. The Germans lun§ before that had learned to withdraw the bulk of
their outpost forces before an attack, but the French did not learn to

do it until July.

Unlike the lst Division, the 26th obeyed French orders. And as
late as September, still under French oxders, the 26th Division again
occupied in force an outpost zone, out in the Woevre plain of the Troyon
sector, and suffered for it. Other divisions learned to circumvent

French orders, but not the 26th.

The gas bombardment preceding the Seicheprey raid created havoc,
as it was intended to, if not high casualties. It was the same kind,

if not degree, of preparation used by the Germsns in their March attack
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COMBINED AAMS AESEARCH LIARARY
FORT LEAYENWORTH, kS

The distinction that the 26th Division holds in CWS recoxds, of hav-
ing the largest gas shoot by the lst Gas Regiment fired on its front
(narrative, p. 27 ~ 8), is diminished by the congsequences of the enemy
retaliation, when the division artillexry failed to support the shoot
adequately. It was one of the first independént shotts of the gas regi-
ment, and'probably because of the vielent reaction of the enemy, the
last: Yet no one was to suggest that greater cooperation and cooxrdina-
tion should have existed between the gas trOOPs. the infantry, and the
artlllery. The PBnglish and Germans learned to use their gas troops with
conspicuous success, and the AEF might have as well had the war continued

into 1919.

The gas experience of the AEF during the last two months of the war,
discussed in the previous section, pointed up a lesson and problem that
was never faceds Troops might be chewed out or even threatened with
éourt—martialfor gas discipline infractions during a specific gas at«
tack, but officers and men alike were helplessly vulnergble under pro-
longed or continuous gassing. A new and more comfortable mask was on
its way as the Armistice was signed, but it is doubtful whether even
this would have provided profection against heavy gassing over a period

of two or more days and nights in a xow,offgﬂweek in a gas atmosphere.

It is likely that had the war coﬁtinuad, time would have been
found for further training in wearing the mask for long perlods of time
under combat conditions, and more frequent reliefs of companies and bat-

talions would have been the rule rat$er than the exveptlon.
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