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Capital Punishment ? 

The number of executions in the United States has 
.den from one hundred and ninety-nine (199) in 1935 
to fifteen (15) in 1964. In many states which still retain 
cap$tal punishment no one has been put to death for 
decades. As our civilization advances the we of the penalty 
will continue to decline. 

Toctay, it.' is chiefly the indig&, the friendless, the 
Negro, and the meqhlly ill who are sentenced to death. 
Or the yourig. Only in 1964 Georgia raised the age limita- : 
tion for execution 'to sixteen; it was formerly ten. 

A total of 3,849 prisoners have been exeeuted under 
civil authority in the United States from 1930 through 



Eleven of the fifteen executions in 1964 were by 
~~ectroeution, and ,the remaining four were carried out in 
the gas chamber. Among the jurisdictions which retain 
the death penalty, twenty-four (24) prescribe electrocution, 
eleven (11) lethal gas, seven (7) hanging, and one shootingi 
or hanging. Executions ordered by the Federal Courts are' 
carried out in accordance with the method used by the 
State in which the sentence is imposed. If the laws of the ' State prohibit capital unishment, the court designa B another State in which he sentence is to be carried out 

Of the fifteen (15) men executed in 1964, nine werkL' 
sentenced for murder and. six for rape. Eight of those 
executed were white and seven were Negro; five whites and 
four Negroes were sentenced for murder, and three whites 
and three Negroes for rape. 

Two thousand and sixty-four (2,064), or 53.6 percent, 
of the 3,849 prisoners executed in the United States from 
1930 through ,1964 were Negro, 1,743 or 45.3 percent were 

' white, and 42 or 1.1 percent were of other races. 
Executions for murder account for 3,325, or 86.4 per- < Cent, of the executions caxried out under civil authority in 

. the United States since 1930. These were divided almost 
' evenly between whites and non-whites. There were 453 
' executions for rape during the 35 year period, and 407, or 
; 89.5 percent of these were non-white. 

. ..,. I *. I 
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I Executions, State of Indiana 
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1897 - 1967 

Although currently (May 1967) there are seven men 
"under sentence of death" a t  Indiana State Friion, there 
has not been an execution in Indiana since 1961. 

During the sixty-four year period between 1897 and 
1961 there have been a total of seventy-two (72) men 
executed for capital offenses in Indiana. Of these, thirteen 
were hanged during the period 1897-1907. Subsequent to 
passage by the Indiana General Assembly of an act 
specifying electrocution its the mode of execution, March 
15, 1913, the remaining fifty-nine (59) were put to death 
in that manner. 

The General Assembly passed the following Act: "An 
Act to amend sections 310 and 314 of an Act entitled, 
'An Act Concerning Public Offenses', approved March 
10, 1905." 

(513 Approved March 15, 1913) 
I 2,:. 
1 .  
. . :! DEATH PENALTY - ELECTROCUTION 
. . Section 1: Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 

. State of Indiana that Section 310 of the above entitled a Act to be amended )to read as follows: ,? ,$ Death Penalty - How inflicted - Executioner. The 
pumshrnent of death prescribed by law shall be inflicted 

. in every case by causing to pass through the body of 
the convict a current of electricity of sufficient intensity 
to cause death, and the application and the continuance 
of such current, through the body of such convict until 
such convict is dead. The death penalty shall be inflicted 
before the hour of sunrise u on such day, not less than 

: ' one hundred (100) days af i' er conviction, as the court 
i, may adjudge. The warden of the state prison, or, in case 

of his death, disability, or absence, his deputy, shall be '; the ~xecutioner. 
(Acts 1905, ch. 169, 310, p. 584; 1913, ch. 315, 2, p. 844.) 
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inside Prison The execution 
walls of the Indiana State 

room and appliances 
ided in this act. 

' a ~ 1 ' ~ e a t h  Penalty-Who may be present. The following 
'Ir*ipersons may be present at the execution, and nohe 

other: The warden and such persons as may be neces- 
sary b assist him in conducting the execution; the 
directors of the prison; two (2) physicians, including 
the prison physician; the spiritual adviser of the con- 
demned; the friends of the condemned person, not ex- 
ceeding ten (10) in number, that he may request shall 
be admitted. 
(Acts 1905, c k  169, 315, p. 584.) 

Comparative Le&dation 

Death Penalty by electrocution: 

Ala. 

Fla 

G& 

Ill. 

KY. 
Mass. 
Nebr. 
N.Y. 

Ohio 

Code 1940, tit. 15, 343 

Stat. 922.10. 

Code 1933, 27-2512. 

Rev. Stat. 1953, ch. 38, 749. 

Rev. Stat. 431.220. 

Laws Ann., c k  279, 46.- 

Rev. Stat. 1943, 29-2504. 

McKinney's Consol. Laws, Crim. 5n.S 

Page's Rev. Code, 2949.22. 
Pa. Purdon's Stat., tit. 19, 1121. I 

Tenn. Code Ann., 403117. 

Tex. Vernon's Stat. 1948, Crim., 708. 
W. Va. Code 1949, 6249. 



INDIANA S A T E  PRISON 
ELECTRIC CHAW 

. The present electric chair a t  the Indiana State Prison 
was contsructed out of pants taken from the defunct hang- 
mank scatfold. The back and legs of the chair were formed 
from braces and uprights of the scaffold, while the seat 
and arms were made from the platform. Actual construc- 
tion of the chair was performed by two prisoners, working 
under the superivsicn of the prison's contstruction fore- 
man of four decades ago. 

New York's famous Sing Sing Prison and the Ohio 
State Prison were bsth visited and sketches were made of 
the electric chairs used in those institutions. Indiana's 
electric chair is patterened after Ohio's, with one exception. 
Ohio's official execut oner sueeested that some other means 
than leather straps be fou-5 to secure the condemned 
man in the chair, since on several occasions in his ex- 

erience the condemned man jerked loose from the stra s tb hen the electricity hit him. Indiana was the first sta k 
to adopt "iron rods" in place of leather straps to hold the 
condemned man in place in the electric chair during an 
execution. 

Summary of Men Executed 
The following study is a brief survey of the seventy 

two (72) executions carried out in the State of Indiana 
since 1807. The data contained in this study has been 
abstracted from the official records compiled and kept on 
all men committed to the Indiana State Prison. 

Much of this source material, articulerly that of a 
biographical nature, was provided g y the inmates them- 
selves and is often times unconfirmed, contradictory, and 
of questionable valiuity. In this study we have made no 
attempt to confirm the validity of the source material, or 
attempted to reconcile such contradictory rnwrial as we 
have come across. 
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Prisoners Executed, Indiana State Prison 1897-1961 

B ' i  Place 

21 were native (Indiana) born ............................ 29 % 

7 were foreign born ........................................ 9.8% 

12 were Kentucky born . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16.6% 

3 each were ,barn in Tenn., ILI. 

2 each were born in Aka., Kans., Mich., miss., Mo., Ohio, Penna. 

1 each was born in Ga., N.D., N.Y., Texas and Virgina. 

3 were in their teens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.1% 

32 w e ~ e  in their twenties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... 44.4% 

24 were in their tllrirties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  33.5% 

7 were in Oheir forties ................... . . . . . .  9.7% 

1 was in his #ifties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.4% 

. .  2 were in their sixties .;: 
3 age unknown .......... .i 

Race 

47 were white ................... 
24 were colored . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 lmknm .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Use of Alcohol and/or Drugs 

............................... 16 were alcoholic# 

........ 2 were both d&llca and drug addlcta 



11 were committed fram Lake County . . . . . . . .  . 
8 were committed from M,arion C m t y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.5% < 

3 were committed from M e n  County . . . . . . . .  
LaPmte County . . . . .  

. . .  . . . . . .  P,orter County 4.2% 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Boone County 2.8% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gibson County 2.8% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jasper County 2.8% 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  LaGrange County 2.8% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  She'lby County 2.8% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wabash County 2.8% 

Whitley County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.8% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  was  committed from Blackford County 1.3% 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clark County ' '" 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Deanborn Conuty 

Elkhart County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Floyd County ) .  

. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  Hancock County :-. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jackson C'ounty 

. . . . . . . . . . .  &lontgoonery C o y t y  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Newton County : 

. . . . . . . . . .  Saint Jaseph County 
. . . .  Wtarrick County 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Unknown 

32 had previous fdony wnvictians . . . .  
12 had previous rnisdemaaaw conviction: 
4 unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

24 nu, criminal record . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



p. 

Type of Case 

11 convictions for uxarcides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ..  ... .. 15.2% 
2 convictions for killings d t t e d  in drunken arguments 2.8% 
3 convictions for killings committed in 

anguments (dehik unknown) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.2% 
1 conviction for killing comrmitted in 

argument o v s  money .......................... 1.4% 
7 convictions for killings canunitted in 

connection with !sex ............................ 9.7% 
31 convictions for killings committed in perpetration of 

robbery or burglary, including policemen killed 
at such times .................................. 43.1% 

1 conviction for killing comlt ted ,in jealousy .............. 1.4% 
3 convictions for killings o m i t t e d  in resisting mrest 

&er than at scene ai robbery or burglary .... 4.2% 
2 convictims for killin- committed in famtly quarrels 

(otAer Klan uxoricides) ........................ 2.8% 
11 convictions fm killings coynittea in unknown 

circumstances .. ! ............................... 15.2% 

Educational Level 

14 received no formal education .......................... 
14 attended 'grade school (quit soh& before 5th ,grade) . . 
5 attended ,grade silhcml (quit school before 7%h grade) . . 
13 attended grade school (quit school before 9th grade) . . 
16:attended high school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

: graduated froon high school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ,attended college (none over 1% years) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6 unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

, . ,.., . 

..laritaI Status 

24 were single ........................ .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33.9% 
21 were married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29.2% 
6 were divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.3% 
3 were separated .......................................... 4.2% 
13 were widowem .......................................... 18.1% 
' unknown ..................................... 



36 wese ProtesCan+a ......... 
14 were Catholics ........... 
11 Claimed no preierence ........ 
S Greek Orthodox ................ 
1 was Hebrew ............................................ 

.................................................. 7 ~ o u m  

............................................ 24 were laborers 33.59 

............................................ 3 were fanmers 4.16 
...................................... 2 were self-employed 2.8% 

.......................................... 1wasaPninister 1.3% 
............................................ 1 was an artist 1.3% 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 were %niscallaneous semi-skilled workers 33.5% 
.................................................. 17 unknown 28.5% 
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STATE OF INDIANA 

SUMMARY OF MEN ORIGINALLY SEh'TENCED TO DEATH 

WITH SENTENCE COMMUTED OR CHANGED BY EXCECUTIVE ORDER OE NEW TRIAL 

DECEMBER, 1966 

Date Of 
Number Name Action OP Court Action by Governor Present Status 

6089 DORAK, Tom 3-22-15 New trial gnanted, 
10-16-15; Acquitted. 

7833 BATCIHELOR, Albert 7-3-19 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 1-14-20; granted 
nem trial by Supreme 
Court 1-30-20; sentenced 
to Life 10-1-20 and re- 
entered a s  ISP No. 81.- 

7834 BATOHELOR, Thomas 7-3-19 Granted stay by S u p r e ~ ~ l r  
Court to 1-14-20; granted 
new trlal by Supreme 
Court 1-30-20; sentenced 
to L ~ f e  10-1-20 and re- 
entered a s  ISP No. 8108 

Paroled 10-1-40 Dis- 
charged from pa- 
role 1-22-44. 

Paroled 10-1-35 Dis- 
charged from pa- 
role 11-24-44. 



overnor Present Status 

;~. ,,, ,."v . .. ~ . - , -, . " :  
<....> . .  :... . - '  :. 

7835 TELCDLXA, Dan 1-3-19 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 1-1423; granted 
new trial by Supreme 
Court 1-30-20; sentenced 
to Life 10-1-20 and re- 
entered .as ISP No. 8109. 

Paroled 10-1-40 Dis- 
charged from pa- 
role 11-17-43. 

7-3-19 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 1-14-20: granted 
new trial  by S u p m e  
Court 1-30-20; sentenced 
to Life 10-1-20 and xe- 
entered as  ISP No. 8107. 

Died while on pa- 
ole 617-29. 

8032 fldgW, WaIter C. 2-28-20 Granted stay by Supreme Sentence commuted Paroled 2-28-45 Dis- 
Cour' to 2-18-2): to to Life 5-31-21 by charged from pa- 
44-21; to 5-6-21. Gov. McCray. role 8-7-59. 

8086 DUNlKIVICH, Nick 
I 

730-20 Granted stay by Supreme Sentence commuted Paroled 8-740 Dis- 
Court to 5-13-21; to to Life 8-16-21 by charged from pa- 

Gov. McCray. role 11-21-47. 



Nllmber Name Date Of ~ c t i o n  ~i court Sentence Action b r  Governor Present Status 

10202 SHAW, John T. 12-29-25 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court Bo 11-21-24; to 
2-20-25; to 6-19-25. 
Remanded to new trial 
by Supreme Court 3-21-25. 
Acquitted. 

10405 BARBER, Edward 5-15-24 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 1-16-25; to 
5-29-25; to' 12-18-25. 
&anted new trial by 
Supreme Court 12-19-25. 
Sentenced to 25 years. 

10414 PARKER, Joseph 5-31-24 Granted stay by Supreme 
C a r t  to 1-112-25; to 
5-29-25; to 12-18-25. 
Granted new trial by 
Supreme Cwrt  10-17-25. 
Sentenced to 25 years. 

Paroled 5-15-36. 

10431 WTRO,  Jase 5-2524 Granted stay by Supreme Sentence commuted 
Court to J-1625; to .to Life 5-2625 by 
4-3-25; to 512-25. Gov. Jackson. Died 7-8-29. 



--- 

Number Name 
Date Of 
sentence Action Of Court Aotion by Governor Present Status 

11207 SANCHEZ, VIto 124-25 Granted stay by Supreme Unknown 
Court 'ct 104-26; to 
3-11-27; 7-1-27. Granted 
new .triai by Supreme 
Court 66-27. Sentenced 
to 2 to 21 years at Indiana 
R e f m a t o r y  for 
Mandaughter 

11.t~o L V L C L ~ A L ~ ~ ~ L Y ,  wal lace 4-26-26 Granted stay by Supreme Granted 60-day re- Paroled 2-22-50. 
Court to 12-17-26; to prleve by Gov. 
6-19-27; to 7-29-27. Jacksan, 7-19-27. 

Sentence commuted 
to Life 9-20-27 by 
Gov. Jackson. 

11437 RHODES, Dryfus 4-1-26 Granted stay by Supreme Paroled to wanting 
Cuwt to 11-19-26; to authorities 3-12-45. 
3-25-27; to ell-27. Discharged by 
Granted new trial by Waiver of Juris- 
Supreme Court 4-29-21. diction 10.1945. 
Esoa,ped jail a t  Vincennes, ' Indiana, while awaiting trial; apprehended in Colorado. 
Sentenced to death as ISPNo. 12660, 11-22-28. Granted 

new trial. Sentenced to 2-21 years. 1-12-31 and re-entered 
as ISP No. 14383. 



.,. 
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Date Oi 
Number Name sentenoe Aotion Of Oaurt Action by Governor Present Status 

13954 ANDERSON, James 

14488 CARLIN, Walter 

14767 JOHNSON, Lamence 

17090 SKORA, Jahn 

22365 LOFTUS, Robert J. 
- - 

.: .'* 
-. , ,.. 

, . 
, ,. . 

22514 FINCH, Charles 

6-7-30 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 2-6-31; to 11-6-31; 
to 5-18-32; to 12-16-82; to 
5-19-33; to 84-33; to 10-27-33. 

2-20-31 Granted stay by Supreme 
Cou~ t  to 5-27-32; to 12-16-32. 

4-18-31 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 6-17-32; to 12-16-32; 
to 6-22-33. 

5-24-43 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 8-10-43; remanded 
to new .trial 1-21-44. Sentenced 
to Life 3-16-45 for 2nd Degree 
Murder. Re-entered a s  ISP 
No. 23037. 

Sentence commuted Paroled 9-18-45 Dis- 
,to Life 12-1-33 by charged from pa- 
Gov. McNutt. mle 1-11-60. 

Sentence commuted Paroled 12-28-49. 
to IAfe 4-14-33 by 
Gov. McNutt. 

Sentence commuted Paroled 3-19-45 Dis- 
to Life 12-3032 by charged from pa- 
Gov. Leslie. r d e  1-28-60. 

Sentence cammuted Died in Prison 
to Life 1-23-35 by Hospital 6-26-51. 
Gov. McNutt. 

Incarcerated ISP 
Pawled 3-16-63; pa- 
role violator with 
new cummitment 
(Rubbery) 11-9-64. 

11-15-43 Granted stay by Supreme Sentence commuted Incarcerated ISP 
h u r t  to 10-1344; t.0 11-7-44. to Life 1220-44 by with trusty status. 

Gov. Sohricker. 



~ 

Date of 
. . Number Name Sentence Action BY onrt Action BY Governor Present Stst= 

;. 23420 PATTERSON, Thomas 2-7-46 Stay of 120 days wanted Sentence m m u t e d  Died in Prison 
by Governor 5-21-46. to Life 10-13-46 by HospiCal 8-2-51. 

Gov. Gates. 

23949 PULIDO, Jesse 4-15-41 Stay of 60 days granted Sentence m m u t e d  Incarcerated ISP 
by Governor 8-6-47. to Life 10-1-47 by wibh trusty stabs. 

Gov. Gates. 

24221 LOBAUG& .. &CQ . 21.. ... lk$yL ; .  . . . . Sentence commuted Released to Normen 
. .:+. '! to Life 5-7-51 by Beatty Hospital 

+. :i .- .. Gov. Schricker. 2-23-66. 

26204 HANKERSON, P h i h o r e  11$6-51 Granted stay by S u p r m e  Incarcerated ISP 
Court 6-26-52. Granted new wibb trusty status. 
txial 5-15-52. Sentenced to 
Life and re-entered a s  ISP 
No. 26671. 

27431 MORGAN, Arthur T. 1-28-54 Granted new trial 4-7-54. 
Sentenced to Life 5-2654 
and ?e-entered a s  ISP 
No. 27616. 

28268 FLOWERS, El,mer 630-55 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court 57-56; to 2-15.51. 
Granted new trial 1-7-51. 
Sentenced to Life and re- 
entered as  ISP No. 29245. 

Released to Norman 
Beatty Hospital 
10-3-61. 

Inoa~cerated ISP 
with trusty satus. 



Date Of 
N.mba Name Action BY onrt Action BY Governor Present Status 

28603 IRVIN, LmUe 1-9-56 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court .to 12-1-56; to 3-29-57; 
indefinite stay. Granted new 
trial 1-27-61. Sentenced to 
Life and re-entered as ISP 
No. 33053. 

Incarcerated ISP 

a8013 OLLINS, Opal Janita 10-26-56 Transferred to Women's Sentence commuted Unknown 
Prison 11-15-58. to Life 12-10-56. 

29618 JOHNSON, Thomas Harry 11-1-51 Granted stay by Supreme 
Court to 10-1558; to 2-16-59. 
Granted new trial 1-20-59. 
Sentenced to Life 10-19-59 and 
re-entered as ISP No. 30758. 

a8839 GROOVER, Cl i fhd C. 1-29-58 Granted new trial. Sentenced 
to Life 5-22-59 and re-enered 
a s  ISP No. 30572. 

50108 WHITAKER, Thomas 6-11-58 Granted new trial. Sentenced 
to Life 12-6-60 and re-entered 
as ISP No. 31314. 

Died in Prison 
Hospital 11-9-61. , . . 

Incarcerated ISP 
wleh trusty status. 

Incarcerated ISP 



BIBLIOGRAPHY AVAILABLE 

A Bibliography covering over two hundred (200) books, 
articles, pamphlets, etc., on the subject of Capital Punish- 
ment is available from the United States Department of 
Justice, Bureau of Prisons, Washington 25, D.C. The Bureau 
furnishes this without cost, as a public service. By ex- 
ploring this Bibliography at a Public Library you can 
come to know some of the views and opinions of our most 
prominent penologists. 

INFORMATION COMPILED BY INDIANA STATE PRISON 
r 1 

This study was compiled by the Data Processing 
Office, Indfana State Prison. We hsve not attempted to 
draw any conclusions as to the merits of individual cases, 
or to generalize on the justice or injustice of Capital 
Punishment itself. We have sought to present the informa- 
tion available in an objective manner, letting the data 
speak for itself. It is our hope that this study might prove 
informative from a strictly historical point of view. 
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~tfntCd by the Print &op, &boa State Prbon. 
, . I 


