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Indiana’s Federal Depository Library Program
Disposal of Documents: Web-Based Needs and Offers List
Database Proposal
Introduction
The Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) was established by Congress to ensure that the American public has access to its Government's information. Since 1813, depository libraries have safeguarded the public's right to know by collecting, organizing, maintaining, preserving, and assisting users with information from the Federal Government. The FDLP provides Government information at no cost to designated depository libraries throughout the country and territories. These depository libraries, in turn, provide local, no-fee access to Government information in an impartial environment with professional assistance. 

The FDLP program is set forth in Title 44 of the US Code:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/title44/index.html.  Specifically, Chapter 19 defines the program.
Each State is responsible for producing their own State Plan within the FDLP program, and as the Regional Depository for the State of Indiana, the Indiana State Library has a vested interest in making sure that our federal statutory obligations are met.

In particular, Section §1912 defines the role of the Regional Depository in relation to the State’s other depositories:

The libraries designated as regional depositories may permit depository libraries, within the areas served by them, to dispose of Government publications which they have retained for five years after first offering them to other depository libraries within their area, then to other libraries.

Up to now, FDLP libraries have sent the Indiana State Library “disposal lists” of all items they have retained for five years or more which the library seeks to remove from their collection.  However, the Disposal Guidelines section of the Indiana State Plan will be changed.

The FDLP in Indiana: Looking Towards the Future
The depository libraries of Indiana have been meeting over the past year to discuss the possibility of changing our State Plan in order to provide better service to our citizens. Part of the discussion has been a revision of the current disposal guidelines.  
These discussions have not only gathered agreement from all of the FDLP libraries in the state, but the US Superintendent of Documents is also very interested in our State’s ideas and has worked with a task force of librarians and administrators from the Indiana State Library, Indiana University, Purdue University, and the University of Notre Dame to ensure that our statutory obligations under US Code Title 44 will continue to be met with our revised State Plan and most specifically, revised disposal guidelines.
Part of the recommendations gathered from the Superintendent of Documents and the Government Printing Office (GPO) has been an electronic format “needs and offers” list that would be available to all of the FDLP participants throughout the State.

What this electronic resource would mean is a reduction in the time, manpower, and resources that it takes all of the 33 FDLP libraries within our State to meet our federal obligations.  
As the Regional Depository and leader for the FDLP program within our State, it would make political sense for this resource to be created and hosted by the Indiana State Library.

Database Requirements
GPO has recommended that part of the Indiana State Plan revisions include an electronic “needs and offers” list.  This list, ideally an electronic format database, would take the place of the item-by-item paper lists currently created for items published since 1976. 
By having an electronic database for “needs and offers” the Regional Depository can facilitate communication between FDLP libraries as well as help all stakeholders save the time, manpower, and resources already mentioned. 
Because of the nature of the FDLP program, it is necessary that each individual library’s selected federal documents librarian have access to the database in order to update their data.  Needs and offers change on a daily basis and it would be illogical for one agency, such as the Indiana State Library, to maintain this database individually.
In addition, by making it each library’s individual responsibility to maintain its own records, the database has a better chance of being up-to-date and accurate.

The FDLP participant libraries in Indiana are (http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/tools/ldirect-110606-i.pdf):
1. Indiana State Library (Regional Depository)
2. Purdue University
3. Indiana Supreme Court Law Library
4. Valparaiso University (Law Library)
5. DePauw University
6. Indiana University, Northwest
7. Indiana University, Bloomington (Herman B. Wells Library)
8. Indiana University, Kokomo
9. University of Notre Dame (Kresge Law Library)
10. Gary Public Library
11. Hammond Public Library
12. Valparaiso University (Christopher Center for Library and Information)
13. St. Joseph College
14. University of Notre Dame (Theodore M. Hesburgh Library)
15. Indiana University, South Bend
16. Allen County Public Library
17. Indiana University-Purdue University, Fort Wayne
18. Indiana University, Bloomington (School of Law Library)
19. Anderson University
20. Huntington University
21. Wabash College
22. Indiana State University
23. Ball State University
24. Earlham College
25. Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library
26. Indiana University, Southeast
27. Hanover College
28. University of Southern Indiana
29. Morrisson-Reeves Library
30. Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis
31. Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library
32. Butler University
33. Indiana University School of Law, Indianapolis

Because of the complexity of federal documents, the database needs to be highly searchable for multiple fields.  
It would also be useful if both the FDLP library’s name and ID number were clickable within each record to take you to that library’s contact information.
Sample Records
“Offer”

**Date of entry:  12/06/2006 (automatic)
**FDLP library: Indiana State Library
**FDLP library ID: 0180
**SuDoc number:  C 57.409: ; C 61.23:
**Authoring agency:  Office of Export Registration
**Document title:  Export administration regulations
**Publication information: 1976-1980
Notes: Preceding title: United States. Office of Export Control; Export control regulations
OCLC number:  1795448
GPO item number: 211
Link to cataloged record: http://www2.statelib.lib.in.us/web2/tramp2.exe/see_record/A0kr0e5f.012?server=1home&item=19&item_source=1home
**=Required Field

Comments on offer records:  The publication and notes fields need to be “expandable”, depending on whether the item is a serial (ie, periodical, magazine, journal, etc.) or monograph (ie, book).  If the item is a serial, it is quite possible that one “offer” record might actually indicate multiple items.
“Need”

**Date of entry: 12/06/2006 (automatic)
**FDLP library name: Indiana State Library

**FDLP library ID: 0180

SuDoc number:

**Authoring agency: US Census Bureau
Document title:

Publication information:

Notes:   Any US Census Bureau publications are requested.
OCLC number:

Item number:

Link to cataloged record:
**=Required Field

Comments on need records:  The “need” records need to be more flexible than offers because it could be possible that a library might request all documents by a certain agency, author, etc., and therefore specific information (such as document title, etc.) might be unnecessary on a case-by-case basis.   
Conclusion

The Indiana FDLP Needs and Offers List would be a database useful to libraries state-wide.  With FDLP libraries better able to communicate their needs and offers, the end result would be a more efficiant matching of government information to our citizens.
In addition, the creation and hosting of such a database would give the Regional Depository, the Indiana State Library, the perfect opportunity to show leadership and forward thinking within the library community. 
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