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THE 3rd DIVISION AT CHATEAU THIERRY

. July 1918

The threat of disaster on the Western Ffon£ preseﬁted by the
great German offensives ih the spring of 1918 precipitated American
forces, then tiainlng in Erance, into battie sdme months before they were
considered teidy. The 1st and 2nd Divisions, committed in April and June,
and the 4th and 26th Divisions, put in the line early in July, did mot
meet any of these offensives head on. Onlyﬂthé 3rd and 42nd Divisions,
at the Marne, had that experience. The present study records how the 3rd

Division met the German offensive ¢f 15 July 1918,

The tendency of higher headquarters during World War I to expect
more éf'Regqlar Army divisions than of guard or draft divisions does not
seem to have been justified in the case of the 3rd Division. Its Regqular
Army compiemsni was not much greater than in National Guard or National
Atky divisions in the AEF. It was limited to the division and brigade head-
quarters staffs and to one Regular Army officer in each coﬁpany.1
And despite its Regular Army status, the division was prébably less ready
for combat than any other that had arrived in France up to that time. In

addition, it had both leadership and disclpline probleas, graphically

1.

Maj Frederic V. Hemenway, Div Hist (Andernach-an-der-Rhine, 1 Feb
1519), p. 1. This 397-page work by unit historians will be cited
hereafter as History. IR




described by its highly a:zi:ulate Chief of staff.-2 These . oved to be -
well-nigh insuperable factor: in the performance of ti = divi§Ioh.

,f The event frem which tie 3r4 Division seems never to have wholly
recovered was the gas bcmkardment of 15 July 1918. That morning, in prepara-
tion for the fifth and last German offensive, the German Seventh, First and

Third Armies put down a four-hour ga:z and high explosive bombardmgnt on an

Vattack front'of almOst l20 kilometers. It caught the 3rd Divisiob oﬁ the
{extieme left flank of the front. Like the earlier'breparatory'bombardments
that spring, that on 15 July was not intended by the Germans to . destroy the
defensive works of the enemy but merely to paralyze morale until-the German
inféntfy could break ‘through.3

There seems little doubt that despite relatively few casualtiés as a
result of the bombardment, the morale of 3rd Division was badly shattered’
by the shelling. The suk sguent failure of the eneny attack in the 3rd
Division sector, as elsewhere, resultsd rather from éVﬁntg immédiately prior
to the bombardment and to inadeqﬁaﬁieg of the bombardwent iﬁsglf than to
ani heroic defense made below the Marne.

The present stbdy descfibss the prepazatioﬁs of SrS Division,to meet
the attack, the conduct of the division during the bembardment and the German

attack that followed, and the expericnce of the division during its subsequent

2 ' .
See corresp atchd to Lpse Rpt of upns of 3rd Div, July 15 - 31
(3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). .

3 .
See CWS Weekly Sum of Info, 19 Jun and 3 Jul (War Dept Hist Box 298).



advance above the Marne.

"On May 30th we stepped into history”

Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman'é 3rd Division as ofganized at Camp
Green, Charlotte, N. C., on 27 November 1917, comprised the 4th and 7th
Infantry,ASth Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Fred W. Sladen; the 30th and 38th
Infantry, 6th Brigéde, under Brig. Gen.Charles Crawford; the 10th, 76th,
and 18th FA, 3xd FAV_Brigade, unqer Col. william M. Cruikshank; and the usual

machine gun, engineer, medical, and signal components and supply trains.

The division landed in France in April 1918 and after little more
than a month of retraining it bypassed its scheduled tour of duty in the

trenches and Fstepped into history." 4

On 27 May the German High Command launched its fourth offensive that

spring, spearheaded by the Seventh Army driving from the Chemih des Dames. -
Four days later the point of the attack came to a halt at fhe Marne after
a penetration of nearly forty miles (Map No. 1). Seventh Army had gone
farther and faster than the German command had thoughf pqs#ible, and ghe

advance could not be resumed until supplies and heavy artillery came up.

On 30 May, as the Germans continued to advance, Pershing put his
2nd and 3rd Divisions, the latter then training at Chateau Villain, a

~ hundred miles southeast of Chateau Thierry, at the disposal of General

History, p. 2.




d*Esperay, coimanding the French Group of Armies of the North. They were
o;de(réd to the XXI and XXXVIII French Corps areas of Duchesne's (shortly

to beA Degoutte®s) Sixth French Artiv, in the Chateau Thierry region.

.-On the afternoon of the .’i)'éh,' the motorized 7th Machine Qun Battalion
of 3rd Division set out for Chateau Thierry, going into position the next
afternoon along the river front in the town as the Germans entered}its
noxrthern 11m1ts.5 The two infantry brigades entrained thé night of I My

6 Mearwhile, on 2 June, as

and were almost a week arriving at tha front.
the French contimued to fall back west of Chateau Thierry,' the Germans
advanced cautiously, taking Bussiares, Torcy, the Bols de Belleau, and
Hill 204 before they came to a halt in fiont of the rallying French and
the 2nd merican Division. But from Chateau Thierry east, Seventh Army :
had already stopped, umblé_t@» cxoss the Morne without considerable

preparation.”

On arriving in the Marne sector on 4 - 6 June, the 3xd D;vision
infant_ry was dispersed by battalions among the elements of the 10th

5 -
‘ Order 1306, 3rd Sec, Hq Gp of Armies of North, 30 May (3xrd Div
Box 18, 32.7); M3 John R. Mendenhall, 7th MG Bn, "The Fist in the
Dyke,™ Infantyry Journal (Jan 1936), pp. 13 - 23. When relieved on

4 Jun, the 7th MG Bn had suffered 32 casualties (Med Hist of 3rd Div,
po 124, Mad D@t Box 34&, fol 1)0

6 o ,
FO 3, 3rd Div, 1450 hr, 1 Jun (3rd Div Box 12, 32.1).

7- .
See Rpt of Prisoner Ijterrogations by Fr ID, 5th Brig Hg, 3 Jun
(3rd Div Box 30, 22.3).



Colonial and 20th French Diyisions spanning thg river front from Chatéau
Thierry to Dormans. To cover éaps in their lines and strengthen the
Marne bridges, the French continued to shift the battalions about |
nervously all the next week. At one time the units 6f the division, ggme
as small as platoons, were spread out across the front from La Ferte-

sous-Jouarre to Codrthiezy (Map No. 2).8

Once in the line, sald the 6th Brigade commander, "we were not
seriously moleqtea by the enemy for six weeks, except by a ?aid p;:twp
and b? delultofy artillexy fire.. The German drive from the nbith‘ﬁi@

 spent itself." 9 .

Thg_Divtaipn_is Reassembled :

The -3rd Diviaion arrived at the front without a gas organization,

nlthough the troopa had received soma gas training early in an whon laj.-i,»'fﬁ

§;7H13tory. pp- 3 - 4} Memo, G - 3 to CofS 3rd Dlv. 4 Jun, sub: f
changes (with DORs in 3rd Piv Box 20, 33.1)s Gen’ Order. of Qpns :
' Secy 6th Fr Army, 10 Jun (3rd Div Box 18, 32.7). e

' ;'rles Crlwford, §
)! P' 46. ‘

oy the unsgtisfactory efforts at gas training in the—States, see Progrest
orts, Jan 1918, in 3rd Div Box 26, 56.2. 7th Inf hand receipts dated 14 -
'16 May indicate that all companies were issued copies of the Army Nhr
;llege manual, ggg_ﬂggjggg - Part II. Mg

\ zsheg Atts
nd Part III. Methods of Training in Defensive @gagurgg I, Germa
_of Offense was issued only to regimental hg (3rd Div Box 3f.710 91

ey 7nua1 in War Dept Hist Box 205).




Until mid-June unit commanders appear to have been solely responsible for
gas discipline and not until 19 June were the regiments directed to appoint
regimental and battalion gas officers.ll .

With what success division gas memos reached the widely scattered
troops at the Marne can only be guessed. The most important of these memos,
prepared on 8 June for all units, ordered the French M-2 mask turned in since
the British small box respirator (SBR) was to be the only authorized mask
in the AEF. The same memo defined the zones in the sector where the mask
was to be worn at the ready and alert positions, warned that toxic effects
of gas might be felt for several kilometers beyond the point of impact, and
that the Germans had been known to fire mustard gas on areas as distant as
13 to 15 kilometers back of the front. All billets within 7 kilometers of
the front line and all battery positions were to have a supply of chloride
of lime for decontamination of the ground and bicarbonate of soda for
decontamination of the eyes and skin.l2

Prominent in the memo was an injunction made familiaf-by its appear-

ance in one form or another in the orders of other divisions:

11 g : B '

G - 3 Order 25, 3rd Div, 19 Jun (3rd Div Box 14, 32.13). Gas
personnel seems to have been designated on the spot. Two months later,
in accordance with AEF GO 79, RGOs, BGOs, and gas NCOs who were "not
AEF trained" were replaced or sent to school (Memo 125, 3rd Div, 23 Aug,
3rd Div Box 1, 10.2).

12

As happened elsewhere, Memo 103, 3rd Div, 7 Jul (3rd Div Box 1,
10.2), was issued to warn that chloride of lime was for neutralizing
mustard gas shell holes and not for general disinfecting purposes.
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S oo i

The attention of all ranks is directed to the ever increasing importance
of Gas Warfare....There shou.d be no joking about gas. Men should not
contract the habit of yelling "Gas,” as a joke, even when they are away, '
from the front, and shouid be summarily disciplined for this offense.

And inevitably, a series of orders appeared saying that contxaryrto

directives, officers and men wsre going about in the headquarters area,
in the billeting are¢as, and even at the front without their masks, and in
some cases without either masks or helmets. 14 )

A week after 'comir‘xg into f;:he»ses:?:or, 3zd Division still had no cer-
tain identification of the enemy units on its front. Upon pro&ting»by
corps, patrols crossed the river repeatedly until one returned with
prisoners, ldentifying the units of the 10th landwghx Dlvision occupying
the thres-kilomster sector between Chateau Thierry and Gland. The enemy
forces wezre found holding a serles of rifis pits along the edge of the
Bois de Barbillon, with light machine guns Setwaen the pits and heavy

machine quns on the flanks. 15

- In addition to the general dispersiou of the 3rd Divisiqg along the
Marne, on 13 June a battalion cf the th Infantry, followed by one of the

4th Infantry, was sent to the temporary rellef of French units trying to

13 '
Nemo 96, 3rd Div, 8 Jun, n.s. (3:d Div Box 2, 10.2).

14 ‘
Memo, O CofS, 9 Jun (3xd Div Box 1, 10.2 and Box 3, 10.9); G- 1
Order 6, 16 Jun (Box 14, 32.13); G - 3 Oxder 83, 4 Jul (Box 13, 32.13);
km’ G- 1 tO w 6”\ B‘g’ 10 Jul (BOX 2, 10.2).

SOI 12 and }5, 13- 14 ard 16 = 17 Jun (3zd Div Box 7, 20.1).
/ ,

/



;ecapture Hill 204. Three days later the whole of the 7th Infantry was
: Aispatched by Sixth Army to relieve the badly mauled Marines in the Belleau
" Woog-Bouresches sector. Belleau Wood, like Hill 204, proved to be "one
huge machine-gun nest," and after less than a week the regimental -units

,»gratefuliy yielded their lines, almost intaét, to the returning forces.16 ‘

With its units released by Sixth Army and by the 10th Colonial and
20th French Divisions17 as the front became stable, 3rd Division at the end
of June was for the first time united. As the two French divisions~§hifted
to the left and right, the 4th, 7th; 30th, and 38th Infantry, in colpmns

of battalions, moved in on a nine-kilometer front along the river, from

the east edge of'Chateau Thierry to within a kilometer of Varennes (Map

No. 3 and Overlay).18

On the night of 3 - 4 July the first elements of the 3rd FA Brigade

came into the sector, joining the French batteries of 75's, 105's, and 155°'s

16" ‘

No casualties have been found for the 30th Inf; the 4th Inf battalion
lost 13 killed, 34 wounded, 3 missing at Hill 2043 the 7th Inf lost 51
killed, 265 wounded, 34 missing at Belleau Wood. Gas casualties were not
distinguished. See History, pp. 81, 91, 135 - 36; Joseph T. Dickman, The
Great Crusade (New York, 1927), pp. 56, 272; Col C. H. Lanza, Field Notes,
"Action of 2nd Bn, 30th Inf. 6 - 7 June, on Hill 204,* 3 ppr 1919 (3rd Div
Box 40, 18.2). Rpts of the action at Belleau Wood, described as ﬂholly
attended by chaos,™ are in 3rd Div Box 39, 33.6. .

17
These were soon to be replaced by the 39th and 125th French Divs,
which were the units adjoining 3rd Div during Jul\-

18 :
FO 6, 3rd Div, 2359, 18 Jun; FO 7, 1800, 2 Jul.
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already there. Ten days later the divisional 155's arrived. The last
batteiy of 155's never made it; it was smashed on the road during the

bombardment that night.19

The strateglc feature of the sector occupied by 3rd Division was
the Surmelin valley, a natural gateway to the south. From above the Junction
of Surmelin brook with the Marne, the enemy in the Bois de Barbillon and
Forét de Ris had an unimpaired view ten kilometers to the south. Dominating
the Surmelin valley, from the enemy's point of view, were the heights of
fhe le Rocq plateau, crowned by the Bois d'Aigremont. The immediate obstacle
to an advance down that valley to the plateau was the Marne, only about 50
yards wide on this front but quite deep and therefore hazardous for heavily

equipped troops trying to cross it.20

“Preparing by every manner of means™

For all his observation to the front, the enemy remained singularly
unaggressive in the weeks before the attack. No one doubted thatla new
of fensive was being prepared or the general area where it wpuld fall.
Throughout the period 3rd Division G - 2 reports ﬁere fiiléd'with the sights
and sounds of attack Preparations, the moveﬁent of wagons, calssons, and men,

the unloading of hollow cylinders and the metallic pounding as of pontoons

19 :
Ltr rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig to CG 3rd Div, 18 Dec, subs Opns Rpt,
14 Jul - 1 Aug (3rd Div Box 22, 33.6).

20
Dickman, The Creat Crusade, pp. 62 - 63.
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108 planes counted one day.

2

AT s oyttt iy, wispacgenieg

:jand briage parts being put together in the woods beyond the Marne. Daily,

scores of enemy planes crossed and recrossed the front, with as many as

21

Again and again Division G ~ 3 reported on the "exceeding inactivity"

of the enemy artillery. G - 2 reports for the 40 days between 4 June and

13 July indicate that the enemy fired less than 12,500 shells, an éveraée of
200 - 300 shells a daf, falling off just before the offensive to less than

100 sheils a day. Probably less than two-thirds of the 26 killea and 87
wounded reported by G- 3in this period resulted from enemy shell aﬁd shrapnel.

The rest fell to snipers or were iost on patrdls across the river. Only 7

of these 113 casualtles are specifically identified as occurring at Hill .

2043 almost 400 others identified with the'ChAteau Thierry and Bois de

Belleau operations in June are unaccounted for in 3rd Division casuaity

records.22

-In that month and a half fewer than 130 gas shells were counted in

the sector, resulting in four gas casualties. In no instance did more than

:20 gas shells fall on any one day, leading G - 2 to observe early in July:

SOI 25, 3rd Div, 26 - 27 Jun. G - 2 issued two sets of SOIs, an un-
numbered set from 4 - 20 Jun in 3rd Div Box 9, 20.9, and a numbered set,’
SOI 9 - 41, 10 Jun - 13 Jul, in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.1. Thirteen reports are
missing in the second set and o rpts have been found for the period 14 Jul -
12 Aug, when the 3rd Div left the sector.

22

Eleven reports are missing in the DORs between 3 Jun and 14 Jul (3rd
Div Box 20, 33.1). See Analysis, p. 86.

- 13 -



It has been noted that the enemy is using against this division tactics
:éiﬁilar to that which he has used against [other] new American Divisio?s
{n respect to the use of GAS. His procedure has been to send over during
‘the first three weeks but a few shells and those of a harmless sneezing
nature. This is done with the idea of producing a feeling of apathy in
‘regard to GAS and to lull the troops into a sense of false security.23

“The last week in June and the first two weeks of July were spent
;:in preparing by every manner of means...to meet the onslaught that...

;ll knew...was impending.” 24 To assist 3rd Division in its preparationé,
corps asked General Dickhan to send some of his officers over to see and
study the trenches prepared by the 125th French on the right. Dickman

himself went, too,

and found that they had a very beautiful plan with all sorts of lozenges,
beans, kidneys...and {other] various shapes of figures in different colors
representing a very elaborate system of trenches. But upon inquiry...most
cf these trenches Lproved to bel, as the Spanish say, en proyecto, and...
very little actual work had been done.....When the time came to make uss -
of these French trenches, they made preparations for evacuation several
hours before the bombardment came, and when the Germans let down their
huge conggntration, the 125th French Division promptly disappeared from
the map.

23 : A

~ SOI 34, 3rd Div, 5 - 6 Jul. Hospital lists (see Analysis, p. 89)
show 24 gas casuglties between 4 Jun - 14 Jul. Cf. Telg, DGO to
CofGas Serv, 18 Jun (GAF - 3rd Div); Memo, DGO for G - 3 3rd Div,
19 Jun, n.s., and Ltrs, DG to G -~ 3 3rd Div, 28 Jun and 6 Jul, subs
Weekly Report (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3), all reporting little or no gas
activity.

24 ,
History, p. 7. The file of French corps and army instructions
on defense preparations is in 3rd Div Box 32, 33.6.

25

Pers ltr, Dickman, Hq Ft Sam Houston to Col P. S. Bond, Washington,
D.C., 21 Feb 1919 (3rd Div Box 3, 11.4). - '

- 14 -



No single map of the defensive system in the 3rd Divi;ion-sector has :
been foﬁhd, and perhaps none W$s<made- The four lines of defense that wefe
prepared remained elementary since the constant shifting of units and of
sector limits until early July left little time for construction (see Map»
No. 3 and Overlay). Along the river bank a series of ;ifle pit$ and machine )
 gun positions were manned by platoons and half—blatoons as the outposf line.
fhe second line consisted of a more or less continuous line of riflémén
along the railroad embankment. The main line qf resistance or aqueduct
line followed the slopes of the first hills south of the Mérne, roughly along
. the Paris aqueduct that passed through the sector, and was not a line but a
series of strong points. The support of woods line ran along the s;opes
of the .econd ridge below the Marne (the le Rocq plateau), extending east
through the Bois d'Aigremont into the Surméiin valley. The reverse slopes
of this ridge were organized by Sixth srmy, with the 28th smerican Divi-
sion in the rear of 3rd Division and the 73rd Frencl, the counteraftack
division, on the right below St. Eugene, ready to attack elther toward Gland
- or Passy.26 3 |

Thus echeloned in depth, all units were to hold tﬁeir ground_phen
the attack came, beglnning at the most advanced lins. Thé foremost troobs,

corps said, were to fight "with thelr feet in the water, 50 to tpeak.= 27

26

History, p. 83 Col C. R. Howland, 2 Military Historv of the World War
(Ft Leavenworth, Kansas, 1923), p. 299; GG 29, 73rd Fr Div, 1O Jul (3rd Div
mx 19’ 3207)- B B

27 _ _
7 Ltr, CG 38th Fr Cor{s to CG 3rd Div, 11 Jul, n.s. (3rd Div Eox 19,
32.7). :



The field orderrgoverning 3rd Division at the time of the attack
said that in case the enemy used artificial fog or gas, all groups and
sentinels forward of the woods line (i.e., the support line) were to
nawait in their present positions the advance of the enemy." If the A
woods were bombarded with gas, the troops were to evacuate them at once,
since "woods and valleys constitute gas traps." They were to take up
Aefensive positions on the flanks, to block the enemy advance and his
efforts at infiltration. The troops were also reassured that there was

no danger of the enemy advanc;ng through "gas poisoned areas." 28

A slight modification of this gas defense plan, made at the last
minute, said that "In case of a gas attack combat groups [half-platoon
units] will withdraw to the Railroad Line leaving their observation group
on the river front. No other troops will withdraw...until ordered..sby
higher authority....Troops of the Railroad Line will hold out to the last.
If the line is pierced and countérattacks fail the combat groups will-hold
out individually to break the enemy's formations."” 29 ‘
| The division was amply warned that the attack would unquestloDAbly
be preceded by "a violent and short preparation...with heavy and well
organized use of gas shells," or‘as Col. Robert H. C. Keltoﬁ. Chief of

Staff, phrased it, "to discomfort our troops" during his éttempt to cross

28 ' .
G - 3 Notes on Conference, 5 Jul (3rd Div Box 14, 32.15); .Annex 6,
6 Jul, to FO 7, 3rd Div, 2 Jul.

29

) Plan of Defense, Gland Sector, 7th Inf, 12 Jul (3rd Div Box 38,
3208 .

- 16 -



f;ifhe river, the eﬁemY would likely use gas or smoke or both in the wooded

'sreas'along +he river valley.30

ps early as 12 June Major Somervell, the Division Gas Officer, was
1nstructed to submit for the division order for defense a draft of pro-
Vtective measures to be exercised inrthe event of a gas bombardment. The
instructions appeared in a three-page order on 15 June, covering the neces~
rrsity of dally gas mask drills and inspections, the wearing of masks during
all bombardments, cautions in unmasking, treatment of gas casualties, evacua-
tion procedures after mustard gas attack, preparation of gas attack reporfs,
and a reminder that when a gas bombardment was over the troops were to fire
"short bursts...from machine Quns and rifles...to prevent corrosion” by

the chemicals in the air.

Although the enemy might use gas projectors on this front, the order
said, he was now relying on gas shell for almost 60 percent of his gas
fire. The troops were reminded that 30 percent of gas casualties in the
past had resulted from premature removal of masks. Because of the high
Percentage of casualties caused by gas, "strict gas disciéline and constant

watchfulness by commanding officers is necessary....Strict compliance with

30
Memo, COfS 3rd Div for Brig Comdrs, 1 Jul, and Memo 2476/1, 38th Fr
Corps, 7 Jul (3rd Div Box 19, 32.7).

G ~ 3 Order 44, 3rd Div, 23 Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13), reported on
a study made by Third Fr Army of German tactics in the Montdidier-Noyon
offensive of 9 Jun. CWS Weekly Sum of Inf, 27 Mar, 4 Apr, 5 Jun, 12 Jun,
19 Jun, 26 Jun, and 3 Jul contained reports on the gas bombardments for
earlier German offensives. Bul of Intel Info2,G-2 3rd Div, 6 Jul (3rd
Div Box 7, 20.3), published the data in CWs wsI, 3 July.

- 17 «



«:?5the above [instructions] is enjoined upon all concerned and Commanding

Eii’officers will be held accountable for the number of gas casualties occur-

?ﬁf'ring in their command.” 31

L Although the 3rd Division issued instructions enough, a degree of
;iggignOIance, not to say helpléssness, as to just what to do about a gas bomba rg-
- ﬁent seems to have prevailed. This is implied in a statement without further
explanation in the division history:
" The use of gas and smoke Eby the Germans] had been foreseen...but...was not
. yet sufficiently covered by directives] so that proper precaution could be
taken without loss in personnel and great confusion resulting therefrom.
~ The state of indecision seems clear from a report of the 7th Infantry Regi-
o mental Gas Officer a week before tﬁe bombardment, that daily gas mask drilla
was being held in the front lines, that the company in Fossoy had gas-proof
cellars, and the dugout under construction for the regimental command post
was to have gas curtains. But no other shelters in the sector were gas- ;
proof or were to be made gas-proof except for a battalion FC that had
requésted and been issued gas blankets. 32 f

Anticipation of the bombardment by the troops was not allayed by the

seriés of all-night alerts that began on 3 - 4 July. There was another on

31 '

Memo 16, Asst G - 3 3rd Div for Gas Officer, 12 Jun (3rd Div Box 2,
10.2); G - 3 Order 11, 3rd Div, 15 Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13); Memo to
officers inspecting front line trenches, 29 Jun (3rd Div Box 2, 10.2); Memo,
3rd Bn 7th Inf BGO to all companies, 3 Jul, sub: Preventive measures against
‘gas (3rd Div Box 3, 10.9).

32

History, p. 93 Ltr, RGO to CO 7th Inf, 8 Jul, sub: Report (3rd
Div Box 20, 32.9).
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'lf‘6'- 7 July, and from 9 July on the troops were kept constantly under alert
conditions. The fears thus built up were to result in large numbers of
t5§‘gas_panic cases both during the bombardment and afterwards. And for two

 °_days during the attack the 7th Infantry was to imagine itself hard pressed

fiﬁmon all sidesby German troops, although none came within a kilometer of its

. positions.

Only after the attack did the Division.Gas Offiéer learn that for some
time past word had been circulating in the division that the respirator was
only effective for fen or twelve hours and was useless after that. Too late,
he ordered this impression corrécted; the mask was fully effective "for a
minimum of 40 hours in gag." He also learned too late that men had regu-
larly been disciplined by being required to wear the respirator during
setting-up exerclises. Since "the ﬁask is not issued for disciplinary

purposes,” he asked that this be stopped at once.33

e

I gas defense effort in another direction seems to h#vexproved more
rewarding. For several weeks the Division Gas Officer and Chigf of Staff
sought permission to put gas, or at least interdiction fire, on the enemy
trafficrobserved around Mont ét- Pere and Charteves, as well as on suspected
concentrations of minenwerfers and artillery building up in frént of those-
towns and in the woods above them. But corps, to save its ammunition,

refused permission, saying there was to be no fire alcng the Harne until

33
Memo, DGO for all unit gas officers, 18 Jul 3rd Div Box 2, 10.2).




'tflthe actual time of the attack.34

Corps apparently relented, because from 8 July on the division
artillery "began to be very active, shelling the enemy with gas nightly.”

g The records of this fire are both fragmentary and contradictory, but indi- .

1i;1 cate that the French and American batteries of 3rd Division may have fired

:?71 338 ‘unspecified gas shells on the night of 8 ~ 9 July, another 7,000 the

‘next night, and harassing bursts of mustard gas on the nights of 11 and 12

Julye.

Then on the night of 13 July, 1,408 gas shells were said to have
been fired into the Bois de Barbillon, west of Mont St. Pere, and for the
next night orders were prepared for a 3,300-round destructive fire on the
accumulation of enemy materi#l in the Mont St. Pere-Charteves area, duriﬁg_
which "no special #20 shell will be used." 35 The inference is that all
the previous fire had been with the new French yperite (mustard gas) shell,

introduced in the field just the month before, a full year after the Germans

34 ‘

Ltr, DGO to G - 3, 6 Jul, sub: Report of Enemy Activity (3rd Div Box
28, 63. 333 Memo, CofS for Div Comdr, 8 Jul, sub: Arty Conditions (3rd Div
Box 19, 32.7). Petain, Note 23546, for Armies & Gps of Armies, 19 Jul
(French Files Box 54, 30.1). '

35 '
- Daily Intel Rpts, 3rd FA Brig, 8 - 9, 9 = 10, 13 - 14 Jul (3rd Div
Box 51, 20.9)s DOR, 3rd Div, 11 Juls FO 25, 3rd FA Brig, 13 Jul (Box 51,
32.1)3 Ltr, CO 10th FA to CG 3rd FA Brig, 24 Jan 1919, sub: Rpt on Gas
Attacks (GAF - 3rd Div).

- 20 -



t

:?;Bégan using their yellow cross (mustard gas) shell.30

Vapors from the mustard gas fired on the night of 12 July were
fliieported to have "drifted across the river in spots, necessitating wear-
-?ﬂing of respirators in the 7th and 30th Infantry at low points along the

;firiver bank." The next night the troops were warned that the artillery

) would a§ain fire gas "on both sides of Gland and on the north bank of the

r{Ei Marne," and they were to be alert for any change in wind direction.37

German records were later to reveal that this fire, and particularly
the yperite and HE fire put down by the French and American batteries on

the night before the attack, resulted in irreparéble damage to the operafion.

German Plans for the Offensive of 15 July

while 3rd Division improvised sector defenses and the French Armies,

with the lessons of the earlier German offensives before them, hoped to

3% _
This is confirmed by Gen. Mondesir, CG 38th Fr Corps, in his “con-
tribution...to the history of the Marne Division," dated 1 Mar 1928, in
which he said that on 8, 9 and 13 July a total of 32,000 75-mm. and 1,000
103-mm. yperite shells were fired by the arty of the corps into the woods
and ravines north of the Marne ("The American 3rd Div in the Second Battle
of the Marne," p. 5, French Files Box 107, 30.4). His accompanying map

of the yperited areas has not been found. Cf. Note de Service 1814/3,
Sixth Fr Ammy, 7 Jul (French Files Box 54, 30.1).

37

Ltr, DGO to G -~ 3 3rd Div, 13 Jul, sub: Rpt of Gas Bombardment with
Mustard Gas (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3); Msg, FC Sth Brig to CO 8th MG Bn,
2020, 13 Jul (3rd Div Box 30, 32.16).
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'7lé$ﬁta1“ the new.attack and even mount a counteroffensive of their own, the

'éeéh;n High Command set in motior. a grandiose scheme that was intqndeﬁ to
'vaﬁbihilate the French and then the British on the Western Front and so end
' ;{};e'war-

iy

In the original plan, the attack on either side of Reims by Army Group

~German_Crown Prince on 15 July was to be followed five days later by an offen-

* sive towards Amiens launched by Army Group Crown Prince of Bavaris, to smash

::ithe Britiéh along the Somme (see Map No. 1).38 Both were to be decisive
’f{ioperations, both Friedenstllrme or “peace offensives" that would end the war
" on German terms. But as the time approached for the Reims attack, diffi-

i}‘cultles in mounting a double offensive and intelligence that the French might

- themselves be preparing an attack, resulted in deferring the Amiens offensfve

- to a later date.39 The 15 July attack must first succeed. | L

For the attack the Germans assembled 47 divisions in three armies,

approximately 650,000 men, on an 85-mile front from Chateau Thierry to the

38
Order Ia 8685, Fleld » 14 Jun, reproduced in The German_

Offengive of July 15, 1918 i rne_Source Book), compiled by Col C-.H.

lanza, C G - 2 Sec, Gen Serv Sch (Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., 1923), pp. 11 =

123 Order Ia 836, Seventh Army to all Corps Comdrs, 24 Jun (pp. 147 - 48);
Tel msg, ludendorff to AGGCP, 4 Jul (p. 279).

Notes Almost two-thirds of this 910-page text (hereafter cited as
MsB, for Marne Source Book) consists of German documents, most of them at
corps, army, and army group level.

39

Rpt Ia 2629, AGGCP to GHQ Opns Sec, 10 Jul, sub: Elector (MSB,
Pp. 345 - 46).
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' éirArgonne Forest. -Opposite were almost 1,000,000 French and Americans.

The object of the offensive by the Seventh, First, and Third Armies

A ~ was to cut off and annihilate the huge body of French forces concentrated

gi:'on the Reims plateau. While its right wing held absoluteiy, the centér of
;?‘ Seventh Army would cross the Marne. The center and left wing of that A;my
:irﬁwere then to push forward on both banks of the Marne, connecting with thé
-advancing First Army at Epernay. Seventh Army woul& then turn;towards
Paris, while First and Third Armies advanced towards Chalons. Swinging
east from Chalons and down the west bank of the Alsne to St. Mihiel, these
armies would squeeze out Verdun, as they had Reims, and France would sue

for peace.40

To secure its attack on Epernay, §e§gnth Army had to seize and hold
the terrain west of Surmelin brook. Two assault divisions of Corps Kathen
were to c;oss'at Charteves and on both sides of Jaulgonne, taking the line
Gland-St. Eugene-Celles, in order to protect the right flank of the attack

(Maps No. 3 and 4). Corps Wichura was to seize the hills north of St. Agnan

and the La Chapelle valley, commanding the valley of the Surmelin, as the

remaining corps of Seventh Army swept down and cénverged on Epernay-41

40

Army Orders la 2605, First Army, 21 Jun (MSB, p. 119}; Army Orders
Ia 844, Seventh Army, 25 Jun 2ﬂ§§, pp. 154 - 58). The Chalons-Verdun opn
is not in German records but in Lt Col Duffour's "The Battle of France in
1918," MSB, p. 440.

41
Rpt Ia 773, Hq Seventh srmy to £GGCP, 17 Jun (M3B, rp. 35 = 36.
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;'%;;c},e troops in the 27 May attack had advanced 18 kilometers the first day,

In a planning report to Armx'G&oup, First Army estimated that since

“and the terrain to the front this time was decidedly more favorable, it

V;iwas probable that F1r§t Army would reach the Marne the first day - a pene-

féfration of 23 kilometers.42 Seventh Army, with the Marne to cross, hoped to
' fi;dvance 8 to 10 kilometers below the Marne on the first day. The success of

‘iﬁthe attack, as order after order cautioned, depended upon the maintenance

- ;ffof absolute secrecy of preparations and a maximum of surprise.

The volume of gas and HE to be fired by each of the three armies in

. the artillery preparation for the offensive appears to have been approximately
" the same, but the pattern of fire in Seventh Army differed from First Ammy
“ because of the Marne crossing. On Seventh Army front the rear and distant

- areas would be gassed for a longer period than the immediate front, to

o neutralize the artillery and hold down reserves while the troops crossed

the Marne and reformed on the south side.

Large quantities of blue cross gas (diphenylchloroarsine) shell were
to be included in the intense ten-minute surprise fire thét began the
bombardment. Depending on the weather, this was to be followed by an
hour of blue and green cross (phosgene) shelling or HE shelling. The
close range batteries were then to concentrate‘blue and green ¢ross or
blue cross and HE on artillery positions for fifteen minutes, and for a

second fifteen-minute period concentrate blue and green cross or HE alone

42
Rpt Ia 2501, Hq First Army to AGGCP, 16 Jun (MSB, p. 25).
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| ‘on infantry posxt1ons. During the final two hours of the bombardment all guns

/

 1:]and mortars of Seventh Army were to concentrate HE on near targets and blue

‘ ;cross and HE on targets in the rear. No mention was made of yellow cross

,:1}gas {mustard gas) anywhere in the fire orders.

"The main point," said Seventh Army orders, "is to completely silence

' FVYhOstile artillery by reenforced artillery fire (gas)." "Green cross must be
used only when the weather is favorable. In unfavorable weather green cross

must be changed to blue cross or HE ammunition." 43

It is estimated that in the neighborhood of half a million gas shells
were to be made available to Geventh Army for the preparation and attack,

constituting two and a half days' fire, exclusive of green cross shell.

Almost 397,000 of these gas shells were to be blue cross, 58,000 were to
be green cross, in addition to more than 350,000 HE (principally shrapnel)
shells.?® what proportion of these shells actually arrived at the battery
positions and how many were actually fired can only be estlmated, but it
" seems probable that owing to the difficulties of supplying the Marne salient
and to the interdiction of French fire considerably less was fired than for

_ the earlier offensives.

43 , .

Army Orders, Ia Arty 12968, AGGCP, Fire Orders, 26 Jun (MSB, pp. 165 -

iglgi Arty Order 3, la CofArty 435 18, Seventh_grmy, 26 Jun (MSB, pp. 177 -
6).

44
These figures are based on comoutatlons made for thls study but not
included in the study.
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Seventh Army warned that it was "very probable that there will not

be sufficient blue cross ammunition® to maintain the recommended rate of
fire. And German after-action reports and war diaries of units on 3rd Divi-
sion front complained repeatedly of insufficient ammunition, of receiving

quantities of shell that did not fit the guns, and of a general failure of

supply.45

Also‘important, since it determined whether or not any green cross
gas was fired, and influenced to some extent the use of blue cross gas,
was the weather .on the morning of 15 July. The war diary of the 3rd Divi-
sion said the weather was "good" on both 14 and 15 July. But the regi-

mental and brigade war diaries described those days variously as "fair"

"cloudy," and even "rainy." The war diary of 10th Division reported the
weather on the 15th és "Rainy, light fog, clearing up later. Bright weather
during the day." The morhing report of Seventh Army said: "The weather became
better during the night so that fire under medium to best conditions couid \

be executed."™ Its war diary, written up on the night of 15 Jﬁiy, was a
complete contradiction: "The weather conditions during the night of July 14 -

15 offered no chance for gassing.” 46  But gas was used in the preparation.

45 . '

Arty Order 3, Ia 435/18, above; Lt Kurt Hesse, Sth Gren, 36th Div,
"The Drama on the Marne, July 15, 1918" (MSB, p. 673 - 76). Crown Prince
Wilhelm of Germany, My War Experiences (London [1924]), p. 330, describes
the unsatisfactory supply of Seventh Army for the offensive.

46

3rd Div war diaries (MSB, pp. 683 - 85, 718 - 21); 10th Div WD
(MSB, p. 508); Morning Rpt, Seventh grmy (MSB, p. 507); Seventh Army
WD (MSB, p. 529).
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,'ffﬁé real difficulty proved to be resupplying the guns.

Even more fatal to the operation was the near impossibility of mount-
;:;;g a tremendous offensive on a front where every man in the line opposite
':?was looking and listening for its telltale 51gns. Although burlap and rags
':iwere wrapped around artillery wheels and horses' hooves before approaching the

f;}ront, and assault troops and pioneer units were held in the rear until the

ff;ight of the attack, Seventh Army was chagrined to learn on 2 July from 3 3rd

| 'Efbivision officer captured north of Blesmes that the increased traffic and

fii;rtillery concentrations had been observed, signaling an attack somewhere east
riifof Chateau Thierry.4” More alarming still were the reports that came in to
German headquarters beginning on 10 July of Allied preparations for a large-
ilg_;_,.e,cale offensive against the Soissons-Chateau Thierry front. As a result,

f} artillery and reserves, including suffidient troops te form a new defensive

i‘:corps, Corps Etzel, had to be taken from the Marne front at the last minute.48

Against all the evidence of prisoners and its own intelligence officers,

Seventh_Army said on the evening of 14 July: “Frerarations for STRASSENBAU

47
Rpt of Intel Officer, AGGCP, 3 Jul (MSE, p. 277); Composite Bul of
Info [for ‘period 1 - 10 Julj G - 2 3rd Div, n.d. (3rd Div Eox 7, 20.3),
described a likely German atk from the vicinity of Charteves to Reims, its
objectives Reims, Epernay, and Chalons, before driving directly west to Paris.

48

Seventh srmy WD, 10 and 11 Jul (MIB, pp. 362, 381); AXGE WD, 10 Jul
(MSB, p. 368); Tel msg, LLO0T e Nintn and Ssventh srmies, 11 Ful (MSB, pp-
369 - 70); Ammy Orders Ia 18/, Seventh irmy, 11 Jul ?M;n, pp. 373 - 75); Tel
mnsg, Seventh Army to aGGC » 11 2l 4MS§J pe 380;.
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[*Road Construction,” the code name for the attack] are complete. We think
'oqéroffensive intentions have been kept secret. We expect to take the enemy

by surprise.” 49

B The German bombardment was scheduled to begin at ten minutes past
rmianights 15 July, the attack at 0400 hours. German prisoners captured during
the week before revealed the probable night but not the hour of the ‘attack.
V;K;ting on this information, Sixth Army ordered an yperite attack on enemy
?ﬁgsitlons north of the Marne beginning at 2000, 14 July. At that hour the 3rd
FA Brigade, furnished with 3, 000 No. 20 yperite (mustard gas) shells, fired o
them into the edge of the Bois de Barbillon from Gland to the top of the wood.30
%j,Elsewhere along the whole of the Germqn attack front similar concentrations

;'Q?Bf yperite'fell on enemy Sattery positions and among the troops concentrating

. for the attack.

= A few hours before this gas fire began, a German officer captured on
" the Fourth French Army front revealed the precise hour of the bombardment .51

?5'Ant1cipat1ng it by almost half an hour, at 2345 hours every Allied gun on the

B ‘
Seventh Army WD, 14 Jul (MSB, pp. 422 - 23).

" 80
5 Ltr rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig to CG 3rd Div, 18 Dec, sub: Opns Rpt, 14 Jul-
1 Aug (3rd Div Box 22, 33.6).

51 ‘
Msg, 6th Fr Army, n.h., n.de (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6): "Army issues
following information: Prisoners taken this evening by 4th Fr Army say
artillery bombardment will start about one o'clock German time. Army there-
fore has decided to start the COP at once.” '
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Marne front opened a thunderous 30-minute counteroffensive preparation on
: the Germzn positions above the river, with orders to repeat the counter-
fire for 15 minutes at 0415 and at 15-minute intervals thereafter until

daylight .52

The experience of a gas projector unit of the 38th Pioneer Battalion
above Barzy that night may be typical. The unit apparently escapéd the
yperiting, but as a result of the counteroffensive fire 13 men were killed
and 40 wounded at the position and less than half its gas projectors were

fired before the position was torn apart and had to be abandoned.%3

Ihe Bombardment

Although the enemy troops coming into position and the artillerymen
readying their pieces were stunned by the counteroffensive fire, at exactly
ten minutes past midnight the German guns began to roar. Opposing the 31
batteries in the 3rd Division sector, 84 enemy batterles were said to have ;
opened up on the Surmelin valley alone, their fire reaching as far back as

Montmirail.54

52
Ltr rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig, above.

53

Rpt 151/18, 38th Pioneer Bn, 17 Jul (36th Div records, German Files
Box 187, fol I, pp. 50 - 57). Note: German Files Box will hereafter be
abbreviated to GFB.

54
History, p. 157.
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¢

while 10th landwehr and 36tl Division fire followed closely the pre-
scﬂbed ﬁattern, the bulk of the )Oth Division preparatory fire had been
wconcentrated on the penetration points Fossoy and Mezy, destruc-

- tion of resexves in the wood to the east and the stream bottom south of
Blesmes with blue crbss and shrapnel. Gassing of the edges of Bois d'Aigremont

and Bois de la Jute [is important]. 95

Destructive as the qubardment was in the 4th Infantry sector, in the

5 7th Infantry area it came down on the sector just as a battalion relief was
being carried out if! the front lines. Why it was in progress when the hour
of the offensive was known is nowhere explained. Since there was shelter

for only one battalion along the river and railroad, the "high explosives,
gas and shrapnel. in terrific intensity...cauced most severe losses." Losses
were furthe;- aggravated by the fact thaf the reserve battalion of the 7th
Infantry at viffort had re.cently been moved up to Greves and Houy Farms, to
form a second line of resistance. These obvious targets, as well as le Roéq _
farm, the 3rd Battalion PC in the woods below the farm, and the village of

Fossoy were among the most heavily shelled that n.'Lght-f’6

In the 30th Infantry sector the lst Battalion was in the line along

the railroad, rxrather than the river front, and the 3rd Battalion, with two

)

Rpt Ia 119/VI, Corps Kathen to ACK 7 [Seventh Army Hgl, 29 Jun
(GFB 128, fol I, p- ‘615E.""'

56
History, p. 93.
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,;;ompanies of the 38th Infantry and a battalion of the 4th Infantry, was
f;;massed in support in the Bois d'Aigremont. Here too a relief was in progress
ré;ﬁhen the bombardment began. The 2nd Battalion of the regiment, in reserve
ﬂif;ear 00urboin, was coming up to relieve the battalion along the railroad

E embankment when it was caught on the south edge of the'Bois d'Aigremont .37

'ff'fold to seek shelter, “some of the men got detached from their organizations

e and ran into the open fleld toward le'Rocq Farm." One company commander was

" wfound during the bombardment in a dugout lying down with his leggins and

shoes off," in a state of shock.58

Within a minute of the time the German bombardment began,"the entire
[30th] regimental area was filled with bursting shrapnel, high explosives
nd gas chells of all calibers....The Bois d'algremont...[was] turned into

an almost impenetrable mass of brush by the terrific bombardment.®

"Rapid fire continued,”™ said a 38th Infantry report, "until about 1.55
a-m. and then a moderately heavy schedule began, including tear and sneezing
gas shells on the forward area and lethal gas on the supports and reserves.
, By 12.15 every man in the regiment had adjusted'his gas mask - to wear it fo:

o
the next six or seven hours.* 99

57 ,
History, p. 137.
58
Rpt of Opns of nd Bn, 30th Inf, 2 Aug (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6).
59

History, pp. 137, 157. Messages written during the night speak of "a
little gas" at 0340 hrs, "some gas™ and "fawer gas shells” at 0430, "moderate
shelling" at 0600, "no gas shells* by 0710 (Box 32, 32.16).

- 32 -



An artillery report said that "The hostile shelling fairly combed the
countryside to a depth of six kilometers. Interspersed with a mixture of
high explosive and shrapnel was an expenditure of gas shells lasting four
hours during the first stage of the battle. The attack continued without
noticeable abatement until 8.30 A.M. of the 15th." Almost 2,000 gas shells
fell in the vicinity of each of its batteries; the 10th FA ;eported, proving
5very effective, with many casualties.” But one 10th FA unit said that the
first part of the bombardment, when Qas was used, had "litfle effect as the
gas seemed to be weak," and that after the early gassing'hothing but HE and
shrapnel had been fired. Yet the report concluded: *"Impression is that the

enemy artillery preparation was perfect." 60

The Division Surgeoh was to say that the bombardment extended almost
twelve kilometers back of the front, with gas effects pronounced as far as

Essises and Pertibout.61 All agreed that within ten minutes wire communica-

tions throughout the division sector were completely destroyed and until ‘late _E

the next day all communication depended on runners.

The most vivid account of the bombardment is that of Maj. W. E. Boyce,

medical officer of the 2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry, who came up with his

60

p. 203; Ltr, CO 10th FA to CG 3rd FA Brig, 24 Jan 1919, sub: Rpt of Gas Atks
(GAF - 3rd Div). For an account of two 155-mm. batteries smashed that night,
see Ltr, CO Bty D 18th FA to TAG, 26 Aug 1925, sub: Data for Hist Purposes
(3rd Div Box 54, 33.6).

61
Med Hist of 3rd Div (Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1).
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unit that night to join the 3rd Battalion in the Bois d'Aigremont, prepara~

tory to relieving the lst Battalion in the line the next night.

" The night was ideal, said Major Boyce. It was cool, and there were
stars everywhere overhead, but a heavy fog was coming in from the river.
About an hour before midnight the troops passed the field battery positions,
their fire producing an |

almost continuous violent thunder, accompanied by leaping sheets of flame,
while_over our heads there was the wild screech of shells speeding [over the
Marne]. Not an enemy shell was falling.

The battalion reached the Bois d'Aigremont shortly before midnight and
the men and the wagon train had just been disposed in the thick underbrush
when the

air was suddenly filled with new and vicious sounds...the blood-curdling
shrieks of incoming shell. There were thousands of shells in that first
salvo - such a howling, followed by terrific explosions, while dirt and
sticks, pieces of trees and debris were scattered everywhere. Great gap-
ing holes opened up all around, while the earth shook and trembled under
the force of the mighty detonations....

I lay there on the ground one hour while the sky was raining shells....
and there was no abatement....After a while I became aware of a different
sound...the dull thud caused by gas shells. 2 moment later and I could
smell the deadly poison. I reached for my trusted gas mask and, much as
‘I dreaded to do so, pulled it on. The mask is safe, but it is the most
uncomfortable thing I ever experienced. If [anyone wants tol know how a
gas mask feels, let him seize his nose with a pair of fire tongs, bury
his face in a hot feather pillow, then seize a gas pipe with his teeth
and breathe through it for a few hours while he performs routine duties.
It is safe, but, like the deadly poison which forced its invention, it is
not §ane- eece

Daylight came as a great relief but I hope I shall never witness another
such spectacle. Five hours had wrought tremendous havoc and at this hour...
[the fire actually] seemed to increase in fury. Dead animals lay every-
where in the tangled, broken woods...and everywhere were torn human bodies
and the woundede...
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The majority of the wounded were lieroic....but we had many raving maniacs,
psychoneurotics, so-called "shell shock" cases. Some of them cursed and
raved and had to be tied to their litters; some shook violently...some
trembled and slunk away in apparent abject fear of every incoming shell,
while others simply stood speechless, oblivious to all surroundingsees..

At ten o'clock we had more than 250 men all severely wounded, lying on

the ground awaiting evacuation.62

The German gas historian, Rudolf Hanslian, said the bombardment, lasting

seven hours, was carried out by the reenforced artillery of Corps Kathen,

from an Army allotment [?] of 130,000 blue ctoss shells (diphenylchloro-
arsine), 65,000 green cross shells (phosgene or diphosgene), and 5,000 yellow
cross shells (mustard gas).63 But it was not possible for Hanslian to say
. how many of these shells were fired since the war diaries of the artillery
commands reported that the preparation was not carried out as scheduled,

owing to "insufficient supply and strong enemy counter activity.* The
counterbattery fire had made it all but impossible to supply the battery posi-
tions as provided in orders, and Hanslian thought that no more than 75 per-

cent or 150,000 of the 200,000 gas shells prescribed were actually fired.64

62

. Med History of 3rd Div, Apr 1, 1918 to apr 1, 1919, pp. 113 - 114 (Med
. Dept Box 3430, fol 1). This account is also found in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.4,
and printed,under the title "Night of the Great Barrage,” in the 3rd Div
camp paper, The Watch on the Rhine, Andernach, 6 Jun 1919.

63
, Hanslian does not cite his sources, but gives to corps alone what was
more likely the Army allotment of gas shell--considering the difficulty of
supplying the vast Marne salient.

64 |
~ Hanslian, "Gasangriffe an der Amerikanischen Front,”™ n.d., p. 111 i
(MS in CMLHO). »
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This.short supply is supporteduby Arko 130 (10th Landwehr Division),
;ne of the thiee artillery commands of Corps Kathen, which reported on
13 July that its field guns would not be #ble "tb fire gas to the ordered
degree as we have been supplied with no yellow cross at all, only three-
fifths of the blue créss,.and fqur-fifths of the green cross needed to comply.:'
with the.order." And on 15 July: "It was immediately apparent that we WOuld.
not be completely successful in destroying the enemy artillery, partly because

of inadequate intelligence in the Marne sector...and partly because we were

not supplied with enough gas ammunition.n 65

Ammunition consumption reports are not available for Arko 10 (10th Divi-
sion) or Arko 36 (36th Divigion), but Arko 130 reported that on 15 July it
fired 12,066 blue cross shells, 5,252 green cross shells, and 16,902 HE and
shrapnel shells, the gas shells thus representing a liftle more than half its
total fire. On 16 July it fired 2,6% blue cross, 300 green cross and 9,532

HE and shrapnel, all calibers; and on 17 July it fired 5,315 HE shells.60

If the number of shells fired by Arko 10 and Arko 36 was comparable to

that fired by Arko 1§93 then iotal fire on the 3rd Division and adjacent fronts

65

Arko 130 WD, 13 and 15 Jul (10th_ldw Div, GFB 162, fol II, pp. 89 ff).

66

Arko 130 WD, 15 - 17 Jul, above. Note: Few of the war diaries and
annexes of German arty comds, the usual source of ammo consumption rpts, were
translated for the MSB or collected later by the :rmv War College historical
section at the Reichsarchiv in Petsdam. Marginal notes in GFE 158, 161, and
187 list the records of Arke 10, arko 130, and Arko 30 that were "examined
but nothing pertinent found."
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~;T: on 15 and 16 July was apprOximately 50,000 gas shells and 50,000 HE shells .
the first day and 9,000 gas shells and 30,000 HE shells the second day -=-

1%1'5 falrly close approximation to the experience of the 3rd Division.

In his report of the bombardment, Major Somervell, the Division Gas

Officer, said that a count of shell holes in the division sector indicated

) that about 1,000 gas shells per square'kilométer fell during the first three
hours of the bombardment, representing between 75 and 80 percent of-the total
shells fired into the sector. During the iast thre¢ hours the percentage

of gas sheils dropped to 50 percent. The areas described by $omerve11 as_'.
most severely bambarded (Map No. 5) covered between 35 and 40 square kilo-
‘meters, which suggests that between 50,000 and 60,000 gas shells (and between
40,000 and 45,000 HE or shrapnél shells) fell in the 3rd Division sector. On

the basis of Arko 130 data, these would appear to be maximum figures. '

~.

An important question, since the conduct of the 30th Infantry after thg‘

~

bpmbardﬁent hinges on the answer, is whether or ﬁot any mustard gasrwaa f#:edx\\
into the division sector that night. Certainly, no Germanvfife ;rder men~ )
tions any gases but blue cross and Qreencross (diphenylchlofdarsine and
diphosgene) in the bombardmeﬁt, and Aggg_lgg denied it had any yellow cross.

Yet Somervell said that diphosgene, chloréicrin, ypérite (mustard-gasj. di-
phenylchloroarsine, aﬁd ethyldichloroarsiné were the gases used, hustard

§aa shells falling only on rear aréas, with none reported anywhere east of‘

the line Fossoy-St. Fugene (i.e., in the Surmelin valley). An exception

was the "Mustard or other persistent gases" put along the trail fidm the

- 3.
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¥€f§alley road at Le Chanet to a command post in the Bois d'Aigremont, which

'%;bfevented wany movement...in the east of the Bois d'Aigremont and Bois de

?;13 Jute.n 67

Mistard gas was also reported in a memo written at noon on 15 July

'?}59 the 30th Infahtry_adjutant: ‘"We have been exposed to mustard gas,

;;_chlorine and chocolate gas6é8 and if a good many of our men don't get their
;Ziﬁlothes off we are going to have casualties froﬁ Mustard gas-"69 Curiously

, ;ffenough, records show that the gas hospital at Ville Chamblon, ten kilometers

. south of Chateau Thierry, admitted four "gassed, mustard™ cases from the

; { ath Infantry, oﬁe from the 7th Infantry, fwo from the 30th Infantry, two

7 jf% from the artillery, and one each from the engineers and machine gun battalions |
'aigirron716 July, none from any ﬁnit over the next three days. It is just possible é?

??i that the skin irritation caused by diphenylchloroarsine was mistaken at the

67 .

Ltr, DGO to G -~ 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, sub: Rpt on Gas Attack, July 14 -
15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3). This much reprinted report is also in GAF =~ .
3rd Divi Spencer, I, 146 - 150; and partially reprinted in MSB, pp. 815 =
818; CWS Weekly Sum of Info, 7 Aug (War Dept Hist Box 298)y and USA_in the

MW, V, Alsne-Marne (Washington, D.C., 1948), 72-74. i

German diphosgene had a chocolate odor.

69 '
Rpt of Col Cromwell Stacey, 30th Inf, at Div FC, noon, 15 Jul (3rd Div
Box 40, 33.6). The 3rd Bn comdr in his Rpt of Opns, 12 Aug {3rd Div Box 40,
33.6), said that during the bombardment "there seemed to be more Phosgene than
any other kind of gas." Daily Intel Rpt, 30th Inf, 14 - 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 40,
20.7), reported "mustard, lachrymatory, sneezing and chlorine gases." Cf. USA

in the Ww, V, 77, 79. '
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gas hospital for incipient mustaxd burns-70 So much for the evidence.

As of noon on 16 July, the division hospitals had admitted 424 gas
cases, said Somervell, of which 121 were from the 28th Division. But_in
his final count of gas casualties, misleadirgly indicated as due to the
15 July bombardment, he included a large number that resulted from mustard
’éas bombardments‘put down on 18 and 19 July to cover the retreat of Corps
EEEDQD° ‘Without distinguishing between these offensive and defensive bom-
bardments, he reported a total of 1,559 gas cases in 3rd Division and 408
in 28th Division:during the period 15 - 20 July, and in a later report

increased the 3rd Division total alone to 1,720 cases.’1

Division G -~ 3 made no distinction between the gassed and wounded
in its report on 17 July that the German offensive had cost 841 casualties
in the 5th Brigade (155 killed, 648 wounded, 38 missing) and about 2,250
in the 6th Brigade, a total of almost 3,100. An actual count of casualties
admitted to 3rd Division hospitals through 17 July shows 787 gas cases,
1,297 wound cases, and 58 marked "PN" [psychoneﬂrosis]. A médiqél reporf

of deaths shows 626 killed on 15 July, for a total of 2,768 casualties of

70 .
Gas hospital admission lists in Med Dept Box 3443. Med Dept...
in the World War, vol. XIV, Medical Aspects of Gas Warfare, p. 416,

said that diphenylchloroarsine produced intense hyperemia [sometimes

 manifassed as a severe skin irritation]after six hours exposure.

71
See Analysis, pp. 87 - 88.
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the bombardment and assault that day.72

Major Somervell seems to have fhought there was considerable feigning

among those who reported themselves gassed as a result of the bombardment.

In "going over hospital gas cases,JAhe found that over 60 percent were §o -

 slight that in all probability they ought not to have been evacuated, except

that AEF orders sald those who reported in as gassed had to be evacuated. Not
only did division medical officers agree with him on this estimate, he said,
bﬁt the faét that there had been “only one authentic dsath from gas during
the seven days since the attack" wés evidence that the total admitted to the-
hospitals was "out of all prdporti&n to those actually affected." Thus Qf
ngome 1680" evacuated [his own tally was 1559 for the 3rd Division], onlyv

600 could be considered gassed and “"not 50 were seriously affected.”

Of the real gas cases, Somexrvell continued, 50 psrcent were unavoidable,
resulting when masks were knocked off by nearby explosions, torn by brush,
or deranged when men fell into shell'holgs. The next largest group of césu—

alties, 25-percent, were caused when men removed thelr masls too soon, and

10 percent resulted when wearing the mask became unbearhblg or it was removed

in oxder to'sée.in the dark. (thers became casualties becausa they were not

warned in time, as a result of insufficient instructibn of was sentrigs and

too few of them, did not recognize the odor of gas, wore equirment over their

gas masks, or in the case of telerhone lincmen, removed their masks to speak.

72

DOR, 3rd Div, 17 July . nalysis, ppe 8C, 89. Zixty embtlenczis and
20 trucks were kept going continuously on 15 and 16 July bringing in the
casualties (Med Hist of 3rd Div, :wd Dewt Eox 343C, fol 1).
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Even though "the artillery gas preparatipn was quite as intense as
'?f'those earlier,” sald Somervell, "the actual casualties were few [despite]

Ei,the fact that the troops were not entrenched, that very few dugouts had

:€! been completed, and that all reserve and support positions were in wooded

%gi areas."” Considering that a total of 28,500 men. (in the two American divisions)
; were exposed to the bohbardment, 600 or even 2,000 seemed to him remarkably

few gas casualties.’3 Though Somervell did not say so, it wﬁs also a remark-
able demonstration of the relative ineffectiveness of diphenylchloroarsine

in producing casualties. Bﬁt for the neutralization of troops, as the Gegmans
intended,iit was excellent. ’

' Hanglian, accepting Somervell's count of 1,967 gas casualties in fhe 3rd
and 28th Divisions, seems not to have been aware that probably little mbre
than half this total represented casualties of the preparatory bombardment.

The remaining_tasualties fesulted from musfard gas shelling that;began on the

. night of 18 - 19 July.

Two thousand gas casualties iepresented only fair results from the
German expendifbre'éf gas #hells; Saiarﬂahslian, adding that since the Ameri-
cahs were well warned of the attack, "good protective measures could be
adopted in aannce, sé that the casualtie§ were kept within tolerable

limits. The bombardment failed to prevent the enemy from opposing the German

73 ) :

Ltr, DGO to G - 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, above. Casualties were proportionately

much higher in the sector west of 3rd Div where mustard gas was used by Corps
?ichura- See Study No. 4, "The 26th Div in the Aisne-Marne Campaign," pp. 14 -
6. .
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attack.” 74
. Neither Somervell nor Hanslian took into account the md;t damaging effect .
of the bombardment, the shatteriég of nerves and moiéle that was to afféct
the conddct of the division to the end of the campaign. One regimental cbm-
mander was léft;“a nervous wreckﬁvafter the bOmbérdment and had to be transe
ferred to the divisional trains. Two of the other three wefeidescribed as
littlerbetter; Colonel Keiton, Chief of étaff, reporting this, also said that
abdut 500 men “got out of line" the night of the bombardment. Ihefe)wefe,
perabiy mény more, for the medical officer of the 30th Infantryrgaid later -
that there were few Qés cases in his regiment on the night of thé-bompardment :
(115 admitted as of 17 July), but “one form of ps&choneurogis, ‘Gas fright,‘

was very common.®’d -

The subsequent operations of the division were not unduly.hazardoﬁs; but
before the month was out a total of 566 officers and men were admitted as
“psychoneurosis" cases (in addition to 7 shell shock cases). The_instances
among these where the original diagnosis of “PN" was subsequently'cﬁanged

‘to 'Gassed" would seem to 1ndicate the princxpal source of their breakdown-

"'The reverse was also true, of course, for the Division Surgeon said he

observed. relatlvely large numbers of cases who thought they were gassed

k7 :
,‘bnSIian' “&sangriffeoﬁo’“ po lllo

75 | | R |
, - Pers ltr, CofS 3rd Div to Col Fox Conner, G - 3 GHQ AEF, 30 Jul, atchd
to Spec Rpt of Opns of 3rd Div (3rd Div Box 21. 33.6); Med Hist of 3rd Div,
p. 117 (Mzd Dept Box 3430, fol 1). - :
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but who were really suffering from a mild form of gas fright-"76

The Attack

All units of the 3rd Divisioh>later agreed that they had been "badly
punished by the bombardment,” the 30th Infantry insisting fhat its "losseSee.
in officers, men, and animals were very heavy, not from the Infantry attack,
but from the prepargtion fire."’’ It was a damaging admission, but it>was

true.

With all communications out and runners taking three to four hours to
go from the front to the rear, when they arrived at all, the regiments of‘
3rd Division on the morning of the 15th were on their own. With the excep-

tion of some men seen at Bochage Farm "not wearing gas masks" while gas shells

were falling all abOUt,78 few stirred from where they hugged the ground or ;
huddléd in shelters until the bombardment let up slightly, sometime afté: :

0500. Then, in the 30th Infantry at least, the walking wounded and gassed

76 B ' g o
_ Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 73 (Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1) and Analysis, .
R A o .
History, pp. 95, 139.
7

Msg, CG, 6th Brig to FC 3rd Div, 0450, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3)’




2;2}9 allowed to méke their,own way to the rear§79

Aithough the sheliing of 4th Inféntry support and reserve positions

" Jasted with great violence through the night, the relatively few shells

' j;;falling on its front lines made it seemrunlikély that the attack would come
ffthere' At 0430 the French on the right of the division reported that they

:ﬂj;were still under violent bombardment and no attack had come yet. 80

About 0500, from his OP on Hill 186 where he commanded a view of the

-ﬁivision front, a 4th Infantry observer reported a dense cloud of smoke com-

Vii”ing out of the south and east edges of the Bois de Barbillon and drifting down

river to the right. The crossing was apparently going to be made from Gland

to the east, beyond both the 4th and 7th Infantry fronts.8l But the enemy

- had actually begun crossing more than an hour before.

The 30th and 38th Infantry sectors proved to be the extreme right flank

. of the German assault. According to their schedule, the German shock divisions,

55 - _ »
T Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 105, above. Lanza, Field Notes, "The 30th Inf
~on July 15 and 16," Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 40, 18.2), said he found evidence
- that the 30th Inf “fully manned its trenches including the second line at the
. start of the bombardment.” The 3rd Bn comdr, in his Rpt of Cpns, 12 Aug (3rd
;' Div Box 40, 33.6), said his companies were not ordered out of their dugouts
_- to combat positions in the B. d'Aigremont until 0530.

- 80 o .
T Msg, CG 6th Brig to FC 3rd Div, 0515, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3).

81 :
History, pp. 57, 94, and repeated in 4th Inf opns rpts.
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the 10th and 36th, were to cross at Mont St. Pere, Charteves, and above
Varennes at 0210, reach the railroad at 0230, and reform and wait there until
the rolling barrage for the attack began at 0400. As a result of the demoraliz-

ing yperite and counteroffensive fire, the croséing began almost two hours late.

About 0330, said the 38th Infantry (contradicting the 4th Infantry ob-
$erver), a 15-minute destructive fire was laid on its outposts at the water's A
edge and soon after under cover of barrage fire and smoke the enemy began-haul-
ing boats and pontoons into place for the crossiné- 3rd Division arfillery fire
laid on the river destroyed many of the 18-man boats and rafts coming over the
Marne, and the automatic rifles and machine guns in the 30th and 38th Infantry
outposts caused enormous losses before the positions were overrun. It is

reported that over 1,600 Germans were later buried in the wheat fields between

Mezy and the Su:melin.ez

On the right of the 38th, soon after the first enemy troops had crossed,
the French di&ision there gave way, reportedly abandoning platb;ns of four
28th Division companies that they had interspersed with their front line

“troops.83 Apprised of the open flank by the sudden enfilade fire on their

82 . History, pp. 10, 1583 Col Conrad H. Lanza, Fleld Notes, "The 38th Inf
in the Second Battle of the Marne,® Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 4, 18.8).

83

Col Robt. H. Kelton, CofS, 3rd Div, Special Report of Opns (3rd Div
Box 21, 33.6). Liaison Rpt, lst Lt G. M. Stapleton, with 125th Fr Div,
n.d. (3rd Div Box 23, 35.2), said that at 0915 the French line was back at
Paroy-Bois de Conde~La Chapelle. See French defense of 125th positions with
sketch, 18 Apr 1928, in Fr Files Box 107, 30.4. Cf. Situ Rpt, 17 Jul (USA

in_the Wy, V, 39).
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flank, the 38th Infantry ruShed several companies to thg hill east of the
Surmelin, and from 0500 on battled there to prevent their entire position

from bzing turned.

On the left, Germans streame& over a hasty footbridge in large nuhbers
~on the front of the 30th Infantry, fanning out around Mezy and climbing the
wooded heights below fhe town. The 7th Infantry was to say its two coﬁpanies
at the railroad, though "practically wiped out,” held fast, but that‘the 30th
Infantry was forced to retiré to the woods on the slopes north of Crezancy
and near Fossoy-84 Colonel lanza, in a later study of the records as well
as the terrain, found no evidence whatever that the enemy entered the 7th

Infantry séctor. At 1245 that day, he says, three companies of the regi-

ment, ordered by Dickman to counterattack towards Fossoy and Mezy, were

smashed by enemy artillery and planes neér the Bois d'Aigremont. The effort

accomplished nothing except to further demoralize the command.” 85

The 7th Infantry commander's admission that "by daybreak}(ls July) _

the companies and battalions [were] thoroughly disorganized,‘ and his state-
' ]

ment that everyone on his right was "either i forced back or withdrew up to the

.'gétes of Reims," suggestsipersistent hystefja# "That few or none of the enemy

84 _ . '
Pers 1ltr, Dickman to Col O. L. Spaulding, Hist Br GS, 8 Feb 1920 (3rd
Div Box 3, 11.4), said the front line bn of the 30th Inf fell back and joined
the 38th Inf after 600 out of 900 combatants became casualties, when the line
was turned by the enemy crossing in force south of Mont St. Pere.

85

_ Col C. H. Lanza, Field Notes, "The 7th Inf in the Second Battle of the
Marne," 5 Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 36, 18.2; also Field-Notes in Box 5, 18.8).
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entered the 7th Infantry sector scems borne out by Map No. 6. 86

In the 30th Infantry sector, Colonel Butts, the regimental‘COmmander.
became personally convinced that the river line was unéenable and withdrew -
his riflemen shortly after the enemy crossed on his front, aboﬁt 0600.87
He would make his principal stand in the Bois d'Aigremont. With the retire-
ment of the 30th Infantry and of the French on the right, both flanks of the
38th Infantry were thus simult#neously exposed. While two of its companies
at once crossed the Surmelin to hold that flank, "kitchen personnel, cle;ks,

runners and buzzer-phone operators were rustled together for a combined defense

against 300 Germans who had worked their way around Mezy."

About 0800 the front line forces of the 38th Infantry were ordered to

withdraw and they began falling back to the line Moulins-Hill 231.88 Back

86 :
Ltr rpt, Col T. M. Anderson Jr, CO 7th Inf to CG 5th Brig, 20 Jul,
sub: Rpt of Opns of Rgt, July 14 - 15; Ltr rpt, Col E. L. Butts [who
relieved Anderson on 31 Jul], CO 7th Inf to CG 3rd Div, 4 Aug, sub: Opns
Rpt; Ltr, CO Co F 7th Inf to CofS 3rd Div, 21 Apr 1919, sub: Recent pub'n
in New York Times [13 Apr 1919] (all in 3rd Div Box 39, 33.6).

87 . _ . . !

‘ Msg, Crawford CG 6th Brig, 0700, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6), il
reported enemy advancing on Fossoy and Crezancy; Msg, Crawford to Div
FC, 1100, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 32, 32.16), said 30th Inf had been driven
back to B. d°Aigremont. See Col E. L. Butts, The Keypoint of the Marne
and_its Defense by the 30th Inf (Menasha, Wisc., 1930), p. 3, and map
drawn by Hist Br, WPD, Aug 1921 (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6), showing B and C
Companies withdrawn to B. d'Aigremont.

88
History, pp. 158 - 593 Lanza, Field Notes, “The 38th Inf in the
Second Battle of the Marne," above. '
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of the lines of these fighting, frightened men, enemy planes swooped in
again and again, spraying the ground with machine gun fire wherever troops

showed themselves.

Captured documents said that by 1040 hours the German infantry was to
have been oﬁ the objective at Montigny, eight kilometers south of the river.
| But at that hour the 3Bth Infantry was still holding the entrance to the
Surmeiin valley thrsugh Moulins, a few machine guns and riflemen of the 30th
Infantry commanded the wheat fieldsabove the aquéduct line, and no enemy troobs
had been able to cross the Fossoy-Crezancy road. Ordered to retire still ‘ .
farther, to the Bois de la Jute, the 38th Infantry complied that afternoon,

long after the French had abandoned Hill 231.89

Sometime after 1500 on 15 July the battle was over.90

The Situation on 16 July

In its war diary entry on the evening of 15 July, 10th Division said

89 : E

Msg, CofS to CG 6th Brig, 1000, 15 Jul 3rd Div Box 32, 32.16), ordered
the 38th Inf to B. de la Jute if support on right gave way. Msg. . Dickman to
CO 38th Inf and CG 6th Brig, 1030, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6)¢ <GeImans
counterattacking St. Agnan and above Janvier Farm. Connecticn must be main-
tained with 125th Div at Paroy. Corps prevents sending you assistance.'

90

Telg, CofS 3rd Div to G - 3 GHQ AEF, 1857, 15 Jul {3rd Div Box 21, 33.3):
"Germans took Fossoy and forced our center back about two kilometers from river.
Our right held....Situation at 3 p.m. satisfactory....Cur casuvalties probably
large including gas.”
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that "The enemy was prepared, the attack having been betrayed." At 1930,

Seventh Army ordered Corps Kathen to go over to the defensive and pull back
the remains of 10th Division. The division was to leave machine gun sentries

along the railroad to protecf its withdrawal, while 10th Landwehr troops:itook

over the advance positions above Fossoy—Mezy-Moulins.91

On the morning §f 16 July, scattered German troops still held the ground
opposite Gland and Mont St. Pere and were massed in the Jaulgonne bend down
to Hill 231 and southeast in the Bois de Condé. Still farther to the right,
below DOrman§, the enemy had penetrated eight kilometers before being stopped.
During that day, while the enemy cénsolidated;his siall gains, 3rd:Division
tried to reestablish’communications, and by evening had ‘troops digging in
f;om the Marne at Chateau Thierry to Mezy, south to Crezancy, and east to

the top of Launay, connecting with the French at Maison Rouge.92

Taking little part in this effort apparently was the 30th Infantry which
on the morning of thé 16th had nineteen companies, inﬁluding éhree of the 4th
Infantry sent the previous morning, all crowded into the Bois d'Aigremont.
| This was more than enough ™to ovérdome'bfdin#rynobbbsition;' said General

- Dickman, ordering both the 7th and 30th Infantry to return to their original

5T .
10th Div WD, 15 - 18 Jul (MSB, pp. 508. 551, 581, 595); Seventh
Axmy WD, 15 Jul (MSB, p. 529); Corps Kathen wD, 15 Jul (GFB 128, fol I).

92

DOR, 3rd Div, 16 and 17 Jul (3rd Div Box 20, 33.1). Msg,CG 6th Brig
to G - 3 3rd Div, 1520, 16 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3), said the 73rd Fr
counterattack from Bois de la Jute to Paroy the previous night had been
repulsed. The div was then at Maison Rouge and St. Agnan, Pushing the
enemy east and north of Condé.

rd

- 5] -



if

i

i

v oy

lines on the front.93 But both oificers and troops in the 30th Infantry
sector seem to have been thoroughly demoralized. The signal detachment
with the regiméht reported that its “men were gding to pieces” and was
relieved that morning by 40 Signalmen from the 28th Division, and Colonel
Butts, feeling he hadf?ndured enough, asked for and got the lllth Infantry,

28th Division, to felféﬁe his entire regiment. At 1100 hours he reported

to brigade: "As fast ‘as Bns. of the Oth are replaced, they are being sent

_to Essises to be deloused." 94

This remarkable message is explained in the personal diary of the com-
mander of Company G. With his company, he was taken by truck from Corboin
to Essises that ﬁorning, and there “We were deloused, and most of us were
red 21l over; but did not know it was gas. I believe every man had if." 95
In conjunction with the statement At no&n on 15 July that the regihent had
been exposed to mustard gas (p. 39,a£ove), it would appear that.Colonél
Butts thought every one of his men had been gassed and Qent them all to

Essises t0 be decontaminated. His claim that the bombardment énd attack

93 - ‘
Quoted in Msg, CG 5th Brig to CG<6th Brig, n.h., 16 Jul (3rd Div
Box 30, 32.16). -

94 -
Msg, CO 30th Inf to CG 6th Brig, 1100, 16 Jul (3rd Div Box 32, 32.16);
History, p. 290. _

95

Extracts from Pers Diary of [Capt] F. M. Lasseigne (3rd Div Box 41,
33.61). Llasseigne himself returned to the front Ei.e., to la Chapelle]
the next day. Why he returned and why to la Chapelle he did not say.
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cost him 25 officers and 1,400 man is denied by hospital records which

ghow 148 killed, 72 gassed, and 249 wounded as of the evening of 16 July.96

E
No record of the request for réiiéf, or of General' Dickman's or General
Cranford's agreement to it, has been found in 3rd Division files. The evi-
dence that nholéaale mustard gas.contamination was the.reason Butts gave.
necessitating the relief of his regiment is admittedly slender, but no other
reason seems possible. Certainly, delousing was no excuse, when the enemy

was believed preparing to resume his attack at any moment.9’

There is no question that the 30th Infantry, unit by unit came out of
the line on the 16th and remained out for six days. Its complete withdrawal
from the lina on the morning of 16 Juiy as effectively removed that regiment
from action as though all 3,000 officers and men had been legitimate gas
casualties. Gas casualties of the bombardnent of 15 July in the 3rd Divi-
sion sector ware therefore nearer 5,000 than the 2,000 reported by Major
Somervell. .

The admission of the 30th Infantry that most of 1ts losses resulted

from the German artillery preparation, not from the 1nfantry attack, was

also true of the 4th and 7th Infantry. It ‘seems probable that the 38th

Infantry which took fewer gas and wound casualties than either the 7th or

96
History, p. 1395 Analysis, pp. 86, 89.

97

The 7th Inf comdr said that "the two days following the barrage [was)
a period of crisis" (History, p- 95).
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30th Infantry — perhaps because it was not making a relief at the hour of

1

the bombardment -- was engaged in the most serious fighting that occurred

Giites
o

s

g

in the division sector on the 15th, against the 6th Grenadiers of 10th Division

(see Map No. 6). This is borne out by the available casualty statistics of

the units opposite 3rd Division

In the period 1 - 10 July, the 10th_Landwehr Division, holding the front

opposite 3rd Division prior to the offensive, reportedly lost 26 officers and
men killed, 93 wounded. For the period 11 - 20 July, losses were reported as
115 killed, 614 wounded, and 28 missing, most of them the result of the counter-

offensive fire on the night of 14 - 15 July. Losses in the special assault

division, the 10th Division, for the period 11 - 20 July were sald to have
been 241 killed, 1,158 wounded, and 972 missing, almost all these casualties

occurring on the night of 14 - 15 July and on 16 July.98

The 6th Gre qler s, 10th Division, attacking in the 38th Infantry sec~
tor, suffered losses of 36 killed, 227 wounded, and 608 missing;as a result
of the attack or almost three times as many men as either Qf the other two
regiments .in the_diyi§ion. .0n 17 JulyrtheAst:ength of the grenadiers was
repoited as 14 pfficérs.and 234 men, a loss of almést thrée»quarters of its

original force.

If the losses in the 398th_and 47th_Infantry, 10th Division, were not

higher, it was because a battalion in each had bzen routed by <he bombardment

g Sy

]

98

b

Rpts of losses to AOK 7 in GFB 9, fol I, pp. 24, 31, 36 - 38.
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above the Morne and their remaining elements so disorganized that after cros-
sing the river much of their efféctiveneés was gone. Only isolated elements
entered Fossoy and then were withdrawn.?? No comparable casualty reports
have been found for the other shock division, the 36th, most of whose units-
met the platoon§ of the 28th Division and the Frgnch to the right: of the

38th Infantry.

Yperite (mustard gas) casualties are available only for the 10th Landwehr

Division. These were reported on 16 July (probablyrfor the previous day) as
?iofficgrs and 96 men, in addition to 347k111ed and.125 wounded during the
counferoffensive fire. Over the next two days another 32 gas cases were
reported-loo Gas casualties in the Oth Landwehr thus represented over 40

_percent of total casualties of the French and American bombardment. Sub-

sequent French reports, based on the interrogation of prisoners, said that

yperite losses in thé 10th_Landwehr amounted to 30 percent of the division.

The shock regiments of the 10th.énd 36th-Divi§ion§ (the 5th and-6th Grenadiers),

though harassed by the gas fire, were not directly subjected to the yperite

o

and therefore took relatively few gas casualties-101

é)Extracts from 10th Div ND, 13 Jul (!§§, Pp- 508 ff, and 3rd Div Box 405
22.9).

100
Corps Kathen WD, 16 -~ 18 Jul (GFB 128, fol I, p- 10); 10th Div Annexes
(GFB 158, fol 1I, pp. 109, 112). -

101 ' _
French Interr of Prisoners reports, 1n French Files Box 107, 20.9
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X*XViII Frenchlcorpejwee:to credit the reoulserof the enemy attack
on its front to the gés:éhd counteroffensive fire along the &dges of the
Bois de Barbillon ano Forét de Fere before the enemy bombardment began, to
the bayrage fire on the riuer during the crossing, and to the skilfui use
of machine guns along the front, holding the emeny at the outposts. Citing
a captured document, corps said its flre had resulted in "1ndescribab1e con-
fusion of [enemy] units" as they assembled for the attack.lo2 'The attack

had been blunted before it started-r

It was obvious to Army Group Gerggn Crown_Prince as early.as the evening
of 15 July that the objective of the attack, the junction of'Seventh and First
A;migg at Epernay, could not be attained. Any further attack without a most
intensive artillery- preparation, requiring at least a day to prepare, since
ion must be crought s had litfle hope of success. "We had to count

on the [initiall attack south of the Marne affordlng a materialoo-success-" 103

_On 16 July Ludendorff ordered Seventh and First Armies to continue the

attack, and Seventh Army at once directed its artillery to locate and

102

Rpt 7053/?; 2nd Bur, 38th Fr Corps, 22 [ul, sub' German Attack on the

Marne along Front of'38th AjC' (French 51195 BOx5 ,;29 9)e o

Notet The shoc unit, 10th D1v, was replaced by 10th’ de as soon as
Corps Kathen went on the defensive. ‘Although depleted, 10th Div was rushed
north on 18 Jul to join newly formed orEs Etzel, to stem m the co counteroffen-
sive below Soissons (10th Div WD, 17 - 18 Jul, in MSB, pp, 581, 595).

103 . , , .
AGGCP WD, 15 and 16 Jul (_ug_g, pp- 540, 571).
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wpeutralize hostile batteries on the west bank of the Surmelin brook, to

- gweep thé Surmelin valley, and to iﬁterrupt traffic at Chezy-sur-Marne,

viffort and Montlevon. Plenty of yeliow cross should be USEd;" 104

But late the next day, Ludendorff stopped the attack. It was making

little or no progress and just wasting men and material. In order to salvage

something from the immense preparations on the Western Front, Army Group

Crown Prince of Bavaria was ordered to begin its offensive against the

Brit;sh at Amiens as soon as possible. But this too had to be cancelled
hours later when the Frehéh suddenly launched their counteroffensive at
Soissons on the morning of 18 July. As Seventh Army concluded in an account
of the series of miscalculations in the plans for the great "peace® offen-

sivet all the "assumptions were wrong." 103

Some time on 16 July, General Dickman asked for at least two “fresh and
unshaken” battalions from corps reserve (28th Division) and a French unit or
two with which to counterattack in the direction of Reuilly and clean out
fhe Jaulgonne saiient. But corps said the 73rd French was at St. Agnan and
advancing, and it would be enough for 3rd Division to organize firmly against‘

further attack the front opposite Charteves, the Surmelin valley between

. 104
Tel msg, Ludendorff to AGGCP, 12.40 A.M., 16 Jul (MSB, pp. 543 - 44);
Sevgnth Army Orders Ia 1023, 16 Jul (MSB, p. 546).

105
Seventh Army ¥D, 18 Jul (MSB, pp. 611 - 13).
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Crezancy and Paroy, and the left bank of the Surmelin.106

3rd Division was keptrbusy enough‘the next several days with salvage,
repair, and replacement problems. In the 7th Infantry sector, and probably
in the 30th and 38th Infantry sectors as well, "all of tﬁe stock and a great
part of the transportation...were in or near the front lines and were des- |
troyed by the bombardment," and all forward ration dumps of the regimente were
badly gassed, their large stecks of food -- all except the french rations in
iron cans -- completely spoiied- While the trains worked to restore the sup-
ply lines, 600 infantry replacements that arrived were used to police the
entire sector. They collected and turned in to salvage almost 300 truck loads

of Quartermaster property, ordnance and other equipment.lo7

~

On 18 July, as Mangin's Tenth Freneh Ariny struck the west face ¢of the
Marne salient in a great counterstroke to cut off von Boehn's pocketed Seventa
Army, the extreme ieft flank of Degoutte's Sixth Army advanced with the attack
(Map No. 7). The 3rd Division, its line now established from Chateau'Ihierry
to the east of Mezy -~ through Moullns —— the woods northeast of les Etangs
Farm -- thence southeast, still had orders "to bar the passage of the Marne

and defend the Surmelin valley." 108

106 ' '
Gen Opns Order 149, 38th Fr Corps, 0930, 16 Jul (3rd n14 2ox 19, 32. 7)._
History, p. 12.

107
Lanza, Field Notes on 7th Inf, 5 ipr 1919 {3rd Div Box 36, 18.2);
History, pp. 340 - 341. :

108 A
FO 8, 3rd Div, 010C, 18 Jul.
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After repeated requesfs to make the Reuilly attack, permission was
finally secured to use the 4th Infantry, but by then, on 20 July, it was

too late. The Germans had begun recrossing the rivg;;1°9 . e

*To keep the enemy masked"

On 17 July the Seventh Army juggernaut set about reversing itself as
troop units, guné, and supplies behind its foremdst lines ﬁere-pulled back
across the Marne. On Corps Kathen front that day, the 10th ;éndwghr was
ordered to take over all counter—batfery and long-range fire to profect the
withdrawal of the 36th Division and the right flank of Corps Wichurg. . Large
quantities of yellow cross (mustara gas) weré being brought up rapidly, but
until 1trarrived blue and green cross gas (diphenylchloroarsine and phosgene)

were to be used in counter-battery fire.110

Qn the night of 18 = 19 July, all artillery and troops not required.
for defense were ordered to prepare for the first stage of the withdrawél,
to the "Albert~Berta™ position hinging on Jaulgonne (Map No.»é). In the
coming operations, Seventh Army would ”endeaVor [to withdraw the].troops by

echelons, to graduallY~contract the arc, and force the ehemy to new concentrations

109
History, p. 12; Memo, CofS 3rd Div for Div Comdr, 19 Jul, subs
Proposal for attack...to Reuilly (3rd Div Box 19, 32.7).

110

Corps Kathen Order Ia 3131 to Artillery, 16 July (GFB 138, fol I,
Pe 96 .
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and consequent loss of time.n 111

Beginning in the evening of 18 July, the first of the "planned yellow
cross shoots on [allied] battery positions" was carried out by Corps Kathen
artillery. Up to midnight of 18 July, assisted by 36th Division and Corps

Wichura artillery, 10th landwehr reported that a total of 8,084 yellow'crOSS

and 249 HE shells had been put down on 3rd Division battery positions along
the south;edge of the Bois de la Jute, on le Houy Farm, Greves Farm, Paillar-

diserFarm, and between Courboin and Longeard (Map No. g9).112

The yellow cross fire continued through the early morning hours of
19 July as gun positions in the Bois de la Jute and elsewhere, as well as
the town of Crezancy; were contaminated with 4,130 rounds of yellow cross,

mixed with 1,485 HE shells.l13

On 20 July, as the 10th landwehr artillery withdrew northward its gas

fire was confined to 100 green cross (phosgene) shells, and on 22 July to

111

Tel msg, Seventh Army to Corps Kathen and Conta, 18 Jul; Seventh Army

Arko 130 Order 3, 18 Jul (GFB 161, fol I, pp. 103 - 104); Arko 130

.. WD, 18 Jul (GFB 162, fol II).

113 '
Arko 130 WD, 19 Jul. Corps Kathen WD, 19 Jul (GFB 128, fol I), reported
only 2030 yellow cross shells fired by 10th Ldw.

See also Arko 36 WD, 17 Jul (GFB 187, fol II, p..180); Corps Kathen WD,
18 and 20 Jul; 10th Ldw WD, 18 - 20 Jul (GFB 161, fol I, pp. 1 - 15).
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100 yellow cross. All else was high explosive fire. As ordered, the battery

positions in the 3rd Division sector had been "systematically coveredeses
S 3
over a period of time...to keep the enemy masked as long as possible and

hinder the abandoning of the positions.* 114

3rd DiQision unit records reveal little or nothing about the German gas-
sing between 18 and 22 July, although gas hospital lists show a total of 509
gas admissions in that period. In his report of the bombardment of 15 Jul?,
the Division Gas Officer recorded gas casualties through 20 July without dis-
tinguishin§ between those caused by the bombardment and those resulting from
the interdiction fire. A better distinction was made by the bivision Surgeon:
Of special interest is the fact that-;the symptoms [of the early patients] -
were to a great extent traceable to sneezing and vomiting gases; later Phos-
gene gas cases arrived; and when the enemy began his retirement, Mustard gas
cases were the rule.ll

Meanwhile, 3rd Division waited for the attacking eleﬁents;of Sixth Army
on the left to advance, and for its own attack orders. But the 167th French,
26th American and 39th French were stopped within‘a kilomete: or two of theirl
jump-off"posi_tiong by the enemy gas and HE fire put on their fronts. Their
.advance was not resumed hnfil three days later, oﬁ the morning of the 2lst,

‘Mhen at dawn it was discovered that the Germans had everywhere disappeared in

the night.

114
Arko ;§9VWD, 20 = 22 Juls Arko 130 Order 3, 18 Jul, above.

115

Analysis, p. 89. Med Hist‘gffaid Div, p. 33 (Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1),
qucctad in MSB, p. 812, and History, p. 318. '
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The 10th Landwehr, in front of 3rd Division, reported its own retire-

ment that nights _
The withdrawal of the right wing of the division [into the Albert-Berta
position]) was carried out without losses during the night. The artillery

commander received orders to take the Boxs de Barbillon under heavy fire
' and to gas it. :

Beginning at [4.30 a-m.] 21 July, [in order to permit the withdrawal of
36th Division elements, Arko 130 will prepare fire protection for the

entire [coigg sector from the east edge of Chateau Thierry to PFassy,

exclusive. &

Learning from captured prisoners that the French and Americans planned
to "launch a large night attack at 2 a.m., 21/?2 Jhly“ that might overrun :
their new position, Corps Kathen ordered "concentrated waves of annihilation
fire from midnight on against villages,‘reads, traffic areas, etc. Large
quantities of yellow cross areAto be fired.® 117 The German records of
this fire have not survived, nor can it be distinguished.in 3rd Division

records.

With the Germans gone, the French division on the immedliate left of 3rd

Division crossed the Marne on 21 Ju1y, advancing west of the Bois de Barbillon.

In the early afternoon 3rd Divis1on rece:ved 1ts orders to cross-' It was to ' Kf:;
AN

invest the Bois de Barblllon at dawn and advanfe 1n the dlrectlon of les

116 ' , o .
10th Ldw WD, 21 Jul; 1Cth_idw Order ]a 5003, 19 Jul, 1Gth Ldw Crder
Ia 5006, 20 Jul (Grr 161, fol 1, pp. 29 - 30) S

17
Corps Kathen Order Ia 3231 to 10th Lldw, 23rd, 6th Bav Res Divs, 1020,
21 Jul (in 10th de records, GFY 161,7101 I, p. 240,
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Franquets Farm to le Charmel, forcing the enemy to continue his retreat.l18

nFrom this date until the Division was relieved in the line, the fight-
ing assumed a more or less open character and consisted almost entireiy of
machine gqun fire and flanking movements. . .upon Positions assumed by fhe ;ear
guard of the enemy." 119 after line duty of a month and a half, a ferrifying' |
bombardment for an offensive, and an enemy attack followed by mustard gés
shelling, the troops were tired and wholly dispirited. To add to the con-
fusion, several thousand replacements had come into the sector, without ammuni- é
tion and large numbeis of them without gas masks.l20 With these green troops
the divi;ion waf now to engage in open warfare tactics for which neither the

men nor their leaders had been trained, and to face the skilful tactics of a

deperate enemy in retreat, for which none were prepared.

“The unfortunate attack™

On the evening of 21 July the 4th Infantry crossed on pontoon bridges

at Chierry and marched through the Bois de Barbillon to Mont St. P%re, the

118 - ' ' ' '
- Ordre General 3561, 6th Fr Army, 2020, 20 Jul (French Files Box 54.
30.1); Gen Opns Order 155, 38th Fr Corps, 0915, 21 Jul (3rd Div Box 19,
32.7); FO 9, 3rd Div, 1400, 21 Jul. ,
119 ’ \

History, p. 12. '
120

Memo, Div Adj, 31 Jul, sub: Replacement Requisition (3rd Div Box 3,
12.3) and p. 77 - 78, below.
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”:;'trenches, and 1n

7th Infantry, crossing above Fossoy, on 1ts right. There they halted'and’
while the 38th Infantry and a port1on of the artillery crossed during the
day of the 22nd, the lines were reformed, spannlng Breteu1l Farm-1a TheOderief
Jaulgonne-Barzy, and Preparations were nade for a.c0rpsfwide attack; Ihat,i
" night the 30th Infantry, which had been out of fhe line for decontamination;
'reorganization, and :equipment since tne;16th, came up behind the 38th_onr

the heights between Charteves and Jaulgonneo121

After a ten—minute artlllery preparatlon on the Bois du ‘Charmel and
. Tieulerie Farm at 0345 on 23 July, the 7th Infantry, with the 4th Infantry
in rear, was to strike out togard le Charmel, while the 38tn and 30th Infantry.
also in column, advanced up the Jaulgonne-le Charmel road (see Map No. 8)-122
A Roman. phalanx\could not have been more closely packed than the 3rd Division
was in tha:fnarrOWIng corridor. |

But corps was at the enemy 's "Albert—Berta" 1line, and there was little
advance made on the 23rd. By 1000 hours the 38th_Infantry vas stopped cold

be10w les Franquets Farm. "It was Indian warfare with modern weaPOns," the

_ division hist Yy said, with machine gun: in"the bushes, “in: concealed slit

extricate the 38th, was almost wiped out, and all suffered 1ntense1y from

121 |
DOR, 3rd Div, 22 Jul.

122 ' . .
FO 10, 3rd Div, 0010, 22 JUl; DCR, 3rd DiV, 23 Jul.
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123

| the shell fire that rained across the front throﬁghout the day-

In a report dated 23 July, the Division Gas Officer said nothing about

mustard gas being encountered in the Bois de Barbillon or about any other

enemy gas fire or gas attack; only that

- Gas cases are constantly coming in to th hospitals, owing to the intensity

of the operations under way----[They are) mostly mustard cases...to a great

extent unavoidable....Many cases are from the artillery, who seem to receive
much mustard gas in anti-battery fire. As material comes in reports will be
sent in promptly.

The rest of the report c0mp1a1ned of the poor visibility and great discomfort
of the gas mask.124 It is the last report of its kind by Major Somervell

that has been found.

On the night of 23 July, shfféring from gas mask exhaustion and incessant
artillery flire, the trbops were ordered fo take up defensive positions along

the line la Theoderie - Tieulerie Farm - north edge of Jaulgonne - east edge

of the Foret de Ris. VAnother attempt to advancé would be made the next

morning.l25

A second order on the night of 23 July 1ndicated that General Dickman

did not think there was much fight left in his troops.ﬁ After a ten—minute

123 -
' History, pp. 59, 160.
124 |
Ltr, DGO to C Def Serv CWS, 23 Jul, sub: General report (GAF - 3rd Div).
125 |

FO 11, 3rd Div, 1930, 23 Jul.
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f prepgration at 6355 on the 24th, the 5th Brigade'was to advance west of les

pranquets Farm, the 6th Brigade assaulting the farm directly. The 30th

_ Infantry was to make the principal attack, taking ove; frOm the a8th Infantry, _1‘
which was ordered to retire from itsgpresent,positions and move towards o
Nogental, to get out of the flanking fire.126 *To maintain the strength

of the troops" in the attack the next day’-said'the'order, thY were "to halt

and entrench about noon unless the enemy withdraws.l'<l27

But during the night the German forces on that front abandoned the "Albert-
_Berta p051tion for their previously prepared “Caesar" position, through le
Charmel, leaving behind sacrifice machine gunners and using bombing planes

to cover the evacuated ground and slow up their pursuers (Map No. -10). 128

It was 0800, 24 July, when the 4th and 7th Infantry'resumed the pursuit,
as the 30th Infantrz,on»tﬁe right advanced through-Franquets Farm into the
Bois du Charmel. Moving through the Foréet de Fere, the 5th Brigade forces

got within two kilometers of le Charmel before enemy outpost gunners brought

126
o Nogental was below Chateau Thieiry, ‘almost.
,;;Argentol was Probably meant.

-gthe550uth;f,. .

197 e L e
rovlz, 3rd Div, 1100 {2100?], 23 Jul.

B VLI :
: Durlng thlS move, oxpPs Kathen was}pha-ed‘out, 1ts Oth =dw ‘Div going -

to Corps. Wichura reserve and its 36th Div to Corps Schoeler. fs the 3rd Div
crossed the enemy front on a aiagonal, 1t confronted the lst Guard Div of

!ighurg'
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b {_ 24 Jull History,*

them 0 & kalt,”=7 00

7 i L};_‘ n.?_:_,-';{t. Of ‘U__]e. g«’i‘:i’, ‘t‘f_,ln trdt ‘U‘e en.:m,a -u)’.u t.C[{';"-':.ilu._.‘e,; ll., o .
reireaty cOrps ordered the diyasxon 10 gQ through 1e_Charmel, on to Villar-
" delle Farm, and then to Roncheres. The brigades in column were to take up

the march at daﬁn, with the Sth Brigade in the lead. An order later that"

* used up the day before, and the 30th, claiming losses of 12 officerrand 700

through the 30th Infantry,jwould carry on the pursuit.lao _

On the morning of 25 July the Sth Brigade was along the line Hill 224-

Argentol. Through “lack of initiative...from division headquarters down to
. battalions,* only two battalions of thé 4th.1nfantry made any advance that

day, reaching le Charwel and clearing it in the late aftermcon. “Judging

129 - : - o

In the valley at Argentol, 3rd Div found a German projector battery of
some 300 155-mm. rifled tubes and quantities of green cross projectiles with
their fuses drawn. “The whole position had been knocked about by our arty
‘fire" on the night of 14 - 15 July (Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 6 Aug, sub: Rpt on
German Gas Material, GAF - 3rd Div). This was one of three projector instal-

Less than half the projectiles, or 247, were fired at Barzy before "flanking
_fize” forced evacuation (Rpt 151/18, 38th_Pioneer Bn, 17.Jul, in §6th Div
. i - 57) ﬂSee,also p.iac above o

(French Files Box 107, 30.1); FO 13, 3rd Div, 1845, 24 Jul; FO 14, n.h.,
pp. 140 - 41._

-71 -

night said the 6th Brigade would remain in place; the 38th Infantry had been

men since crossing the Marne, could go no farther. The 5th Brigadé, passing - -

lations, above Barzy, Soilly, and Dormans, installed the night of the attack.

38th Fr Corps Order 1852/3, 1600, 24 Jul, Instructions pour la Poursuite

N
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- _from the graves on the §round,“ the advance cost 500 men.131 The support

battalion of 4th Infantry, after suffering a violent enemy bombardment of
- gas and HE at les Franquets Farm at dusk, was Ordered up to le Charmel to -
relieve the unit holding the town.132 It arrived to find the streets of
le Charmel swept by enemy machine guns firing from le Charmel Chateau, to
¥:W7the east of the town.133 The 7th Infantry was ordered to take the chateau

the next morning.

"The un;ortunate attack" of the 7th Infantry against le Charmel Chateau
on 26 duly failed when, reportedly, the French in the Forét de Rls were unable
to advance. More accurately, on the night of the 25th the assault battalion
nsuffered heavy losses from high exploSives and [mustard] gas while forming
in thelpols du C¥~rm 1] for the attack and when the village lof Argentol]
south of the town ofV;eVQharmel was reached, the_battaiion uas.reduced to
two hundred men and five officers" and "so disorganized that [it was useless
for] further action." Because of the bombardment, neither of the two remain-
ing battalions of the 7th Infantry in the Bois du Charmel, which was also

occupied by ‘almost half of the 30th Infantry, were in condition to “make

edered_to dig in.'

*the attack-' When the d'}dment came they were simplylg

131 Lanza, "The Attack of the 3rd Div at le Charmel on 25 Jul," Apr 1919
(3rd Div Box 4 18 2).

132 o |
Daily Intel Rpt, 4th Inf, 25 - 26 Jul (3rd Div Box 33, 20.7), said woods
at 93.0-64.5 [nw of Franquets ‘Fme] was heavily gassed with phosgene and mus-
tard gas during the night, .causing "a number of casualties.”

133 ' A
DOR, 3rd Div, 25 and 26 Jul; History, pp. 60 - 61.




There was no attack on the chateau on the 26th.134

On éhe night of 26 July, Sixth Army ordered a day's rest for all troops.
Army would éttack again at 2140 on the 27th, after another of its ten-minute
artillery preparations. In view of the depleted ranks of 3rd Division, the
brigade of the_28th Divirion that had arrived from the Marne would make the
‘ _next advance, to Courmont and Roncheres, with the 39th French and.3rd Divi- "~
sions cleaning up theArear- The corps order for the attack concluded wifh
the instruction: *“During the advance and until daylight, -the attackin? troops
will be absolutely forbidden to fire any rifle or revolver shots; ai; fight-

ing should be done with cold steel only.” 135 But none of this was carried out.

Again leaving behind sacrifice machine gun units, the enemy drew back
during the night of 26 - 27 July almost three kilometers to the "Dora* position

on the line of the Ourcq, taking up outpost positions on the high wooded ground '}

134 ‘ i '

History, p. 98; DOR, 27 Jul; Ltr rpt, CG 5th Brig to CG 3rd Div, 6 Aug,
subs Opns, July 14 - 31 (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). Co B 8th MG Bn, with the
brigade, reported 1 man killed and 2 officers and 22 men burned by mustard

s that night (History, p. 122). Here as elsewhere the hospadmission lists
iAnalysis,P- 89) fail to support the History or any other records.r

The only German record of the gassing is Rpt, Wichura to evgnth Army, 4
26 Jul (GFB 120, fol I, p. 69); “During the night our artillery carried out Co
the yellow cross shoot according to plan.” :

lanza, "The Attack of 3rd Div...July 26 to July 29," n.d. (3rd Div Box 4,
18.8), says nothing about the gas attack, only that le Charmel Chateau should
have been neutralized by the division 155's and was not.

135

3 7)Gen Opns Order 164, 3rd Bur, 38th Corps, 2350, 26 Jul (3rd Div Box 19,
- 32.
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From its new positions the enemy guns were to keep the oncoming troops under - |

around Roncheres. For the new battle, said Corps Wichura,

The artillery must render the approach of the enemy as difficult as P0551ble-ooo i
When the enemy deploys in wooded areas [where regular harassing with HE] i Al
difficult [and less effective], it is important to shell continually With
yellow cross all traffic points and approach routes. Yellow cross will be _
brought up in sufficient quantity. By continual activity of this kind the L
infantry can best be protected from engmy artillery. Long-range guns must ke
continue harassing the Marne brldges-

‘constant gas and HE fire as they edged forward.l37

The day of rest was short-lived. With the enemy-gone, corps at noon
ordered the 5th Brigade (not the 28th Division) to take up the pursuit at
once and reach the line, north edge of Forét de Ris - Roncheres - southwest
corner of Bois de Meuniere (Hill 231) by nightfall. But at noon, with 393

casualties of the previous day's fighting brought into the advanced dressing

station, three of the six battalions in the brigade were declared totally
*unfit for further action.™ Both regiments, said the brigade commander,
were so worn out that “the reputation of 3 Div will suffer if...further
demands are made on them."” There is evidence that in the seveh days since
crossing the Marne the division had taken well over 1,250 gas casualties in

addition to its machine gun and high explosive casualties.138

136

Corps Wichura Ia 1468, 26 Jul, sub: Instructions for the battle in the
plora] Stellung (GFB 120, fol I, p. 72).

137
See DORs, 3rd Div, 26 - 30 Jul.

138
FO 15, 3rd Div, 1300, 27 Juls; DOE, 26 - 27 July M:g, CG 5th Brig to
CofS, 1245, 27 Jul (3rd Div Box 15, 32.16); fnalysiz, p. 8G.




By i

With little obposition on their immediate fronts, the French on ‘the
left were reported pushing toward Courmont and Cierges and the 4th American
Division, which had relieved the French on the right the day before, was

said to be advancing rapidly through the Forét de Ris. The 3:d Division

Sy order that afternoon directed the 6th Brigade, for several déys too worn out

‘to move, to retire behind the Marne. The 5th Brigade, less the 7th Infantry,

was to keep going. Thoroughly disorganized, the 7th Infantry was directed
to assemble around the regimental FC and regroup. At dusk, the 4th Infantry

reached Villardelle Farm.139

It was a misnomer to speak of brigades or even réegiments now, s0 badly

attered were the units of 3rd Division and s¢ incapable of effective actlon.

‘Furthermoré, despite the front represented on Map No. 8, the division sec;or‘

had actually contracted so that a single battalion could span 1t.140 Only

the 4th Infantry could muster such a unit, and it was probably pgovisional;

On the morning of the 28th, corps and Army reported the enemy to be in

full retreat and 5th Brigade was ordered to regain contact with the enemy

immediately. It was to advance to the Vesle, reaching the vicinity of

139 ,
FO 15, above; DOR, 3rd Div, 27 - 28 Jul; History, p. 1625 G- 3
Order 158, 3rd Div, 1230, 27 Jul (USA_in the ww, V, 607 - 609\

Axko 130 WD reported putting heavy fire on the Fresnes-Courmont area
and 447 yellow cross shells on Faviére Farm in the 4th Div sector on 27
Jul and 150 blue cross and 195 yellow cross on that front on 28 Jul.

140 _
o G - 3 Order 158, above.
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St. Gilles that evening-a distance of almost 25 kilometers.l4! Moving out
of Villardelle Farm at 1100, by 1530 hours the 4th Infantry had crossed the
Oﬁrcq and entered Roncheres. The line cautiously advanced about a half kilo-

meter above the town and halted for the night. It was not the advance the

French had in mind.

The next morning a single battalion of 4th Infantry advanced to the
attack, only to hit the ground about 200 yards from the Bois des Grimpettes
as massed machine guns in Grimpettes and in the Bois de Muniere put down an

almost solid curtain of fire. The brigade could go no further.142

At midnight on 28 July, elements of the 32nd Division arrived at Villar-
delle and Fosse Farms with orders from corps to relieve the 3rd Division
regiments in the line "in two rushes, in the morning and in the afternoon,
s0 as to keep the forward movement continuous."® 143 Corps apparently had
little knowledge of the disposition of 3rd Division. It was noon on 30 July
before the 32nd Division could complete the relief, owing to;the enemy's

harassing fire the previous day and night.

141 .
FO 16’ 3rd Div, 0545, 28 Jul.

142
FO 18, 3rd Div, 2310, 28 Jul; lanza, "The attack of 3rd Div...July 26
to July 29,* above.

143
Ordre Particulier 1923/3, 3rd Bur, 38th Fr Corps, 1850, 28 Jul (3rd
Div Box 18, 32.7).
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On thebnight before the formal relief, the 4th and 7th Infantry_started
'on their way back to the Marne. Crossing, they joined the rest of the divi-

o sion in the towns and farms they had ieft just the week before-.144

G - 3 had long given up trying to report or even estimate daily casual-
"_ties, but on 30 July, admitting that no count was yet possible of the killed

7.Aand missing, reported that the division field hospitals between 15 and 28 July

.Ahad evacuated for all causes (wounded, gassed, sick, 1njured, and shell ,

| , shocked) a total of 193 officers and 5,253 men.145

“Reconstruction of a Shattered'Division5

The 3rd Division, its morale seriously shaken bv the bombardment of _
i15 July and in poor shape for the rigors of pursuit, had not ‘made a good show-iil
'-ing in the advance to Roncheres. Instead of being relieved at the Marne, it
Afhad received replacements -— almost 4,000 of them -- and had been shoved

into an action for which it was not prepared-

G - 1, ealling for infantry and machine gun replacements after the great

~ bombardment, sald that the division lost'.almost 3,000 men between 15 - 17
'Juiy. ‘In another call .on,27,-;u1,y, - 1 said the division had evacuated

4,917 men since 15 July and that killed and missing approximated 800. The

144 ' - ' '

FO 19, 1930, 29 Jul; History, pps 63 - 64. Cn 31 Aug the commander of the
7th Inf was trfd to the 3rd Div trains and Col Butts of the 30th Inf took over
the 7th, his adjutant replacing him (History, p. 100).

145 : S o
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| ;f 3,448 men, exclusive of artillerymen.

146

47
33.6).
148

146

letter to Col. Fox Conner, G - 3 GHQ AEF:

Telgs, G - 1 3rd Div to G = 1 I Corps, 17 and 27 Juls
31 Jul, sub: Replacement Requisition (3rd Div Box 3, 12.3).

- 78 -

“aiviston had recetved 3,864 replacements but still needed another 1,853.
Four days later, as the division completed a hurried count of its losses,

' the requisiticn was increased from 1,853 to a total of 191 officers and

No one yet has any

I only know accurately that we have

The order he :ﬁfe;red to, issued that same day, called for lists of .
" replacements from all units, a statement as to the completion of the reorganiza-~
tion of units and of their records, detailed operétions reports bfiaéyiqn's;AQé_ 
15 July, reports of casualties and of prisoners and materiel captuiéd - éile
reports to be expedited and unit records to be reorganized "with the greafest
dispatch in order to put the division in condition to take up the question

of training and to prepare for its return to duty in the line.» 148

Ltr, Col Robt. H. C. Kelton to Col Fox Conner, 30 Jul (3rd Div Box 21,

G - 3 Order 161, 3rd Div, 1600 hr, 30 Jul (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13).

Memo, .D’»Y Adj. - -

On 30 July, Colonel Kelton, Division Chief of Staff, wrote in a personal

1 am enclosing a copy of Divisional Order 161 which shows you the first neces-

sary steps in the reconstruction of a shattered division.
accurate knowledge of our total losses.
evacuated from the battle field 193 officers and 5,243 men since July 15th- for
wounds, gas or shell shock and that 78 of these have died since evacuation....
In the case of Butt's [30th] regiment, one big shell destroyed not only all of
the regimental records, but killed practically all of the headquarters personnol.14‘



Two days later, General Dickman called a conferencé of his staff and
unit commanders to discuss immediate training problems and review the lessons
of Ehe campaign.

Thé first thing we want is some daily close-order drill to reestablish

.cohesion, to realize the formation of units...and to renew the spirit of
obedience and discipline....after a period of comparative disorder...We

" shall, of course, want to re-equip the units....

Speaking of the advance above the Marne, he said:

when we went across and started north, General De Mondesire told me: "There's
your sector —- nice, easy, open country...." I don't think he meant to be
sarcastic. But we realized very soon that...it was impossible to advance in
that country. That was the reason I gave you directions to work through the
woods == working in the wooded area would have saved the lives of a good many
meNes

Ihdirectly answering General Dickman, an unidentified colonel a few minutes
later said that "At le Charmel....they put gas in the woods where'they had

seenour troops."

Both Colonel Kelton and General Dickman raised the question of alleged
looting by the French of packs that were left behind in the advance, a sub-
ject, with other animadversions on the French, that Kelton élso:covered in 7
great pefail and invective in personal letters to Col. Fox Conner at AEF

-headquarters-149 Kelton concluded the conference by saying that he had not

149

Kelton, Spec Rpt on Opns of 3rd Div, 15 - 31 Jul, n.d., and atchd corresp
(3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). The persistent and highly vocal anti-French senti-
~ment finally led to III Corps GO 13, 4 Aug, published as Memo 116, 3rd Div,
"6 Aug (3rd Div Box 1, 10.2), which said that officers and men must "scrupu-
lously refrain from any criticism of the military conduct or methods Ofces
“our Allies."

To the end of the war “"the opinion prevailed among all ranks of the divi-

s}on that the French assigned the meanest and most difficult sectors to the
Amexican troops." Ltr, Maj Gen Robt. L. Howze, CG, 3rd Div to G - 3 GHQ AEF,
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| yet seen anything frbm organization commanders as a result of Order 161, 
alfhough replacement lists were needed immediately, particularly in order
to requisition officers and meﬁ for_Specialist duties and for schools of
1nstructiop in the division. After reconstructing persohnei and refitting,
the divisibn would resume the training program inter:upted'by:its hurried

entry into battle.l50

But at that point plans for reconstruction and training were interrupted,

“not to be resumed until 18 August.l5l

“The horrors of‘the Vesle"

~ On 2 August the German §g!gg;h_5;mx reached the no:th:bank of the Vesle, ff;ff
some 30 kilometers above the Marne- That day Sixth I-‘rench Army Ordered the
6th Brigade of 3rd Dlvision up from the Marne to the Vesle, to support the

III French Corps thrust above the river.152

149 (continued)

19 Dec, sub: Confidential Report (3rd Div Box 22, 33.6).
to Spaulding, Hist Br GS, e Feb 1920 (3rd Du Box 3, 11 4)

Cf' Pers ltr, Dickman

10

Remarks'by‘Géﬁeiél'Diékman éf 3fd"D1QmCohf, 1 AugA(Srd Diy;BOx‘25;:5d;i){

151

G - 3 Order 168, 3rd Div, 6 Aug, sub: Standing Ordersto August 5 (3rd
Div Box 13, 32.13), with a long section on gas defense measures, seems to
have been especially prepared to replace copies lost during the campaign.
Later resumption of tng is described in Tng Memos 32 - 34 on 18, 22, and 28
Aug (3rd Div Box 25, 50.4). T

152 .
FO 21, 3rd Div, n.h., 2 Aug. The day was also memorable for an attack by -
German planes with almost 2,000 bombs along the railroad from Chateau Thierry

to Mezy. "No damage reported,” said DOR, 3rd Div, 2 fug.
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Reaching Roncheres at dusk on 4AAugust, thg 38th and 30th Infantry,
in column,paused'briefly and then resumed their ma;ch in driving rain to
the front, 21 kilometers away. Orders directed the relief of French infantry
forces in and around St. Gilles, but "between it and the column [as it
approached] were a million flashes on the ground where German shells of high
explosive and gas were striking.® No French guides appeared to lead the .
column in and it was;the night of & August before the 38th moved through
St. Gilles up to Villette, where its advance units were met by a German raid- .

ing party from across the river.153

On 7 August, after a day of reorganizing, the 38th Infantry was ordered
to,crosj +he Vesle, in broad daylight and in the wake of an eight-minute
barrage; and establich bridgeheads three kilcmeters tc the ncxth. "It might
have been possible for the artillery, by laying down a smoke screen, to have
assisted the operation, but no such attempt...was made.™ 154 1wo platoons °f,
the 1st Battalion got over the river, only to be driven back'with severe losses;
and after hours of battering by enemy artillery fire the battalion had to be
relieved the next day. Meanwhile, its support battalion, “drenqhed with”gas;

below Villette the night before, had been put out of action, and the resetvé_:i:}l

153 A
History, p. 163. On 4 Aug G - 3 reported that the 6th Brig would
function as a division, and with that 3rd Div DORs ceased.

154

Field report, Lanza, "The 6th Brigade at the Vesle,™ 7 apr 1919 (3rd
Div Box 30, 18.2).
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ard Battalion was all that was left.199

On the night of 8 = 9 August, coming up to make the ;giigf “through a
severe gas bombardment of the heights to the south, which:ssrolled the
mustard and phosgene back down into the valley, the Third'ﬁgtta;ion began
its share of the horrors of the Vesle.® 156 By the night of the Sth all three
battalions of the 38th Infantry were in shambles and the supporting 30th

Infantry was ordered up to continue the attack on the morning of 10 August.

Just two platoons of the 30th were in position at the hour of attack'and
though they tried to cross, they could not make it. The following morning
the whole of the 6th Brlgade was relieved by French units and by nightfall

it was back over the Marne.157

A week after the flasco at the Vesie, the 3rd Division was in bivouac
at Gondrecourt getting ready to complete the training program interrupted
three months before. There it was observed that "although the 1njur10g§

effects of the poisonous gas used by the enemy left some of thé men'in '

155 '
Msg, LO 32nd Div at 6th Brig Hq to G - 3 32nd Div, 0815, 7 Aug
(3xrd Div Box 21, 33.3).

156
History, p. 165.

157 :
FO 24, 3rd Div, 1825, 12 jug, wlthdrew the division from the Marne
sector. See Rpt on Opns of 30th Inf, CG Sth Brig, n.d. (3rd Div Box 32,
33.6). 1In this report and in History, p. 142, ths 30th Inf sald it lost
5 officers and 310 men at the Vesle. : ‘ S



poor health for a short time, the great majority of them regained their

strength very soon and gradually the full training schedule was resumed." 158

If the effects of three weeks of gas were shaken off, the experience
was not, as later whblesale-straggling in the division proved. It was
probably by design that General Dickman, commanding IV Corps in the St. Mihiel
operation, kept his former 3rd Division in reserve during the campaign. On
29 September, thdroughly rested, it was sent to relieve the 79th Division

in the Meuse-Argonne Battle.l59

ANALYSIS

3rd Division Casualties

Qoo

Colonel Kelton, Chief of Staff, Qas certain that during the battle of
15 Ju;y over 15,000 Germans crossed the Marne in the 3rd Division and 125th
French Division sectors, and that on the morning of 16 July more than 5,000
Germans lay dead on the 3rd Division front, at a cost to the di;ision of

almost 3,000 officers and men.

By 30 July, following the advance above the Marne (21 - 29 Jply), divi--

sion casualties exceeded 7,000; said Kelton. More than 4,000 men had fallen

158
History s Pe 64.

159

History, pp. 101 - 102. Concerning the straggling in October, see
Analysis, p. 101. _
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it bramt it

- because

The Frerch Command forced us. far beyond anything they might expect to obtain
with their own troops....The machine gun resistance, coupled with artillery

"~ fire [during the advancel cost us as many, if [not] a little more, casualties
"than the big fight of the 15th ing the subsequent shellingf hich continued

during the 16th, 17th and- 18th

Kelton's figures are excessive fOr the periods he reports but are rela- s

tively accurate for the entire campaign, 1nc1ud1ng the casua:ties_at Chateau

Thierry, Hill 204, and Bois de Belleau in June and the cost of the insult at
the Vesle in Augusto Thus the division history (pp. 363 - 64) reported the

cost of the Aisne-Marne campaign as 7 971 officers and men (Table No. 1)

o Table No..Itiﬁlﬁ

pmmcmmmmmmmme

Alsne - Marne | st. Mihfel |  Meuse - Argonne

Off  Men | Off Men 0ff Men
|killed "~ 53 1043 Yo 2 51 1218

Wounded 14l 4692 09 21} - 5130

Gassed = ] - 42 1735 .} .0 - O 195 :1182

Missing 4 8. 228 00 TS 47T 4856
Prisoners 2 a2 S0 07 1 66
241 7730 o u - .| 322 8052

160 S '
Pers 1tr, Kelton to Conner, G - 3 GHQ AEF, 30 Jul, and Spec Rpt of Opns

‘of 3rd Div, 15 - 31 Jul (3rd Div Box 21 33. 6)
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The Battle Monuments Commission study of the 3rd Div@éion'said that in
the Aisne-Marne .campaign, between 31 May and 13 August, the killed and wounded

(including gassed) amounted to 7,177 officers and men.161

The figure of 7,177 is in fair agreement with the official Medical
Department total of 7,193 killed, gassed, and wounded in the campaign,162:
and with the total of 7,105 killed, Jassed, wounded,Aand PN (psychoneuroses)
found by an actual count of casualties in available division hospital admis~
sion lists. This latter count, with 28th Division casualties included, is
represented in Table No. 2.163 The deaths in Table No. 2 are from a 3rd
Division compilatipn which is further broken down in fable No. 3 to show

the incidence of deaths by units (see;rePOrt in Med Dept Box 3432).

161 - ' : :
The 3rd Div Sum of Opns in_the World War (Washington, D.C., 1944),
P 53.

162 _

Compiled from data in Med Dept of the U.S. Army in the World War, vol.
XV, Medical and Casualty Statistics (Washington, D.C., 1925), pp: 1048 -
1169. The count shows 1182 killed, 3843 wounded, and 2168 gassed between
1 Jun and 20 Aug.

163 _ .
' Compiled from lists of FH 5 (Med Dept Box 3443), FH 7 (Med Dept Box
3447), FH 26 (Med Dept Box 3448), and FH 27 (Med Dept Box 3450). 28th Div
casualties are from lists of both 3rd and 28th Div field hospitals in Med
Dept Boxes 3443, 3450, 3637, and 3640.

Memo, Div Adj for CofS 3rd Div, 2130, 4 Aug, sub: Casualties in 3rd
Div (MSB, p. 818), reported 917 killed, 3261 wounded, 1762 gassed, and 47
missing, a total of 5986, as of that date.
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Table No. 2

CASUALTIES IN DIVISION HOSPITAL RECORDS

e
Gassed )

n; Total

3rd DIVISION

4 - 30 June 15
1 - 14 July 9
15 - 17 July 789

1- 6 Aug 13 - 3
7 - 14 Aug 242 300 14

28th DIVISION N
15 - 17 July 378 285 56

18 - 31 July 615 818 . ‘265
1- 2Aug 99 T8 .

18 - 31 July 1078 1421 517 | 326,

|

:
|
|
l!

3238 4397 | 926 1142

187

. 2832

74

3342
16
654

.;j.’7105

719
1698

foasl
*3,Q72598_

9703

Table No. 3

REPORT OF DEATHS, 3rd DIVISION

| - Date  4th Inf  7th Inf  30th Inf 38th Inf

Others . Total

1 - 14 July 3 2 3 5
15 July 19 162 148 182

16 - 31 July 120 75 62 ‘ 53
1 -'17 Aug 7 2 9 63

149 241 o2 303

ST18
115
s Ve
T
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Of these 1,142 deaths, 16 were attributed to gas, 196 to gunshot wounds,

130 to shrapnél, 644 to HE shell, and 156 were "unknown."

Two sets of figures in Table No. 2 seem suspect, those for the period§
4 - 30 June and 1 - 6 August. In June there were at least 64 killed and 331
wounded in the units assisting the 2nd and 39th French Divisions (nafrative, pPp-
5, 9.-10), of which no record appears in 3rd Division hospitalAlists- Ard the
casua1t1e§ for 1 - 6 August are contradicted by the Division Surgeon who

reported 25 gassed, 11 wounded, and 14 PN in that periqd-164

- More interesting, in view of the complete abseﬁce of gas attack reports
to substantiate it, is a monthly gas casualty report by Major Somervell that
shiows 24 gas casualties in the period 1 - 14 July, 1,2i7 in the period 15 -
17 July, and 2,030 in the period 18 - 31 July -- a total of 3,271 gas casual-
. ties during July. 1In his long account of the 15 July bombardment he had
reported 1,559 gas casualties, based on 3rd Division pospital:returns, as
‘represented in TablevNo. 4,165 Later, when he made ;p thé mbnthly return,
vthese tptals,xexclusive of 28th Division figures, were revised to 70, 608,

"and 1,042, for a total of 1,720.166

164 -
' ?emo, Div Surg to III Corps Surgeon, 6 Aug, n.s. (Med Dept Box 3430,
fol 6). ’

165 : ,
Ltry DGO to G - 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, sub: Report on Gas Attack, July 14 -
15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3).

166 DGO, Monthly Rpt of Gas Casualties, July, 1918, signed by Major Somervell.

The data of this rpt appears in Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS, 10 Aug, subs Monthly
Report (both in War Dept Hist Box 297, '12.3).
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Table No. 4

DIVISION GAS OFFICER REPORT

Hospital Admissions as of

Unit Noon 15 Jul Noon 16 Jul 16 - 20 Jul
4th Infantry 3 15 181
7th Infantry 4 66 233
30th Infantry 2 40 160
38th Infantry - 4 20 123
6th Engineers 21 36 236
8th & 9th MG Bns 4 6 72
Field Artillery 17 48 177
Medical train 3 5 , 45
Other elements 3 6 29
61 242 1256 = 1559
28th Division 18 7103 287
795 345 1543 = 1967

The total of 1,967 gas casualties (in Table No. 4) resulted, said Major
Somervell, from "the compulsory evacuation of all cases which reported in as
gassed-..which thus inflated the hospital lists...to a preposterous degree.*
By comparison with that of the daily adﬁission lists of the field hospitals,
this total was to become even more "preposterous” by the end of the month.
It is not possisle, with present knowledge, to do more than represent,

in Table No. 5, the daily gas casualties shown in the field hospital

admission lists; the daily casualties separately reported by FH 5, the

division gas hbspital (in the first brackets); and the daily totals
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Table No. 5

DAILY HOSPIT/L ADMISSIONS, 15 - 31 JULY

38th Inf

Date 4th Inf 7th Inf 30th Inf MG Bns
Gas GSW PN Gas GSW PN Gas GSW PN  Gas GSW PN Gas GSW PN
Jul 3 5 4 13 2 5 12 3 9 5 6
Jul. 44 21 1 113 235 12 67 237 4 35 172 2 24 43 1
Jul 42 29 1 38 141 27 43 61 2 23 66 3 18 5 1
Jul 17 2 4 19 5 15 12 17 9 6 5 1
Jul 18 2 1 3 17 8 2 13 4 10 15 5 1 2
Jul 3 5 8 6 2 1 6 1 7 25 9 2 1
Jul 8 13 6 1 2 4 9 4 3 3 .3 3
Jul 2 19 1 4 2 3 4 2 31 20 3 5 2
Jul. 25 37 5 2 27 3 2 2 20 117 14 9 11 4
Jul 11 127 43 6 46 11 2 11 10 9 51 9 14 22 8
Jul 14 37 33 1 5 4 48 123 15 17 12 5 4 5 7
Jul 66 51 45 17 43 9 50 58 22 27 10 4 15
Jul 47 24 33 49 97 32 45 7 20 13 2 4 11 11
Jul 42 28 4 3 12 5 7 1 3 2 1 1 3
Jul 23 3 2 2° 5 3 1 2
Jul. 11 33 4 4 3 1 1 2 11 11
Jul 17 37 26 4 12 8 10 2 12 € 3 4 1 2
393 473 192 265 682 137 310 562 95 261 511 82 121 102 30
Artillery Engineers Othens G2 TOTALSGSW PN
Gas GSW PN Gas GSW PN Gas GSW MN )
FHs FHS DGO
21 51 25 24 7 10 73 [ 51,{ 70} 130 2 15 Jul
81 56 72 34 38 470 | 605][ 608] 802 20 16 Jul
25 14 53 22 1 2 27 1 244 [ 259])] 539) 365 36 17 Jul
13 16 2 14 2 1 8 1 93 [ 97}{ 344} 61 15 18 Jul
3 2 1 10 3 1 2 47 | 48}l 99] 48 28 19 Jul
19 3 1 4 2 1 a6 [ s1)l e0] 47 13 2073w
4 5 8 2 1 2 115 [ 189]f 125] 38 5 21 Ju
6 2 6 3 2 50 [ 124:E 129] 58 9 22 Jul
: 1 1 3 2 61 [ 66Jl 123] 198 26 23 Jul
2 17 4 3 6 6 4 50 [ s54)[ 86] 280 92 24 Jul
25 2 13 2 1 87 [ 77}){ 107] 211 66 25 Jul
3 2 1 13 4 2 191 | 181]L 304] 169 82 26 Jul
4 1 1 1 9 5 178 [ 200]{ 397] 137 92 27 Jul
2 3 1 1 56 | 63][ 153] 46 17 28 Jul
4 18 1 1 37 [ 16}l 39] 25 3 29 Jul
2 1 4 1 2 26 [ 30]l s5] 42 5 30 Jul
2 4 2 11 7 3 1 43 - [ 9] 61 62 31 3u
228 ' . 134 68 15 95 101 9 1867 [2111](3247] 2718 573
H [ " " o ’ ju Loawm- % i3 3 mi .
ggagéd bgsgrtiiiggg g 5119333h§ﬁr28%8T, %gdr¥§Y%}%8r{§§?‘ ‘“%é?°§%mé%%§§1Xi§ﬁ ggggggive
. Weapons. "PN" is psychoneurosis.”
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‘reported by Somervell in his monthly gas report (in the second brackets).167

Of the 1,867 gas casualties admitted to the hospitals (Table No. 5),
- the lists indicate that 1;3331were diagnosed simply as "gassed," 229 were ’

tagged "mustard gas," 287 "gas inhalation," and 18 "phosgene.” This uncer-

mental level, as witness the wholesale decontamihation of the 30th Infantry

the day after the bombardment (narrative, pp. 52-53). A member of the 30th

Infantry Battalion Ald Station sald: |
Gas cases were the most difficult of all to handle. .It is impossible for the
surgeon to properly diagnose his cases. One has no means of knowing whether
he is dealing with delayed gas poisoning or with a simple case of Gas Fright
«eolbut] all palpable cases of gas_goisoning were immediately evacuated,
taking precedence over other cases. 68
Similar confusion reigned in the regiment apparently least affected by

the gas, the 4th Infantry. With only 89 gas cases reported in hbspital lists,

the regimental surgeon nevertheless reported that “The handling of the enig-

matical gas cases presented the difficulty of selecting from the vast numbers

of gas-affected the7§eridus;y from théf;lighfly gassed." 169°

167 '
Data for Table No. 5 from same source as Table No. 2; from Rpt of Ameri-
can gas patients received at FH 5, n.d. (Lt Col T. L. Ferenbaugh, Med Hist of
3rg Div, p. 32, in Med Dept Box 3431, fol 1); and from DGO fonthly Rpt for
July. } o ' :

Memo, Div Surg for CG 3rd Div, 28 Jul, sub: 3rd Div patients through

Div FHs, July 18 - 31 (Med Dept Box 3430, fol 6), differs slightly from
Table No. 5, showing 2755 wounded, 1761 gassed, 540 PN.

168
Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 117.

169
Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 79.
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There seems little question that the principal effect of the gas bom-
bardmenf during the week of 15 July was to instili a sensé of gas apprehen-
sion in the division that endured to the end of the campaign. It is not
known whén the following event occurred in the 30th Infantry, but it was
probably during the advance above the Marne.

One form of psychoneurosis, "Gas Fright," was very common but most cases
could be restored to the lines after a few hours' rest. One instance occurred
where an entire ‘platoon of machine gunners developed this form of psychosis.
These men were eating their meal just before dark when a shell fell and burst
at a distance of about 100 meters. They continued eating and many of them
had finished when someone yelled Gas! and said their food had been gassed.
All the men were seized with gas fright and a few minutes later made their
way to the Aid Station. To an inexperienced eye they could have easily been
diagnosed as gassed patients. They came in in a stooping posture, holding
their abdomens and complaining of pains in the stomach, while their faces
bore anxious, frightened expressions and some had even vomited. After reas-
surance, treatment with tablsts of sodium bicarbonate and a night's rest

they were quite well;again-1 Y

Other manifestations of apprehension which appear to be attributed to
the gas fire experienced by the division are described by an officer of the
7th Machine Gun Battalion:

Gas, greatly feared at first, proved to be dangerous only in the immediate
vicinity of a shell burst, and such areas could usually be avoided. But it
was a different matter indoors [where delay in masking or escaping to the
open was almost certain to result in casualtiesd.

Shell fire and a general sense of insecurity worked [the division] into a
high state of nervous tension, evidenced by sharp commands, impatience
bordering on intolerance, and inability to grasp new situations quickly.
Orders not carried out as issued jeopardized the mission.

170

171
Mendenhall, "The Fist in the Dyke," Infantry Journal (Jan 1936),
po 18'
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Stiil another'icdicafion of the effect of gas is revealed in a-medicai .
report thac an epidemic of dysentery that ran chrough the division between
4H;5d i4 Augost was attributed in part to the fact that "many men had inhalec
poisonous gas in small quantities [since,ls July], thus lowering thai;_resise
tance and making them easy victims of any infection that might be prevalent."”
More rationally, another medical of ficer ascribed the epidemic simply to

the utter filth encountered everywhere north of the Marne.172

Blue Cross Casualties

The results of the gas.andeE fire on 15 July do not lend themselves
to statistical purposes since blue cross gas (diphenylchloroarsine) was
nof used so much to achieve casUalties as to neutralize troops, by keep-
ing them masked,.making them temporarily ill, and apprehensive lest they

inhale any lathal agent that might be mixed with the blue cross fire.

Blue cross shell, containing half high explosive and half solid

diphenylchloroarsine, was more likely to produce HE casualtiesfthan gas

casualties against masked troops. This is evident from the proportion of 7

Ucasualties on 15 July. Table No. 2 1ndicates 1 167 gas cases and l 582

wound cases in the 3rd and 28th D1v1sions, as a result of approximately
50,000 blue cross and 50, 000 HE and shrapnel shells, or a casualty fOr

every 36 shells-

172 :
Med Hist of 3rd Div, pp. 140, 145.
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Artillery shell was not usually this effective except against unpro-
tected troops. The narrative makes if clear that the 3rd and 28th Division
.were not entrenched, had few dugouts,- and were densely massed in the wooded
areas of the sector, the latter condition aggravated by the fact that .two

reliefs were being carried out at the time of the bombardment. .

As might be expected, the German bombardment of 15 July wés more ef%ec—
tive against the green troops of 3rd Division, though fewer shells were
fired, than either the bombardment for the offensive of 27 May against the
British at the Aisne or that of 9 June against the French on the Montdidfer -

Noyon front.

On 27 May, three exhausted divisions of the IX British Corps were sub-
Jected to a four-hour bombardment with eqﬁal quantities of explosive blue
cross and HE shell, with some proportion of yellow cross 1 (ethyldichloro-
arsine) and green cross (phosgene) mixed in the gas fire. The entire corps
area was covered with "a continuous invisible cloud of low concéntratiou,"
and its effects were noticeable eight miles back of the front. The sector,
with an organized trench system, was welllprovided with gasproof dugouts
and as a result less than 200 casuvalties out of 15,000 (?) troops were
evacuated. Nevertheless, the "most important function of the gas...to cadse

neutralization and to depress morale...appears to have been attained.*

On 9 June, a similar gas and HE bombardment, lasting four hours, fell
on the French between Montdidier and Noyon. Again, it was impossible to

estimate the number of shells, but the bombardment was described as "an
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uninterrupted fire at the cadence of drum-fire." As in the earlier bombard-

ment, the use of slight amounts of phosgene. which oven infiow concentration if

may have serious delayed effects. presented an immediatc tactical advantage»i7
comparable to that of casualties.” Of 100 000 men in the Third French Army
sector under attack. 1,673 gas casualties were evacuated during the week

- following the bombardment, most of them sufforing from arsenical pqisoning.
In the First French Army sector, uast of Montdidier, where mustard gas was

used, 639 French and 477 Americans (lst Division)were evacuated that week.173

Assuming that the.relative proportions of gas were appfoximately the
same in all three bombardments (although the weight of gas shell on 15 July
was unquestionably less than the weights fit?a eailier); the :ntiq éf eva~
cuated casualties to men exPosnd.in the tnieg'bbnbardnents was 1.33 to 100,
1.67 to 100, and 3.to 100. Exhausted Briiisn troops and wér?weary Frennh
survived biue cross bombardments with fewgr casnalties_{han_the inexperienced

Americans.

French and German Statistic;‘

A comparison of casualties in ‘the 39th French and 3rd Dzvisions, made
by XXXVIII Corps on 16 July and again on 1 AugUst, praved enlightening but '
was hardly fair. With the 28th Division, these were the three units of the

corps. But the 39th French, at Hill 204 and in Chateau Thierry, was not in

173 , e
Spencer, "History of Gas Lttacks upon the tEF.“ 15 Feb 1928, III,
598 - 610 (in CMLHO). , , ) .
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the attack zone on 15 July, and was not subjected to the great blue cross

bombardment, but to a lesser yellow cross fire.

On 16 July corps reported that 3rd Division lqsses the day before
approximqtedi2,500, 39th French losses were said to be 33 (4 ki;led,
7 wounded, 22 gassed, "la plupart yperites"). -Nothing was said about 28th
Division losses, nor those in the French corps to the right (125th and 73rd

French Divisions).174

The cumulative losses in the two divisions of XXXVIII Corps were high-
lighted in a later corps feport that covered the last two weeks of July but
overlooked the difference in sizes of the two divisions (approximately
9,000 vs. 25,000) and the difference in their experience.l?3

3rd American Division
14 - 31 July
Wounded, gassed, shell shock, sickeectcececcccececsesl80 officers, 5244 men

Killed or missing-----............o...............1200 Officel‘s and men
[Gassedo.oo.oooooool762]

39th French Division
16 - 25 July

Wounded, gassed, shell shock, sickecccececveccccees..25 officers, 1025 men
Killed or missing.."."'..'."'.'.QQ..Q..Q.Q...... 3 offlcers, 229 men
The total of 6,624 casualties in the American division, in contrast to

the 1,282 French casualties, indicated that the American division had taken

174
38th Fr Corps Jnl of Opns, 16 Jul (French Files Box 108, 30.6).

175
Comparative Losses sustained by 3rd amer and 39th Fr Divs, 38th Corps,
1 Aug (French Files Box 108, 30.1).
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more than five times as many casualties, though it was only three times as
large as the French unit. Corps did not comment on the figures but the
implication was obvious that corps shspécﬁed Aﬁérican inexperience, care-

lessness, or even negligence as the :easbn:forithe disparity.

No figures have as yet been found shéwing:the total French and American
casualties during the July 15 offensive.vthe §ost of the counteroffensive
on 18 July, or of the Aisne-Marne campaign as a whole, which lasted from
15 July to 10 September. German stat1§t1¢s Qh the 15th July offensive are

as usual fragmentary and open to question. The only divisional data qfe those

for the 10th and 10th landwehr Divisions (narrative, pp. 54 - 55) which indi-

cate losses of 32,128 killed, wounded. and missing up to 20 July.

From a German Field Army headquarters report of losses that covers
the month of July, it is possible to construct a chart of déily basualties

in Seventh_Army which gives some idea of the cost of the campaign through

30 July (Table No. No prisoner data are given and no deaths, though
the latter may have been as much as half the wounded or even more, if we are -
to believe Colonel Kelton's report of the German dead on the 3rd Division

front.

It can be assumed that Seventh Army losses were considerably in excess

of those in Third or First Army, since 1n addition to its casualties -from

the counteroffensive fire on 14 June and during the éttack, Seventh Army

176
?Pt of Losses, June 1 to Nov 9, GHC Field srmies All Fronts (GFB 9,
fol I).
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Table NO- 6

SEVENTH ARMY CASUALTIES 1 - 30 JULY 1918 -

Date of Date of Walking Ambulance Non-Trans- Gassed Total

Casualty Report Wounded Cases portable
1 July 4 July 100 315 17 27 459
2 July 5 July 136 240 14 36 - 426
3 July 8 July 143 285 9 22 459
4 July 7 July 88 190 4 14 296
5 July 8 July 52 103 8 33 196
6 July 9. July 76 125 7 47 255
7 July 10 July 82 153 9 67 - 311
8 July 11 July 58 182 7 32 279
9 July 12 July 78 265 14 163 520
10 July 13 July 45 112 2 217 376
11 July 14 July 42 122 9 43 216
12 July 15 July 41 126 13 13 193
13 July 16 July 44 82 9 26 161
14 July 17 July 738 518 37 92 1385
15 July 18 July 25C 2814 12z 37 5814
16 July 19 July 1587 2062 159 426 4234
17 July 20 July 1588 1650 100 324 3662
18 July 21 July 1273 1671 129 307 3380
19 July 28 July 636 944 26 99 1705
20 July 25 July 804 1104 59 102 2069
21 July 28 July 991 1317 79 10} 2488
22 July 28 July 782 1017 53 59 1911
23 July 28 July 930 1186 62 185 2363
24 July 28 July 468 956 36 , 127 1587
25 July 1 Aug 521 745 22 a1 1329
26 July 1 Aug 253 440 29 33 755
27 July 1 Aug 296 - 405 19 96 816
28 July 1 Aug 232 443 30 ' 23 728
29 July 1 Aug 433 1101 47 539 2120
30 July 4 Aug 331 517 4] 223 1112
15,356 21,190 1,172 3,687 41,605
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suffered heavy losses in the French counterofféhsivé;at.Soissons 0n-18-ju1y.
No estimate of total casualties is possible, but Ludendorff said that in
the offensive and defensive operations between 15 July and 1 Augqﬁt losses
were "so heavy that we were compelled to break up about ten divisions and

use their infantry as reserves for others." 177

Lessons Learned

In a report of operations dated 5 August, the Chief of Staff of 3rd
Division included a section of lessons learned in the period 14 July - ; i
1 August: |
le  "The full importance of trenches as protection against shell fire

-~ was not rux;y rea;1zea Dy the members of the command.* In the future, he e

: id, these must be dug and occupied in case of bombardment 178

S PO “No:new iessons:were to be learned in the use of gas-“&"

3. "The smoke screens attempted by the enemy largely failed...héving been
foreseen and provided against.™ Although it was not done, said Kelton,

smoke screens can be met adequately by immediately strengthening the forward

E———

177 _
Ludendorff's Own Story (New York and London, 1919), II, 322.

178

For Gen Mondesir's comments on the long holes filled with straw that
he found in the 3rd Div sector, see his report, "The American 3rd Div .in
the Second Battle of the Marne," 1 Mar 1928 (French Files Box 107, 20.4).
See also rpts of 25 Jun and 10 Jul in USA in the WW, II1I, Training, pp. 565-
66, 586.
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4. Remembering efforts on the morning of 15 July to answer calls for help
or relief, particularly in the 7th and 30th Infantry sectors, Kelton said
it had been "found impossible to maneuver reserves Over open ground during

a bombardment."®

5. With telephone liaison completely out within ten minutes and all other
mechanical means of communication rendered impossible soon thereafter, the
division had had to depend entirely upon runners. The division, said Kelton,

should have been proﬁided with large numbers of carrier pigeons.

6. In the advance above the Marne, the division learned that "frontal

attacks against machine gun nests were costly and in most cases futile."

The nests should have been taken by flank maneuvers of small groups.

Despite its imperfect understanding of these lessons, said Kelton,

3rd Division had nevertheless "effectually stopped the German divisions

'opposed to it™ and so rendered possible the halting of.the great drive.

Furthermore, the later advance of corps to the Vesle had been "in no small

measure due to the advance of 3rd Division up the Charmel valley." 179

The most remarkable of these lessons, perhaps, was that nothing new

179

Rpt of Opns, 3rd Div, 5 Aug (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). For other lessons,
see Col de Poumayac, Fr LO at Hq 3rd Div, "Observations made during the 3rd
Div Offensive, 19 — 29 Jul," 1 sug; "Observations made in the 3rd Div sec-
tor during...June and July,” 3 sug (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6).
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had been learned about enemy use of gas. The division staff had all avail-

able information on the nature of the earlier German gas bombardments for
an offensive, and in this respect there ﬁas_nothing new. But the state-
ment itself was another confession of helplessness where gas was concerned

(see narrative, p. 18).

The only experience the division had df gas prior to the bombardment
was approximately 100 scattered gas shells over a period of a month and a
half- On the basis of that brief experience, the comnander of the 2nd
Battallon, 30th Infantry. was to say after the bombardment of 15 July:

"There were only very few gas casualties in thls battallon due solely to

the fact that the men have encountered gas before and realized its dangers-“ 180
Yet it was the 30th Infantry that went in a body to Essises on 16 July to be
decontaminated, under the conviction, or excuse, that it had been exposed

to mustard gas (narrative, p. 52).

The most importantllessgn 3rd Division might have learned from the
bombardment wae the demoraliaingreffect of blue cross (diphenylchloro-
arsine) gas. Apart from its HE content, which made the gas shell diffi-
cult to detect ‘by its burst, the agent in the blue cross shell in small
concentrations induced violent sneezing and vomiting, forcing removal of
the mask so that the men were without protection against the green cross

(phosgene) that was usually fired in some proportion with blue cross.

180 . . ' ' g
Rpt of Opns of 2nd Bn, 30th Inf, 2 Aug (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6). .
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they would have met any organized opposition from 3rd Division.

A word may be said about the five German offensives in the spring of
1918, each of them said to have been preceded by a gas and HE bombardment
_ of’approximétely equal intensity. The offensives on 21 March, 9 Aprii,
and 27 Méy were the most successful owing to the element of surprise with »
which they were launched, to the failure of adequate allied artillery retalia_

tion, and to the effectiveness of the penetration tactics of the infantry.

3

In the last two offensives, on 9 Juneand 15 July, all those elements
were countered. Expecting further attacks, the French had learned to recog-
nize the signs of secret preparations. Yperite (French mustard gas) which
arrived in the field less than a2 week before the @ June attack, was used |
in sufficient quantity against the enemy's aésembly areas and batteries
then aAd.again in quly to upset his final preparations, and the couhterof-ﬁ
fensive fire at the very hour of the offensive on 15 July tﬁ;gw the attack-
ing forces into “indescribable confusion.™ Finally, the Frenéh learned byA
June.to construct their defénses in depth, so that the new German penetra-
tign factics were largely nullified by successive thin lines of defense and 7'

the attacking forces were spent when they reached the main line of resistance.

In the case of the 3rd Division, its main line of resistance, the so-
called aqueduct line, was breached only slightly in the Surmelin valley
area. The numbers of German infantry whé crossed on that front were neither
sufficient nor fresh enough to advance farther. Behind the river and rai}-

road defenders who stopped those that crossed that morning lay the bulk of
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the division, smothered by the gas and HE bombardment.

The performance of the division during its advance from the Marne to
the Ourcq would indicate that incompletely trained troops, overly aware of
the dangers of gas, and led by officers who were little more confident than
the men ;hemselves, were no match for an enemy skilfully retreating by means>

of the use of gas and machine gun fire.

The division Should have been relieved at the Marne, to complete its

~

training and establish discipline through that training, letting the IESE;VE\\

28th Division make the advance above the river. The rapid exhaustion of all \\\\

units in that advance was probably as much owing to the apprehension, con-
fusion, and crowding in that narrow sector as it was to the difficult ter- -

rain and the enemy's gas and machine gun fire.

The experience of the 30th and 38th Infantry at the Vesle was wholly
anticlimactic. The regiments were no more equal to that assignment than
were the 4th, 7th,and 30th Infantry at Hill 204 and in the Bois de Belleau

two months earlier.

An element of farce concludes the story ¢f the 3rd Division at the
Marne. On 10 October 1919, War Department General Order 116 awarded the
Dis@inguiShed Service Cross to Colonel Butts, commander of the 30th Infantry;
the citation reading: "...his regiment...[Withstood] successfully the prin- -
cipal shock of the German attack and [drovel the enemy back across the Marne
by the brilliant counterattack which he plannedi” The records nowhere

support the citation.
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This and an article in the New York Evening World on 21 August 1919

entitled, ;Rock of the Marne was 30th Infantry,"” seem to have precipitated;

a controversy that raged until at least 1936, as to whether the 30th or

. 38th Infantry deserved the title "The Rock of the Marne." General Mondesire

of XXXVIII Corps and General Petain agreed with Colonei Butts that his regi-
ment had §topped the attack on the flank of Sixth Army. A German barrage

map and attack map (the latter represented here as Map No. 4), reprinfed in’

the Evening World and in Butts' book The Keypoint of the Marne and its Defense

by the 30th Infantry, were offered in proof, since they showed the focus of

the barrage on the 30th Infantry sector and the principal attack dirgcted
at taking the Bois d'Aigremont. The newspaper account of 5,000 German dead,
600 prisoners, and 10,000 enemy wounded in the 30th Infantry sector, out of
aniattéck force of 24,000 Germars in three divisions, proved the "30th U. S.

Infantry [to be] Chateau Thierry's Real Heroes."

on the other hand, Chief of Staff Kelton, Colonel Lanza in his post-
war field notes, and General Pershing all awarded the di;tincfion to the
38th Infantry, and on May 1920 Congressman MacAirthur made his famous speech
in the House of Representatives acclaiming the 38th Infantry as the real"

- "Rock of the Marne." 184 It is probable that the controversy echoes somewhere

184 :
For the 30th Inf side of the controversy, including press clippings, .
see 3rd Div Box 40, 11.5 and Ltr, Col E. L. Butts to TG, 20 Oct 1919,
sub: History of defense of the Marne, in 3rd Div Eox 41, 33.61.

For the 38th Inf story, see 3rd Div Box 1, 3.8; Box 3, 1l.4;5 Capt
J. We Woolridge, The Rock of the Marne (New York, 1919), a 23 - page book~
let, in 3rd Div box 46, 33.63 Infantry Journal (Sep 1920), pp. 221 - 227;
Jennings C. Wise, The Turn of the Tide (New York, 1920), pp. 123 - 125.
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even to this day. The present study does not claim to settle it.

184 (continued)

s
L. . . .

The concluding corresp with Pershing in 1936 concerning his praise

of the 38th Inf in the serialized version of his book, My Experiences in

the World War, and the revision made when it was published 1n 1931, appears
in 3rd Div Box 40, 11l.4. e n
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