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Foreword

This 18 a tentative study of the gas experience of |
the 2nd Division at Belleau Wood during World Wer I. This
study 13'922 preserd:edr as & definitive and official history,
but is reproduced for ocurrent refereﬁée uae. within the Mili-
tary Esta.blishmenf pending the publi}ce‘.tion of an approved

history.

1 The author was assisted in his researsh by Mr. David

B. Haﬁeyo

Note to Readers Comments and suggestions relative to

accuracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and may be
transmitted to the Chief, U.S. Army Chemical Corps Historiocal
0ffice, Army Cheznloal Center, Maryland.

E
3




GAS WARFARE AT BELLEAU WOOD

JUNE 1918
Nerrative
Baokgrounde « o o o o o s o o o o 5 o 2 2 o o s o s o o o 0 s o s s o 4‘1'
Thé Second Division Assembles in France o « » + .. '. « o e o o o 4
, | Training in Gas Dofonse « « « « « « o o « o o o o o o o s o o o s o o 5
= Training in Trench Warfare. . « « « « « ¢ . .. .. N 8
The :hreé'ceman m-ﬁes, Spring 1918. . e e e 15
West of'Chai:eau'i'merry. T . 17
The Gas Attack of T
Repx;isal'and Sﬁalmaﬁé. e ¢ o 0 s s 0 s e .A B 38
Abtrition in the German FOTGOS o « « o o o o o o v s o o o o s o o 46
The Gas Attack of June 23-24 and the Capture of Belleau Wood. + « « « 50
ThoTa.k:iJlnsqu_.Vlmx..A...._.......’........~.....  55
Anal‘zsis
Gorman Artillery Fire . « o o o o o o« o o o o o « o & e et e s e 63
.Tﬁe Casualties of the 2nd DIVIBLON. « o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 65
Gas Shell Fired by721,:d Division Ai-tiuery e, c e e e e s 69_
The Use of Gas at Bolleau Woode « o o = o o o« o s o o o o o o o0 o oo 7
i‘he Gas Di'a;:ipline. of the 2nd Division. . . c e o e s e e e s s e 73
The Strategy at Chatesu ThISITy « « o o o o o o o o o o 4 e e e e 76
1 | Maps
Mep No. 1. .Ihe Battle Ground of World War I. « « « o o o o o & e 2a
Mep No. 2. Situation Mep, 2nd Division, Evening of 1 Jume. . < . . .  17a




Maps
Map No. 3. Situation & Disposition of 2nd Division, 4-5 June. » . « 20a

Mep No. 4. 8ituastion Map, 4th Reserve Corps (Conta), Noon, 4 Juns. . 2la

nap HO. 50 G&‘ ‘ttack on 4th Bl‘ig&de, 14 Juneo © ¢ o e e o @ o'. ‘e e : 32&

Map No. 6. S8ituation Map, Corps Conta, Noonm, '19-June o o o e 46a

Map No. 7. §&th Marine Organization of Belleau Wood o o ¢ « ¢ ¢ o o « 56a

Mep No. 8. Situation Map, Corps Schoeler, 4 July » « « o « o « « « o 602




20a

2la

'325'

46a
5ba

" 60a

GAS WARFARE AT BELLEAU WOOD
JUNE 1918 ’

Perha.ps the most publicized single unit operation in World War I was
the sba.nd of the 2nd Division aoross the Paris Road and the subsequent battle
of that division for Belleau Wood. The artill?ry, machine gun, and rifle
duel :fought over the kilometer of ferrain near Chateau Thierry in June 1918
has bgen well desoribed in both Marine end Army publications and in popular

and offioial historiem Many of these accounts acknowledge briefly end in

pajsing the use of gas in the battle. Some fail to mention gas entirely,

- despite the fact that in this operation, its first independent combat action,

the 2nd Division was under some kind of gas attack on 31 of the 35 days of
the oampaigno : ’

Neither 1n nanuacript or published histories of the 2nd Division nor
in lla.rine aooounts of the action in Belleau Wood that have been consulted

for this report is the gas story given more than incidental treatment. Yet

. for a poriod of three or four days following the gas attack of 14-15 June, a

datemined offor!‘. by the German forces opposite might well have shattered

the entire frpnt of the 2nd Division and opened the way to Meaux and Paris.

' Background
On August 4, 1914, seven German Armies totaling almost 1,700,000

troops launched their great wheeling attack through Belgium, Luxembourg, and

France, 1ﬁtonding the quick conquest of France envisioned by the won

Schliéfi‘e@ Pla.n of 1906-07. The Armies, using multiples of machine guns and

heavy artillery in new tactiocal employments,. penetrated to within twenty

miles of Pari.é and an equal distance south of the Marne to the east 6f Paris
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before they could be brought to a stop on September I9th.

At that point, a series of mistakes thet had been made by von Moltke,
the German Chief of Staff, and his Army commenders, in conjimct?.on with
tactics of Joffre, forced the withdrawal of the Germen Armies back to the
Aisne. With this check, both German and Allied Armies attempted repeated
flanking meneuvers, which resulted in extending their fordes_ ina loﬁg slow
§ ourve aslant northern France, reaching from Nieuport on the Selgian co»ast

down %o Belforh‘, near the border of Switzerland. By the end of 1914, the

éentire line was committed to trench warfere, end was to remain fixed until

eariy 1517 “without varying so much as.ten miles in either direction" (see
Map No. 1).1

Although great battles were fought along the line throughout 1917,
the single principal change obcovrred in H&rcﬁ, whezn the "“:ﬁan forces 'in
the devastated Noyon salient made ; planned withdrawal to the recently
completed Hindenburg line, thereby shortening their front NE of Paris by
twenty miles. More important were the battle imnovations introduée.d‘in
1917. - | \

At the battle of Arras, north of the Noyon salient, in April, the
British first used their new gas weapon, the Livens proj'ectoro In produc-
ing a gas clouci 1at a distance from the point of discharge,. the Livens main- §

tained the high concentration of gas obtained with cylinder projection, yet

iy i . . . . .
oot b s ’ Qo i L A b A e 35 5 s
ur.un.wwnmmlmm i R i it s & i -

1 ' ,

Go Lo HcEntee_., Military History of the World War (New York: Scribner,:
1937), p. 83; Bo H. Liddell Hart, The Real War, 1914<=1918 (Bostons Lit‘ble,
Brown) 1931, Ch. III.
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achieved the surprise effect of gas shell fire.° The Germans had a similar
projeotor-by D.o_oamber.‘ The 4-1n§h Stokes mortar was next developed, for
rap{.d fire of gas, phosphorus, and thermite, partioularly to neutrallize
machine gun nests. At Arras, also, sixty Brifish_ tanks took part in battle
* for the first time, but not uﬁt_n at Cambrai, in Noverber, when 324 tanks
were deployed, were effective tactics formulated for their use.

_In the summer of 1917, the Germans first used their improved green
éross shell (diphosgene), firiﬁg ovér 100,000 rounds in a single bombard-
mgnct at Verdunos Thé &en&h M2 mé.sk was developed for protection against
the 5reer; cross gases. At Nieuport and at the ‘third-battle' of Ypres, in
, Jnl_y and August of that yéa.r, the new German mustard gas, in yellow cross

shell, was used for the fi-rst times The French did not g-et their yperite
| (ggqtai-d gas) to the battlefield umbil June 1918, and the British did not
use it until September 1918. Also in the summer of 1517, the Germsns

imtroduced blue cross shell (diphenylchlorarsine with some EE), in an attempt

2 R
. The British persisted with cloud gas attacks because prevailing winds
“on the Western front favored the Allies, and the British knew its deadly ef-
fect. The Germans, who had used oloud gas principally for casualty effects
" and not in the attack, gave it up because of the enormous effort required
to mount a oloud attack.
3 ‘ . ' -
"~ Although the first gas attack, with chlorine projected from cylinders,
occurred in April 1915, as early as October 1914, the Germans constructed
their first gas shell, to discharge an irritant substance and pulverize it
upon explosion to form a cloud of dust. The first effective German gas pro-
-Jectile for the heavy field howitzer, containing a lachrymatory egent, was :
fired in January 1915; and the first lethal gas shell (phosgene, in the green
cross shell) was used by the Germens in December 1915, The French phosgene
shell eppeared in the field in March 1916, and was countered soon after by
‘the German introduction of chlorpiorin shell, to induce nausea and removal of
the mask and theredby ensure effectiveness of the lethal gas.
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4
to penetrate the British respirator.

1917 also saw for the first time planes machine-gunning ground troops
and bdmbing troop concentrations from the air. An Americgn suggestj.c;n in
January 1918 concerning “the use of aeroplanes for discharging ges upon the
enemy" Awa:.a pro_m;;tly dismissed. "For reasons of policy, it is considered

e_,xtreﬁely unwise to make any reférence whatever to this subjectﬂ?

‘The Second Divieion Assembles in France

The United States entercd the war against Gérmany ozi'é April 1917,
and two months later the initial eiements of the lst Division, _drgénize_d on
24 May 1917, sailed for France. The components of the 2nd Division, not
forﬁally organized as such until 22 September 1917, errived ‘in' France bé-
tween July 1917 and February 1918, when the concentration of th; Division,

less its artillery, was completed and its systematlc trainlng begun at

Bourmont, in the Haute Marne. As they embarked for Fr a.nce, the conmander %

of the 5th MG Battalion later said, "Not one msn in ten kiiew a machlna gun 3

from a cream sepe.rator and many ha,d yet to lea,rn the flrs"’ fundamentals of
mili.tary life.* Until organized tralning began in January, the marines

and 1ni'antrymeh- who were tc make up the dlvls:.on “were scatteredrall over

Frence and Bn.gland," doing stevedore work, building roads:'barracks, and ¥
warehouses, loading end unloeding freight cars, and cutting firewood. %
, o . - o %
Sea ‘Maj Gen Co Ho Foulkes, Gasy (Edinburgh & London, 1934), Ppe 304 £Iv

5 ' :

. Ltr, CCO to Comdt Army Gas School, 4 Feb 18, sub: Lecture by Lt Anders;
Gas as an Offensive Weapon (GHQ AEF box 1726 fol. S). Cf. earlier ltr, C Gas.
Serv AEF to CofS AEF, 7 Sep .17, subs Memo on the Tactical Use of Gas in W
fare, which suggested that “gas by plane, howsver, mey be attempted in the
future® (GHQ AEF Box 1727, fol. P-10).
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As assembled, the principal components of Maj. Geno. Omar Bundy's

2nd Division were the :51-& Infantry Brigade, Brig. Gen. Edward M. Lewis,
oommanding, made up of the Sth Infantry, 23rd Infantry, a.ndr -Sth Machine Gun -
Batt;]_.ionx the 4th ﬁarino Brigade, Brig. Gen. James Go. Harbord, commanding,
compoéed -of the Sth and 6th Marines and 6th Machine Gun Battalion (Marine);
and divisional troops, including the 4th Machine G\xn-Battﬁlion; 2nd Engineers,
lst Field S8ignal Battalion, and Headquarters Troops. Headquarters, Military
Police, and Supply, Engineer, and Sanitary trains 'oompleted the divisional
foroe's assembled in Fraenceo

- 'The other major component of the Division, the 2nd Field Artillery
Brigade, B.rvig.: Geno William .chamberluné (after 27 June, Col. Ao Jo Bowley),
commanding, made up of the 12th, 15th, and 17th Field Artillery, and the
- 2nd Trench Mortar Battalion, wes assembled and began its training at the
French artillery center at Le Valdahon, near Besancon and the Swiss border,

on 30 January 1918. On 21 March it joined the division near Verdun.

Praining in Gas Defense

‘A report summarizmg'the gas tra.ini'ng of the 2nd Division at Bourmont -
between 16 December 1917 and 15 March 1918 said .that in this period -

. . all received one hour per day gas training and in addition men wore
the masks during drills. Surprise alarms were given frequently. All men
wore passed through lachrimatory #&nd chlorine gas in gas chambers.. All men
were equipped with both the French M2 mask end British SoBoR. / small box
respiratbr]., It was believed that many of the gas casualties later were
. caused by men changing to the M2 mask. The drills and lectures wore.con-
‘ducted by the gas personnel or the Units under the supervision of the
. Divisjon Gas Officer. All men at the time of putting through the gas
chember were given a lecture by the Division Gas Officer. During all periods
out of lines gas defense instruction was carried on whenever possible, in-
cluding respirstor drills, gas chamber, lectures and use of lachrimatory
grenades. While the Division was in lines respirators were inspected

-5




frequently and units not in front line continued mask drills.®

While some informetion on ges warfare geems to have reached elements of
the 2nd Division recelving preliminary training in the States, there eppears
to have been no gas defense instruction at the troop level.’ The gas train-
ing program in France began with the foxﬁation of the Gas Seﬁica, AEF, on
3 September 1917 and the preparation on 1 October of Pamphlet No. 253, .

Dofensive Measures against Gas Attacks.® Its fifteen pages of "Standing

Orders" dégorlbed the detesction of shell and cloud gases, givir; special
attention to the hazards of mustard gas; inspection of anti-gas supplies;
procedure for gas mask drill; the warning system for cloud and shell at}tacks;
gasproofing of dugouts; and behavior during and after & gos attaock, I'b" em~
phasized that within 12 miles of the front lins a boz respirator or mask was
always to be carried, that within 5§ miles a box respirator must be carried,
and within 2 miles i:he box respirator and mesk must be carrled, with the
respirator in the "alert" position. Following a gas attack, the respirator
was to be remove& 6n1y b;.r permission of an offricero (;l‘his was later specifiedi

as an‘égsrican officer, for French officers and NCOs were believed to order

removal of masks too s00no)

6

Ltr, DGO 2rnd Div to C CWS, B Feb 19, subs Circular Ltr No. 89 (WD
Hist Box 300, 33,6); also in GAF-25 (2nd Div Summeries). GAF records are
at the Army Chermical Center, Md. ) .

7
Tng Memos No. 1 anl 2 {13, 23 Apr 1917), Hq Southern Dept Fort Sam

Houston, Texas (GHQ AEF Box 1513, fol. 2).

8 GHQ AEF Box 1727, fol. Do A 75-page revision was issued by GHQ AEF
the following month for issue "Dowa to include all officers and brga.niza—
tions, all combat unitso




With the establishment in November 1917 of the AEF gas school at
Langres and the lst Army Corps gas school at Gondrescourt, the general prin-
ciples of gas_training sot down in the AEF Pamphlet were followed in the in-
itial Qix-day courses of instruction, con.si-sting of a 45-minute lecture and
13 hours of practical application each day. The instruction in the 40-page

Manual, Program of Training in Gas Defense for Divisional Anti-Gas Schools,

prepared by the Army Wer College, 23 October 1917, paralleled that in Pan-
phlet No. 253, except thaﬁ there was no mention of mustard gas in the
manﬁa.l-’g '1‘?his was remedied in the comprehensive manual issued by the Army
w;u- College in De_eember end January, entitled, Gas Warfare, comprising

Part Is Germah Methods of Offense, Part IIs Methods of Defense Against

Gas Attecks, Part IIIs Methods of Training in Defensive Measures, and Part

IVs The Offensive in Gas Warfare.®

The 8econd Division did not receive either its M2 masks or its res-
pirators until la*l;o in December 1917, and Regimental Gas Officers and Company
Gas NCOs wers not appointed until early in January. As a conseguence, in-

spsction reports in January indicated that the gas readiness of the Division

was extremely sketchy in every respect. 11 A Revised Program of Training

for the 2nd Division was set up to provide for two weeks of troop training

in gas defense in February, while special GHQ AEF gas training programs of

10, 18, and 20 hours’ duration were issued for the engineer and sanitary

9 . '
2nd Div Box 225, Hqg Miso Data; WD Hist Box 205, 54.3, GHQ AEF Boxes
1728, 17269 . o . L

10
Parts II and III only are in WD Hist Box 2065.

1 Ltr, GO 2nd Div to CinC AEF, 22 Dec 17, sub:; Rpt on Anti-Gas Tng in 2nd
Div (2nd Div Box 106); memo for C Tng 8ec, 9 Jan 18, subs Visit to 2nd Divs
memo C Tngz Sec for Cof§, 30 Jan 18, subs Tactical Imspection and Future Tng of
2rd Div (gnd'm.v Box 33). 7




;broopl and medical Officora.m

Traininz in Trench :Wa.rize.re
On 13 March 1918, the 2nd Diﬂsion, less its artillery, moved to the

quiet sector of the French Sacond Aray front neer Somedieus, SE of Verduxn,
where it joined the French X Corps in the _ling just . ) ot S_‘h._ Mlhi_.el, for
traini.ng in the tectics of tronch warfere. There, with its arﬁillery in
support a weok later, it was trained by battalion, regi.ment, and brigede,
and partioipated with the divisione cf the French X Corps and later the
French II Colonial Corps of the Freuch Second Aruy in the oooupation of the
1:oulon and Troyons Sectors of the front line in Lofr#in%m

\ With the arrival of the American forces in the area, “he s:ec.t;:r ceased
to be quiet. Under the provocation of raiding patrols, énamy artillery fire
increased daily, Aand on 21 March, the 2nd Div.ision experisnced géé for the
first time, when over a 12<hour period 25 unidentified 77mm gas shells were
fired into the Bois Bonchamp,‘but "Without a.ny.serious inconvenience to our
t.roops."lq’ Four gas shells fell in the sector the nex‘t‘; moraing and four more
oﬁ. the é?th, causing the first gas casualty reporied by the 2nd Divisionols On

31 March, incidental to a German raid on the French lines, heavy artillery

Tz .
2nd Div Boxes 32 and 33,5004, Box 63,5007,

13 ' .
Hist Seoc, AWC, Order of Battle...AEF (Washingtons GPO, 1931), pp.22-29.;

14 '

: Suamary of Intelligence, 20-21 Mar 18. These §0I, unmxmbered until 12 ¢
Apr, are in the National Archives bound series, Records of the Second Division,
F§. Sam Houston and Army War College, 1924-28, Vol. 9. Hereafter referred to
as Records. :

15
War Diary, 28 Mar (Records 6).




fire fell on the 2nd Division area, including 65 77mm gas shells, apparently
"in response to the activity of our own artillery." Again the gas was "with-
out any déma.sing effect.® The only casualties reported were six men wounded
by the shell fire. 16

The first extensive use of gas on 2nd Diviﬁion troops occurred on 6 '
April when, in searching outrthe divisional batteries, 750 105mm gas shells
fell around four of the battery positions-and over 1,000 HE shells on five
other gun sites., Division headquarters recorded no gas casualties and only
three men of the 23rd Infartry wounded by the shell fire.)' But the 2nd
FoA. Brigade, reporting later on its operations near Verdun, .observed that
Aalthough "oasualties were slight, nearly all of them were due to gas bomberd-
ments of the batﬁery posltionu"w

Mixtures of gas shell with heavy HE fire continued daily on the batter-
jes and troop areas frozn 9 to 12 April, with no gas casualties reported in
divisional recordso However, a Report on Gas Attack from the gth Infantry
on 10 April said that 125 diphosgene shells had surprised a battalion at

Violette the previous afternoon, causing 12 severe casualties. ‘The next

morning. approximately 150 yperite shells fell on the edge of Rouvrois, but

16

§0I, 31 Mar-1 Apr; War Diary, 1 Apr. Spencer, History of Gas Attacks
upon AEF during the World War {BACD 460, 15 Feb 1928), 1,93, reports 8 men
alightly gassed by palite on this date.

‘17
80I, 6-7 Apr; War Diary, 8 Apr.

18 ' S
Rpt, Opns of 2nd FA Brig, 30 May-25 Jun (Records 9).




19

the wind carried the vapor away from the Sth Infaniry troops near there.

Then, following a shelling with approximately 400 HE rounds on the
previous evening, bet%aen 4300 and 8300 a.m. on 13 April, "the first gas
bombardment of any size...probably in retaliation for our artillery activity
during the afternoon® struck the ist Battalion, 6th Marines, in reserve in
the Bonchamp sector. Of approximstely 3,000-3,600 shells, the division re-
porﬁod 1,800 were gas, the greater part yellow cross, the renainder blue
crossozo One mugtard-filled 105nm struck a shack where 60 men we e sleeping.
Gas casualties were first reported as 2 officers and 108 men, later cprrected
to 6 officers and 271 men, most of them "only slightly gaaaedo No HE
casualties were reported. The troops evacuated the area and chlo*inate of
lime iﬁs spraa& to deconteminate 1t.21

Other reports were more explicit. "The number of casualties was in-
excusably large, 277 being evacuated up until noon of April 14th," said the
Corps Gas Officer. "Of these all suffered from conjuctivitis, many having
infected lungs and s;vgrgl are bedly blistered, especially between the legs
«seopractically all...caused by the igunorance of the officers concerning the
persistence of this gas, and the consequent prewature removal of masks (half
an hour aftef the bombardment) and the failuré to promptly evacuatq.the

camp.® He added that the Regimental Gas Officer arrived on the scene at

9300 ihe following morning, and no notice was given tc the Division or Corps

19
GAF-2A (fol. 2nd Div Attaocks).

20
- Hanslian, Gasangriffe an der Amerikanischen FrOnt no date, p. S4

(CLEC), says 4540 blue cross, 1430 green cross, and 5270 yellow croas were
used, in weather unsuited for gas bombardment.

21
SOI 26, 12-13 Apr; War Diary, 13 Apr.
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Cas Officers until the afternoon of the 14th.22 A history of the Marine
brigade was to says/ "All officers and 220 men of the 74th Co., 6th Marines,
i-are evacuated in a serious condition, over 40 men dying later as a result
of this first bombardmento"Z>

| A letter on 19 April saids "Capt. Goss has advised court martial for
the Company Officers, 74th Co....Major Montgomery, the Division Inspector,
has been 1napooting‘ the Division on this recommendation and is trylng very
hard to fix the bleme on the Gas Service. Capt. Goss informed him that the

line officers, so far, had taken gas and gas officers as a joke, and now

~ that gas casua.lties had oocurred, were demanding an explanation of the gas

officers attaehed to the unit w2é

A a'brong Geman ratd with Pive oompanies (over 400 men) against the
Rouvrois sector qocupied by the Sth Infantry at 11500 pom. that seme night,
13 April, apparently to gain informetion about American forces in the area,
v@s preceded by a six-hour bgrrag§ with 700 HE and 4,500 mixed gas and HE
shells --_‘ “the ixeaviest yot experienced by Amex;i'.oan troops in this sector.”
The gas ;néiuded ‘tlachrymatoae," followed by phosgene, then mustard. Casu-

alties were estimated at one officer and 4 men killed by the HE and 2

22 ' :
Bpt of Gas Attack on 6th Marines, Capt B.C. Goss, CGO lst AC, 14 Apr
(GAF 2-A, 2nd Div Attacks). A supplement to this rpt on 17 Apr said total
casualties were 295, with 9 deaths. Hanslian, p. 95, has 295 Me.rine casual-
tieu, 5 in 23rd Inf, and 63 in 9th Inf.

23 ' :
ns, Brig‘ Gen Wendell Co Neville, Hist of 4th Brig, Marine Corps, AEF,
Oct 23, 1917-Dec 31, 1918, po 4 (2nd Div Box 44). See also Hist of 6th
Regt, in 2nd Div Box 68,11.4, Spencer, I. 101-106, records 295 casualties,
29 deaths.. - :

24 . :
Ltr, €00 lst C /st Lt Earl C. Popp, SC for Capt B. C. Goss, Eng / to
C Gas Serv AEF, 19 Apr, Subs Report (GAF, lst Corps Misc).

- 11 -




offfcers and 50 men gassed. The 9th Infantry Ges Ofiicer reported 2,000
77mn and 105am green and yellow cross shells, causing 53 casualties, 22 of
them due to mustard. Owilng to the situatioh, he said, the men could not move
from their positions. &8ome of the men were gassed changing from the SoBoR.
to the M2 mask when the irritancy of the first gas made wéafing the S.B.Rs
difficult .25 By 5:00 a.m. the counterattacking Sth Infantry had driven off
the raiders, who left 1l prisoners and 61 dead, at a cost to the regiment
of 7 killed, 42 wounded, and 19 missing.<®

On 4 April, ten days before this ges attack, the 2nd Division hed
issued Memorandum No. 34 repeating the gas defense instructions of Pamphlet
253 on the dangers of mustard persistency and premature removal of the mask.
Yet Memorandum 37, 17 April, reported that in the recent gas attack pfacti—
cally all casualties had beén csused by ignorance of the officers concerning
the peraistency of mustard, pfémature removal of masks, and failure to evacu-
ate the camp promptly027

Daily patrols, sniping, and light gas shelling continued in this quiet
sector, while artillery. activity ranged from normal to subnormal in the weeks .

that followed, es sizeable numbers of the German forces opposite the 2nd

2b : .
AEF Pamphlet 253 had contained instructions on changing from the S.B.R. |
to the M2. On 6 June, however, all French masks were ordered turned in to
DGOs, to prevent troops from changing masks during an attack (memo for Regtl '
and Sep Orgn Comds, 2nd Div Box 106; Weekly Sum of Info, Gas Serv Intel Sec,
5 June;, in WD Hist Box 283, '

26 . _ _ .
S0I 27, 13-14 Apr; supp to War Diary, l4 Apr; corr in SOI 31, 1$-20 -
Apr; Rpt on Gas Attack, 15 Apr (GAF-2A). _

27
2nd Div Box 36,64.4.
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Division lines were pulled out and sent north to the fighting along the
Somma, and battle-weary enemy troops from the Somﬁe took their place. 28
Results of the desultory gas shelliﬁg'wre erratic. Thirty 105mm green and
yellow: cross sh'ells, for example, fell in ten minutes on 21 April, causing
16 casualties in the 15th FoA. On the other hand, “a short severs gas bom-
bardment™ of 100 77mm mustard shells put down on a éomp_a.ny of the 23rd In-

fantry in the line near La Croix between 2 :30-3300 @omo on 7 May reportedly

caused no casualties.2’

On 9 May, the 2nd Division began its withdrawal from the Toulon front
for refitting near Bar-lé-Duo, and on 18 May entrained for Chaumont-en-Vexin,
NW of Paris, in the rear of the Fifth French Army, where it was to undergo a

period of ti-ainlng in the tactics of open warfare, preparatory to relieving

: lst Di.viaion forces in the Montdidier sectoro

- During the two months 1n tra.i.ning in the Toulon—Troyon sector, the 2nd
Diiriaion Surgeon reported treating 347 gas casos, 161 wounded, S1 injured,
934 aiok, "and 3 PNs.%0 aomelrhat different record of casualties, compiled
by the an Divislon Statistiocal Section for the period 15 Mar-30 l[ay,
(neoord- _e) shows total casualties of 12 officers and 826 men, of which 4

officers and 319 men were evacuated as gas oaserso

Supp to War Diary, 28 Apr.
29 T |
Jnl of Opns, 7 May (Records 6); Rpt on Gas Attack, 7 May, (GAF-2A).

Ltr, Div 8urg to C@ G-3 2nd Div, 22 Feb 19, subs Rpt of Opns, Med
Dept, 2nd Div, Mar 16 to May 15, 1918; aupp to War Diary, 15 May.

El
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Of interest is a lst Army Corps report for that period on the effective
ness of gas against the Americen Army. After recording total field casualtie
in the Corps of 4,190, with gas casualties of 2,262, up to 15 May 1918, the

report said:

The importance of a vigorous gas program is shown by the increasing
number of gas casualties suffered by the First Army Corps. The figures ere
unofficial end inoomplets but are unquestionably too low, as reports of gas
casualties have only recently been regularly made. Even as it is, gas casu-
alties are 54% of all casualties....dus to inexperisnce in ges warfsre ani a
- great lack of appreciation of the seriousness of gas (GAF, fol. lst C).

Alarmed by the inadequacies of individual and company gas disoipline
revealed in the first major gas attack on the division, the commend insti-
tuted gas training programs as soon as the troops came out of the lineu31
While refitting-at Bar-le-Duc, the entire division was re.rained by its
Regimental Gas Officers in gas mask and gas defense drill every evening of
its stayAtheroosz Further training at Chaumont~en-Vexin was conducted a3 a
result of Gemeral Order 33, 1 May, which described again the necessary con-
duct of troops in the "alert" zones and spelled out the duties of gaé offi-

' - 33 - - ' A '
cers and gas NCOs. Another order, first issued in early April again re-
quired all officers and men to practice weering the respirator ons hour a

day while performing regular duties.%* Special atteﬁtioﬁ'wasAgiven to the

peculiar hazards of mustard gas, described in Pemphlet 253, emphasized in

—c

31 _ _
See Memo No. 48, 2nd Eng, 29 Apr (2nd Div Box 85,10.2).
32 ' :
2nd Div Box 33,50.4. =]
33 i

This order was revised as GO 39, 28 May, without eny essential changeséi
Both in{Records 9). ' '

54

i

i

)See Memos 113, 119, 23rd Inf, 13, 19 Apr (2nd Div Box 63, 64.4, AG
Memos) .
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tles

General Order 33, and in the Weekly Summaries of Information of the Gas

Service Intelligenoce Section.>d

Théro is reason to boiieye that one oauee;of the poor discipline when
troop; were confronted by mustard .gas shell was the amount of training time
expended on ﬁethods of defense agginsﬁ Qloud,attacko All during the spring
of 1918, Intelligence reported thét cloud attacks were imminent, and train-
ing had been oriented accordinglyo;e Actually, of the 320 or ;Qfe gas at-
taocks qade bj the Germans on the AEF, not one was a cylinder cloud ;ttaék

and only six were projeotor attacks.

The Three German Drives, Spring 1918

As the 2nd Division had entrained for the Toulon ssctor in the Spring
of 1918, the German High Command put in operation its plans for "the great-

est miiitary task ever imposed upon an armyo‘57 A series of large-scale

‘assaults were to be mounted against the Allied lines, which, Ludendorff was

convinced, in view of the tired French and British forces and the depleted
reserves bucking them up, would break under the onslaught. The success of
these attaokl ranks with that of the advance to "the Marne in 1914 as the

two graviat nilitary crises of the lbfld War .58

35 . B
See WSIs for 27 Mar, 4 Apr, 10 Apr in WD Hist Box 289 and others in

" 2nd Div Box 106,

86

See 60.33 and NDIs, above.
37 -

lc_Entoo, Pe 467,
38 |

Hart, p. 387,

- 15 =




A total of 74 German divisions in three Armies (the 17th, 2nd and

18th) made the initial assault on 21 March against the four British Armies

holding the line from the Oise north to the Channel, with the intention of
severing British contact with the French forces to the south end pushing
the Briti#h to the sea. By 4 April, a forty-mile bulge had besn made in
the British lines and the Germans had achieved mobility and maneuverability
again after three years of static warfare. >Then, outrunning their supplies,
the German Armies lost their forward impetus and the first great sttack cems
tb a halt before Amiens. On § April, two more Germsn Armies (the 4th and
6th), astride the French-Belgian border, launched a second as;ault against
the British and Portugese forces south of Ypres (ses Map Wo. 1). After a
ten-mile ndvﬁnce, this drive too étoﬁpod.short_of success. o

quo#; oaﬁtinuing the attack in tﬁe north,.to drive the Brifish into
the sea, Ludendorff set in motion his third gfeat attack, on 27 May,_against
th§ Frenéﬁ armies on the Soissons-Reims front wherse they.joined §h§78ritisho
For this assault, three German Armies (a poftion of the 18th, the Tth and
1lst) numbering 42 divisions, with 3,719 guns, secretly assembled along the
Chomzin do§ D;meso The assault was apparently intended as A diversién,
while Gorﬁaﬁlfofces.to the north rogrbupéd and'communications~war§ improved,
30 draw back those French forces that had gone to the assistance of the
British and éo dftw French roserves to the Aisn9;39 The success of thig

diversion almost resulted in an Allied disaster.

Facing the 18th, 7¢%h, and lst German Armies, but unaware either of the

numbers of enemy troops or their readiness for attack, were the 10th, 6th,

39
McEntee, p. 485.




8,

and 5th French Armies. Preceded by tanks, nineteen divisions of the German

7th and 1lst Armies, spanning a 265-mile front, jumped off on the attack at

4:36 aom. on 27 May. Eight French rand three British diviaiona_al:on; the
Cheminudos .Dames front, all resting in this quiét sector at the time, were
met by the m;'priae ‘offense and fell back. By nodn the Germens were cross-
ing the Aisne, by evening they were across the Vesle. Oh-the third day
they were a.f the Marne, 60 miles from Paris, 'spread a.drou a ‘40-k110§:eter
front running app:roximately from s_oi-uona to Chateau Thiérry, and 65,000
prisoners and great stores of abandoned supplies iefe j.n their ha_ndqQ 40
That same day, 30-l(ay, the 2nd .a.nd 3rd Divisions, then in training
at %a@ont-on—?uin and near- Chaumont, reapeétively, were put-at the dis-
posal of the French and assigned to the 6th Fronoh Army. Rushed by truck
to the fromt, the combat elements of the 2nd Div;aion.iere sent to the XXI
French Corlﬁa. aaAreinrorcoment, to stop the. Gérman advance along the Chateau

Thierry=-Paris roﬁd.“‘

- West of Chateau Thierry

The combat units of the Division detrucked and assembled in the_ area

NE of Meaux. Shortly aﬁer nidnight, 1 June; a French order was received

 to send the Sth Infantry and 6th Marines by forced march to Montreuil-aux-

Lions, to take up positions north and south of the Chateau Thierry-Paris

0 ' .
Hart, pp. 373, 41l ff,

41

uoznxee, po 487; Fileld Order 6, 2nd Div, 1 Jun (Records 1); Jnlo,
30 May (Reoorda 8).
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road, where the Germans were expected momentarily. Following a second mos-
sage that morning, the Zsrd Infentry under Col. Paul B. Malope, with a bat-
talion of the 5th Marines and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion == a total of
5,000 men ==~ was .mshed to fill a gap in the lines of the 43rd French Divi-
sion at Gandelu (see Map No. 2) 42 |

When Maj. Gene Omar Bundy, commander of the 2nd Division, report;ed to
: - General Degecutte of the XXI Corps at his headquarters at Chamigny on 1 June?s
‘ the éth French Army units in the line of battle west of Chateau Thierfy oom-
prised from left to right, the VII Corps, two depleted divisions (the 43rd
and 1684th) of the XXI Corps, and a single division of the XXXVIII Corps. The
43rd French Dlvisvion was fighting to the north of the Paris road, the 164th

French Division on the south of that road.

The 7th German Army units opposite the French XXI Corps had been

identified as the 197th, 237th end 1Oth Divisions of Corps Comta. » To the

rj.ght ‘were the two other divisions of Corps Conta, the 231lst and 36th. That
day, 1 June, the Corps was reported on the general line St. Gengoulph-
Etraplliybcha.toau Thierry, its immediate objective Liocy Clignon-uonthiers—

Hill 204 and a bridgehead aoross the Marne below Chateau '.l‘hi.e.rryf,q'5

42 :
Jdnl 0, 1 Jun.

43

McEntee, p. 487. MS hist, The Second Division at Chateau Thierry, by
Hist Sec GS AEF, 1918, po. 12, has a pencilled note by Col Preston Brown,
CofS, 2nd Div, for May Bledun 1 "Bundy in Paris-PB" (2nd Div Box 8, 18.2).
This 1s confirmed by Lt Col Hayes, Div Regulating Oeficer, who adds that in
the conference at Chamigny, "The French Commander'!s opinion was that a re-
treat should be made, and he evidently considered everything lost, and the
Gernmans practically the vistors" (Interv at Hq 2nd Div, 12 Dec 1918 2nd
Div Box 4, 1l.4).

This was the 4th ReservetCorps,- named for its commander, von Conta.

45 . : : ~

Corps Order, Opns Koo 499, 1330 aom., 1 Jun {doc 69, 231lst Inf Div,
War Diaries of German Unite Opposing the Second Division, AWC, 1930=-32, Vol.
<). Herealter referred to as War Diaries.
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The next day, 2 June, the forces of the 2nd Division norfh of
Montreuil-aux-Lions and fhe remaining elements of the Division coming into
the area moved up to cover almost a 9,000-yard front, along the line Bois
de Veuilly~-Hill 142-Lucy le Bocage-Triangle-Bois des Clerembauts-le

6

Thioleto4 At the same time, advancing German machine gun and infantry

units took Bussiares, Toroy, and the Bois de Belleau on the evening of 2

7 At midnight, a message to

June, as the french continued to fall ba0k04
the 2nd Division from the French COmﬁanding General readz "The American
troops will maintein at all costs the line of support they Bccupy." 48

On the night of 3-4 June, the slowly retreating'rrench forces began
to retire through the line of the 2nd Division. That same night, the bat-
torioa.of the 12th F.A. came into position in the vicinities of La Voie du
Chatel, Ferme Paris, and Coupru, with the 15th F.A. to the E and SE of
Domptin, and the i7th Feh., with its 155s, spamning the Paris roads™>

The 23rd Infantry and supporting units returned to the Division on
the night of 4~$ June, and on 5 June, reinforced by seven elemeﬁts of the
37fh,‘232nd, 236th, and 333rd French Field Artillery which had remained in

position, the 2nd Division alone held the sector, with the 5th and 6th

18 - .

Field Message, Cof§ to Col Malone, 23rd Inf, 2 Jun (Records 4); FO
7, 2nd Div, 3 pomo, 3 Jun. All FMs in Vol. 4 unless otherwise specified.
47 ' A ' :
FM 21st Fr Army Corps to 2nd Div, 1535 acm., 3 Jun; Corps Order, Opns
No. 512, 12430 acm., 3 Jun (doc 69, 23lst Inf Div, War Diaries 4).

48 :
FM 2nd Div to 4th Brig, 1 acm., 3 Jun.

49 4 :
MS Hist of 2nd FA Brig, p. 6 (2nd Div Box 77); Opns of 2nd FA Brig,

30 May-25 Jun (Records 9) says the 156 pieces of 2nd Div artillery on 3 Jun
were situated_n of Montreuil, mear La Loge, and near Domptin.
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Marines, the 23rd and 9th Infantry, in that order along the fromt. The 10th
French Colonial Division (replacing the 164th) with units of the American 3rd
Division was on the right of the 2nd Division, the 167th French Division (re-
placing the 43rd) on its left. The 2nd Division front, which for a tine ‘had
spanned almost 20 kilometers, from the north edges of the Bois de Veuiliy to
La Nouette, was, with the readjustments in the French lines, shortened to
about 9 kilometers, extending from south of Hill 142 to south of Monneaux
(Map No. 3)050

Meanwhile, patrols on 3-4 June confirmed the presence of the enemy to
the north of Hill 142, west of Boi# de Belleau, and to the east of the Bois
des Clerembauts and Bois de la liaretteo Having occupied Bussiares, Torcy,
and the Bois de Belleau, the German forces had halted in their pursuit of the
French to await reserve supplies and munitions and the advance of their heavy
artillery. They had set up points of resistance and had dug in temporary
shelters. lith, the artillery at hand, they probed and harassed the forces
before thém,- but iithout the @ility to exercise any real pressure. On 4
June, the units opposite the 2nd Division were identified as the 197th and

237th Infantry and the 10th Reserve Divisions of Corps Conta, extending

50 ' :

Bpt, Lt Col W. D, Grant GS to Col Fox Conner Asst CofS G-3 Hq AEF, 4
Jun (supp to War Diary, 4 Jun); Jnl O, 5 Jun; FO 8, 2nd Div, 5 Jun; MS hist,
The Second Division at Chateau Thierry, pp. 17-19 (2nd Div Box 8).
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from North of Veuilly to Toreoy, Torcy to Bouresches; and Bouresches to
Montcourt (Map No. 4).51
At midnight, 3-4 June, a Corps Conta order said that in the continuing

sttack of the Tth Army towards Paris, Corps Conta had been assigned to protect

the Army's left flank. To accomplish this, the Corps must advance to "a posi-

tion that is especially suited for defense." That line of defense would be
Veuilly#)&a.rigny—La Voie de Chatel-Hill 201-Le Thollet-Hill 204. The units

making ‘bhe advance would be the 5th Guard, the 197th, 237th, 28th and 231lst

Divlisions, in line. Reconnalssance and preparations were to start at once,

but the attack would not be made before 7 Juneas2

Another order on the 4th
expla.ined352 "Corgs Conta, which is charged with the protection of the left
flank of the Tth Army...is compelled to temporarily assume the defensive, after

positions most suitable for this purpose are captured....The offensive spirit

51
The 197th Division was relieved on 7-8 June by the 5th Guard Division,’
a first class unit which had had special training in open warfare, preparatory
to its participation in the Somme offensive (SOI 60, 8~9 Jun)o
The 237th Division was relieved on 9-10 June by the 28th Division, a
crack outfit which had been in the Somme battle and in the Aisne offensive of
27 May. It had been temporarily relieved by the 231st Division (see below)
when it reached the Marne on 30 May (Info preceding SOI 56, 4-5 Jun).. The
principal’ elements of the 28th Division were reportedly relieved on 19-20 June
by the 87th Division (S80I 72, 20-21 Jun). The 87th Division was relieved on
4-5 July by the 4%h Brsatz Division (801 86, 4-5 Jul), Notes The relief of
. the 28th begun on 19=-20, was cancelled three days later and the division re-
turned to the line, The most important German division in this nerrative, the
28th jcomprised a single brigade, the 55th, whose units were the 40th Fusilier
Regiment, 109th and 110th Grenadier Regiments, the l4th Field Artillery, and
The E6th Feot (heavy) Artillery Battalion.
The 10th Reserve Division was relieved about 15 June by the 23lst Divi— _
sion (Div Order, 231st Inf, 6 Jun, War Diaries 4).
* fhe 23let Division, most of it opposite the French to the right of the
2nd ®iv on 4 June, was partially relieved on 12=13 June by elements of the
36th D Divieiono The entire 231st was relieved on 18-19 June by the 201st

Division ( 76, 24=25 Junso

52

Cpns Order 515 (231st Inf, WD Annex 2, War Diaries 4).
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must be maintained even though a temporary lull in the attack seems to exist.
In the goneral picture of tho-operntions, no halt or lull exists. We are the
victors and will remain on the offensive. The enemy is defeated. w53
Mearmwhile, at noon on 3 June, German artillery. began firing a 7-hour

bombardment of blue oross (diphgnyohlorarsine) shells into the woods EW of
. Luoy le Bo'ca.ge; where some 800 Marines and Engineers were setting up positions:
There were 35 oaaualtioa._“ The next evening, 4 June, following day-long
aheliin; of the 2ad Divisiem area with shrapnel, HE, and oooglioml gas, Lﬁoy
le Bocage was hit with a short i:onbu.rdme‘nt of gas shells, causing casualties
of one ofﬁcer and 195 men.B58

_ For ssveral days beth sides were engaged in organizing their forces, pre-
paring positions, and gettimg what rest they could for t_he fight aheado On §

June, incomimg 150s imdicated that the German artillery had been brought up,

sl Blea AR
el YaiY Lwiu

yperite, as it dug in.ss

53

Corps Order 518, 4 Jun (4th Res Corps, War Diaries 1), Corps Conta was
"to expand to the southwest as flank protection, while Corps WinoEEor, Wichura,
Larisoh, and Francois, on its right, were to continue advancing west to reach
Compiegne and eliminate the Noyon salient. Monograph, Lt Col Ernst Otto, The
Fighting for Belleau Wood in June, 1918, Reichsarchiv, Potsdem, 1918, pp. 2-3
(2nd Div Box 31, 33.9). : :

" , | _
Rpt on Gas Attack, serial 10, 3 Jun (GAF-2A); Spencer, I. 113.
56 R '
S0I 56, 4~5 Jun; Rpt of Opns, 5 Jun.
56 | | |

Rpt, CG 3rd Brig to CG 2nd Div, 16 Aug 18, subs Rpt of action of 3rd
Brig, June lst to July 15th (3rd Brig, Records 6).

- 22 -




At 5500 a.m. on 6 Juns, uneware of Corps Conta plans for aftack the -
next cllu.y,5 the 2nd Diviaion, in conjunction with the 167th French Division
on its loft went on the offensive, attacking without special artillery pre-
paration®® the objestive line Hill 126-Toroy-Chatesu Bolleuu-—Boia do Bellosu-
Bouresches. Several objectives, inoluding tho crests overlooking Bua_sairoa
and Torcy, were reported reached that day, but not the pr-incipal objectives,
the Bois de Belleau and Boureaoh_ea.sg , ;

On tho night preceding the attack, 2,000 shells, with some yellow cross,
had been fired into 2xd Diﬁaion positions west of the Bois de la llarette, a.nd
in the'_repriul for the attack the next day, Z,Z_Oovrounds including several
bursts of_nust;rd and lachrimatory gas shells, pounded the edge of the Bois
de la Marette and the-roads in the forward zdneo- Continuing the a.tta.ck on.
the aﬁ.ornoon of the 6th, 2nd Division forces encountered intense uehine gun
: _fire, pa.rbicula.rly in the Bois de Belleau, and both aides suffered aeveroly
in the Gemn.couxrterattaoks_ that followed. Bouresches was reported captured,'
but 'th.e"a-dvnnce into Belleau Wood, where the undergrowth, rock formations,
and boulders 4in its éreat ravine bristled with machine gun nests, was 'si_:oppéd

-~ “The Intelligcnoe Service at that time had not been organized or tra.inod ‘
_for open warfare and...almost nothing was known of the composition or situa-
tion of the enemy's forces; even the location of our lines was imperfectly
" understood.® . (M3 his‘b The 8econd Division at Chateau ‘I'hierry, pe 28, 2nd Div
_ Box 8) -

M8 Hist of 2nd FA Brig, p. 7, aa.ya the reason was complcto lack of co-
ordimtion betwaen inrantry and artillery. : .

59 A _ , ’
FO 8,:2nd Div, 5 Jun; 80I 57, 5-6 Juno




after several hundree yarde.so Betweon 11500 pome and 3800 ecmo. on 6-7 June,
over 300 150mm palite (trichlormethyl chlorfomete) and ehlorpierin shells
were fired on 23rd Infantry troops in the Bois des Clersmbauts, resulting in
14 light é.miue._, and from 9530 poms, 6 Jure, to 10 pem., 8 June, inter-
nittent surprise .volleye of blue cross shell (diphenyohlore,r_sine) amid con- k
tinuous HE fire, produced 32 gas casualties in the Sth Infamtry.®

A recommendation for citation offers a different account of the 23rd
Infantry gas cssualties. A oompeny comzander, “attempting to go inmio posi-
tion /¢ e::i the night of €7 June / was caught in a very heavy gas attack r
- which eliminated 170 men [evd [ kiiled one of his officers....He was seri-
ouely gaseed, tendered partie.lly blind and una.ble to speak,™ “ut remained
with hie coupany e.nd eensolide.ted his advance pesitiono 62

Of this two-day attack, in which 2nd Division casualties were estimated
at 30 officers end.900 men killed and wounded, a Geman cormunique seids.
"Stubborn. and not afre.id of his losses the enemy puraued his useless etruggle
northwest of Chateau Thierry." Although repeated Germen counterattacks on
Boureeehee were ee.id to have been repulsed, not until 10 June woare the Gemns
finally clee.red out of the railroad station so the village could be ineluded

|
in the new li.ne, Hill 142-Lucy le Boee.ge-Trhngleaeouthern edge of the Bois de

60 Lo
SOI 58, 6-7 Jun; Jnl O, 6 Jun.

61 | - |
Rpt’ of Gas Attack, ser 11 (GAF-2A); Spencer, I, 117=-119, Aecording
to Eranst Otto, p. 1§, the gas on 7 Jun backfireds "3 officers and ‘20 msn
[ becems / siok from gas - they had swallowed German gaeo

62 ' :
Ltr, Malons CO 25rd Inf to CG 3rd Brig, 2 Jul, subs Opns of 23rd Inf,
1 Jul (2nd Div Box €2, 33.6)
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la Marette. 63

For the next two or three days and nights following the action of 6=7

June, the 2nd Division was subjected to steady, heavy shelling on the wooded
areas in its soctorvo On the 7th, after several 210mm shells fei’l nearby,
division headquarters was moved from Monteuil-aux-Lions to Genevrois Farm.
Through its Frenoh reconnaiaaando planes and reconnaissance patrols, thg.
division learned that the German forces had begun to consolid;te their pési—
tions with trenches and barbed wire errbdnélamexrha, leading Intelligence f.o ‘
infer that Corps Conte was giving up for fhe time being further thought of .

64
maneuver.:

"The 2nd American Division, whioch made the attack on the evening of

June 8 and that of last night," said a 28th Division report on Jume 8, Mis

probably no longer very efficiemt." The attacks, it went on, were obvibusly
intended onnlyvto immobilize Gorma.n-foroes, make locai improvements in the
line, and give the VAmericans an opportunity for headlines. "Should the
}.méricana on our front gain the upper hand only temporarily, this may have
the most uﬁ.tavorable influence on the morale of the Entente and on the

continuation of the war.oo.i‘he renewedr employment of the 5th Guard and 28th

Infantry Divisions on the front line of the Conta Corps is to be considered

63 ' - o

War Diary, 7-10 Jun; Rpt of Opn, 8 Jun; Div Info Bul fellowing SOI 63,
Up to midmight, 5 Jun, the 2nd Div had taken between 100-200 casualties.
In the fighting from 6-8 June, 1177 wounded were evacuated, and 800-900 re-
placements came in on 9 June, with more on the way. Memo, Grant GHQ AEF G-3
to Cofs, 12 Jun, subs Rpt on the Condition of the 2nd Div (2nd Div Box 30,
3306)e :

Ernst Otto, po 14, says 237th Div casualties on 6 Jun were 6 officers
and 72 men killed, 10 officers and 218 men wounded, 5 officers and 90 men
missing. .In the 10th Div, 24 men were killed, 10l men wounded, 2 officers o.nd
24 men missing -- a total of 552 batkle casualties.

64
S0I 60, 62, 64.
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from this point of view.

3rd Division Intelligence reported that same day that these two crack

German divisions, the 5th and 28th, were coming into the line Opppsite_the
2nd Division, their mission an offensive that would break through the 2n§,
with Meaux its objective. A prisoner captured the next day cOnfirmad the
relief and said the attack would be made “in two or three days and they were
going to use lots of gaSo"ss But the 2nd Division had its own plans.

On 7-8 June, it began ooncentrating machine gun and artillefj fire and
marshalling its forces for an aséault on Belleau Wood. Béginning about 3230
a.me. On the 10th, the batteries of the division, with thelr French support
fired a total of 28,000 rounds of 77mm's and 12, OGO 155mm'a into the 300
acres of tanglod woods and rocky ravines of #he Bois de Belleauo In the at-
tack in the dense fog et dawn, the Marine brigade advanced 800 meters on a.
two~kilometer front (approximately om a line through Hill 169), against ele-

ments of the 28th Division coming in to relieve the 10th Division and & unit
' 67

of the 237th in the wood.
On several occasions prior to this assault, that is, on the night of
6-7 June .and the morning of 9 June, the German battalion at Torcy reported

that tear gas and other unidentified gas shells fell on them. The feporté

65 o
Daily Rpt, 28th Div (Item 164, lst Annex, War Diaries 2).
. 66 | | ' | |
FM fr G-2 3rd Div, 8 Jun (Records 4); FM G-2, 10510 p.m., 9 Jun. -
67 4

FO 3, 4th Brig, 6230 pom., 9 Jun (Records 4); SOI 61, 9-10 Jun; Rpt,
Opns of 2nd FA Brig, 30 May-25 Jun (Records ) P

The postwar Field Notes of Col John Magruder, FA, describe in detall
the terrain of the Bois de Belleau {2nd Div Box S, 18.8).
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of the same unit for 10, 13, and 14 June agreed that "the enemy frequently
fires gas shells." Since the 2nd Division records no use of gas during this
period, it must be-preaumed that the gas was fired by the neighboring French
unit or by the artillery atbached to the Division. o0

" Either in retaliation for the french gas or to harass possible reinforce-
ments for the Marines in the wood, between 9530 a.m. and 2:45 pome on 11 June,
from 150 to 250 77mm and 105m blue oross ahellﬁ were fired on 23rd Infantry
troops in the Bolis des Clerembauts. _Only seven men were rgported gassed,
when a shell burst directly over their dugoutoeg That same day, the llth,
after fﬁrther'art;llery preparation.and preceded by a rolling barrage, the
Marine brigade attacked the northern half of the Bois de Belleau and report-
edly oacuﬁied £he entire wood, capturing mofe than 450 prisonera,.so machine
guns, and 4rﬁinonwerfqrs or trench mortars. Positions in the wood were said
to have been consolidated and remaining machine gun nests cleaned up that
_night,'uith the capture of 43 additional prisoners. A German gas bombardme#t
of Bouresches on the night of 11~12 June seems not to have been reported in
2nd Division recordae7o A

Actually, theAlhrinergction was filled with confusion, leading to con-

fused reports,'for_the main German defense line at the top of the wood remained

See Combat Rpt, lst Bn, 460th Inf (doc 83, War Diaries 4).

69 . . ,
Rpt of Gas Attack, ser. 14, 12 Jun; Spencer, I. 120.

70

SOI 62, 63, 64, 10-13 Jun; Rpt of Opns, 11-12 Jun. See note below for
gassing of Bouresches. :
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intact. Beginning on 12 June, German forces were seen filtering back into the
wood - on the western edge; where they set up machine gun strong points to haras
the patrols sent against them. It was estimated that in the next ten days

‘German forces in battalion qtrongth, with 75 to 100 machinﬁ guna, hfa_d. returned

"to the woods.”! The 2nd Division held the southern half of the wood but ocould

not claim possession of the northern sector.

Achievement of the new line, reported in the divisional War Diery for
11 June us.Hill 142-northern edge of Boié de Belleau-Bouresches-Triangle-
Bois des Clerambauts-north of l[onnea,u:i, had been costly. Tofal casualties
from 1-12 June were said to be 321 killed, with 2,958 wounded’Aevgcuatec_i
through Meaux.72 The gassed were presumably included with the wounded. The
Germans were aware of the cost through their interngation of the 5th Marine
prisoners, whc? told them that "Casualties during the. attaék, and during the
last few days by heavy artillery, considerably high, allegedly 30 or 40% in
the 5th Regiment....Gas bombardment on Bouresches in the night of June 11-12
caused-a few casuslties degpite the fact that the mén were immediately warned
by specially trained gas officers, and adjusted their masks." o | |

But the toll in combat fatigue was still higher. A-teiegram from
Gensral Bundy to Pershing om 10 June asked for an infantry brigade to relieve

weary units of the 2nd -Diviaion, all of whose regiments were in the line and

71 -
) Rpt, 2nd FA Brig to G-3, subs Movements from 31 May to 10 Jul (Records
72

War Diary, 12 Jun; M fr Hq Fld Hosp Sec, 14 Jun, said evacuated wounded
from 3-12 Jun totaled 2,355, :

73
5th Guard Div, Interr Rpt, 13 Jun’ (Item 213, 2rnd Gd Inf Brig, (Whr
Diaries 3), '
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;he .
had been continuously “moving, marching, entrenching ana fighting since May

ass
30th." On the llth, Harbord said of his 4th Marine Brigade in Belleau: "Of-
7 ficers and mo‘n are now in a state scarcely less than complete physical ex-
1ed ' : N
ha.us‘t:»ion.,"74 Indicative as much of the physical condition of 2nd Division
ald ’ o -

troops as of inexperience was the incident of the company of 2nd Engineers
who ran into a heafy barrage of mixed HE, sﬁoke, mustard gas on its way

‘ through the B;is de Belleau on the afternoon of the 12th to reinforce the

| Marines in the line. Two officers and 24 men in the company were killed or
‘wounded, an unidentified number overcome by gas. -"Out of the company of 185,

only about 50 men arrived at their objective,® _the,»remainder not gassed or

wounded becoming lost, "mot being able to travel through thick woods and °

unde'rbrua}.\ in gas masks." The company was withdrawn early on the .mor;xing of

the 14th when it again encountered gas in the »wood.75

Tele, 2nd Div, 10 Jun; Rpt 4th Brig to CG 2nd Div, 8:00 aom., 11 Jun
(Records 6). S _ _ :

* The necessity for relief was questioned since it was expected that
"This part of the front would soon become a quiet sector," said memo Lt Col
Wo So Grant, GHQ AEF G-3 for CofS, 12 Jun, subs Rpt on Condition of 2nd Div,
and atohd corresp {2nd Div Box 30, 33.6).

75 : : o .
: Rpt of Co F, 2nd Eng, 11-14 Jun (Records 7); Rpt on Gas Attack, ser.
12, and Spencer, 1. 121, say the oompany was surprised by blue cross, causing
10 gas casualties. Hanslian, p. 96, says the number of shells may not have
been large, but Harbord, in the Diary of the 4th Brig, 30 May-30 Jun, p. 42
(2nd Div Box 4, 11.5), reports "Considerable gas used on the Bois de Belleau
and on the Torcy fromt™ on the l2th. :
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The Gas Attack of 13-14 June

- Delayed in its plans by the American attacks, Corps Conta initiated new
preparations on 1l June for its operation Mto improve our position snd inflict

demage on the Americans." In the aasaﬁlt, the 28th Division was to move down

against Bouresches and Hill 201, the newly errived 195th Division was to drive

between the Bois des Clerembauts and Bois de la Marette, with the 36th and

2313t Diviaions advancing in support of the right flank down the Marne bank

to the Bois du Loup and EssOmesos To protect their flank in this move, the
Germans had first to,recapture the Bois de Belleau, so cheaply won from the
French and now in part so dearly lost to the 2nd Divisiono '

At 4515 on 12 June after a l15-minute surprise fi-e by its artillery,

a battalion of the 110th Grenadiers, 28%th DiVision, attacked the southern

part of the Bois de Belleau and occupied its former positions there, only to
& late that afteruoon oy'marine patroia. The grenadiers reported
the ravine between the wood and Hill 190 under continual gas shelling by the

77
| artillery. The 28th7Diviaion order said that nights "The Bois de Belleau

and Bouresehes will be eaptured on June 13th at 43510 aom." This was to be

aocomplished after a 10-m1nute surprise bombardment with gas ‘and HE by U. S.

ertillery of three divisions, to be followed by a rolling barrage for the at

tack.78

(]
Corps Order, Qpns No. 557, 6330 P:Mo, 11 Jur (Item 222, 4th Res Cerps-
War Diaries 1l). : ’

77 :
War Diary of 110th Gren, 12 Jun (War Diaries 3).

78
Div Order 1394 28th Div, 10340 pom., 12 Jun (Item 200, 2nd Annex War
Diaries 2). .
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The hostile massed fire with *much gas" that was laid oxn the Bois and
its roads of Approach fell on the positions ofrboth brigades, the irritating
gas and yperite "giving /the Marines in the wood, parﬁicﬁlarlxi7 s lot of
trﬁubleo”79 The divisional artillery, ;lerted té,qnemy intentions, replied

with a heavy barrage on the 28th Division forces massed along the railroad

embankment -east of Belleau Wood. lsubsequently, German reports said that

"between 3300 and 5500 a.m. / there was / vigorous shelling of Rochet Wood

with gas," as the Torcy area came "under most intense artillery fire. Enemy

again makes extravagant use of gas shells. It is an attempt to block an

. 80
operation of the 46lst Infantry / 237th Division / in Belleau Wood."

Thrown off balance, the 28th Division attacked the town of Bouresches
on the linme Belleuu-Bqureaohea sometime after 4300 &oMo After several hours

of heavy fighting; the German forces withdrew. The 2nd Division had suffered

oculy “moderate losses“ (1.90, spproximately 600 killed and wounded) At

93130 uomo on 13 June, with the failure of the 28th to udvance, the generul

attack by 60523 Conte was oalled off. Bitter recriminqtions were heaped on

79

, §S0I ¢4, 12-13 Juna, Morning Rpt, Arty Comdr, 237th Div, 13 Jun (doc 78,
War Diaries 4) The Rpt of Gas Attack, ser. 15, 14 Jun, said there were 14
bTlue cross casualties in the 23rd Inf that night, caused by surprise, exhaust-
ion, and early removal of masks. A telegram from Bundy to C Gas Serv, 14 Jun,
said yellow and blue cross shelling of Sth Inf near Triangle had resulted in

40 casualties. The Rpt of Gas Attack, ser. 16, corrected this to 59 gas .
. cases in the .9th Inf, resulting from too edrly removal of mask and delayed"
evucuutiono

80
Intel Bul 23lst Div, 12-1:5 Jun (Item 145, doc 71, War Diaries 4); War
Diary of 460th Inf, 2530-4; 00 om0, 13 Jun (doc 82, War Diaries 4). :

\

| S0I 64, 12-13 Jun; Rpt of Opms, 13 Jun; FM fr CO 4th Brig, 5235 a.m,,
13 Juno )

81
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the division for its "refusal®™ to move off the Belleau-Bouresches :oad.az
That day the Germans reported blocking fire and & small number of gas

83 st

shells ("a sweet odor and cuﬁsed sneezing") on Torcy and Hill 126,
9350 pome thut‘night, the Germans admitteds “Emenyfhas onpthredleis de .
Bellsau. The wood will be kept under HE and-gas_the whole night. Wood will
be recapturéd 14 Juneo“‘ The ssme night, 13-14 June, refused-permission by
the French to shorten his front and unable to get brigade or division reiief;
General Bundy arranged to shorten the line held by the Marines by 4ransfefring
the Boureschés sector to the 23rd Infantry.>: The 5th Marinarbgtt311On'£hat
had occupied that village in the hollow was moved back to Lucy le Bocage to
rest in,brigade reserve. The 6th Marine battalion in reccrve st Lucy then set
out to relieve auother 5th Marine battalion in the Bois de Belleaus

The "first gas bombardment of any size-qin;e coming intb the sector"
cozmenced about midnight of 13 June>when Lucy le Bocage and fhe southern half

of the Bois de Belleau were !aafurated“ with between 6,000 and 7,000 rounds

of yellow cross (Map No. 5). The intention was to “cut off the territory

82
Messags, 244th Brig to 237th Div (Item 148, doc 79); message, Bischoff,

CO 461st Regt, 237th Div to 244Eh Brig, 17 Jun (Item 158-60, doc 79, War
Diaries 4)0 R ’ . - :

83 : ‘ -
Regtl Gas O to Div Gas 0, 1515 pom., 13 Jun (Item 206, doc 82, 460th Inf, -

237th Div, War Diaries 4).

- B4 : .
FM to 40th Fusiliers; FM to 83rd FA (Item 162, doc 79, 237th Div, War
Diaries_?)o Ltr, Grant to Fox Conner GHQ AEF G-3, 13 June, no sub (2nd Div Box
30, 33.6)e - : ‘ ’ -
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likely to be used in advancing ageinst Belleau Wood."%5 A German report of
the attack saids "At night drénching bombardment (yellow cross) on south
part of Belleau Woods, and vicinity of Lucy le Bocage, harassing fire on
Dométiﬁe' Aéd in the noom r9port>on the l4th; “Bntééries contin;e‘haraésing
fire on:Boi; d; Belleau and Bouresches and completed the drenching bymbard-

ment with yellow oross on Lucy and the depreasionooowith a 2-hour fOIIUWhub

gas bombqrdmantc"ss'

At 3£45 aom. on the 14th, the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, on its way
from Luocy to the Bois, to relieve a unit of the 5th Marines, reported: "Gas
attack on woods E of Luoy entire ravine E of Lucy and sector of front line

entering Bouresches and Triangle Farm-very sorious. Men have had on respira-

tors 51 hours. Suggest mem be moved from infected area. Mustard gas is being

e ] o~ AN sLL MM 2 A~ =N m.
O W Cull m&aly, [esoras u;o“ AWO

. R e 7 .
uséde Request Division Gas Officer. (Fu F-id ©

hours later a message from the-Sth ﬁariné comnander to the.Regimental Aid '
Station saids "“Succeeded in getting through message to Division Gas Officer
about situation with order 600 .oomple_te suitss.olst Bn just reported all
companies undbr-fqirly heavy gas shelling, masks on & OK. ' (FM 5335 a.m. 14

Jugo)"-,At 6s03 &.mo, the ocommander reported to his brigade that 270 men had

86 - .

Corps Conta order, cited by Hanslian, p. 98, also shows that 3625 yellow
cross had been made available to the 237th Div arty and 4650 yellow cross rounds
to the 28th Div arty. The arty order of the 28th Div (Hanslian, p. 99) said
the 237th Div arty would put 2415 rounds on Lucy and the valley behind Boures-
ches, the gﬁ}h Div arty to fire 4550 rounds into the hollow S and SE of Boures-
ches, Four-fifths of the shell was to be fired in one-hour bombardments, the
renainder in a two-hour follow up fire.

The 237th Div arty comdr reported firing 2623 rounds of yellow cross
betw 123500 and 6200 aomo (doc 78, 237th Div, War Diaries 4). There is no rpt
available from the 28th Div arty comdr.

Hanslian (p. 97) reports a total of only 1725 rounds of yellow cross ac-
tually fired im this opn. SOI 65, 13-14 Jun, estimates 1500 yperite shell.

‘Daily Rpt, 13-14 Jun, 28th Div (2nd Annex, War Diaries 2).
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been- - taken to the aid station st Hill 20l. Two men were found badly gassed,

38 m&derately, 120 very alighﬁlyo

Instructions were given to keep them out of blankets and open their
clothes, to avoid burning cases of saturated clothing. Lt. Taylor reports
that a company of the 23rd Inf moving to relief last night were badly shot
up and in need of medical attention. Lt. Chandler, Regtl Gas Officer, was

sent to the area / south of Belleau Wood_ / and reports that he found from
50 to 60 men...more or less gassed through removing respirators to attend

to their wounds.

The 6th Marine Regimental Surgeon said at 10:40 gomos "75 to 150 men evacu-
ated since arfival this mor#ingo Practically entire battalion physicelly
unfit due to gas. Immediate measures should be taken to secﬁre relief of
thia battalion due to a generalized gassing. Evacuation still continues.
Battalion now cemped in gassed ares." _Repofting later on the event, the
5th Harine unit that was waiting relief and-was itself suffering gas casu-
alties gt'the time, said of the ill-fated bnttalion; "2nd Battalion, 6th
orinss werée vadly gassed and instead of arriving night 13=14 with about -
800 men only 325 effectives arrived, so that attack couid not be delivered,
and I did iot consider that they were sufficient to relieve mé snd remained

in poaition."87

Harbord in a message to Bundy st 4500 pem. on the 14th -apparently knew
only that at least 225 men in fwo companies of the 6th Marines had been
"gassed and evacuated that day. In his War Diary entry later that evening,
however, he reported 563 gas casualties in the lst and 2nd Eittalibns of thet

Marine regiment.88 But Colonel Gramt, on the G-3 staff, GHQ, wrote to Fox

87 :
Rpt of Opms, 2nd Bn, 5th Mar, 2-16 Jun (Becords 7).
88

FM CG 4th Brig to CG 2nd Div; War Diary, Records 6.

Spencer, I.126, cites a telegram from Bundy to the Gas Service at Tours
on 14 Jun reporting 700 yellow and blue cross casualties in the 6th Marines
and 23rd Inf in wood NE of Lucy, with gas attack continuing.

- 34 =




Comner from 2nd Division headquarters after the gas attacks "Night of June

12-14 passed quietly. Troops were able to get some rest. Gen. Bundy, Colonel

Brown and Gensral Harbord all seemed to feel better, and need of relief did

not seem so great as it had 48 or even 24 hours before." Then, a paragraph

laters

Meanwhile the Germans put down on our front lines and on rear areas,
] intermittently during the day and evening, a heavy gas bombardment, paying
" particular attention to the Bois de Belleauo...At 10345 p.m., Juns 14, gas
: casualties were reported as between 700 and 800, the Marines being greatest
| sufferers. Cases were mostly burns with some severe cases. Medical officer
3 reported that practically none of the gassed would be available for duty for

at. least two woeks.
The Germans intended this gas to interdict the approach to Belleau

Wood and the wood itself, and so facilitate their advance to the defensive

line they had selected north of the Paris road. Yet despite observed circu-

lation of men and caissons in the German back area, Intelligence said of the

gassings "From the indiscr;nin;te_use‘of mustard gas it would appear that

the objeetiof the enemy is merely to cause losses and not to prepare for im-

mediate attaek.“go Colonel Grant, in his letter of the 15th, said that "Hg.

VIth Army believe that the gas bombardment in commection with massing of

German batteries in this regioh indicates a German attack in a few days. It

————r

89 ~ - -
Ltr, Lt Col Grant to Conmer, GHQ G=3, 15 Jun (2nd Div Box 30).

S0 -

S0I 65, 13-14 Jun. 2nd Div Intelligence, in an Estimate of the Enemy
Situation, 10300 Polo, 14 Jum (2nd Div Box 12), said of the German 7th Army
movements that .the weight of the msin effort for the next few days would still
be from the north in the direction of Compiegne and from the east in the direc-
tion of Villers-Cotterets. On the 2nd Div front, the enemy effort was likely
to be purely defensive except to improve lines and inflict losses. No serious
intent to regain the Bois de Belleau was probable, and reported shelling of
the wood and Bouresches with mustard gas further indicated that the enemy had

no irtention of action in that areas
On 14 Jun, according to Erast Otto, p. 30, the Germsn High Command ordered

the Group of the Crown Prince to assume the defensive, discontinuing the
18th Army stk at Noyen and the 7th Army atk W and SW of Soissons.
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is highly probable that umtil gas is dissipated no infantry attack need be
feared."”

The bombardment coﬁtinued on the 1l4th when about 4330 p.m. the Bois de
Belleau was again kit with yperite. At 5:37 pom. the 6th Marines reported to
Harbord that gas was still fallings "Week concentration mustard gas. Long
exposure. Men have worn masks about 6 hours and some have taken them off...
Hughes says his orders are to stick it-out..oGas Officer adv@catad mové#ent
higher ground...Regtl Surgeon reports 185 evacuations lst ﬁn (Fﬁ te CG 4t£
Brig, 14 Jun).® Then between 9330 pom. and 12330 a.m. oﬁ’the 14-15 June be-
tween 4300 and.SsOO a.m. the Bois de Belleau, as well as La Voie du Chatel,
Lucy le Bocage, Momtgivrault, and Domptin were subjected to heavy gas con-
centrations, the result of an esfimated 500 105mn gas shells. At 1:30 on the
morning.of the 15th, three companies of the 23rd Infantry, on their way toA
relieve a Marine battalion in Belleau Wood, were bombarded with HE end shrap-
nel and them 350 77mm anﬁ 105mh réunds of yellow and blue cross gas. Two of

the companies moved out of the gassed ravine they were in; the third met a

Marine company, and when the bombardment ceased, were told by its captain that
it was safe to remove their masks. At least 150 men in fhe infantry company
were evacuated that eveningog | |

.At 8200 aom. on 15 June, ﬁarbord was at last able to withdraw his troops ;
from the woods to Hills 169 and 181 nearby, and asked the 23rd Infantry in
Bouresches to cover the eastern edge of the Bois with mschine gﬁn sﬁpporﬁ for

92 :
him. This was done. A suggestion to Malone of the 23rd Infantry that he mov

3T _ .
Rpt of Gas Attack, ser. 17, 16 Jun; Spemcer, I, 127; Henslian, pe 100.

92

FM CG 4th Brig to CG 3rd Brig.
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reserves into Bouresohés to replace his forces 00ver1ngvthe Bois was turned
downo V“It is unwise fo put more troops in Bouresches. OQur main line will
° cross _i‘rém the vioinity of Triangle towards 181 whére the right of main I;ne
o of Marines will probably restooooAn arranging for gas against all the approaches
: to Boureaohés and for strong harausing‘ fire in the sa.me; areas (MM to co 3rd
° Bn, 10365 aom., 15 Jun; FM. 8355 pom., Records 5, 23rd Inf)." -

The renewed gassing of th§ Bois de Belleau in the early morning of the

15th resulted, an enemy report said, when the Germans became alarmed by sudden

intense ma.chine gun fire on their front lines. However, the gas backfired on
the Germans, as they admitteds "This gas was quite bothersome in our own
111'.103;,"9:5 It is possible this bé.cki;;re was a contributory reason for the
® "half-hearted" German attack made al'or;g the northern edge of the Bois and
down past Bd_ux-'esches on the night of 15 .Juneo .Driveﬁ back, a second attack
was made at 4545 acmo and again broken up, principally by ar‘%;ill’eryv i‘i.x-e,.94
The count of the gas c‘é.sualtieé in the two-day bombardment came in
BIOW].y‘o Up . to noon on tl;xe l4th, 4_20 casualties had been‘reported,, the greater
number of these Marine and éSrd Infanjbry cases, "most of them badly burned
_ about the‘bodyo“gs By »1.1300 é.mo that night, alxixo_st 700 casualties, some very
severe, had bo’o._l.i e‘#acuﬁtedl; and evacuations were not yet.con;pleﬁeo 96 By the '

)8

93

.COmbat_Rpt, 1st Bn, 2nd Baden Gren Brig (1l0th Gren Regt, War Diaries 3).

94 R - ' -

S0I 67, 15=16 Jun; Jnl O, 15 Jun.

ve _ -
g 95 ‘ o , . . .

Rpt of Opns, 14 Jun; FM fr Div Surg, 10 aom., 14 Jun, Jnl O, 14 Jun.

96
Jnl 0, 14 Jun.
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morning of 15 June, total casualties reported as admitted on the previous day

to the gas hospital’at Luzancy were 745 due to gas, 16 shell shock, and 10
gassed and wounded. 97  The Medical Director of the Gas Service later reported

a total of "over BOO oaaeso"g8
!

Reprisal and Stalemate-

A 2nd Division telegram to Pershing on the events of 15=16 June said
that following the gas attacks, enemy artillery continued harassing "our
front line and béok area using much gas," while "our artillery repl*éd with
harassing fire using some gaso‘gg The Cperations Report of the 2nd Fod.
Brigade was to. says "The division'wés considerably handicepped as the enemy
seemed to have plent& of gas ZThhellqj7nmile our artillsry had vefy fewo"loo
No mention is made of mustard gas shell, the causé of most of the Division's
gas casualties. Yet the French were at last producing yperite in éuantity'
(a considerably more toxic product than German mustard gas) end it was coming
into the fields On 15 June, General Naulin, the new commander of the XKI
French Army Corps, replacing Degoutte, wrote to the Commanding Genéral of.tﬁe

6th Frenoch Armys

97 ' ‘
Rpt of Opns, 15 Jun; FM fr Div Surg, 9:20 acmo., 15 Jun; Jnl 0, 15 Jun,

reported 771 casualties up to 6300 aom. that date..

: Ltr to C Gas Serv AEF, 1 Jul 18, subs Rpt of Second Serious Gas Attack
on 2nd Div (GAF-28). Notes The gas discipline of the troops in this attack is
reported in the Analysis below. ' : o : o

The Division Surgeon was later to say that the attack of the l4th necessi-
tated “the evacuation of over 800 members of the 2nd Bn, 6th Marines." (Richard -
Derby, Wade In, Sanitary! dYs Go Po Putnam, 1919, p. 72). :

99 o _ : : .
Cf. Dia of 4th Brig, 3 Jun {2nd Div Box 4, 11.5). Jnl 0, 16 Jun; and

ltr Lt Col Grawt. GHQ G=3 ({4t 2nd Div Hq) to Col Fox Co?mer,-‘GHé G-3, 18 Jun

(2nd Div Box 30), on French economy of ammo. _

100 ; ‘

. . A German confirmation of the inequality seems to appear on Combat. Rpt,
3rd Bn, 110th Gren Regt (War Diaries 3? where for the period 18-30 Jun it is
aaid: "Our own end the enemy artillery fought one enother gquite intensely; the_
former emfloying blue and yollow cross gas shells against énemy artillery fir--
ing positions and camps. On an average, the firing lasted 2 hrs."
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‘ted

I have the honor to draw your attention to the necessity that some
measures be taken to reply effectively to the yperite bombardment which the
ensmy has just effected on the 2nd U.S. Division and which he seems to wish

to continue.

The best means seems to be to reply to this type of attack by similar
means. : ’ .

Consequently I have the honmor to ask you that some yperite shells in
sufficient quantity be placed at my disposal to be employed on the known
enemy positions in front of us (in particular, woods and bottoms of valleys).

If, as I have heard it said, the lots of yperite munitions are ready,
I most urgently ask you to assign some to me in view of the severity of the
attack which the American units have just been subjected to, and which con-
tinues todayolo1

The next day, in a Service Note to the artillery (presumably, both
French ahd American units), General Nauliq said that his request for 75mm
yperite sheli would probably be gr;ntedo When it arrived he would order its
use "in immediate repriéal,“ in a barrage on enemy troops in the ravine to
the north of?Brusﬁes, to‘thé south of Givry, and to the northeast of Belleau,
1nc1uding the villageé thereo. '

On the 17th, the order for reprisal was issued, to be ‘"executed by the
Artillery of the 2nd I.DcU.S." A total of 5,900 rounds would be fired in a
three-hour bombardment, mixed with 2,200 75mn and 155mm HE rounds, on four

targets in the ravine from north of Brusses Ferme to south of Givry and in

the area northwest of Bois de Belleau. The yperite shells would be drawn

from the depot -at Davids and issued to the seven batteries of the 2nd fvo

Brigade in position for the designated objectives. The bombardment would be-

gin on telephone order of the XXI Army Cérps;1°2

Records of the 2nd FoAo do not show receipt of this yperite, but that

it was received at some time after the 17th is clear, since approximately

101

Translation from copy in fol. 21st AC, Vol. II, po 64 (French Files
Box 95). Ses CWS Intel Bul G=12, 11 Jul, for transl of Petaln's circular of
29 May on the use of the new yperite shellso

102
: 21st Corps d'Armee Order, 17 June (2nd Div Box 25, 32.7). Also in 2lst
AC file above, ppo 68=70o : 5




this allotment of yperite was fired on 1 July, in the attack on Vaux. A
’ 1

sentence in Gemeral Naulin's order of the 17th-  suggests why it was not fired
at onces "This fire not being executed except as immediate reprisal for an
enemy yperite sheot, immediate motice will be given to the Gexmeral Staff of
the 21st A«C. of all bombardmest made by the Germans with this gas."
Meamwhile, the divisional artillery fired what gas it had, “As a re-

taliatory measure for gas thrown on the Bois de Belleau,™ said the War Diary
for the 1l4th, "the 12th FA has been asked to gas the viliagé of Givry aﬁd the
deep ravine...between Givry and Bouresches....The 17th FA was also asked to

put some heavy shells into Torcy and the Chateau Beileauo“103

Early om 15

June, ¥4,000 /19 gas shells were fired into the Bois ds Rochets," %% &s re-
prisal for gassing Lucy le Bgcdgeo VIt caused,:Gefman prisoners later said,
over 400 casualtieao105 |

Iﬁ answer to ggle Malonate regquest of Ghe 1Gth for gas, “he 15th Folo

replieds "“100 gas to NE Bouresches are on the way. We are using tonight over

1,000 gas ;hells_(oyanogeh) on Boche woods opposite our area. If there is any -

103

A postwar report by the 12th FA said it fired no gas at Chatesu Thierry
(see Analysis, below). : ' o

{
Note this target is nowhere near Naulin's designations. Moreover, there i
was no French gas designated #19. It may have been #9,'martpnita (bromacetone);
or considering the quantity, #4, Vincennite (cyanogen), which the French dis- &
posad of to fmericam artillery, since it was not considered an effective shell.
*The use of Vimcennite is being abandoned by all belligerents, but at the presé
ont time it is still used by the French, who occasionally turn such shells over.
to American Troops.™ . (Pamphlet, Provisional Instructions for Artillery Offi-
cors on the Uss of Gas Shell, CGO lst Army, 1 Oct 1918, p. 6, WD Hist Box 300)
For comment on "a serious thing, this No. 9," see Message CofS 2nd Div =
to Cof§ 5th C, 1 Nov {2nd Div Box 27, 33, Brief of Orders).

105
Opns of 2nd FA Brig (Records 9).
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he

information that you can give me relativa to areas in Boche front line where
construction is going on, I would like to send some gas there (FM to CO 23rd
Inf, Records 5, 23rd Inf)." 8aid a German report of this reprisal:s "At night

consistent rharaseing fire om forward positions...gas surprise fires on battery

positiongco..Our artillery firgd on rearward communications and sheiters with

strong surprise fires, includimg 5§00 rounds of blue cross.106

The relief requested by Bundy on the 10th became imperative following

‘the gas attack of 14=15 Jume. ° Between_15-18 June, three battalions of the

7th ;nfantry, Srd Divisioﬁ and one b#ttalion from the 174th Infantry, French
167th Division came into the 2nd Division's sector to felease the badly hurt
Marine ba%taliois for-reorganization an& rest. 07 A report of investigation
by the Division Inspector revealed that the gas bombardment, coming on top of
tworweeksiof:qteady fighting, had reduced four Marine battalions to less than
hglt_their_np;mﬁletrengtho In the period between 1-16 June, as a result of
gas and HE casualties, the three battalions of the 5th Marines had lost a
total of 45 officers and 1,579 men; the 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines had lost
21 officers and 836 men; and the lst Battalion, 23rd Infantry had lost 9 of-
ficers snd 121 mem -~ & total of 75 officers and 2,536 mon in these five bat-

talions alono.lo8

106 '
2nd Morning Rpt 28th Gren Inf Div, 10:45 a.m., 16 Jun (Item 223, 3rd
Amnex, War Diaries 2).

107

Rpt of Opns, 16=18 Jun; War Diary, 18 Jun.

108 ' v . '
Jnl O, 17-19 Jun. Similar statistics in Jnl 0, 29 Jun, said the 3rd

'Bn, S5th Marines, up to that time had lost 18 officers and 776 men, while the

3rd Bn, 23rd Infantry, had lost 18 officers and 507 men. -Accumulative re-
placement data show 100 officers and 4,539 men were received by the 2nd Div

l{gtgein 8 Jun-10 Jul. M8 hist, p. 23 (2nd Div Box 8) and War Diary, 13 Jun-
Ulo - . .
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The two depleted and exhausted opposing forces continued to assail one
another as the 2nd Division held its line fiom the east bas';e of Hill l42-
north_ of Luoy le Bocage-Hill 169;Bouresches-Tria.ngle-Bois des Clerembauts-
north of llonneaux.log For the next five days enemy infantry action was negli-
ble while the Germans clung tenaciously to the ungassed northern and eastern
parts of Belleau Wood, and after two days of fierce artillery fire, including
some' ges shell, it too slackened off. The enemy began seriously to dig in,
constructi_ng trench-works bo..tteryvemlaclzementsg and extem_iing his network of
camouflage, while 2nd Division artillery fired destructive‘and harassing |
missions daily on enemy orossroads, battery positions, and suspected troop .
areasdllo

On 16 Jume, Corps Comta admitted that it, as well as the attack ele-

asuts of Tin Army, had been stopped cold in the drive towards Paris, when it

published a 7th Army summary dated 13 Junme looking back to earlier successess -
"The main offensive of the 7th Army, commenced on May 27, has comd to an end

ess.The severe ‘defeat of the opponent...is evidemt in the loss of all his

bty

posifions, his military end civil stores, between the Aisne and Marne, as well.

as in the loss of about 60,000 prisoners and 830 guns.c..The divisions will

establish and alloéate themselves for the conti'ol of the areb. that has been

won. »111

109 B
War Diery, 17 Jun.

110 ‘
SOI 72, 20-21 Jume

111 | - -
Corps Order 631, noon, 16 Jun (Item 220, 3rd Annex, War Diaries 2).
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In its reports of harassing missions, there is no record of 2nd Division

artillery firing any gas shell on the night of 16«17 June, yet a 28th Division

battalien combat report for the 17th saids "From evening until early morning
the enemy shelled the woods occupied by the battalion continuously and pro-
fueely with gas. Several direct hits by gas shells caused considerable

losses."t12 Again 1t may be assumed that this was a gas shoot by the French

artillery with the divisiomo In any event, retalistion was swift. From nmid-

night to :4300 folo ON 17'June, 400 105mm HE and gas ehell-s fell on the Bois
des Clerembauts, while 1,200 HE and gas shells (77, 105, 150un) struck the
area of La cenae Femo, to the- let‘b of the wood. As of 6:00 a.ms on the 17th,
71 woundod, 42 ;usaed and 4 gassed and wou.nded had been coun‘l:edo]']':5
COntiauing the intomitterrb day and night bonbardment of 2nd Division
positions with gas and BE, 140 gas-filled 105s were fired into the Bois de la
Marette on thAe. night of 17 June, and Marigny was bombarded with gas at 7540
the rext morming. Between 1500 and 6:00 pom. on 18 June, 100 HE and gas 105s
fell in the Bois do:s Clerembauts, and between 6300 and 11:00 p.m., 180 HE and

114

gas-filled 773 end 1058 im the Bois de la Marette again. The Germsns re-

- ported captured American prisoners as saying there had been "considerable casu-

alties in the artillery located near Marigny," as well as among 2nd Division

horses. 115 A flurry.of reports that the Germans were again massing for an
112 -
2nd Bn, 110th Gren (Item 72-76, doc. 30, War Diaries 3).
113 - )
S0I 68, 16=17 Jun; Rpt of Opms, 17 Jun.
14 :
S80I 69, 70, 17=19 Jun.
115

Intel Bul 8, 28th Div, 26/27 Jun (Item 189, 5th Annex, War Diaries 2).
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attack on the Bolis de Belleau resulted in an order to the artillery to put
down heavy concentrations of HE on Givry at 7500 pomo on the 18th, and gea
on the Bois de ROGhﬂtBolle No further details ocour, nor word of the attack.

Only occasional rounds of gas shell came into the 2nd Division sectoﬁr
during the next several days. During the lull on 19 Juﬁe, the 1lst Battalionm,
30th Engineers (First Gas Regimant)_ arrived in the sector, Its ﬁttachment
to the division was spparently the result of Graut's letter of the 1l5th, when
meana of fetaliation_ were being sought for the recent gassings

I bave talen up matter of 2 qdmp_a,pi_ea_ of ges throwers with General
Burday (sic) end Chief of Staff, requesting that they ascertain from 21st
Corps whether French desire their use on this fronit. No decision from Corps
has bosa cormunioated to me, but Brown thinks they might be useful and I
recomzond they be sento.,n[llote added on the 16ths_/Have been waiting until
after 12500 to find out from Corps regarding use of gas throwers....no reply
yet received.ll? L

The Firsgt Gas Regiment tgck mo ;)ar*_t in the subsequent operations of the
division. As a 23rd Infanmtry report was to say of the Regiment some time
lator, *The gas and fleme service was omnipresent but had ne opportunity to
operata;"ns The Regiment itself said of its activities with the 2nd Division
and, later, the 26th Divisions

Working with thé 2nd and 26th American Divisions, recomnaisances ware
carried out by officers of Companies B and D on the sectors opposite Vaux, -
Bois do Bolleau, Belleau Village, Bouresches, and Torcy. Project reports for
gas operations were submitted for bombardment of suitable targets in these

sectors, end clearance was obtainsd for a projector operation with enp lace-
monts mear Vaux and targels in the Bois de Brulets and Bois de Rochets. Owing

116
Bpt, Opns of 2nd FA Brig (Records 9).

117

Ltr, Lt Col Grant, Opns Sec GS (at 2nd Div Hq) to Col Fox Comner, GHQ
AEF G-3, 15.Jun (2nd Div Box 30). -

118
Rpt of Opns, 1-7 Nov (Records 7).
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~ battalion but mo opportunity was found for their use.

to the receipt of orders for a gemeral attack, this operetion was cancelled
by Corpse.

And elsewheres

Targets for projector operations existed and projects plnnned but owing
to umssttled conditions amrd te the changing cormamd, clearances not obtairned
witil a few days before the attack (i.e., the 2nd battle of the Marne, on 18
July). Cancelled at last moment, due to orders for a general advance. :Gas
troops used as reserves and {ator on road work. After 1 July, used for smoke
and thermit on machine guns. ‘

0f a principal weapon of gas troops, the Stokes mortar, which by then -
had been converted to HE fire as well, a Marine report saids "a Stokes

n120

Mortar very useful against machine gun nests whem nest is lpcafedo A

second Marine account contradicted thiss "Stokes ﬁortars were carried by the
+ o o.nl2l

In the lull efter the 18th, enemy aerial activify increased and sniping,
machine gun fife, apd artilleri exchanges cqntinﬁed on both sides, with the |
principil.target of the divisiou the,Bois.de Beileau, its northern sector
still cemmanded by Gernan maohino gun nests. Several attempts made by the
Tth Inrantry, utlll attaohed to the Division, to take these nests on 20-21
June were beaten baok, but ether elements of the 7th Infantry made small
gains b;£uaen thé top of the wbods and the extreme loft of the Divisionrsec-
tor.122 On the night of 21 Junme, tho 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines returned to

the Bois de Belleau relieving one of the 7th Infnntry units, and the fight fer

119 .
M8 Hist of CWS AEF First Gas Regt, Pt. III, "The Chateau Thierry-Vesle
ggn, Jua 30 to 8ep 12," seo. 3, p. 1 (CMLHO). See also Fries and West pp. 95-

120 :
Bpt of Opas, 2rd Bm, 5th Mar, 2-16 Jun (Records 7).

121

Memo rpt to CG of inspection of 1lst Bn, 5th Mar, 19 Jun (Records 7).
These mortars, however, were used by the 23rd Infantry in its assault in thxo
See memo, CO 23rd- Inf for G-2 GHQ Agf, 2 Jul (2nd Div Box 62).

122 .
Jnl 0, 20 Juno
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123
the wood continued but without success. Although no gas attacks against
the 2nd Division were reported for 21-22 Juns, the Report of Operaf:lons cover-
ing those days sald that 80 gassed and wounded were evacuated on the 2lst, and

78 gassed and wounded were . evaouated on the 22nd, including & gas cases from

the 7th Infantry.

Attrition in the Gorman Forces

If, as a German interrogation report ‘said, "Marine Regiments of the
2nd Division were unable [to capture. the remainiiig pertion of Belleau Wood]
due to the frequently admitted high casualties they had suffered, nl24 fhe
enemy units now opposite the Znd Div1sion began te reporb for the first time
that they oo were suffering from depleted ranks (Map No. 6). |

A]_.way__s reluctant to admit to high battle casualties, and still more re-

luctant to record gas cases, the Germans had nevertheless been hurt at Chateau

Thierry. The high incidence of evacuations from their lines was first attri-,-

buted to a mysterious gas poisoning of their troops. From the “eymptoms of

R . ¢t
the discase," a German report of 6 June had said, " the suspicion prevails that

]

troops have i:een poisoned by the blue cross gas which was fired into Chateau-
Thierry. The symptoms were described as irritation of the mucous membrane of
mouth and throat cavity, difficulty of breathing, "stitches" in the chest,

stomach trouble, diarrhea (occasionally bloody), pains in je'ixrbs, headaches

and dizziness.%?d On the 13th it was reported that 6 officers and over 100
Jnl 0, 22 Juno.

2 - - | |
Inter Rpt 21 Jun (Item 166, 4th Annex, War Diaries 2).

125

Rpt CO0 3rd Bn, 442nd Inf, 23lst Div (Item 216, doc 73, War Dieries 4).
Total casualti®s 61 €his div From T Epr-3U Jun were fater reporﬁ‘ 6d a6 SL3 kill

1609 wounded, 1786 sick, 147 mlssin§ No gas casualties were reported (Rpt of
. 23lst Div Surgeon, doo 71 War Diaries 4).
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men of the 460th Infantry had fallen sick on 11 and 12 June, seemingly from

aftereffects of gas received on 9 June. Combat power of the regiment, as a
result, had been reduced "to the lowest.,“l26

As Goneral Naulin requested the new French yperite for the 2nd Division
on 15 June, it had already been fired by other French arf.illery units facing

4 - the 7th Army, as an Army order of the 15th indicatess "The French are, as a

new developmeut,‘ using a gas which is somewhat strong_ez-' and has an appreci-

able mor; persiétent effecf than that hifherto usédooooThe gas is hardly
noticeable at the begimming .of a bombafdmént 3 the troops will therefore
- easily be surprised and...must...be warned to count oﬁ gas in every artillery
bmnb'eau‘,dmo;n‘t:«"'lz7 Gas protectién and gas discipline, the Army order wenf on,
must honcefoi‘th assume the highest 1mportanc;eo- A brigade order on the same
dat éh fépéa‘rséé the varm.ngs *1 am again calling attention to the fact that
lately the enemy has been usi.ng a new type of gas.o..oIt is impossible now to

remain in gassed areas _for extended pei‘iods without the gas mask as was the

practice heretofore without risking one's life."!28

126
‘ 460 Inf (237th Div) to 244th Inf Brig (Item 198, doc 82, War Diaries 4).

Ernst Otto, p._27, reports the combat strength of the 237th Div (minus macHine
gun and morl:ar crews) as followss :

460th Inf 21 officers 575 men
461st Inf 12 officers 429 men
462nd Inf 14 officers 478 men

g:atlday 58 NCOs and 150 men were taken from the divisional trains and put in
e linse,

127

Ttem 179, 179th Inf Brig, War Diaries 3.

128 :
55th Inf Brig (Item 178, 40th Fus Regt, War Diaries 2).
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Begiming on 19 June, gas and gas sickness reports began to accumulate.
The greatest number of casualties were, of course, among the elemsnts ¢f the

26th Division which had for so long been fighting for the Bois de Belleau. A:

a 4Cth Fusilior battalion commander saids "All men are over-exhausted as.a

result of the long periods they have been in th; lines and greatlj demoralized
due to the recent combats at the village of Bouresches gnd the Bois de Bellesau
Cases of men gassed increase dgily.o"lzg Since the 16th, said the‘ 40th Fusil-
iers, almost a hundred in one battalion had fallen sick of the grippe-liké
poison illness and more were succumbing, "explained by the low resistance
powers of the men, who were exhausted Sy éhe offensive and above all, by the
recent fatiguing position warfare, as well as by the effect of enemy combat

gassoao'lso Another 28th Division unit, the 110th Grenadiers, reported that

TN

[Xv Py

between 13-22 June it had evacuated 127 men wounded and 47 ges cases.
As the firét‘eiemgntp of its reliefjappeared, fhe German 26th, once a
crack cutfit repérteds "Due to continuous sheliingeoothe nerve strength of
the troops steadily depléﬁadooo.ln my opinion IJdespair whether the division :
in its present condition is qap§b19 of repelling a strong hostile éttacko“ It

had lost most of its best officers and NCOs and was short its norﬁal stréﬁgthé;

129 - )
Srd Ba to 40th Fus, 19 Jun (Item 216, 40th Fus, War Diaries 2)o
130 | o |
War Diary of 1lst Bn, 40th Fus, 20 Jun (War Diaries 3).
131 ‘ o

Med rpt, Regtl Surg, 110th Gren (Item 1, 55th Inf Brig, War Diaries 2)
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by 202 officers, 2,938 men?, and 306 (92%) horsesom2 i week later, with its
relief cancelled and most of its elements back in the line, the 28th reporteds
"The severe losses and the many cases of sickness of the past few weeks have
further diminished the cambat value of the Division." Replacements ﬁre
meager, for it was still short 194 officers, 2249 mefx,' and 280 horses, and

was bedly in need of four weeks' rest.ioo

A report on the combat effesctive-
ness of the 28th on 4 July declareds "Casualties since 27 May amount to more
than 3,000 men." It was still short 207 officers, and now required no less

than’ six weeks for rest and re,o,rgami.zns.ti.ono]‘34 The 28th Division had been

badly mauled by the 2nd American, but it could not be pern'iitted to leave the

line.

On 21 June, Corps Cozrha was relieved as a command unit and Corps Schoeler

(VIIth Army Corps) assumed directioﬁ of its foroces, comprising the 5th Guard,

the 87th and 201lst Infantry Divisions, with the newly arrived 4th Ersatz

Division and the battered 28th in temporary reserve. Corps Schoeler explained

why Corps Conta had failed in its mission to reach its defensive objectivess

52
COmbat Value of the Divisions, 28th Div, 20 Jun (Item 236, 4th Annex,

War Diaries 2).. In addition to gaskranke, .there undoubtedly was an epidemic .
of grippe in the German Armies in the summer of 1918. General Walter
Reinhardt, CofS, T7th Army, later said that "on 7 July, each and every division
of the entire Germen Seventh E‘fl counted not less than from 300 to 2000 men
stricken with grippe in hospitals.® (As They Saw Us, ed. G. S. Viereck, NY:s
Doubleday, Doran, 1929, pp. 98-99). 4

133
Ibid., 27 Jun (Item 163, 5th Annex, War Diaries 2).

Ibido, 4 Jul (Item 222, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2).
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"The high casualties of the last battles appear in part to be due to the fact
that our infantry continues to mass too thickly at the front and has not
sufficient diqtribution in depthoo».The-important thing is economization of

our forces."°® That seme day, 29 June, Corps Schosler issued its new plan
{ -

of Defense in depfh.136 It was to prove timely.

The Gas Attack of June 23-24 and the Capture of Belleau Wood

Returning now to the battle-weary 2nd Division side of the 1liua, In-

telligence reported late in the month that the German order of battle from

Torcy to Vaux comprised the 5th Guard Division, the 87th Division, end the

201st Division, the 402nd Regiment. of the latter opposite Vaux, its 401st

Regiment opposite Hill 204, and its 403rd Regiment at Chateau Thierry, just
' 137

outside the 2nd Division seotor. - The 28th was then on its way bﬁck to the

slot between the 87th and 20lst.

Almost continuously on 22-23 June, German troops were seen moving in
large foraes north ahd northeast of Belleau and infiltrating into the wood
from the Belléau-Bouresches roads (A German deserter to the French 1in9; on
the right said on 25 June that a lafge-scale assault with a shock division

had been.plannad for that day but was called 'offa)l58 To break up these

135

Corps Hq to Div Comds, 5th Guard, 87th Inf, 28th Inf, 20lst Inf, 4th
Ersatz vas, 29 Jun (Item zld‘Tﬁﬁr“‘“BxT'ir"bxaries 2). _

136

Hq 8th Army Corps, 29 Jun (Items 1-2, 362nd Inf, 4th Er Div, War
Diaries 3)0 o . -

137 _
S0I 77, 25-26 Jun.
138
F4 fr 2nd Bureau, 10th CAC, 3 p.mo., 25 Jun.
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forces and prepare for another attackDVan.Division artillery put down a
steady fire on the top of the wood and the enemy’s back area. With this pre-

paration, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines launched a strong attack againsgt the

northern part of Bellegn Wood at 7:00_pomo on the 23rd. The attaok was in—
decisive. As the battalion ocmm;ndor saids "The eneny seems to have unlimited
. alternate gun positions and;many guns. Each éun poéition covered by others.
. I know o? no_oth;r way of attacking these positions with chance of duccqss
than the one akteﬁpted (1.00, rushing the nests by combat groups) and am of
the opinion that infantry alone cannot dislodge the enemy guns n139
Again, the-retaliation for the attack was swift. Just before midnight
on 23 June, German 77 end 105mm battgries began to pour gas and HE into the
aouthern part of the Bois de Belleau and around Lucy. In the hour after mid-
night, B-J;belln; Just east of the Bois des CIQrémbauts; on the 9th Infantry
front, wn; hit.'ifh 40 77mm yperite-shells;‘and 600 105mm yperite shells
fell in the Bois itself, forcing evacuation of the troops there. Between
3:00 and 4:00 8o, almost 1, 000 86mm yperite shells fell among 23rd Infantry

140

and 5th MG Baxtalion troops at La Cense Ferme, woest of Clerembautso_ A

Germen report conrirmsd the gas bombardments "Destructive fire on Lucy le

" T39 o
B CO 3rd Bn, Sth Mar to €O 5th Mar, 24 Jun (Records 7).

140 ‘ ‘

8§0I 75, 23~24 Jun; Bpt Opns, 24 Jun; Rpt on Gas Attack, ser. 18, re-
ports $000 77mm, 105mm, end 156mm mustard shells in the initial bombardment
around midnight against the 5th Marine, 9th and 23rd Infantry sectors, caus-
ing 414 ocasualties. To this Spencer (pp. 128, 133-135) adds 1800-2000 mustard
shells in the midnight bombardment and during the hour’s follow~up fire at
4500 aom., causing 185 gas casualties in the 23rd Inf, 43 in the 5th MG Bn, and
164 in the Sth Inf. This apparent duplication of reports appears again on p.
136 when he reports another 3000 mustard gas rounds at midnight, 25 June, re-
sulting in 380 casualties in the 9th and 23rd Inf.

Hanslian {ppo 102-104) quotes the arty order for the gas shoots and re-
ports a total of 4100 yellow cross shells in the atk on the morning of the
24th,
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Boce;.geo From 12330 a.m. poison gas shelling with yellow cross shells on the
wooas of Clerembauts, Triangle, le Thiolet, la Cense, and Viv‘ray Farw., :This
wa.s foll&wed by systematioc gassingo"l‘n The systematic follow-up gassing
continued until well over: 4,000 mustard gas shells had been fired by the.

light and heavy artillery of the 28th Division.

The seriousness of the gas bombardment was not at first recognized.
At 11330 aocmo on the 24th, a company commander of the 23rd 'Infantry said of
his gas casess ®Casualties wereo..mens>..observed without masks just after
the sacond gas attack this morning; they are t-herefore marked not in line
of dutyo"Mz Not until a report of at least a hundred gas cases was made on
the ai‘tefnqon of the 24th was the serious né.ture' of the attacx known. A%
7540 poms that evening, 162 cases had been reported and Col. Malone sent the
following message to Brig. Gen. Lewis at Domptins |
Troops were moved to avoid.the effeéts of gas and masks were worn in
some cases for B hours and on the average for ebout 4 hours. DPue to the
shortage of officers with the troops masks were in some cases prematurely
removed especially by the troops recemtly arrived. Mustard only appeared to
have beon used. The forward line is now lightly held and the troops gke as '
nmuch disposed as safety will permit. Urgently request re_placemen‘i;s..]'4
A ﬁessaga from a machine gun compeny of the 23rd Infantry saids "After the

gas attacks last night and this mox"ning I have not enough men to man my- guns
| n144

and hold the positions.

141 , :
Daily rpt, 23/24 Jun, 28th Div (Item 26, 4th Annex, War Diaries 1).
- 142 o ' o
FM E-2 to CO 23rd Inf (23rd Inf, Records, 5).
143 : '
Fif CO 23rd Inf to €G 3rd Brig.
144

Daily Rec of Events, CO MG Co 23rd Inf to CO 23rd Inf & Co 5th MG Bn,
24 Jun (Records 7). '
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The Réport of Operations on the 24th listed 104 wounded and gassed from
the 9th and 23rd Infantry and 13 from the 7%h Infantry. The Journal of Opera-
tions iater that day ocorrected the figures to 152 gas casualties in the Sth -

. Infentry, 162 in the 23rd, and 25 in the 6th MG Battalion. The 6th MG Gas
Qfﬁoer subsequently reportedil officer and 42 men gassed as a result of
- taking their rvmgks off after four hours; then sleeping in the gassed area.

: ~ On-the 25th, the Journal of Ojerat;ioz.m counted 68 wounded and 417

gassed in the 24~hour period ending 63500 #omo on the 25th. All gas cases
had been removed to the dresaing station at Bezu le Guery, five kilometers
back of the front line, and then evacuated to the Division Gas Hospital at

Luzancy, eight kilometers beyond Bezu.

. The Medical Director of the Gas Service, reporting on the attack, said

that many of the casualties had resulted from individual carelessness and

poor company gas disoiplineo There was some extenuation, perheps, in the
fact that all the trwps were tired after three weeks of combat. A particu-
lar haza.rd in many of the cases, he said;, was the poor protection provided
by cqmpemy dugouts, which in some instances had been little more than gas

< tre.ps.us hﬂher report aa.id the discipline of repla.cemenbs had been poor
for they. had remained in the gassed area, showing ignorance of the persist-
ency of nmstard. But most cases had resulted when after three hours gas

maeks had been removed too soon, 146

145
Lt Gol He Lo Gilchrist to C Gas Serv, 1 Jul, Rpt on Second Serious Gas
Attaok in an Div (GAF-ZS). '

148 :
Rpt on Gas Attack, ser. 18, 9th Inf, 24 Jun (GAF=-2A).
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The 2nd Division would have been interested in a Corps Schosler order

at that time which urged "ecomony of blue and green cross ammunition; the_ use
of yellow oross only for defense against enemy attacks is left to the commaon-
der's d.'n.sm'eivzion."]'47 On the day following the gas ,st?ike, enem& troop move-
ment continued and his haraﬁsing fire increased dn the back areas, but gas
shell emounted only to 40 rounds on Lucy le Bocage, possiblly- in enswer to re-
talliatory gassing by.2nd Divislon artillery on the early morning of the 25th.
German repdrhs of this gassing salds Bois de Borne Agron severaly gassed to-
day. 1Troocpa had to wear gas masks from 3515-4530 a.m. Gas white as mist;
apparently ohlorine gas. Gas without effect.f'us

La‘tfe in the afternoon of the 25th, after an artillery preparation of '

almost 14 hours on an enemy strongpoint southeast of Torcy and ca the top of

i il

the Bois ‘de Belleau, the 3rd Battalion, b6th Marines returned to the attack on
the wood. In the fight that i‘ollowad, the Bois was cleared at last, with the
capture of 7 German officers, 302 men, and 19 machine guns. It vas this final
desperate assault 611 the Bois de Belleau that shattered German hopes of re-
gaining it ar.nirnov.i.ng southward again. Their two counterattacks on the ﬁght
of 26-28 June, preceded by intense bombardmonts of the wood with HE, ver'é re-
pulsed, and on the 26th the Marines continued to ;.dvance in the area between

Torcy and the top of the Bois, pushing the line forward 550 yards and improving

47 -
In War Diary, 28th Div, 22 Jun (Wer Diaries 2).
148 ‘ .

S0I' 76, 24=-25 Jun; “400 rounds of #17 (?) Mustard gas upon an active
oneny battery” (2nd Ind, CO 12th FA to CO 2nd FA Brig, 29 Jan 19 /WD Hist
Box 300, 53.6_7). o -
Combat kpt, 2nd Bn, 110th Gren (War Diaries 3); Evening Rpt, 55th Inf
Brig, 25 Jun (Item 123, Souh Inf Brig, War Diaries 1 ). -
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the positit_m; with little bppositioﬁ {see Map No. 7)o The Marine casualties
in this decisive action were reported as 160 m°n°149

After light gassing by the ensmy of the Bois de Belleau earlier on the
night of the 26th, between 8530 and 1130 peme over 800 mustard-filled 77s
fell on the Bu Gobert, north ef Maison Blanche. Between 10520 and 11510 pom.,
the erea of faria Ferme was also bombarded with gas, in an effort to neutral-
ize fhe batteries thoréo Although -a Marine battalion was forc;d to march
through 600 yerds of recently mustardized terrain, the troops, it was re-
ported, wore 'l;hqir masks and escape_d casualties. dther unidentified troops
in the e.rea- did not, for caaﬁalties that day were recorded as 42 ﬁuﬁed and
12 gassed.l,:o ‘

Up to 1 J uly, the 2nd Division had advanced its fromt a.t's.ome points
: _ ilcﬁsta'fs and had taken .fncr—é than 2,000 priscunsrs and mors
than 20 mach!_l.no éuns, minemverfers, and automatic riflosol 1 But it had been

paid for.

. The Taking of Vaux

With the final capture o'_'f the Bois de Belleau on 25 June, plans long |
urged by .the_ Prench Higher Command were set in motion. The 2nd Division was

to capture Vaux as soon as possible, while the 153rd French Infantry on the

149
£01 77, 78, 26~27 Jun; Jnl 0, 25-26 Jun; FM fr Div Surg, 9 a.m., 26 Jun.

180

e()I 78, 26-27 Jun. Hp‘b of Gas M:ta.ck, ser. 19 29 Jun; Jnl O, 27 Jun.
Hanslien, pp. 105-106, reports 1000 yellow cross rounds fired by 87th Div
e.rt;y, but omits casualties, as does Spencer, I. 138.

151 ‘
Rpt, Opns of 2nd FA Brig (Records 9).
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right of the division was to attack H;ll 204 and Qhateau Thierry itself.

In prepb.ration for the assault on Vaux, scheduled for 1 July, ambush and
reconﬁaiumoo patrols went out from all units of the 2nd Division, end de-
structive e.nd‘ harassing fires from the batteries were steppéd upo An Informa-

tion Bulletin issued on 29 June desofj.bed in detail the village of Vaux and

its 82 houses built of flint’ stone. A battalion of the 402nd Regiment, 20lst
Division was said to ocoupy the area around Vaux, with two battalions in
reserve, while a singie oompa.nj of 137 men, of which 90 were combat troops,
occupied the village itself. Both roads 1ﬁto Vaux were said to be held with
doomp}e@ of tank traps and strong barrioﬁdes, ._and nine' machine gun sites had
been ‘localted I:,z and on the perimeter of Vaux. Elements of trenches and num- -
ﬁers of ﬁaohiﬁe gun and rifle ‘pits were known to be along the road east of
Veux, and the woode& areas ﬁo' the north were fully fortified and manned, with.
at least ﬁw batteries of 778,152 N ' |
As 2nd Division patrol activity was stepped up on 29-30 June, enemy ‘ar-
tiliory fire éreatly increased and was answered with harassing and counter-

bettery fire. The attack troops of the 23rd and 9th Infantry moved into

position on the night of 30 June and waited in concealment, "but without ade-.

quate protection, for 15 houx;sv under a heavy bombardment before beginning the
abtack. In spité of these difficulties, the attack moved with mechaniocal per-

fection, frithAno fault of liaison, and was carried to its conclusion with com-
153 .
t

plete success.

182 - '
‘Info Bul preceding SOI 80.
153 A ' ;

SOI 81, 29-30 Jun; memo CO 23rd Inf for G-2 GHQ AEF, 2 Jul, subs Opns
of 23rd Inf, Jul 1, 1918 (2nd Div Box 62, 33.6 Rpt of Opns).
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At 5300 pome. on 30 June, the artillery preparation for the attack on
Vaux began with the bombardment of Hill 204 and the village itself. At the
sams hour on 1 July the enemy counter-offensive preparation answered, with

a torrent of fire on the vieinity of Monneaux and Hill 204. Soon after, the

area south of the Bois de Belleau and then the front lines in the vicinity of

Bouresches and the Bois des Clerembauts were swept with shell. It was by far

the greatest concentration of fire of the ocampaign, as an estimated 21,500
shells from German 77s, 1058, and 150s poufed into the area before Vaux. In
the counter-offensive preparation, the enemy "gassed all wooded areas near
the fronmt,"™ including 500 rounds of mustard gés'and phosgene in and around
Vaux0154% Ovpr 33,000 rounds of HE and gas fell on that corner alone of the
2nd Diviéion gector. | '

After the divisional artillefy prepafation of 500 rounds per hour for
mére than twelve hours, including a three-hour gas shelling fro; four batteries
of the 15th F.A. on the woods ﬁortheast of Vaux,155 at 6:00 pomo on 1 July a
battalion e;éh from the 23rd and Bth Infantry attacked the line Vaux-Bois de
la Roches fneﬁy forces emerging from the houses in the utterly demolished
village put up little defense before fleeing into the nearby ﬁoia des Rochets.
Tﬁe cloes fighting was of short duration, and éonsolidation of the position

began an hour and & half after the assault. Six German officers and 434 men,

1ed - - _ |
SOI 82, 83, 30 Jun-2 Juls

Bp%, Opns of 2nd FA Brig. A postwar rpt by the 15th FA said it fired

€0CO 7&xm yporite shells between 1500-5:00 pomo on 1 Jul (Ind on ltr OC Arty -
Eo cG 2nd)FA Brig, 13 Jan 19, subs Info requested by CWS AEF. WD Hist Box
(—00, 3306 ° B . R ’ -

Nooa rpt, 2 Jul, 20lst Div shows 19 gas casualties on 1-2 Jul in 402nd
Inf (Item 264, 28th Div, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2). ' —
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most of them routed from the cellars of the leveled houses, were taken prisoner,
along with six heavy and eighteen light machine guns. °° In contrast, the
French attack on Hill 204, to the right, failed.

“Our losses were very light" in the Vaux actlon, said division reports,
with one officer and 45 men killed, 6 officers and 264 men wounded, and one
officer and 11 men misuing.157 There was no mention of gas casualties. A
heavy machine gun barrage and artillery fire, including approximatély 500
phosgene sheils in the ravine from Vaux to Monneaux, preceded an ensmy
counterattack on Vaux at 4:15 s.m. on 2 July, but both ‘the barrage end at-
tack were reportéd ineffectual by the division, the Germans lbaing en addi-
tional officer and 140 men aQ prisoners. 158 Nevertheless, casualti.es for the
24-hour poriod ending 63500 a.mo on 2 July reported as 121 men wounded 37 men
gassed and 2 officers wounded a.nn ga.s_sea, 159 .

Over in the Marine sector during this counterattack, a German report
said, there was “brisk rifle and machine 'gun fire on our posts [at 4:15

aomo] Patrols n;:ticed enemy activity at the north edge of Belleau Wood;

158 _

Jdnl 0, 1 Jul.
157 ' :

SOI 83, 1-2 Jul; Rpt of Opns, 2 Jul,
158

The German rpt on this gassing in support of the 20lst Div. saids "From
3300 a.ms on blue cross dronching floating-gas bombardments on Marette Wood.
At dawm barrege and destructive fire waves. Today harassing fire on the la
Marette, Clerembauts, and la Croisette Woods." (Daily Rpt for 1/2 Jul, 28th
Div, Item 281, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2). Hanslian, p. 107, reports 3350
blue cross shells fired by the §8th and 20lst Divs imto the Bois de la Harette
and Monneaux valley beginning 2530 aem., 2 July, and 1130 yellow cross and
1200 blue and green cross rounds into those areas et noon 4 Jul -~ but cannot
Justify Spencer's data, pp. 139-143, showing 8000 gas shells on 1,2,3 July,
producing 177 casualties. 2nd Div records agree with nexthero .

159

/

SOI 84, 2-3 Jul.
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fallen trees and other obstacles placed ovposite the right wing of our sector.

Our ertillery laid harassing fire all night on Belleau Wood and rear areas.

Eneny artillery shelled our batteries with gas and harassing fire (see Map

Fo. 6) o 160

"Towards 10:00 pome" on 2 July a French artillery unit seems to have
fired "about 30 gas shells medium caliber on the ravine south _of_'Bonneo‘-'le_l
Shortly after 11:00 bomo, the eneny artiller&.retaliated for Vaux and Bonne
with almost 5,000 mixed HE and ga.ﬁ shells along the new zﬁd Division front,
other gas on the Bois de la Marette and CIerembauts; and on other sensitive
points as far west ;s La Cense Fbrme and Trlangle Ferme. Tﬁe Germans re-
porteds "From 12;00 to 2:00 QoMo yellow cross drenchmg bombardments were

carried out on Bois des Clerembauts, Thiolet, and the adjoining famso"mz

| With the first gas sheils, Malons of the 23rd Infantry caiied nis
companiess'g“Keep masks on all night if necessﬁry, dispose your trdops to

_avoid results. Be careful of repetition of attack later in the mormngo

“Get diainfbcting squada on the job at day break (FM to E-1, 11:45 pom.; 2

Jul, Reeords-s) n All through the night of 2-3 July, the German batteries
continued their 1ntense fire, throwing almost 12, 000 rounds of BE, in ad-
dition to the gas, into the ‘divisional sector, with the heaviest fire along

the new front. At 63 00 a.mo, 3 July, 294 men were reported wounded«163

160 '
87th Div WD 2 Jul (87th Div-Sub UhitsJWD&A 14 Jun-30 Jul, po 128

[/ Germen FiTes Box 204 /).

161 ' o
Tele comm, 87th Inf Div to 28th Div (Item 269, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2).

162 :

SOI 84, 2-3 Jul; Morning Rpt, 28th Div, 3 Jul (Item 271, 6th Annex).
Hanslian, pp. 109-110, reports a ges bombardment of 4150 yellow cross shells by
28th Div arty beginning at midnight, 2-3 Jul, and cites the arty order for this

shelling of c16rembauts and le Thiolet.

163 Jnl O, 2-3 Jul. Spenoer, I. 141, reporting 2500 mustard gas shells from

11500 p.mo-isOO acmo, 2=5 Jul, says 41" men were gassedo \
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~ On the morning of 3 July, enemy artillery fire slackened, only to resume
later in the day. Beginning at 11345 that nizht all wooded areas on the ex-
treme right of the line were gassed, with more than 1,500 rounds of yperite
and phosgene 77s and 1056s on the Bois de la Maretﬁe, 20 rounds of yperite on
the Bois de la Roche, 30 rounds of yperite on the Bois des Clerembauts, and

200 mixed HE, shrapnel, and yperite on Bourbelin. Casualties reported for

- the period ending 6500 a.m. on 4 July were 2 officers and 30 men wounded,:

164
86 men gassed.

VOn 4 July; the long-awaited relief of the 2nd Division commenced, as
elements of the 52nd Brigade, 26th Division, came in to replace'the.shatﬁerqd |
4th Brigade. Further relief was postponed the next day when information was
received that a large-scale German attack was about to be made somewhere in

10

the area between Reims and Chateau Thierry.*ua ‘That seme day, the 5th, 2nd

Division Intelligence reported a neﬁ German order of battle opposite the

division. The 4th Brsatz Division was now between Bussiares and Belleau,

- relieving a part of the 87€h,.thg 87th was between Belleau and Bouresches,

the 28th betwesen Bouresches and Vaux, and the 20lst encircling Vauxolss (This ;

gecne pﬁrtiully contradicted by Map No. B).

64 —
SOI 85, 3-4 Jul; Jnl O, 4 Jul.
165 '
Jnl Q, 4 Jul; Wer Diary, 5 Jul.
166 '

SO0I 86, 4-5 Jul.
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Artillery fire returned to normal over the week that followed as the 2nd
Di?ision showed no disposition to be dislodged from V;ux, but gas shells con-
tinued to fall on the wooded areas in the division sector, 350 yperite-filled
77s and 105s hitting the Bois de la Marette between 1145 and 3500 a.m. on the
night of 4-5 July, and almost 200 HE gas shells falling just east of Tuilerie
dé Trianéle. Casualties at 6500 a.m. 6ﬁ the 5th were reported as 1 officer and
31 men wounded, 1189 gussed.167 On 5 July, preceded by & rear area bombardnent
and a surprise gas attack on German forces at le Buisson, the French returned
to the assault on Hill 204, which they had failed to take the day Vaux was

captured. Again they were repulsed.168

In the reprisal shelling of the sector during the day of the 5th, HE
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men gassed.l

69 Further reprisal for the French gas came between 7330 p.ﬁ.
and midnight on 6 July'-hen.nonnea#x and the vicinity of Bourbelin were bom-
barded with over 400 blue cross shells, and 75 gas shells hit the Bois de la
Marette. The next morning 38 men were reported wounded and 2 officers and
19 men gaésédol7o On the night of 7 July, approximately 650 gas shelis,

mixed with HE and shrapnel, were fired into the Bois de la Marette, with

Te7 :
- S0I 86, 4-5 dJul; Jnl 0, 5 Jul., Spencer, I, 143, reports 88 casualties
es a result of mustard gas shelling on the early morning of the 5th.

168

War Diary of 20lst Inf Div, 6 Jul (War Diaries 3).

169 ' :
Jnl 0, 6 Jul. Cf. Tel message, Corps Schoeler to 28th Div, 11350 pom.,

6 Jul (Ttem 145-46, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2): "Bols de la Roche NW of Vaux
and the village of Vaux were subjected to harassing fire and blue cross gas
bombardments."

170
SOI 88, 6=7 Jul; Jnl O, 7 Jul; Div Order, 20lst Inf Div, 5 Jul (War
Diaries 3).
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scattered gas shells falling in the Bois de Belleau. Casualties were reported
the noxt morning tlo be 18 wounded, one officer and 7 men gassed.17l |
The relief of the 2nd Division was resumed on 7 July as rumors of th§
new Gorman asa@ult failed to materialize. On the night of 8-9 July, t‘;he last
elemants of the division cleared the line, reasssﬁbling between Montreuil-
aux-Lions and Bezu le Guery, ten kil'ometors back of the front. AAt the same
time division headgquarters was moved from Genevrols Farm down to Champ:i.gl.qyil;?2
Although the 2nd Division had gained no more than a kilomoter or two
of torrai'n in its month of fighting, it had done more than its share to brake
the Third German Drive, and it had forced the enemy from the offensive to the

defensive, from open warfare to trench ‘warfare, just when he thought he had

achieved maneuverability again.

171 |
SOI 89, 7-8 Jul; Jnl O, 8 Jul.

172
Jnl 0, 9 Jul.
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ANALYSIS

German Artillery Fire

Beginning on 5-6 June, the Summaries of Intelligence give, with a few
exceptions, fhe estimated mumber of enemy HE shells (all caiibers) falling
on the left of the divisional sector, the estimated number falling on the
right of thé gsector; and, only incidentally and with many lapses, the esti-
mated total of gas shells falling in the entire sectérn

As of 7-8 July, the number of recorded HE shell falling in the left
sector sinoe 6§ June totals 65, 675, and on the right, 120,sto The grand
tptal of HE shell fired at the 2nd Division therefore comes to 185,?600
The grand total or recorded gas shéil fired at the Division is roPortod as
13,540 or 6% of the total artillery shell.l”? ‘

The ges shell figure must be considered minimal in view of omissions
in divisional data. Despite a German Corps Order of 22 June urging "econ-
omy of blue and groon-croas ammunition; the use of yellow cross only'for
dofense..." (narrative, p. 54), the 2nd Division was aware of no économy.

At the beginﬁing of the Third German Drive on 27 May (the Aisne offensive),
the Gormans geem to have had lgrgo supplies of gas shell, for a captured
order of the 7%h Army dated 8 May says that in couhterbatteryAand long.rango
bombardmsnt,-the ratio of shell was to be blue cross 70%, green cross 10%,

HE 20#. In the bombardment of enemy positions, the ratio in creeping

Thess are hasty oalculations. The figures given in German accounts of
gas sholling and cited in the narrative have not been collated with the SOOI
figureso Mo offort has been made to distinguish between kinds of gas, al-
though the weight of yellow cross was by far the greatest.
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barrages would be blue oross 30%, green cross 10¥, HE 60%, and in box bar-
174
rages the ratio would be blue crbss 60X, green cross 10%, HE 30%. Un-

aoooun-tably, there ia no mention in this order of yellow cross gas.
The French and Americans west 91‘ Chateau Tk}ierry at no time experienced
anything like the weights of gas fired in earlier bombardments egainst the
Allies; In three successivé nights, 11=14 March 1918, the British et Ceubrai,
for example, were overwhelmed by almost 150,000 yellow cross shellso But the
amoﬁxrt of gas in the American seotor secmed impressive to the forces there.
In a report, "Epemy Gas Operations for the Month of June 1918," Cept. B. C.

Goss, Eng., CGO lst Army Corps, 9 July, he saids

: The month of June has shown considerable increase -in the use of chemi-
cal shell by the enemy, it being estimated that approximately 50,000 gas
gholls were fired on the sgectors held by the First Corps units. - No projoctor
attacks wdre made, and no chemical grenades were roported. Yellow cross 1
shells, containing dichlorethylarsine and dichlormethyl ethor were used for
the first time on our troops on June 3rd in the Bois de Belleau. The cnly
othor new feature of interest was the increased use of larger caliber and
lorger range projoctiles containing ges, i.®., considerable nwibers of 150 and
210zm shells filled with Yellow cross liquid and s few containing phonyl car-
byleaine chloride. The chemicals used were chiefly yellow oross (dichlorethyl-
sulphide), blue oross (diphenylchlorarsine) and green cross 1 (diphosgone and

chlorpiorin) .17

174

Quoted in Victor Lefebure, Riddle of the Rhine (London, 19;2}1]:2, o 733
"There is evidonce that the mpgiy?i’“é‘?ﬁh‘é‘l’l’s““fmor s Conta il&ory was
malntained during the advance from the Chemin des Dar@s. ™ The 26th Div Grder
1321, issucd on O June, for the planned attack on the 7th {Itel 22I<ZZ, lst
Annox,. War Diaries 2), said that all artillery from X to X plus 10 would en-
gege hoBtile batteries and battle positions with blue cross; X plus 10 to X
plus 30 all guns would prepare for the assault with HE, with blue cross added
for the first ten minutes to force the enemy into masks; and from X plus 30
to X plus 60 all light and heavy howitzers would provide a rolling barrage of
HE in rounds of 300 meters at tén-minute intervals. Interdictory fire with
yollow oross was apparently not considered for this attack.

175
WD Hist-CWS-Box 300 (33.6) and GAF (fol lst C, lst A). The gas atk of

3 June xptd in the letter does not agree with earlier reports (see narrative,
Peo 22) ° ’
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ced

Since the U. S. divisions of the First Corps in combat that month included
the lst, 2nd, 26th, and 42nd Divisiona, and the estimated number of gas shells
fired at theﬁ, according to this report, was 50,000, perhaps the above total
of 13,640 sﬁella in the 2nd Division sector is not grossly inaccurate.

One statistic for the period between 4 June and 8 July seems incontro-

176 The

vertibles 1in those 35 days there were only four days free of gas.
daily necessity for wearing the gas mask, sometimes for prolonged periods at
a time, unguestionably contributed to the progressive exhaustion of the 2nd

Division.

The Casualties of the 2nd Division

The "Record of Casualties" compiled by the 2nd Division Statistical

177 glving detailed figures for the seven campaigns of the division,

Section,
indicates that over 78% of the total gasicasﬁalties suffered during the war
occurred in the single month near Chateau Thierry and more than 32% of the

total casualties that month were caused by gass

176 )
80X, 5 Jun=-8 Jul; 1ltr, Capt Charles H. Gorrill, Eng., CGO 3rd AC to
CGO'§rd A, B Feb 19, subs BRpt on Gas Attacks (GAF-28 and WD Hist-CWS-Box 300

3306) . . .

177
Records 6. Much of the data appears also in ltr CG 2nd Div to ACS G=3°

@#Q AE?,)EO Doo 18, subs Opns info re 2nd Div (2nd Div Box 5, 1ll.4, and Box
29, 33.6).
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Total casualties Gas oasualties

Officers Ken Officoers Men

verdun-.-nocooono-aoooo‘ooo 12 826 4 519

Chatean Thierryesscecececs.. 217 9580 41 3111

50188008 eccsccsccsccncscsns 154 5780 186 191

sto Hihiel..........‘,...... 43 1590 - 23

:g chmpagneo.plonuoooooonoooo 209 4766 12 212
; Argonna--..-..............- 97 3202 3 85
37 4 Marbach.ogoo.ooon'oooocoooo 1 46 - -
‘ 735 23699 * 76 3947

- “Thooe total casualties may be compared with the figures in the Arm— Almanac
(1950), p. 666, showing 11,746 Army end 11,348 Marine KIA and WIA, for a
total of 23,094. Leonard P. Ayres, The War with Gormanys A Statistical
Summary (GPO, 1919), shows KIA 4419, WIA 20,657, for a total of 25,076,

SRipley Thomas, History of the AEF (Eew York, 1920), p. 453, shows KIA 4742
WIA 27,872, for a tota% of 25,989 (sic).

The Statistical Section breakdawn of casualties at Chateaa Thierry

showss

Severely Slightly
Killed Missing weun‘ed wounded Gassed Total

3rd Brig 17 287,

: 1 107 15 400 12 996 23 1394 68 3184
: 4th Brig 25 731 1 93 37 890 47 2004 16 1355 126 5073
2nd FABrig -~ 3 = 18 2 51 2 16 - - 4 121
2nd Eng 6 130 - 54 1 119° 7 377 2 273 16 953
4th MG B - 9 -~ 2 - 7 1 20 - - 1 38

Others - 198 - 12 - 186 2 5 - 89 2 191
48 1212 2 286 55 1483 1 3468 41 31117 217 9560

#*%0n 11 Jun, the 16th Field Hosp joined the 15th Field Hosp at Luzancy to teke
care of 2nd Div gassed and sick. From 1l Jun-8 Jul, Luzancy treated 2358
gassed, 22 wounded, 45 shell concussion, 52 inJured, 840 sick - a total of
8317. Of these, 600 were returned to duty without further evacuation. (Ltr
CG 2nd 8an Tr to CG 2nd Div, 24 Feb 19, subs Rpt of Opns, Med Dept, May 31
to July 10, 1918, 1In Med Dopt {2na Div) Box 3411 fol 13,)




This gas casualty total of 3,152 in the 2nd Division while at Chateau
Thierry is challenged by a number of reports. The Monthly Gas Casualty Re-
port, 2nd Division, for month enﬁing 30 June, shows a total of 1,993 gas
casualties, to which approximately 300 should be added for 1-8 Julyo178 The
Monthly Gas Casualty Report, lst Corps, for month ending 30 June, shows
1,988 gas casualties for the 2nd Division (with 3,135 for the whole Corps)ol79
The Division Gas Officer in a letter to the Chief, CWS, 8 February 1919, re-
ported gas casualties at Chateau Thierry as 1691, with total battle casgalties
in all campaigns emounting to 24,432, of which 3,160 were gas éasualtieselso

This disorepancy between the figures of 3,111, 1,993 plus 300, 1,988
plus 300, and 1,691 for total gas casualties suffered by the 2nd Division at
Chateeu Thierry éannot at the moment be resolved. Accepting the figures of the
Statistical Ssction, 2un .
oasualties. - Accepting a median between the two Monthly Gas Casualty Reports

(i.®c, 2,290), and the total casualties reported by the Statistical Section,

the gas casualties represent 23% of the total casualties in the campaignolel
178

GAF-2C. Additional 300 based on Jnl O reports for the period.
179 ' '

GAF-fol lst C, lst A. Here too is rpt of 9 Jul, CGO lst AC, Enemy Gas
Opns for Month of June 1918, previously cited, which lists 3,144 Corps casual-
tiess

180 ’

Cept J.8. Craigue, Enge, subs Circ Ltr No. B9 (GAF-2C and WD Hist-CWS-
Box 300). His breakdown of gas casualties at Chateau Thierry is: 3rd Brig,
939; 4th Brig, 661; 2nd FA Brig, 5; 2nd Eng, 62; 4th MG Bn, 86; others, 48,

181 .
' Cfs ltr Gilchrist Med Dir CWS to C CWS, 18 Aug, sub: Battle and Gas
Casualties in the AEF (GAF, 10F7-18a), which reports total battle casualties
in AEF betwoeen 15-30 June as 12,030 and total gas casualties as 6,218,
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~ Using Statistical Section figures sgain, we may say that enemy HE

artillery fire (estimated in divisional records at 185,760 rounds), together
with rifle, machine guﬁ,-grenade, and mortar fire, in that month of combat
produced 6,625 killed, severely wounded, and slightly woﬁnded, while epproxi=-
mately 13, 5640 ga; shells (no other gas munitions were used) produced 3,152
gas casualties. Comparing the HE artillery shell alone, 29 shells were neces-
sary torachiova each HE casualty in the 2nd Division, whereas onl& 4.3 arcvil-
lery gas shells were required to achieve a gés casualty. Even doubling the
number of gas shells reveals that 7.2 shells were sufficient to produce a
ges casualty.b

The much—qubted letter of 25 June 1918 from Col. Paul B. Malone, com-

mander of the 23rd Infantry, is of intérest and partially corroborates the

Eneny artillery fire of all kinds has produced in this regiment a
total of sbout 856 casualties since 1 June. Of these, 334 were produced by
gase The 334 ocasualties were produced by firing not more than 4,000 gas
gholls,..It would therefore appear, roughly speaking, that the 4,000 gas
sholls hed produced 334 ocasualties while spproximately 116,000 shells of
other varieties, machine gun fire, eto., had produced the remaining 521
casualties....{Thus)the gas shell has been approximately nine times as ef-
fective as any other form of projectile in producing casualties....The above
data is furnished with the view of emphasizing once more the very great im-
portance of seouring large quantities of yperite with which to launch a gas
offensive ugile awaiting the time to come when a mobile offensive may be
launched, 18

- If gas casualties were not quite that disproportionate in the 2nd
Division, they were still alarmingly‘high, and led %o increased numbers of

warnings and repeated pr-scriptions of gas defense principles. As a lst

162 o ,
L Ltr to Adj 2nd Div G-1, 25 Jun 18, subs Use of Gas (GAF-2S, 2nd Div
Summaries; also in the lst Div Box 173, corresp. No. 9946).
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Corps Heavy Artillery memo was to say on 15 Julys

er . The oasualties from gas in this sector very greatly outnumber those
frcm woundSoeesoAll commanders of units will personally see to the establish-
ment end maintenance of provontive measures....These presoriptions will be
cerried out rigorously; in eddition unit commanders will doubtless find
othor mesana of combating this danger peculiarly applicable to their own posi-
tions, end it is their duty to put such into effect with reference to higher
authority (lst C Box 36, 60.10).

xi-

cos~
Gas Shell Fired by 2nd Division Artillery

il-
In a postwar report by the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade, it was stated

' 183
that the 12th F.A. fired no gas shell at Chateau Thierry. The 12th F.A.
reported that on 14-15 June, between 11300 po.m. and 4300 a.m., it fired
1,700 French No. 5§ shells {collognite and opacite, i.e., phosgene and stannic

chloride). On July 1, between 1500-5500 pom., it fired 6,000 No. 20 shells

(yperite).

On 16 June, at 11300 p.m., the 17th FoA. (155mm) fired 50 No. & shells,
on 2 July at 10:00 pom. it fired 10 No. 5 shells, snd on 3 July it fired 20
Ho.ls-shells, all as "noutralization fire on hostile batteries.™ "No gas
shells were fired," said the 17th F.A. Regimental Gas Officer, "in.an |
American or Alliéd‘attackoF | A

This report is consi&er&bly at variance, both in numbers and fillings,
with 2nd Division reports of the gas reprisal on 15 June (narrative, p.
40). It does not mention the gas shoot on 18 June (pp. 40-41), but it ap-

pears to agree with the gas missions of 1-2 July (pp. 57-58). . It is in even

3 Inds on ltr OC Arty AEF to CG 2nd FA Brig, 13 Jan 19, subs Info re-
quested by CWS AEF (WD Hist-CWS-Box 300, 33.6).

At variance with this report is 2nd Ind, McKell, CO 12th FA to CO 2nd
FA Brig, 29 Jen 19 (WD Hist Box 300, 33,6, Use of Gas by Arty): "On 25th June,
1918, Battery F, 12th FoA. fired about 400 rounds of #17 /7 / Mustard gas
upon en active enemy battery and resulted in silencing it. The enemy battery

was psver heard from thereafter."
S99 narrative p. 84.
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greater disagreement with German reports of 6-10 June (p. 26), 12 Juné (po
50), 18 Juns (p. 31), 15 Jun§ (p» 40), 16<17 June (pp. 42-43, 47-48) end 25
Jﬁne (p. b54), which desoribe "2nd Division" gas shglling of their positions.
These German reports indicate that frequent gas attacks wore mado
egainst them, but if so the missions were fired b& the French artillery in
the neighboring sector or thet attached to the 2nd Division, rather then by
the organic artillery. There is some indication (see po 47) thatrshortly
after Goneral Naulin requested the neﬁ yperite for the division, it was used
by elther the attached or neighboring7French artillery. Not until 1 July
was any quantity of yperite made available to 2nd Division artiliery, when the
isth Fo.A. reportedly fired 6,000 rounds into the woods north of Vauxo
Tﬂere is additional evidence of gassing of Germen terrain by other than

the 2nd F.A. Brigade, not included in the nerrstive account;

G i

Enomy artillery engaged our position especially in the Rochet Wood and
in Chatoau Thierry, with harassing fire, in part mixed with gas, and shelled
our approach roads (lst Morning Rpt to 28th Inf Div, 6 a.mo Jun, item 139,
2nd Annex, War Diaries 2). ' ) :

From 5500 to 630Q a.m. the front line positions were repeatedly shelled
with gas shells (Noon Rpt, 28th Arty Comd, 21 Jun, Item 209, 4th Annex, War

Diaries 2). .

Unfortunaéely, no French records have as yef been found telling how much gas =
their artillery units used while in support of the 2nd Division, nor do eny
2nd Division records so far examined mention the use of.gas by the attached
French artillery. French artillery‘wés under VI French Army control and quite

independent of either the 2nd F.A. Brigade or the 2nd Division itself.
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The situation thus oreated en irony in our operationss when the French

artillery fired gas, the 2nd Division took gas casualties in the retaliation.

It was like that other irony of the operation: when the Marines attacked, the
Infantry suffered most in the reprisal fire.
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The 'Use of Gas at Belleau Wood

Despite the numbers of gas casualties that the 2nd Division was taking
daily, the few expressions so far found of desire or inmtention to retaliate
are those in the Operations Report of the 2nd F.A. Brigade and in General
Neulin's letters and orders (ppe 38-39), in the 2nd Division War Diary for the
14th (p. 40), in Granmt's letter of the 15th (pp. 44-45), and in Col., Malone's
Field Message of the 15th (pp. 36-37). ‘

The anonymous MS history, "The Second Division at Chateau Thierry,"
has several pencilled comments initielled by Col. Preston Brown, Division |
Chief of Staff., It may therefore be presumed that he read the MS, at least
in part, and agreed with its contents where he did not note an objection.

The following ha.s no pencilled oomment:

It was dwi sd on the Sth of Jund to make another forward move on the
Bois de Belleau. It may be said in a general way that the real way to deal
with a position of this sort was by gas bombardment. The total area of the
wood is emall; it was isolated from the next supporting enemy position; and
howover strongly held with rifles and machine guns its resisting power could
havd been reduced to almost nothing by a mustard preparation of a few hours.
But the trouble was that thero was no musterd gas available. The Division
hed bean rushed in; its artillery had been gotten up some hours before in
tho sems sort of scramble; end the obtaining of any sort of munitions for the
artillery had come about meroly through the energy of the command. The Divi-
sion as a fighting unit was not equipped for dealing with the problem of the
Belleau wood. The thing had therefore resolved itself into almost a straight
infantry proposition, which it should not have been.18%

To thess observations should be added that of the Marine battalion com-
mander  (p. 61) who said of the frustrated attack of 23 June on the Bolss

“I know of no other way of attacking these positions with chance of success .

than the one attempted (i.e., rushing the nests by combat groups) and am of

164
Hist Sec GS AEF, Paris, 1918, p. 37 (2nd Div Box 8, 18.2).
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the opinion that infantry alone cannot dislodge the enemy guns." Had the

allotment of yperite not arrived at the depot by the 23rd? Or could it, at

Goneral Naulin's orders, be used only in reprisal? Yet om 1 July it was

uged in the assault on Vaux.

It seems clear that to a large extent both our own and ensmy HE artil-

lery fire on the Bois de Belleau was nerve-shattering but non-ocasualty pro-

ducing, the dense growth and boulder formations dissipating much of the HE

effeots Grman gessing of the wood was restricted for the most part to its

edges., But when the southern sector was saturated, the area became wholly

untenable. Did the German forces not have mustard gas enough to interdict

the whole of the wood and keep it that way while they advanced down its

sides? The records so far examined give no

several days after 13-14 June, the Germans,

senough, might have occtpiéd the entire Bois, except for the gassed strip on
the southern edge, evacuated by the Marines. The wood was fully open to
them to the left and rear, with 23rd Infantry machine gunners only along the
ecastern edge. As it was, the artillerymen on both sides continued their
“ heavy fire, but the opposing infantry forces were by then too spent,_either

for the Germans to seize their opportunity or for the Americans to have op~

posed them.las

185

0. Lo Spaulding and J. Wo Wright, The Second Division, AEF, in France,

Ultlmaﬁely, it was the artillery that smashed the Germans in

cluse.
Zud Division says that for

could they have mustered strength

T A R S

1917-1919 (Hist Comm, 2nd Div Assn, New York, Hillman Press, 1937), ppo 6l-
320
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the wood, leading to its capture on 25 June. 186 The Marine commander who
said that taking the Bois was no job for the infantry might also have added

that it would be a long and costly job for the artillery as well.

The Gas Discipline of the 2nd Division

It is a matter of stafistical record ﬁhat Zﬁd Division casualties were
the highest in the AEF. It was the second American division to go into com-
bat, but in its 137 days of fighting it took almost 5% more casualties than
the 1lst Di#isiopo Both its Marine and Infantry components were, according
to German accounts of their actions in the Assault; reckless in combat, and,
in the eyes of their Gas Og¢ficers, careless, to say the least, in the combat
zone. |

General Order 79, GHQ, AEF, 27 May 1918, called the "attention of all
ranks..o.to the increasing importance of gas warfare," and the stream of bul-
letins anﬂ msmbraﬁda f;om GHQ and the Gas Service to‘the troop oommends were
designed to keep them alert to the progress of gas warfare and gas defense. 87
The training and retraining of the 2nd Division in gas defense up to the time
it entrucked for Chateau Thierry has alieady been récounted (pp- 5-8, 14-
15). The reactions of the Gas Officers of the Division and Corps to the con-
duct of the.tr00ps under gas attack are also reéorded iﬁ the narrative (ppo

10-12, 36, 53). Blue and green ocross gas seems to have given relatively

186 .
Ibid., p. 69 General Bundy, in "The Second Division at Chateau
Thierry, " Everybody's Magazine, XL, (Mar. 1919), 19, seems to agree with this
verdicto.

187

Gas Service Intel Sec, Weekly Summaries of Information, began on 29 Jan -
18; Gas Service Intelligence Bulletins first appeared in March 18. See file
of these in WD Hist-CWS-Box 298.
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little trouble, but'to the oend of the campaign the 2nd Division could not
predict the reaoctions of its troops to_mugtard gaso Instructions in de-
fenso egainst mustard seem to have been adequate, yet the unit officers and
mon continued to forget, in the excitement of battlé, the peralstenoy end
toxicity of the agent. With time and familiarity; gas casualties seem to
have become accepfed a3, to some degree, unavoidable and inevitable.

The change in attitude from earlier strictures appears in two reports

on the mustard attaock of 1l4-15 June. Colonel Preston Brown, Chief of Staff,

said on 16 Junes

The gas discipline of the men is excellent, and every men had and used
his masks The casualties were largely due to body burns, ccused by clothing
saturated with mustard gas. These we consider unavoidable casualties, when
it is recognized that the troops occupied wooded and thickly grassed posi-
tions which had to be held.

The evacuation of woundod, hospital service, and general efficiency
of the modical department has been boyond criticism and has been just as
well as it could have been done, in my opinion, in a complicated mep prob-
lemo .

All gessed men were promptly bathed at the dressing stations, their
clothing taken away and they were sent wrapped in blankets to the field
hospitals. - :

The epproximate number of gas casualties is $00, but it muat be borne
in mind that the division is under a constant and violent bombardment of
gas and high explosive of all calibers, with gas mixed in with shell and
ghrapnel, 168

-Several days later, Colonel Gilchrist reported to the Chief of Gas Service,

AEFs

188 '
Memo for Col Ho L. Gilchrist (Med Dept-2nd Div-Box 3410, fol. 7).
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- The general gas discipline and morale of the troops during the bombard-

" ment was good. From all accounts, proper gas alarms were sounded in emple

time for the adjustment of respirators, but in lieu of existing conditions -=
a pitch dark night, exploding shells on all sides, heavy underbrush, expected
ettack from the enemy, and the fact that the troops were worn out from several
days of incessant fighting during which time they had little or no rest -=- they
woro in a state of physiocal depression and in fit condition for the action of
poisonous gases. Again, many were scattered throughout the areas asleep on
the ground, and during the rush and darkness a few of these men were not a-
wekonsd in time to apply their respirators.

Some of the men had their respirators knocked off by the explosion of
shells, colliding with trees, underbrush, etc. Many were compelled to romove
them in order to seo, still othersremoved the facepieces alone, and retained
the mouthpieces and noseclip. From a careful study of all conditions connected
with this gas attack, it is the opinion that little, if any, criticism can be
offored concerning the actions of the officers and men during the attack.

The high casualties following this attack, preventable or not, led 2nd

N
Division headquarters to issue a memorandum on 17 June, "Orders for Gas De-
fense =- Training and Inspection,"™ which said that all ranks whose duties re-
gquired them in the denzer zone would continue respirator drill. Respir
would be worn at least four hours per week while normal duties were performed.
Respirators and gas equipment in the division area were to be inspected
twice each week by gas officers and dally in the alert zone by gas NCOs. It
emphasized that the only authorized gas masks were the British and American-
S:BaRo's. The M2 mask was to be carried only by labor troops stationed five

miles or more back of the front; the French Tissot mask was restricted to

special troops. The memorandum concluded with standing orders on the action

189
Ltr, Med Dir, Gas Serv, 20 Jun 18, sub: Rpt of Recent Gas Attack on
2nd Diy (ibid Yo
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to be taken by officers and men during and after a gas attackolgo

Outside the serious attack of 23-24 June, gas casualtiés in the 2nd
Division after 15 June occurred daily, ranging between 7 and 119 per day,

until the division was relieved on 8-9 July. They were accepted without

comnent .

The Strategziat Chateau Thierry

Matthew B. Ridgeway, in his recent memoirs, Soldier (New Yorl: Harper,
'1956, ppo 29, 97), has said that World War I was "a conflict which gave to
history many prize examples of men's lives being thrown away against objec-
tives which were not worth the cost.cc.a monument, for all iime, to the in-
flexibility of military thinking in that period." The stand of the 2nd
Division west of Chateau Thierry was such an exaﬁple, in that the opponents
slugged it out, regardless of costs, not so much for tactical reasons as
for reasons of military prestige. As a MS history of the 2nd Division says:

Neither the enemy nor we ocould accept half possession of so important
a position as Bouresches-=Bois de Belleau. And the reasons for this were not
merely tacticals A distinguished officer writing from the fromt...summad
the matter up well by saying that the effect on both American and German

morale and prestige, together with the necessity of securing the objective,
made the occupation of the Bois de Belleau imperative; to this he might have

2nd Div Box 33, 54.3. 1lst Corps memo of 26 Jun (2nd Div Box 35, 63.15)
that defined the gas danger zone as the area NE of line Lizy sur Qurcg-la
Ferte sous Jouarre=Sablonnieres, and the gas alert zone as the area NE of
Villers-le Vasle=Martigny-~Marigny~-la Voie de Chatel-la Croisette, includlng
villages and battery positions in Coupru and Domptin.

Even after the experience in June, gas discipline remained a problem.

In mid-July, while the 2nd Div was in the Soissons sector, there was a report
of "many instances of men going about without their respirators" both-in the
danger zon2 and in the alert zonme. %In one instence a Major and his staff
were found moessing in a shelter without their respirators, the respirators
being in =znother shelter about fifty feet distant; this battalion headquarters
was but a short distance from the fromnt lines and was in a good position for a
gas bombardment.®™ Rpt of Visit...July 18 to 23, by Lt H.W. Brown (AEF GAQ Box
1727, fol P, Item 9, G=5 Schools of the Line; ¢f. 2nd Div Box 85, 1ll.4, Hist
of 2nd Eng, po 3)o.
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added that a grave crisis in French internal politics made it equally essen-
tirl that no serious risk should be inourred, and yet that a success should

be won.191

The Germans agreed on the prestige element, for on 8 June they said:

Should the Americans on our front gain the upper hand only temporarily,
this may have the most unfavorable influence on the morale of the Entente and
on the continuation of the war. In the fighting which now confronts us we
are not concerned about the occupation or non-occupation of this or that un-
important woods or village but rather with the question as to whether Anglo=~
Amsrican propeganda, that the ATerican Army is a match or even superior to
tho Gorman, will be successful. %

How will the American troops conduct themselves in a major offensive?
Therein lay the real significance of the combat for Belleau Wood. 193

In this battle for prestige, the Germans were perpetually astonished
by the willingness of the Americans to accept high casualties. They were
aleo confronted with the task of explaining their loss of positions despite
thoss casualties. .Initially, much of their trouble was asoribed to the epi-
denic gas sickness among their troops, brought on in part by exhaustion and
the French war gasses. Later, the tactical disposition and performance of
Cforps Conta itself shared the blame for their misfortunes. The commander of

the 87th Division reported that on relieving the 28th Division he at once

ropaired the fatal error of that division, by organizing his forces in

depth. But it was too late.

191

The Second Division at Chateau Thierry (2nd Div Box 77).
152 -

Daily Rpt, 28th Div Hq (Item 164, lst Annex, War Diaries 2).
193

Tr of monograph Ernst Otto, The Fighting for Belleau Wood, p. 2 (2nd
Div Box 31, 33.9). _
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From June 20 to 24 the Americans éttacked the battalion located in the
wood a total of 15 times with strong patrols, in strength up to two entireo
companies. PEach time the attack collapsed in front of our lines with very
heavy logsoso...The attaoks initially took place entirely without preparation;
next, supportod by surprise rifle grenade fire, and them with gradually in-
oreasing artillery box barrage fire and, in the end, with the French partici-
patingooe.At 10316 pomo (on 25 June, the laft day) only remnants of the five
(German) participating companies were left. °4 "

An operations report to the German Highest Command saids "An engagement in
Belleau Wood is a typical example proving that the rigid uﬁyielding

holding of terrein, particularly in unfortified positions; always m.ans a
beginning accompanied by heaviest casualties and generally terminating in
failure.®™ These casualties resulted, thé-report went on, because the front
line had been established as the main line of resistance and sombat forces
without fields of fire had been massed on the north edge of Belleau Wood.195

From the American point of view, the explanation of the operation was
simple. The French order of 3 June, that the 2nd Division hold its positions
before the advancing Germans "at all costs," had been obeyed. No record has
been found ﬁhile_prepéring this report that the order was ever questioned in
any way. Not even the inability to retaliate in equal volume. with HE or with
ges seems ever to have been offered as a qualification of the operation. The
French were skeptical of the fighting qualities of the inexperienced American

troops. The 2nd Division, advancing in the attack in squad columns, was de=

termined to prove its ability to take it. The two kilometers of terrain won

pE

Maj Gen Feldtkeller, Report Concerning the Combat in Belleau Wood, 29
Jun (Items 77-78, War Diaries 3).

1585 :
Opns Rpt, CofS Hq Army Group German Crown Prince, 8 Jul (Item 75,
87th Inf Div Rpts, War Diaries 3). '
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by the troops of the 2nd Division in those thirty-five days of combat woere
o achieved in spite of the efforts, at one time and another, of elements of
ton Gorman divisions to keep them from it. |
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