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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

CODE OF WA&TEME PRACTICES
For the American Press and Radio

This Code covers everything published—newspapers, press services, peri-
odicals; magazines, books, newsletters, reports, directories, almanacs, trade
and finzncial ‘papers  and ‘all else—and everything broadeast by standard,
point-to-point nenmilitary, frequency modulation, facsimile and television
stations and all else in the Usited States. :

This isthe guide by which you are expected to censor your own operations.
ifin doubt, call, write, or telegraph the Office of Censorship, Apex Building,
Washington 25, ©. (., Telephone EXecutive 3800,

UNITED STATES ,k
COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE"
WASHINGTON : 1943




CODE OF WARTIME PRACTICES
Edition of May 15, 1945

SPECIAL NOTE

The Code of Wartime Practices is issued pursuant to instrue-
tions by the President, who commissioned the Office of Censor-
ship to supervise domestic voluntaxy censorship.

You are reminded that whenever anyone else, in any part of
the country, makes a request which appears unreasonable or
out of harmony with the Code, you are at liberty to appeal at
once to the Offes of Censorship.

Much contfusion would be avoided if such appeals were more
frequent. ' f

This Edition of the Code reflects certain changes resulting from the
victory in Europe and combines and supersedes previous editions of
the Codes for Press, Broadcasters, and Non-Military Radio Services.
It seeks to underline the great responsibility which will continue to
rest on American broadeasters, publishers, and editors until the day of
victory in the Far Fast. e , ; ,

The war against Japan is a major war. American life is equally
precious whether endangered by an Asiatic enemy or a European
enemy. So long as our armed forces still fight, the Press and Broad-
casters must keep their unceasing vigil. ' o

The Code is but a guide and cannot cover all possible contingencies.
Ask yourself always, “Is this information I would like to have if I
were the enemy #” and then act accordingly, remembering that the use
of “speculation” as a device to cloak information helpful to the enemy
undermines the purpose of voluntary censorship. ,

Publishers and editors also should remember that advertising, busi-
niess reports, letters to editors, or society news—in short, anything in
print—has é{emg’erous possibilities. DBroadcasters shonlci measure all
programs—special events, forums, mterviews, and commercial con-
tinuity included—against this Code’s requests. .

 Tuw Orrice or Cexsorsure,
 Byrox Puew, Director.
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CODE OF WARTIME PRACTICES

~ All media of publication and radio are asked not to publish or
broadeast information in the following classes except when such
information is made available for publication or broadecast by
appropriate authorily or is specifically cleared by the Office of
Censorship: ' . ' ' L
(As used throughout this Code the term “Pacific-Asiatic area” means
the Far Eastern combat zone, including the southwestern Alaskan
peninsula, and the land and water areas of the entire Pacific Ocean
except the coastal waters of South America, and extending westward
on land and sea to and including Aden, Capetown, and the east coast
of Afriea.  Seemap on back cover} i e : '

WAR. PLANS.

Secret war plans, or diplomatie negotiations or conversations which
eoneern military operations.

ENEMY ATTACKS

Information about actual or impending enemy attacks on continental
United States. . o G
ARMED FORCES

Tdentity, movement, or prospective movement of Allied Army,
Navy, or Marine Corps units which are in, have been alerted for, or
are on their way to, the Pacific-Asiatic area from American territory
anywhere: these moving or about fo move directly from Europe to
the Pacific-Asiatic area. o

Exact composition, character and equipment of Allied treops which
are in, or preparing for, service in the Padific-Asiatic area, =

Identification of members of the Allied Armed Forces with military
or naval units or ships, when such nnits or ships are in, or en route to,
or are returning from, the Pacific-Asistie area. il ‘

Tdentification of combat casualties until made available by the War

or Navy Department or next of kin.

. , SHIPS -

Identity, location, charaeter, deseription, movements, and prospec-
tive movements of naval vessels, fransports, and convoys.
Tdentity, location, cargoes, and movements of merchant vessels.
Existence of mine fields or other harbor defenses, including secret
to navigators.

' Jaunchings and commissionings of naval vessels.

about the sinking or damaging from war causes of




PLANES

Disposition, composition, movements, mlssmns, or strength of Allied
military air units within or preceeding to or from the Pacific-Asiatic
aren s military activities of commercial air lines in the I’ae}ﬁe Asiatic
area.

Information canc&mmw new &m’i eurmrxt m}h’czxry atrcraft anc’f
related items of eqmpmens ,

FORTIFICATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS

Location and description of fortifieations, coast defense emylsem««
ments, antiaireralt guns and other air defense installations, including
desfanse; installation details of public sirports used for mmmw puff—
poses; location or description of mmmﬁag@& ob;eeﬁ& '

PRODUCTION

New or secret. W@&g}ems, Ié%amzty and location of p}:aats, makmfr them ;
secret designs, formulas, processes or expemmemt&, {rmmeﬁﬁed wmk t,ha
war.

Rate of productwn of matériel used in or for spema;ﬁmeei mshﬁa&’y
operations.

Movement or transportation of war matériel.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

Information concerning war intelligence or countermtelhg&me,
. Gpel ations, methods or equipment of the United States, its allies, or
the enemy. ,
 Seeret detection devices. = ' ' o
Secret United States or Allwd means or systems of mﬂzﬁmy commu:
nications.
WﬁR PEHS&NERS

Inform‘mtwn as to armval movements, conﬁnemenﬁ or Idenﬁxty Gf '
mihtary pmseners fr om the Paexfi@—Asmtxc area.

TRAVEL

Advance mfsrmatmn on mutes tlmes and methods of travel by the
Pre&udent ‘

Movements of rankmg ‘Army, Navy, and Marine officers to, from,
or within the Pacific-Asiatic area.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MAPS

Photographs or maps conveymﬂf any. of the information speuﬁnd
in other sections of this Code; aerial photographs of harbez s, war
plants, mxhta.x y ot Vlta} defensa msmliatmns o .




NOTES AND RIEMINDERS

Combat Zone Interviews and Letfers-Interviews with service
men or civilians invelving combat zones (including accounts of es-
capes) should be submitted before publication or broadeast either to
the Office of Censorship or the appropriate Army or Navy public
relations ollicer, ,

Letters from combat areas are censored in the field only for home
consumption, not for publication or broadeast. When such letters
are published or broadeast, information in conflict with provisions of
this Code should be eliminated. Special care should be used in
handling escape accounts to eliminate all escape details and informa-
tion which might lead to reprisals or endanger future escapes.

Acceredited Military and Naval Correspondents.—No provisions
in this Code modify obligations assumed by accredited correspondents
who accompany Army or Navy forces or are given special accrediting
by the War or Navy Department to visit restricted areas in the United
States. The accrediting department concerned is the censorship
agency for all resultant material;

War News Coming Into the United States.—Generally, war infor-
mation originating outside United States territory may be published
or broadcast if its origin is made plain (no material conflicting with
the Code should be added in rewriting inforiation received: from
abroad).

Information from the United Kingdom which has not been cleared
by British Censorship should not be published or broadcast if it
conflicts with this Code, '

- Material sent across the United States-Canadian border should con-
tain nothing that conflicts with censorship restrictions of the country
in which 1t originates. ,

o
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