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"ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA.
. S . BY I. M. RUBINOW.
INT RODUCT ION

The present study of the economic condition of the Jews in Russia
offered as a part of a series of studies on immigration and its relation
sial and industrial questlons in the United States. One of the
st important elements in this problem is the dlstnbutlon, both
geographically and industrially, of immigrants arriving in this country.
{ A study of immigration at the present time would not be complete
f - without special attention to the Russian Jews, forming as they do
;- one-eighth of the total number of immigrants now coming to our

“shores, and being found so frequently living and working under

E ‘harmful sweat-shop conditions. Some of the well-known characteris-
E

“tics of these immigrants, such as their tendency to crowd into the
~ great cities and to follow certain definite lines of work to the exclusion
~ of the heavier manual trades and agriculture, will be much better
undemtood after a study of the conditions and restrictions under
whxch they ha.ve worked and lived before coming to this country

JEWISH POPULATION.

: _:Aa fa.r back as authentichistoricrecordsgo, Jews are known to hav

‘lived within the territory at present inctoded in the hmlts %fa&he Rus

'smn Emplre, yet the Russian Empire as s g ow Gyt q‘ the vast”
majority of its Jewish citizens at a compere ;.... v-ceré- dake  Unkid
1772 the number of Jews in Russia proper ®*Syw o\\ bq_c.m-(gwh,‘r
1" then the absolutely prohibitive policy of the Russ.a.u Govewmaeny -
z . ‘made any movement across the Polish-Russian frontier practicaify -

.impossible: The gradual migration of the Jews eastward through
Europe resulted in conoentra,tmg a large number in the Kingdom of
. Poland, in which country and in Lithuania Jews are known to have
. lived as early as the tenth century. The first partition of Poland, in
i : 1792, gave to Russia the section known as White Russia and a part of
thhua.ma, with a large Jewish population; the second partition, in
fj;'1793 and the final partition, in 1795, added the ten Provinces which
~pow constitute the so-called region of the Vistula. Since those events
he Russian Empire has remained the home of at least one-half of the
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. _five Provinces (%) of the eighty-nine Provmces and Temtones: onst
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eutire Jewishrace. While the total number of Jews in the worldls not -
definitely known, the estimate of 11,000,000 is'usually accepted asnearly
correct. According to the Russian census of J anuary 28 (February9), .
1897, the total number of Jews in the Empire was 5,215,805() or about
50 per cent of all theJews inthe world. Since the total population of the
Empire has been determined to be 125,640,021, the proportion of the
Jewish to the total population is therefore only a little over 4 per cent; - :
but this percentage has little more than a theoretical value, because of
the very uneven distribution of the Jews over the entire territory of the
Empire. The policy of the Muscovite Government toward the Jews
throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries was -
thatof absolute exclusion, and with a few quahﬁcatlons the same policy -
has been enforced within the annexed western territories, which contain’
thelarge Jewish population. Thelaw of 1769 definitely limited theJew’
right of domicile to certain Provinces, thus establishing . the strictly
defined Jewish Pale, that law being modified in 1804 by the-
of several Provinces and the exclusion of others. Several | m difie
tions of minor significance have been made in subsequent ye: ,
Pale as it exists to-day was established in 1835 by the ‘“‘Code of
rights of the Jews.” As thus constituted, the Pale consists of twer

a The problem of determining the number of Jews in Russia presents sonie serisis
statistical difficulties, depending upon the different definitions of the word “Jew.” > In"
the census of 1897 both the religion and the nationality were taken account of thelatter’
being based upon.the “mother tongue.” In the case of the Jews the *“Yiddish lan-
guage” was taken as the decisive feature. Accordingly, the following conﬂxctmg state:

nents may be formed: Number of persons of Jewish religion, 5,215,805; number of
wsons of Jewish nationality as determined by the mother tongue, 5,063,156. - A cloeer‘
:amination of the census figures shows that there were enumerated 161, 605 persons of
swish faith who named other languages than the Yiddish as their mother tongue.
te other hand, there were 8,856 persons speaking the Yiddish tongue whose
sith was other than the Hebrew. As the special legislation in regard to Jews applies

- o all persons of Jewish £aith, 5,215,805 ought to be accepted as the correct figure.-Yet
in the census many important tables take the nationality (]a.ngtmge) basis '
Karaites (people of Jewish nationality and faith, but of a different sect

. from all special Jewish legislation) must not be disregarded; of thess

Yiddish as their mother-tongue and are therefore included in the p:
‘The data therefore may be summarized thus:

Persons of Jewish faith claiming Yiddish as their mother to e..
- Persons of Jewish faith claiming other languages as their mother tongue
Persons of other faiths claiming Yiddish as théir mother tongue. AR

Karaites claiming other languages than Yiddish ............_...

Itwneceesaryto add thatoftenmspecldtablesofthecansus
Jews indicated does not agree with either of the totals given here
b The Russian word “gubernia” has often been translated into
ment,” under the influence of the French translation “gouvememént.’_
the mmleadmg nature of this term the word “province” is here preferred
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‘tuting the entire Russian Empire. The Pale begins immediately
south of the Baltic Provinces, stretches throughout the west, and
extends over the south as far east as the Don Army Territory. The
combined territory of the Pale is about 362,000 square miles, or less
than 20 per cent of European Russia and only a little over 4 per cent
of the entire Russian Empire. The Pale includes: .

" 1. In the Kingdom of Poland (or the region of the Vistula), the

Provinces of Warsaw, Kalisz, Kielce, Lomza, Lublin, Petrikau,

Plock, Radom, Suvalki, and Siedlec.

- 2 In Lithuania, the Provinces of Vilna, Kovno, and Grodno.

R 3.“?"In 'White Russia, the Provinces of Minsk, Vitebsk, and Mo-

alev. -~

F “'Af[n ‘southwestern Russxa the Provinces of Volhynia, Podolia,

' “Kl_v‘(except the city of Kiev), Chernigov, and Poltava.
g 5.“In southern (new) Russia, the Provinces of Bessarabia, Kher-
son, “Yekaterinoslav, and Taunda (except the city of Yalta).

‘At _various times many modifications of the absolute prohibition
to enter the interior of Russia' were made; but the entire Russian
' legislation in regard to the Jew’s right of domicile is much too com-
plicated to be given in detail, and consequently only the main fea-
tures will be-stated. Its essentml principle is that, while the general
prohibifion remains in force, the following specified classes of Jews

! are given the privilege of domicile throughout the Empire:
-~ 1. Merchants of the first guild—i. e., merchants paying a very high
t  business license—after having paid that license somewhere within
i *‘the Pale for five consecutive years. This right of living anywhere in
T'Russm., outside of the Pale, lasts only as long as the payment of the
- license is continued, but after ten annual payments the permanent

“right of domicile” w1thm the city in which the payments have been
. made is acquired. .

g “Professional persons, such as physicians, lawyers, dentists,
graduate _engineers, army surgeons, midwives, and graduates of uni-
- versities and higher institutions of learning in general, as well as
-;students in such institutions. A
. 3."Master-artisans working at their trades when admitted to their
.-artisans’ guild, or possessing the mnecessary legal evidence of profi-
~ciency in their crafts. .
- In all these cases the. acquired right of domicile extends to the
~members of ‘the immediate family, and in cases of the merchants
.-of the first guild and the professional persons to a limited number of
servents and clerks of Jewish faith. In regard to the Jewish artisans,
-_».'the limitations are much more numerous; and in 1891 their further
emigration from the Pale into the interior of the Emplre was made
;- éxceedingly difficult, and those artisans who were living in the city,

35 VPRI
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as well as those hvmg in the Province of Moscow, were compelled to
withdraw.

Another considerable class of Jews that is permitted to hve through-
out Russia are the discharged soldiers; but this right is granted only
to those who served in the army prior to 1874.  This class, therefore
can not increase in number. :

Besides these general provisions, there are minor exeeptlons that
grant to limited groups of Jews (usually determined as persons or
descendants of persons who were living in certain localities before
certain dates) the right to remain in specified loecalities, or, in a few
cases, anywhere in the Empire. Among these exceptions are to be
found the resident Jews of Siberia, Turkestan, Caucasus, the Prov-
ince of Courland, and a few other locahtles

The temporary sojourn without the Pale of Jews who have no
right of permanent domicile is strictly limited by law to-from six
weeks to two months, and then only in cases of proved necessity,
such as a lawsuit, commercial transactions, or probating a will. More-
over, in these cases important limitations have been introduced.
Thus, the important city of Kiev has been excepted from the Pale,
and even merchants of the first guild may live only in certain dis-
tricts of that city. In 1893 the city of Yalta was excepted, and the
important cities of Rostov and Taganrog, by being transferred from
the Province of Yekaterinoslav to the Don Army Territory, were
also excluded from the Pale.(%) A

How well the object of this legislation was accomphshed wﬂl be
seen from the following official data:

TOTAL POPULATION OF RUSSIA AND NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS, WITH PER
CENT OF DISTRIBUTION OF JEWS, BY LOCALITIES, 187. -
[Compiled from Premier Recensement Général de la Population de I'Empire de Russlé, 1807.)

- Total popu- Person'sof of Jews Efm‘di:t?‘it

Locality. - Olatlors | Jewish farih. | of total | oD

P on. .| of Jews.
Fifteen Provineas of Palo........-oosuessssssnassasss 32,936,834 | -3,6578327] 109) - .6
........................... €0, 506, 550 211,121 81 a0
Total Europea.n Russla, Proper.........ec...... 93,442,864 | 3,789,448 1] !
Kingdom of Poland......cceeeimieniieniiainaccncann.. 9, 402,253 1,321,100 | - 14.1 ) 258
COUCREUS . «acencncacannoannccamamamaaamaaaaamnnanan 9,280, 364 6,783 |  L.6{uiid
T PR 1 57882 78 3 I 5 R
Middle Asia. ... o000 0ITIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 7,746,718 13,682 2] 3
b 7Y 125,640,021 5,215,805 421 ;,iloo‘.o

Of all the Jews residing in the vast Russm.n Emplre, 93.9° per oent
live in the Pale (including the 10 Polish Provinces), 4.0 per cent, live
in the remaining part of European Russia, and 2.1 per eent. hve m a.ll‘

. @See M. J. Mysh, Rukowodstvo k Russkym zakonam o evreakh (Handbook of
Russian legislation in regard toJews). St. Petersburg, 1904. , '
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the.: Asiatic. possessions of the Empire. The Jews, therefore, con-
stitute almost a negligible part of the population of Russia beyond
the Pale. Hence the present study will naturally be devoted almost
exclusively to the economic conditions within the Pale.

Even within that limited area, the Jews constitute only 11.6 per
cent, or about one-ninth, of the entire populatlon. The proportion
varies considerably from one Province or region to another, and the
reasons for this variation are not difficult to find when the historical
line of migration of the Jews is taken into consideration. The south-
ern Provinces, having been thrown open to the Jews at a compara- /
tively recent date, have a smaller percentage of people of that race

: _tha.n has elther Poland or Lithuania.

£
5 ' “POTAL POPULATION AND NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH POPULATION OF THE
¢l PALE, BY PROVINCES, 1897,
. [Compﬂed fmm Premier Recensement Général de la Population de I’Empire de Russie, 1897.]
Persons of Jewlsh
- - taith.
) - . Total _ | Per .
Province or region. ) °hﬁgg'l’“‘ . oen:rof
Number. total
u-
. tion.
1,591,207 686 12.9
1,603, 409 %’ 4| 175
1,544, 564 212, 666 13.8
4,739,180 697,841 14.7
2,147,621 345,015 16.1
1, 489,246 175, 629 11.8
1,685, 764 203,946 12.1
5,323,631 | 724,600 | 13.6
2,989, 482 395, 882 13.2
3,018,299 370, 612 12.3
,229 433 12.2
2,297,854 114, 452 5.0
2,718,151 110,944 4.0
14,643,015 1,425,618 9.7
1,935, 412 228, 528 11.8 _
2,733,612 339,910 12.4
2,113, 674 101,083 4.8
» 447,790 60, 762 4.2
8,230,488 730,278 9.0
1,931, 867 351,942 18.2
, 597 71,657 8.5
761,995 83,221 10.9
579,502 91,394 15.8
1, 160, 662 156, 13.5
1,403,901 222, 558 15.9
553, 633 51, 454 9.3
814,947 112, 13.8
582,913 59,105 10.2
772,146 121,135 15.7
9, 402,253 1,321,100 14.1
42,338, 567 4,899, 437 11.6

= The Jews living in Lithuania, as well as those who live in White
Russm, are known as thhuaman Jews; the Jews of the ten Polish
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Provinces as Polish Jews, and those who have settled i 11'1 the south-"
western region and in New Russia as southern Jews. ‘From the
American point of view the distinctions are not without some prac- -
tical significance, because the Lithuanian Jews have until recently
constituted the vast majority of the Russian-Jewish immigrants to the
United States. The general culture of the Polish Jews is considerably
lower than that of the Lithuanian Jews. The economic condition of
the Jews in the south of Russia is so much better than that of those in
the northwest that only since the recent disturbances has the emigra-
tion fever touched the Jews of that region. Of all the Jews in the
Empire, the northwestern Jews, comprising those in Lithuania and
White Russia, constitute 27.3 per cent, the Polish Jews 25.3 per cent,
or approximately the same proportion, and the southern Jews, com-
prising those in southwestern and southern (new) Russia, 41.3 per
cent. '
Travelers through western Russia have seldom failed to point out the -
awful congestion of Jews in the cities and towns. The census of 1897 -
shows, however, that the Jews constitute only from 8 to 18 per cent
of the total population of the several provinces. This concentration
of the Jews in cities and towns is due to the so-called “May Laws,” .
promulgated on May 3 (15), 1882, as a result of the ‘series of enti-
Jewish riots in 1881,which prohibited further settlement of Jews within
rural districts, i. e., outside of cities and towns. In practice this
. meant not only prohibition of further emigration of Jews from cities
’- into the céuntry, but an actual elimination of many Jewish house-
holds from rural settlements, and their enforced migration into towns
and the resultant congestion of the latter. The tendency of the
modern age everywhere is toward emigration from the rural districts
to the city; the Jewish race, however, has lived under very exceptional
conditions and for centuries has inhabited the cities almost exclu-
sively. With the general decline of the prosperity of the Russian
and Polish nobility, the making of a living became more difficult for
the Jew and this led to a moderate though unmistakable tendency
to remove to the rural districts. Thither went the petty merchant,
the liquor dealer, the artisan, and finally the prospective Jewish
agriculturalist. The May laws not only stopped this movement but’
forced many of the Jewish families already in the country back into
cities. ‘Again, in 1891, thousands of families of Jewish artisans and
merchants were forced to leave the city of Moscow and other interior.
cities and seek new homes-in the cities of the Pale.- Both the May
laws of 1882 and the new executive orders of 1891 caused a. conmd- L
erable increase in the emigration of Jews to the United States. .
The proportion-of the Jewish population to the total populatlon of
the cities of the Pa.le is shown in the following table: ‘
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JEWISH URBAN POPULATION COMPARED WITH TOTAL URBAN POPULATION IN
THE PALE, BY REGIONS, 1897.

[Complled from Premier Recensement Général de la Population de YEmpire de Russie, 1897.]

o Jewlish urban population ﬁ
Total urban "N

Region. Per cent of

. population. Number. total urban

population.

- LAtRUADIR e oo iiiiieiiiiiaiiaices 595, 742 297,980 50.0
White RUSSIA ... ooeimiaiiiaieiiii e iaeeceaaaaaaas 588, 051 394,847 55.2
Southwestern Ruealp . .. ... l. 1,398,717 502, 830 35.9
Southern (new) Russia ... ... .ol 1 612,613 453,980 28.9
B3 1% (T g 2 158, 662 813,375 37.7
Total........o.o.o.... e eeeeeeeeeeeaeeeaeeaoans 6,353,785 2,393,012 37.7

Thwe data must be taken with many qualifications, for a great

. deal of uncertainty exists in regard to the Russian definition of the

city. Many localities not dignified by the name of “gorod” (city)

are known as ‘“miestechko,” and in these settlements the Jews have

retained the right of domicile. These ‘“miestechkos’ have the eco-
nomic function of the American village—i. e., they serve as the com-
mercial, and, to a small degree, the industrial centers of the surround-
ing country. The Russian vﬂlage as is well known, is usually an
agricultural community, and in these villages the Jew is proh1b1ted

. from settling.

Interesting data that throw some hght upon the concentration of
Jews within the cities and the ‘“ miestechkos” have been gathered by
the agents of the St. Petersburg committee of the Jewish Coloniza-
tion Society.(%) According to the reports of these agents, the urban
Jewish population of the Pale at the end of the nineteenth century
amounted to 3,809,361, or 77.8 per cent of the total Jemsh popula-

~_tion of the Pale in 1897

JEWISH UBBAN POPULATION IN THE PALE IN 1898 COMPARED WITH TOTAL JEWISH
POPULATION IN THE PALE IN 1897, BY REGIONS.

[Thaﬂgnru for 1807 are ﬁ'om Premier Recensement Général de la Population de I'Empire de Busale,
those for 1808 are from the Report of the Jewish Colonization Society.]

Jewish urban population
_ (18%).
‘ Total Jewish
Region. poaulaﬁon %?'w"glt
. 807). Number. Jewish

- pozmlation
Northwestam Russla (Lithuania and White Russia) . ... 1,422, 431 1,213,054 '85.3
Russif .o iiiiiiiiiii e, 1, 425,618 978, 406 68.6
Gouthem (Mew) Bussif .. .oooooiiiiaiaiiciaiaceiaaaaaa 730,278 511,487 0.0
egreemeneeenemeaaameennenmnenneemmemnmeemmeeannnnn 1,321,100 1,106, 414 8.7
' Total. oo 4,809, 427 3,809, 361 7.8

£ °. «In 1908 an extensive investigation into the economic condition of the Russian Jews was under-

§ . taken by agents of the society. As a result of theses investigations two volumes were published in

I the spring of 1905, entitled “ 8bornik Materialov ob Economicheskom Polozhenii Evreev v Rossil”

- (CoBection of material in regard to the economic condition of the Jews in Russia). These volumes

" .. oontain & wealth of statistical information which has been freely used in this study. In fact the
_statistioal data have been taken from these volumes unless otherwise credited.
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In the following table is given the percentage which-the urban Jews
form of the total numbers of Jews in each region embraced within
the Pale as shown by the census of 1897. “The figures relate only to
those cities that are incorporated:

JEWISH POPULATION OF INCORPORATED CITIES COl[PARED WITH TOTAL JEWISH
POPULATION IN THE PALE, BY REGIONS, 1897. .

[Compiled from Premier Recensement Général de la Population de 'Empire de Bussle, 1897 ]

Jewish population in In- |

corporated duea '.:

Total Jewish R

Region- po_pulation. gfett(mllt 3

Number. Jewial 3
LAtRUADIS .. - oeoeemeneo e eie e oo eie e e e ececaens 697,841 297,980 o7 F
White RUSSIA .. .oooeeini i iicieieaienaaaas 724,500 ) 324,847 4.8 . =
Southwestern Russia.........c.oooioiionaaoaaaaiaaas 1, 425,618 -502, 830 3.3 3
Southern (new) Russia........ e eeemeecmetec e eeaae 730,278 453,99 | .- @3 =
Poland........cocieieiaano.... eeeesesesectcececcaeracaean _ 1,321,100 813,375 6.6 %
TOEAL - e e oceeeeeeeecmceeeeeeaeeeeeeeae e ean 4,800,427 2,303,012 )

It is almost certain that the data obtained in the private investig
tion are far from complete, and that the proportion of Jews livin
outside of the urban communities is considerably smaller than ‘one-
fifth. It is characteristic that the percentage of Jews living in rural -
districts is highest in the west and in the southwest, where, as will ~ -
be shown, the Jews have attained considerable success in agricultural
pursuits and where their general economic position is better. Of -
those Jews who have taken &dvantage of the right to m1grate from
their old homes in Poland and in Lithuania to the new region, a large
proportion has ev.dently preferred the country to the city. Thisis
significant as additional evidence of the fact (if additional evidence
were necessary) that the remarkable concentration of Jews in the
city is not a result of economic choice, or even economic neoessxty,‘
but of enforced legislative limitations.

As was stated before, the Jews were a commercial and mdustnal: :
race before they arnved in Poland, and therefore a strong element
in urban population; but perhaps nowhere else have they become
such a large part of the urban population as in western Russm. SR

e ) S

JEWISH POPULATION COHPABED WITH TOTAL POPULATION OF CITIEB iNVESTI
GATED BY JEWISH COLONIZATION S8OCIETY, BY REGIONS 1898.

: Total pﬁh— (
Region. .| tionof citiesIn-
-1 wvestigated.

Northwestern Russla 2,093,259
Southwestern Russia 2, 585, 763
Southem (new) Russia._._. 1,945,379
...................................................... 2, 702, 846

PN 7.1 R SO . 9,307, 247
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The difference between these data and those of the official census
is explained by the development of large cities both in Poland
(Warsaw, Lodz, etc.) and in the south (Odessa and others). The
Jewish “‘miestechko,” with its economic stagnation and almost total
absence of industry, is characteristic of the northwestern provinces.
These little towns supply a large number of the Jewish emigrants to
the United States.

The greatest congestion is found in the six northwestern provinces,
where the Jews constitute almost three-fifths of the population of
the cities. In Poland the recent development of textile industries
has attracted to the cities a considerable element of German and
Polish workingmen,: while the mechanical, iron, and mining indus-

- tries of the south have drawn upon the surrounding Russian peas-
‘antry. The congestion of Jews in the cities of Lithuania has been
‘most acutely felt, especially since the May laws of 1882 and the
‘stringent regulations of 1891, and it is, therefore, no coincidence that
~ the region which shows the greatest percentage of Jews in cities also

gives‘the greatest number of emigrants. Scarcely a Jewish family
can be found in Lithuania that has not some members in the New
World.

Tt must be remembered that the census data refer to the beginning
of 1897, i. e., ten years ago. The well-known fecundity of the Jewish
race on the one hand and the vast migratory element on the other
must have introduéed many important changes in the statistics of
Jewish population, which can not be ascertained with any degree of

" accuracy. The census of 1897 was the first actual enumeration of

population ever undertaken by the Russian Government, and it is

- therefore impossible to determine even the rate of increase. An
official determination of the Jewish populatlon ‘was, however, made

; for Poland in 1890 and for the remaining fifteen provinces of the

Pale in 1881, which gives some basis for comparison of the Jewish
¥ P population at these dates with that of 1897, and upon which the
E-’_"apprommate rate of increase may be computed

JEWISH POPULATION’ IN THE PALE IN 1881 AND 1897, WITH NUMBER AND PER CENT

OF INCREASE, BY REGIONS.

[The figures for 1881 and those for Poland in 1890 are taken from official publicatxons of the Russian
. mestry of the interior.]

L ~ . : Increase in 16 years.

Region. 1881. 1897. Per

. . i Number. cent.
" Northwestern RUSSIA -« -« eoemnemeeneeneneeanannn. 1,243,007 | 1,422,431 179,424 |  14.4
... Bouthwestern RUSSI& - .o .oooveiiiinnannnnnnnnnn. 1,215,393 1,495,618 210,225 17.3
a.g;;,Southern Russia ... 453,765 | - 730,278 276,513 60.9
ST 7 PSS fevemeen 2,912,165 | - 3,578,327 665,162 | 22.9
: SRS -] 1,134,268 | 1,321,100 186,832 | v16.5

e In 1890. o : : b Increass in 7 years.
16251—0S——7
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An inerease of 22.9 per cent durmg sixteen years equals ab(mt I 4
per cent per year, a very moderate increase indeed.  In Peland the:
increase (during seven years) in absolute figures was greater than in.
northwestern Russia during s period more than twice as long, the
average annual increase being sbout 2.4 per cent. The average

annual increase in northwestern Russia was less than 1 per cent..
This remarkable difference is undoubtedly due to emlgmtmn, not
only te foreign lands, but also to the southern provineces, since the
growth of the number of Jews in the south by 60.9 per cent in.

w,-.;«.s;,z-:.,.j;-‘m@‘mgw.mwww

R

sixteen years would have been 1mp0ssxb]e without consxderable immi-

gration from the northwestern region. There is some migration
from Lithuania into the industrial region of Poland, notably the
textile district of Lodz, but it is not very large, and there is prob-

ably a correspondingly laxge,emigration of Polish Jews to the United

States. The rate of increase shown by the Jews in Poland may,

therefore, be considered fairly normal. The natural annual increase

of the Jewish population in Russia would seem to amount to at least
100,000 or 110,000 persons, and in the ten years which have passed"‘ ,

since the census of 1897 to a little over 1,000,000, but emigrati

must have considerably reduced this increase. The number. 6&;,
Russian-Jewish emigrants to the United States alone amounted to
- many hundreds of thousands, and there was a considerable emigra-

tion of Russian Jews to Great Britain, while slighter currents car-

ried them to many other countries of the civilized world. At present -
the emigration to the United States alone is sufficient to offset

the entire natural increase, the total emigration possibly causing a
reduction of the Jewish population in Russia, not only in relative

but in absolute figures. The last two years, however, were abnor-

mal in a great many ways and can not be considered a fair measure

of the normal Russian-Jewish emigration. During the years 1898

to 1902 the emigration was considerably smaller, and it may’safely
be assumed that the total Jewish populat.lon in Russm. ‘at present

is about 5,500,000.

No less sugmﬁcant is the tendency of the Jewish population toward
wider distribution. It has been shown above that the increase in -
southern (new) Russia was considerably greater than in the rest of
the Pale. The comparison with the increase of the non-Jewish -

population emphasizes this point.

PER CENT OF INCREASE OF NONJEWISH AND JEWISH POPULATION IN 15 PB.OV-
INCES OF THE PALE, 18381 TO 1897.
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Anothes inv ket has  subliwided the Provinces of the Pale
ftzlub\usw* °F'?°\:;‘g % \'bygstem, middle, and eastern Provinces,
Ve -\*.,(;o\\\suhg atts: (%)

m f\ve westton Provinces the Jewish population increased 7.5 per

“at; Qfaur middle Provinces the Jewish population increased 29.3
[aércent .An six eastern Provinces the Jewish population increased
146.8 per cent.

Notwithstanding the legal difficulties, the eastward pressure of
the Jewish population is clearly felt within the-limits rigidly pre-
scribed by the Government. This in itself suffices to explain why
of all the special legislation affecting the Jew that which limited his

: nght of domicile caused bitter complaints even many years before

the :present acute struggle for the emancipation of the Jew began
If it be remembered that 125,000 Jews found the means to emi-
grate to the United States within one year—though the voyage
requires considerable capital—it will be understood that upon the
destruction of legal barriers there would follow a considerable
migration to the interior of Russia, where the prizes offered to
business enterprise or skilled trades are no smaller than in the
United States. Still stronger is the tendency toward removal to
the rural districts, as such movement means a closer proximity
to the natural customer of 'the commercial and the industrial Jew.
Notwithstanding the strict supervision exercised by the authorities,
the efforts of the Jew to enter the forbidden regions in circumvention
of existing legislation are frequent and persistent.

At first glance there appears to be no valid reason why the simple

’fact of the ethnic and religious homogeneity of 40, 50, or even 60 per
‘cent of the population of some cities of western Russm should be
_considered a cause of economic distress. But when the involuntary

nature of this concentration is understood the problem becomes much

| - OCCUPATIONS. |
‘The historical origin of the strict Jewish exclusion laws is to be

“found in the spirit of religious antagonism which was perfectly

natural in the stage of culture that existed in Russia before the

‘nineteenth- century. On the other hand, the spirit of isolation
 which was strong in the Jew of Poland and Lithuania was no less an
‘obstacle to the diffusion of the Jewish population throughout Russia.

During the first three-quarters of the nineteenth century gradual

eﬂorts ‘were made on both sides to break down the Wall between

. @See Sbormk Materialov ob Economicheskom Polozhenu Evreev v Rossii (Collec-

" tion of material in regard to the economnc condition of the Jews in Russia). Vol. I,
- page Xxxiv.
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the Jews and the Russians. The Government recognized the advisa:
bility of utilizing the commercial talents, the industrial enterprise, and
the professional skill of the Jew, which were to some degree lacking’
in the mass of the Russian people. Western culture gradually forced:
its way into the Jewish communities and for a time the <ideal of
Russification had most ardent supporters in the Jewish young gen:
eration. Since 1875 the conditions have considerably changed. . The
Jewish right of domicile throughout Russia has been subject to fur-
ther limitations, as already mentioned, and these are defended on
entirely different grounds. The religious argument was laid aside §
and the economic argument emphasized instead. ~ The argument is :
that the entire Jewish race is a race of traders, and therefore exploiters, &
and that the free admission of the Jews into the interior of Russia
would be to the extreme disadvantage of the entire Russian nation. ’§
It is argued that when inclosed within the narrow limits of the Pale ¥
and enjoined from entering the villages the injury of the exploiting 73
Jew to the economic well-being.of the Russian peasant would be 3
reduced to a minimum. This line of argument has been circulated -
even beyond the boundaries of Russia and undoubtedly not -without !
some influence upon the public mind. This makes the data-in
regard to the occupations of the Russian Jews important and doubly
interesting. :
TOTAL JEWISH POPULATION AND NUMBER ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, *,

BY OCCUPATIONS, 1897. "

[From the Premier Recensement Général de la Population de I’Empire de Raussie, 1897.]

Persons engaged in gainful |_. )
i : Members
Cﬁags Occupation. occupations. of their | Total.
Male. | Female. | Total. families.
1 | Administration, justice, and police ........ 890 18 908 2, 609 - 3,517
2 |‘Municipal and local civil service............ 1,667 12 1,679 | . 5844 7,823
3 | Privatelaw practice.......... ... .. ... 1,028 9 1,037 - 3,268 4,305
4| Armyandpavy...............o...Lllllll 53,194 |.......... 53,194 83| 54277
5 | Clergymen, orthodox....................... 173 21 104 510 704
6 | Clergymen, other Christian........_....... 82 2 84 204 . 288
7 | Clergymen, non-Christian.............. ... 6,030 2 032 | 20,182} 26,214
8 | Persons scrving about churches, ete. ... ... 13,907 196 14,103 47,504 61,607
9 | Teachers and edueators...... ..| 33,609 1,664 ,273 |- 90,241} 125,514 %
10 | Science, literature, and art .. .. 2,704 166 2,870 52521 . 812 %
11 | Medical and sanitary work................. 6,84 206 9,770| 1645| 26,185
12 | Service for charitable organizations......._. 163 34 197 {. 432 620
13 | Personal and domestic service............. 61,992 | 113,740 | 175,732
14 | Living on income from capital or sup- :
| yported byrelatives....................... 33,346 25,074 58, £20
15| Supported by the treasury or by charitable ]
institutions. . ...... . ... ... 11,371 8,765 20,136
16 | Prisonersand conviets.............oooo. 3, 4 4,321
17 ] Agriculture. ... .. ..o cociiiiiiiiiiaaaa. 29,047 4,054 33,101
18 | Agriculture and sericulture................ 61 [ 66
19 ; Cattle raising, etc............. .. 1,789 305 2,004
20 | Forestry and forest industries. 3,291 . ] 3,350
21 | Fishing'end hunting.......... 1,955 15 1,970
2| Mining. ... . 1,331 50 1,381
23 | MetalsmeltIng ... ... ..coceueemocaeannaann.. . B 37
24 | Manufactures of animal products.......... 20,771 705 21,476 |.
25 | Manufacturesof wood.......cccocceenaao.. 41, 506 1,019 42 525
26 | Textileindustry.........ccooeiviciincnnnn.. 21,454 13,158 34,612
27 | Manufacturesof metal..........cccouuen... 42,828 61 | 43,449 ]
28 | Pottery and ceramic industry.............. 5,017 34 5,358
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TOTAL IEWISH POPULATION AND NUMBER ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS,
BY OCCUPATIONS, 1897—Concluded

. Persons engaged in gainful
Members
Class | Occupation. occupations. of their | Total.’
Male. | Female.| Total. |femilies.
29 | Chemical industriy ........................ 5,137 1,843 6,980 | 13,742 20,722
30 | Production of spirituous hquors ........... 3,972 116 4,088 12,225 16,313
31 | Production of other beverages. ............ 2,239 255 2, 494 7,170 9, 664
32 | Production of foods, animal and vegetable..| 38,713 7,443 46,156 | 137,160 183,316
33 | Tobacco, and tobacco manufactures. . ... .. 4,432 3,424 7,856 9, 690 17,546
34 Prmtl&g and paper industries........... ... 13,487 2,222 15,769 25, 804 41,513
35 | Scientific instruments, watches, and toys.. 7,143 73 7,216 14,245 21, 461
36 | Jewelry, painti a.rtlcles of luxury, etc... 6,349 162 6, 511 12,026 18, 537
37 | Manufacture of clothing.................... 202, 714 51,670 | 254,384 | 528,070 782, 454
38 | Building lndustry .......................... 38,847 39,019 | 113,659 152, 678
39 | Carriage and wooden ship makmg ......... 245 5 250 723 973
) 40 | All other persons employed in manufactur-
A _ } ingindustry (manufacturers, clerical em- -
€00 ployees,ete.) cceeennnnniieianaiiaaaa, 2,588 474 3,062 5,967 9,029
SN ) B Trsnsportation by water.................. 2,020 30 2,050 7,702 9,752
- 42 1 Railroad employees._..... ... ............. 1,807 49 1,856 5,128 6,984
- - 483 Carl: anddraying. ... .................. 38,050 337 | 38,387 | 132,337 | 170,724
) 44 r means of ‘communication and
2 . rtation. ......c..oeoennnn... .. 3,203 a2 3,325 9,379 12, 704
45 Post telegraph, and telephone...... 310 16 326 818 1,144
46 | Institutions of credit and insurance. ....... 2,299 109 2,408 5,376 7,784
47 | Comnmercial middlemen...cceeenveeea...... 15,423 552 15,975 53, 581 69, 556
48 | General COMMEICe . eae o eieeernncnranncnnnnnn 80, 637 15, 578 96,215 , 722 398,937
4 [ Cattletrading. ... oo 15,745 172 15,917 62, 669 78, 586
1T ingrain.....ccooocceiiiiiiiaaa.s 46,483 2, 480 48,963 | 172,624 221, 587
51 | Trading in all other agricultural produets..| 115,343 29,716 | 145,059 | 442,048 587,107
] 'l‘rs,dlng in structural material and in fuel..| 27,051 662 27,713 94,004 121, 807
53 | Trading in various goods for domestic use. . 4,810 1,043 5,853 15, 967 21,820
54 demg in metal goods, machinery, and
: N RS T O S S 6,298 551 6,849 | 20,899 27,748
= .85 demg in textiles and clothing........... 38, 470 5,713 44,183 114 700 158,883
56 in furs, leather,etc................ 11,774 777 12, 551 , 153 54,704
< 57 Tra.dmg in articles of luxury, science, arts,
........................................ 2,776 289 3,065 7,695 10,760
58 Tra.d inother goods. ...c.oomenunenenn... 6,953 619 7,512 | 19,979 27,551
11} Peddlers and hucksters. ................... 14,812 5,058 19,870 49,850 69,720
60 | Hotel and restaurant keepers...... - 8, 534 1,970 10, 504 32,682 43,186
61 | Dealers in spirituous liquors. 1 10,802 1,334 | 12,136 44, 440 56,576
@62 | Cleanliness and hygiene...... . 5,489 3,508 8,997 18,237 27,234
63 | Indefinite occupations. ... - 12,276 4,430 16, 706 25,770 42,476
64 | Prostitutes.......... ... 128 1,148 1,276 488 1,764
65 | Occupations unknown..................... 7,484 7,943 15, 427 16,037 31,464
Total. e 1,204,037 | 325,370 |1,530,307 (3,532,849 | 5,063,156

~ For a concise and clear statement of the main facts of this table it
has been thought desirable to prepare a table that will be, as far as
“possible, comparable with the occupation grouping of the United States
. ceénsus. For this purpose it was necessary to-eliminate several classes
. that are omitted in United States occupation statistics, namely,
~ class 14, “living on income from capital, or supported by relatwes”’
- class 15, “supported by the treasury or by private charitable institu-
-tions;”” class 16, ‘““prisoners and convicts;” class 64, “prostitutes;”
- a.nd class 65, ““ occupations unknown.”
=" The one dewatlon from the United States system permltted is the
Adxstmctlon between those occupied in commerce and those in trans-
'portatlon.
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With these modifications the dlstnbutlon of the Russian- Jews mto

the main occupation groups is as follows:

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE ENGAGED IN EACH
GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, BY SEX, 1897.

[Compiled from Premier Recensement Général de la Population dé ’Empire de Russie, 1897.]

%’(‘):% Group of occupations. Males. ‘:3:_ Females. c}::{. Total,. ] ;;el;
17-21 | Agricultural pursuits.................... 36,143 | 3.1] 448| 1.6 4061 2.9

1-3,5-11 | Professional service..................o... 66,944 | 5.8 5,006 | 1.8 71,950 5.0
4,125,13, |l Personal service(s) . ... ..oevmeeeennn. 152,450 | 13.3 | 125,016 [ 4.3 | 277,466 | 19.4

% 2240 | Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits.| 458,810 | 39.9 83,753 | 29. 7 542,663 | 37.9

4145 | Transportation. ... ... ... ... ... 45,450 | 4.0 464 45,944 3.2

46-59 | Commercial pursuits(e) .................. 388,874 | 33.9 03,319 2. 4 452,193 | 31.6

b 03 7 Y S D 1,148,701 {100.0 { 282,026 (100.0 | 1,430,727 | 100.0

e In order to make figures comparable with figures in the United State's census, hotel, restaurant,

and saloon keepers are included in personsal service.

- In view of the theory generally accepted both in Rlissia. and in’the_‘
United States that the European Jew is in the majority of cases a |
merchant and only in America is transformed into a productlvei U
worker, it is important to emphasize the fact that of those who' were’-; ‘
employed in 1897 only one-third of the males and less than one-

fourth of the females were occupied in commercial undertakings, or
only 31.6 per cent of all the Jews employed, while the manufacturing

and mechanical pursuits claimed almost two-fifths of those engaged

in gainful occupations.

The small number of Jews engaged in agriculture is clearly brought

out in the table. The economic function of the Jewish population of
Russia may be further elucidated by a comparison of the occupation
statistics of the Jews with those of the non-Jewish populatlon of
Russia. -
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS AND OF OTHER PERSONS IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE
ENGAGED IN EACH GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, 1897.
[Compiled from Premier Recensement Gé‘néral de 1a Population de ’Empire de Russie; 1897.]

Persons X e
Group of occupations. ) otl}:l;:::an cf:{_ Jows. g::z.
Agricultural pursuits.... ... .ol 18,204, 676 60.5 40,611 LI 2.

* Professional service........ ...l e eceeamcetaean 916,863 3.0 71,950 5
Personal Service(a) . . .c..iiiini i iiiiaiacieeiacaaanas 4,872,546 16.2 271,466 | 19.
Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits....................... 4,627,356 15.4 542,563 | . 379

s Transportation.. ... .. . il 668, 801 2.2 459044 8.
COMMErCe(8) . c.cuuuenerecieeeeneaecreasasesnscaesonascanace 804,137 2.7 452,193 | 31.

G L T 30,094,379 | 100.0 | 1,430,727 | 1009

@ In order to make figures comparable with figures in the United States census, hotel, mstsnmnt.-' L

and saloon keepers are included in personal serviee.

-

According to this table, 60.5 per cent of the non-Jewish populatlon‘

in gainful occupations in Russia were engaged in agriculture, while of

he Jews 2.9 per cent were so employed. Of persons other than Jews : T
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‘only 2.7 per cent were engaged in commerce, while 31.6 per cent of

the Jews were so engaged. The proportion of Jews in manufacturing
and mechanical pursuits was nearly two and a half times as great as
that of persons other than Jews employed in those pursuits. Although
the Jews constitute only a little over 4 per cent of the entire Russian
population, the number of Jews employed in manufacturing and
mechanical pursuits is 10.5 per cent of the total population so
engaged and the Jews engaged in commerce represent 36 per cent of
the whole commercial class. The table shows, however, that the
entire commercial class in Russia constitutes only 4 per cent and
the Jews engaged in commerce only 1.4 per cent of the total number
of persons in gainful occupations in Russia.

- Since the Jews occupy but a small portion of the vast Empire, a
comparison limited to that portion seems to promise more practical

: “results.

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS AND OF OTHER PERSONS IN THE PALE ENGAGED
- IN EACH GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, 1897.

[Compiled from Premier Recensement Général de la Population de 'Empire de Russie, 1897.]

Persons
Total em-| Per Per Per
Group of occupations. ployed. cont. Jews. cent. of%zl;vt;fan cent.
Agncultura.l pursuits..................... 6,071,413 | 55.9 38,538 2.9 6,032,875 63.2
Professional service..........oooeae..... 317,710 2.9 67 238 5.1 250, 472 2.6
Personal service(d) .........coieenan.... 2,139,981 19.7 250 078 18.8 | 1,889,903 19.8
Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits..| 1,573,519 14.4 504, 844 37.9 | 1,068,675 11.2
Transportation .. .......c..oocoiciainna-. 211,983 2.0 44,177 3.3 167, 806 1.8
Commerce(a) .......ccevemeinennceanacann. 556, 086 5.1 426,628 3.0 129, 458 1.4
Total. - et eteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenaas 10,870,692 | 100.0 | 1,331,503 | 100.0 | 9,539,189 100.0

aIn order to make figures comparable with figures in the United States census, hotel, restaurant,
and saloon keepers are included in personal service; hence the totals for commerce in this ‘table do not

-, agree with those given in the tables on pages 554 and 556.

With a commercial class that amounts to only 5.1 per cent of the
working population of the Pale, the claim of the overcrowding of

- that class would hardly seem ]ust1ﬁed and the Jews inhabiting the

large cities naturally fill this class. Within the Pale - the Jews
employed in commerce constitute more than four-fifths of all persons

- so employed, and in the industrial class (manufacturing and mechan-

ical pursuits) more than one-third.

In reality the contrast between the number of Jews employed in
the various groups of occupations and the number of persons other
than Jews employed in the same groups is still stronger than these
tables indicate, because of the peculiarities of the Russian occupa-
tion statistics. In the class of persons employed all persons actually
working are not reported, but only the “self-dependent” ones.

- Thus, of a large agricultural family, containing from three to six
: a.dult workers, only one person—the head of the family—is reported
- as “employed in family,” while in the United States census all persons
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occupied in farm work would be so reported. If the children and
dependents are added, the agricultural class swells considerably,
and the percentage of the commercial classis correspondingly reduced.
An analysis of the statistics of the occupations of the Jews by
separate regions shows that, while there is a general uniformity,
there are characteristic differences in the distribution, especially
in the comparative proportions of the industrial and commercial
classes. In the northwest, namely, in Lithuania and in White
Russia, the industrial occupations claim a much greater proportion
of the employed than commerce (44.2 per cent against 23.8 per cent
and 42.2 per cent against 27.4 per cent, respectively). This differ-
ence is significant in view of the greater congestion of the Jews in
the northwest and their lower economic condition, as will be indi- .
cated in another section. It will be shown that in these Provinces
there is a process of rapid shifting from the commercial pursuits to
industrial work, and here also the labor movement is strongest. It
is from these Provinces that until very recently emigration to the
United States was strongest. The following table shows the distribu-
tion of Jews in the various occupation groups for each region of the
Pale and for Russia outside of the Pale:
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS IN EACH GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS IN THE
PALE, BY REGIONS, AND IN RUSSIA OUTSIDE OF THE PALE, 1897.

[Compxled from the separate reports on Provinces of Premier Recensement Général de 1a Population
de ’Empire de Russie, 1897.]

s so T Southwestern Southern (new)
Lithuania. { White Russia. Russia. Russis.
Groups of gainful occupations. B ; o N P e
- er : er um- | Per er

Number. | ,ony : Number.| song | “per. | cent.|NUmber.| copg.

Agricultural pursuits ................. 8,279 4.0 8,23 | 4.2 6,427 1.7 9,614 4.5

Professional service........cceevianan. 10,455 | 5.1 11,566 | 5.8 21,226 | 5.6 10,571 4.9

Personal service(a) co.cooieennananann. 33,819 | 19.0 31,865 | 46.1 | 62,112 | 16.5 37,4713 | 17.6

Manufacturing and mechanical pur—

- guits co.o...... 44.2 | 83,656 | 42.2 (132,767 | 865.8 | 74,861 | 84.7

Transportation 59| 8507 4.3]11,481] 8.1 6, 202 2.9

Commerce(a) .... 23.8 54,359 27.4 142,368 | 87.8 76,161 | 85.5

Totale e ieiiieiiieee e 204,586 ]100.0 | 198,166 [100.0 |s76. 401 Foo.o 214,872 | 100.0

— Russia out- | Russian Em- v

Poland. Pale. gideof Pale. | .  pire.
Groups of gainful occupations. P P N P P
er | er um- | Per er

Number. | oone (Number.| oo [ “per. | cent. Number.| .one.

Agricultural pursuits ................. 5,60 | 1.8| 88,538 29| 2073| 21| 4611 29

Professional service......c.ccaenuann.. 13,430 | 4.0 67,238 | 5.1 4,712| 4.7] 7,90} 5.0

Personal 8ervice(a) ..ooeeverrncnnnn... 79,809 | 23.6 | 250,078 | 18.8 | 27, 27.6 | 277,466 | 19.4
Manufactunng and mechanical pur- S

103 C 123,718 | 86.6 | 504,844 | 37.9 | 87,719 .| 88.0 | 542,663 | 87.9 .

Transportation...........ccceeeeeann.. 9,934 | 29| 44177 83| 1,767] 1.8 | 45,944 8.2

Commerce(a) «.cceevvennencracnennnnn. 105,142 | 31.1 b426 628 | 82.0 | 25,565 | 26.8 | 452,193 | 81.6

P {117 ) DR 838,028 |100.0 |1,831,503 |100.0 | 99,224 100.0 1,480,727 100.0

aln order to make ﬁiures comparable with figures in the United States census, hotel restaurant,

and saloon keepers are includeéd in personal service.

5 le:ls total does not agree with that shown in the tables on pages 551 and 556 for the rea.son stated
n note a.
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NUMBER OF JEWS ARRIVING IN THE UNITHD STATES DURING EACH OF THE
YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1901 TO 1906, BY OCCUPATIONS—Concluded.

Occupation. ‘ 1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906.
Skilled trades—Concluded. I
ShoemAaKerS. . cuo o oiiiiiiia e iaaccnnenaeeeat 12841 1,285 1,614 | 2,763 | 3,824 2,353
Stonecutters. . ... ..ot ‘ 10 12 21 24 32 ¢ 21
PAIOTS . <o e i iiiciieiieiiaaciaeaeaa 5,881 6,110 | 9,233 | 16,426 | 22,334 | 18,418
Tanners and Curriers. ...................coccceann 311 270 497 U7 531 1254
B 10 S 11 5 1<) o R ! 427 517 727 882 | 1,016 832
Tobacco manuficturers........oocoeveeneecceanns 297 232 346 532 651 560
Upholsterers ............................................. N 229 23 228
atch andclockmakers.._.__._..... . _......... : 249 196 333 561 667 720
Weaxers and spinners and other textile workers. 172 ; 127 287 481 963 620
Wheelwrights. . ... .o iiiiiaiiiiiiiaaa i 9! 19 31 28 74 51
WOOAWOTKCTS. o vveeeeiicneeeecaaaanaaceaaaaneann eeaann | N SN 271 283 213
Not specified.....ooiiiimii i iiaiiaeaaan : 1,399 | 1,053 | 1,280 857 985 744
TOtAY - - oo e e P18,352 { 17,841 | 27,071 | 45,100 | 60,135 | 51,141
Miscellancous: S [ | i
ABENUS oo e anan | 8 4! 6 26 31 82
BanKerS. . e | S i 1 7 5 10
Draymen, hackmen, etc....... ... . ..o ...... | PO eeceean eeraccan 33 61 44
Y5 ¢ 137 £ T H 46 65 122 168
Farm laborers. ... .. ... i iiiiiieiiiiieaes 334 296 498 1,712
Hotel keepers... 20 18 24 29
Laborers....... . 6,664 | 8,371 8,159 8,378
Manufacturers. . S S PURIUUIPU PO 74 90 47
Merchants...__. 2,363 3.464 | 4,59 3,495
Servants. ............... 7,039 | 9,292 | 8,000 9,839
Not specified. ... .ccooeineiioiniaiiaiaiiccaannns 1,008 153 -155
B3 713 PPN 7,745 ! 13,616 ; 17,481 | 21,799 | 21,741 I 24,370
v e
Nooccupation. .. ... .. i i iiiiiiiiiaaiiiaaaan 31,707 ; 25,952 | 31,152 | 38,485 | 46,871 i 77,143
Total Hebrew immigrants.........ocoaio.... 58,098 i 57,088 | 76,203 [1%,236 129,910 I 153,748

It appears that 63.0 per cent of the Jewish immigrants during
the period 1901 to 1906 who were fit to pursue a gainful occupation
belong to the class of industrial workers, and undoubtedly a large
proportion of the common laborers classified with personal service
(a.ccording to the scheme followed by the United States census) are
in reality industrial workers.

In the followmg table the occupatlons in the preceding table have
been grouped in accordance with the scheme of the Twelfth Census
of the United States:

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH IMMIGRANTS TO THE UNITED 8TATES EN(.}AGED
IN EACH GROUP OF OCCUPATIONS FOR THE PERIOD 1901 TO 1905.

[Compiled from data présented in Annual Reports of the Commissioner-General of Immigration.]

Group of occupations. Number. | Percent.

Agricultural pursuits. . ... ... e 4,155 1.3
Professional Serviee. ... ..o o i iiiiiiiiicieicariaccacaaccacaaaaan 4,172 1.3
Domestic and personal service. . ... .. .iiiiiiieiiiiciiicicreccacacaacaaaaa 83,272 25.2
Trade and transportation. . ... ..ooiuiiuiiiiiiiiiiii it ieaiiareacencencaaanaaans 27,557 8.3
Manufacturing and mechanleal pursuits.... .. . ...l 2.)8 447 63.0
MiSCellaneous «.ouieieeenenemim it ieiiccicicicecicaicacaeaas 2,970 .9
TORAL .o eeeeneenemeeeie e e e e e e e e e e eeen e e e e eneanannenaenns 30,573 | 100.0

The statement has often been made that in the United States the
Russian Jew has for the first time learned manual labor. The sta-
tistics of the occupations in Russia, as well as those of the United
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States 1 ureaﬁ of Imm1grat10n show that such ‘a statement is not
warranted.” While the point of religion has not been touched upon,
study -of the data presented in the Twelfth Census of the United

- States- relatwe to the occupation of the Russian Jews in New York

"' ff"'Clty shows that skilled and unskilled labor predominate in the

¢ various means employed by these Jews in order to earn a livelihood.

- A great deal of statistical information in regard to the Russian Jews
i-in New York City may be obtained from the report on “Occupa-

T
1
3’

tlons, gince in that report the persons employed in gainful occupa-
| tlons are‘classﬁed bynativity. As the natives of Finland, Russia, and
enterlng the Umted States are separate]y reported, and as

FER CENT OF ALL NATIONALITIES AND OF RUSSIANS IN NEW YORK CITY ENGAGED
R IN:EACH GROUP OF OOCUPATIONS BY SEX, 1900.

) ) Males. Females. Total.
'Group of ocoupations. . Al - | an All
N ]| nation- :}::; nation- sI}us; nation- Bus—
s alities. | %409 | g)ities. | SIBDS- | glities. | S2DS
tural pussuite............. e 0.9 0.3 0.1 0.2 ] 0.7 0.3
[ SCEVICE ... icaoaas 5.5 3.0 6.1 1.5 5.7 2.7
& D¢ andpersonal service. c—-- 18.7 | 5.1 39.9 12.5 24.0 6.7
Trade and tmnsport&txon.; .............. . 36.8 30.5 17.8 14.5 32.0 27.0
turin ‘dmchanie&lputsmts.. 38.1 61.1 36.1 71.3 37.6 63.3
.0 0 0 .0 0 100.0

.P‘
he percenta,ge of all the other elements of the New York
,pulatxon engaged in gamful occupations:
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- The claim has also beén made that the choxce of occupatloﬁs as
prlmarlly a question of national predilection, and from -this point ¥
of view the tendency of the Russian Jew to go into trade has been;
usually judged. While it has been shown above how ‘greatlyf-'}}'
exaggerated this supposed tendency is, the data in regard to the::
occupations of the Russian Jews in New York City seem to furnish
strong evidence that economic conditions, such as opportunities ¥
and local demand, have a much more decisive influence than mere §
national predilection, and that even the latter may be nothing more ;
than the result of the accumulated effect of economic conditions, |
. such as have forced the Russian Jew into commercial pursuits and *
have often kept him there even after those pursuits have ceased to
be profitable. Yet the rapid shjfting of the Jew into mechanical °
industry both in Russia and in this country indicates. that the -
influence of these historic conditions can not be as strong us is gen- :
erally believed.

Another noteworthy feature revealed by the United States oensus" &
is the characteristic dislike of the Russian Jew, and stjll more of {he{f;_
Jewess, to enter domestic service. While a great number of domesﬁo; :
servants register at the immigration stations, most of them seem® ‘to
drift rapldly into other occupations, prefernng the more onerous but
more independent existence of an industrial Workmgman or working-
woman to that of a household servant.

AGRICULTURE.

AGRICULTURAL COILONIES.

~ Numerically, the farmers do not represent a very covnsiderable‘
proportion of the Jewish race in Russia; but in view of the almost
universal conviction that the Jewish character is incompatible with

agricultural pursuits, it will be a revelation to many Americans to

learn that there are more than 40,000 Jews in Russia who are in- §
dependently employed in farming and that more than 150,000 '
persons are supported by them, so that altogether over 190,000 persons
of Jewish faith derive their subsistence from agncultural ‘pursuits.
- This fact makes the data in regard to Jewish agriculture not only
interesting, but of practical importance to the people of the United
States. The condition of the Jewish farmers in Russia has been’ the
subject of many thorough investigations, the most recent and ex-
haustive being that made by the St. Petersburg committee of -the
Jewish Colonization Society. The data for this investigation were -r§
gathered by a house-to-house canvass at the end of the last century .’
and the results were published in 1904. - This source will be mainly
relied upon for statxstlcal information as to agncultural condltl

oS
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- When Russia, by the annexation of a portion of Poland, acquired

=7 authority over a large Jewish population, the Jews represented the
" commercial and the industrial classes of Poland. During the first

" half of the nineteenth century the acknowledged effort of the Russian
Government was to break up Jewish exclusiveness and encourage the
assimilation of the Jews with the Russian people.

encouraged by Alexander I and by Nicholas I. During the reign of
the former the law of December 9, 1804, was passed, a law which not

colonies in that sparsely settled part of the Empire. Special induce-
pients also were offered to Jewish colonists, as, for instance, freedom
““from military service for twenty-five and even fifty years. Several
" colonies were established, and by 1810 about 1,700 Jewish families
| _-were settled on the lands of the Province of Kherson.

. .- In that year the transfer of Jews to new Russia was discontinued
% because of the exhaustion of the funds assigned. In 1823 a grant of
- 50,000 rubles made possible the further settlement of about 500
Jewmh families. -

.. This concluded the experlments of colonizing new Russia. with
o Jews during the reign of Alexander I. During the reign of his suc-

. were directed toward voluntary settlement of Jews in country dlS—
< tricts, and in the forties, in accordance with the provisions of the law
~ of April 13 (25), 1835, several colonies were established in the Prov-

"as new Russia was concerned, were discontinued in 1865. The
.. experiment - of sendmg Jewish would-be agriculturists to Siberia,
-~ “which was undertaken in 1835, was abandoned in the following year.
{. "In new Russia the number of colonies grew from 15 in 1847 to 371 in
£ 1865. " The law of 1835 wasalso operative in the western Provinces,
- but the condition of the soil and the life of agri cekvv <A classes in
that region were not such as to attract the Jews.. h 1¥54 the settle-
mant of Jews on Government lands in the westerw <! = was stopped,
and in 1864 the colonizing of Jews on private \ewds was prohibited.
" The attitude of the Government toward the queskion of coloniz-
ing Jews and attracting them to an agricuMaw.: e has evidently
changed. The reason usually given for this cheoce- was the small
attendant success. When the radical natuve =€ J*\mexpenment is
considered, it seems evident that the process <ewad not prove imme-
dm.tely successful.- The evidences of the desve ™ <wgage in agricul-
tural pursuits were many, and toward the secw Walf of the nine-
enth century a general decline of the presjuitq o€ the urban Jew,

A part of this policy was the effort to attract Jews to agrlcultural-._‘
pursuits, and to this end purchase and rental of land by Jews were *

cessor, Nicholas I, similar eﬂ.’orts, assisted by pnvate benevolence,

i @

i ~only permitted the settlement and the buying of land by Jews in new
Russia,-but created a fund for the settlement of Jews in agricultural

" inces of Kherson and Yekaterinoslay. These efforts, at least as far .
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caused by the Polish insurrection, created the proper condi ng fo
Jewish land settlement, but unfortunately the attitude of the Go :
ernment had changed. Finally, the May laws of 1882, while they:!
did not affect the colonies as such, put an end to the application ‘of:
“Jewish private enterprise and capital to land ownership and farming,"
which had been making rapid strides contemporaneously with; but
independently of, the colonies. These laws prohibited the Jews fro
buying or renting lands outside of the limits of the cities and incorpor-.
ated towns (the so-called ‘“miestechkos.”) These temporary rules,
which extended to the 15 Provinces of western Russia, exclusive of %
Poland, were never repealed, and in 1891 the Jews were prohlblted- -
from buylng or renting land from the peasants in Poland.
The size of the homestead is one of the main factors in the economic-
situation of a farmer. The standard of agricultural technique pre- &
vailing in Russia makes intensive agriculture almost an impossibility g
and demands a large farm. A hundred years ago a.gncultuml-
methods in Russia were still more primitive than they are now,-
and it was hardly to be expected ‘wnat the Jew, as a beg;nn
agriculture, would immediately excel his Russian neighbor-in:the- -
methods of tilling the soil. In the Province of Kherson, where ,maﬂy‘f B
25 per cent of all the Jewish ‘‘colonists’’ are located, and where on
the whole they have been most successful, the original ‘‘colonists”
were granted homesteads of 30 dessiatines (81.06 acres), but the
increase of popul'ation, division of households, etc., have consider-
ably decreased the size of the land holdings of the farmers In the
western region the average size of a lot on which the Jewish colonist
started his agricultural career was still smaller, usually about 20
dessiatines (54.04 acres). _
The following table shows the total number of Jewish colomes, the v
number of JerSh peasant families, and the area of land m theu‘” |
possession : :

5
b
2

=

]

NUMBER OF JEWISH COLONIES, HOUSEHOLDS, AND MEMBERS, AND ACRES HELD: T

BY THE COLONISTS, BY REGIONS, 1838. L SN+

Number Households. -

Region. of colon- | Number of R

Number. [Members.| - 8T . 3

NoOTthwestern ProvInees. . ......ooo.oeeeeeemneeeeeeonnnn.. 18| 2,71 18504)
Southwestern Provinces. . ... ... cioaiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiaaa. - 60 2,227 12,1651 - 3
Southern (new) Russia. ... .. iiaiimiiiiiiiiiiiaae. 43 5,502| 32,683} - b
POIANG ¢+ 5o enenemmesoinaniaseimssis e oo oe e © 2600 | sk |, R
TOAL. e eee e eeaeemnaeceecnmee e e e eeeenn e ceananas 2206 | 13,060 | 75,887 305,407 1
aNot reported b Not including colonists in Poland not reported. - 3

In new Russia the average holdmg per household is 11 .34




- ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA. 509

‘of the-land is much inferior to that of the black soil of new Russia.
% In the southwestern Provinces, as well as in Poland, the average size
* of a farm is only 5.31 dessiatines (14.3 acres). The average farm of
i~ the Jewish peasant, therefore, contains no more than 8.66 dessiatines
- (23.4 acres).

Of all the experiments to turn the Jew to an agricultural life the
colonies established in the Province of Kherson were placed under
" the most favorable conditions and gave the best results. These
- colonies deserve, therefore, detailed description. The colonies were
I started with an allotment from the Government of 30 dessiatines
-, (81.06 -acres) for each family, but under the influence of varylng con-
: "dltlons this equality did not persist very long. There began in the
o Jewish:colonies the same process of differentiation that is character-
Qf' the entire Russian peasantry, so that only a portion of the
nists’ households are provided with sufficient land to make a

+ “practical success of farming. This is clearly shown in the following
t&ble

%) NUl!’BER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS AND OF ACRES OWNED, AND
.- 'AVERAGE BIZE OF HOLDING, IN THE COLONIES OF KHERSON, BY GROUPS OF
.. HOUSEHOLDS, 188.

Households. Acres owned.

S ' Average
2 . Housecholds owning— holding
O C Number.| Percent. | Number.| Percent.| (acres).
" Nolend.............. e et—————aeaeanaans 611 1.2 feeeeee oo e
 LeeS than 13.580Te8. o oieiaeaiaaiaicaaaaacnaaaan 483 15.2 4,923 §.1 10.2
Rt B3 7 B X T o RN 836 26.2 19,172 19.8 22.9
ERE 4 7.8 1T 7 SR 728 2.8 30,069 310 41.3
G&wres Or OVer........ feeeececeesecsevaceamaaiacenn 529 16.6 42,846 44.1 81.0
" ERREE. (S S R S 3,187 | 100.0} 97,010 100.0 30.4

Only one—snxth of the households own at present 54 acrés or more
per family, and this one-sixth owns 44.1 per cent of the entire land

S { of the colonies. Many of the farmers have extended their activity

" by renting, since 1,165 households were found to rent additional
§ land; the total area rented in 1898 amounting to 25,203} dessiatines
(68 099.2 acres). On the other hand, 811 households let out a part
or-the whole of their holdings, the total area let out amounting to

;-but 7,524} dessiatines (20,331.2 acres). If the amount let out is

¥ subtracted from the amount rented there is shown a net increase

{in holdmgs due to rentals of 17,678} dessiatines (47,768.0 acres), or

% an average for the 3,187 households of 5.5 dessiatines (14.9 acres).

g4
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The following table shows the effect of the rentmg of land"upon‘
the average size of the farming estabhshments i

AVERAGE SIZE OF ALLOTMENTS OWNED AVERAGE NET INCBEABE DUE TO:
RENTALS, AND AVERAGE SIZE OF TOTAL HOLDINGS IN THE COLON]EB OF% \
KHERSON, BY GROUPS OF HOUSEHOLDS, 1898.

[The ‘‘average net increase due to rentals” is the excess of the amount ot land nented over the n.monnt \

let out.]
Average | Average | -
Households owai abin ol | et | Mo
ouseholds owning— otment | crease due
i owned | to rentals | Boldings
(acres). | (acres). | (acres).
NO BT+ oo e et e e e e 25.7 257
Lessthan 13.5 aCres. .. ... ... iiiiiiiiiccccnacaccccnacannn 10.2 - 22.4 32.6
13,580 27 A0TeS. .. o i teeieeeeeeceenaaeeanan 22.9 20.0 - 2.9
27 80 B4 RCTeS . . . ieiiiiiiiciacccceccccoaccaacasaeanan 41.3 8.6 . 4.9
BT ¥:70 CEIG 0} =) I 81.0 a3.5 7.5
T 30.4 14.9 |- 45.3 \

e

a Excess of land let out over land rented. C e \

Agricultural pursuits are not congenial to all colonists in th ; me
degree. While there are undoubtedly many who prefer to lease’their
comparatively large holdings, which they are prohibited by I#
selling, there is a sufficient number of others who are a.muous to pply' )
their labor to farming on rented land. S '

If the condition of the surrounding Russian peasantry be taken asa
basis of comparison, these Jewish peasants are fairly well provided
with working live stock, the average number of horses per familybeing
2.28. Yet there are 1,018 households that do not possess any horses
at all, and 216 that possess only one horse each, so that only 1 953 or
61.3 per cent of the households own two horses or more.’

In the character of their agricultural methods, the kind of lmple- x
ments they use, and the crops they grow, the Jewish peasants of these -

colonies of the Province of Kherson differ little from their Russian
neighbers, from whom they received their first lessons in agnculture
Like the Russian peasants, the Jews plant more than two-thirds of -
their land in cereals, the rest being left for grazing purposes; but grass
sowmg is almost unknown. The climate of Kherson is well fitted for
spring crops, and the colonists plant more than four-fifths of their cul-
tivated land in spring wheat, barley, and other spring cereals and‘ :
practlcally all the rest in winter cereals. According to a comparison = -
- made in 1898 by the statistician of the Province of Kherson, the Jew-
ish colonists planted in cereals 98.3 per cent of their land under culti-
vation; the Russian peasants of the same district, 96.4 per cent; the . ;
Bulgarian peasants, of whom a number live in the same Provmce" 99. 9{
per cent, and the German colonists, 92.4 per cent. v

From the implements these farmers use may be ]udged the Timi-

tive methods of tilling the soil. Sixty-three per cent of the'lio I¢

u@rw A
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did not own any implements for ploWihg the ground and had to bor-
% row-them for temporary use. In dll the colonies of IKCherson there
Sy were’ i@tmd only 632 plows, and 1 137 80- calleu ‘““bukkers,” peculiar-

“Hheon pk‘swffd with these “ bukkers,” and only 20 per cent with regular
oy SStcel plo¥s.:: "The extremely short time during which the harvest must.
Sy gothsred in southern Russis-made the introduction of hnrvestmg
machines an ‘absolute necessnty The thrashing is.still done in the
most primitive fashion. ~ The harvested grain is spread over a suitable
:.pieco of ground and horses harnessed to iron rollers are driven over the
straw, tho horses’ hoofs cooperating with the heavy metal rollers in
scparating the seed from the straw.
The returns from agriculture can not be very great, when such
methods are used. According to official statistics the average yield of
cereals in the Province of Kherson in 1898 was as follows:

NS

Bushels:

: per acre..

Onprivate estates......... ... i . 9.9
On lands of German colonists. ... .. .c.oieii il 9.1
Onlandsof Bulgarians.......... .. ... ...l e eeieeaaa. 7.6
On lands of Jewish colonists......... i deseeseccesccarancnanaanan ceieaneeee.n 1.5
On lands of Russian peasants...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiaaia., [ 6.8

According to these figures the Jews show better results than the
Russian peasants, whose only occupation for many centuries was
agriculture.

Whatever the returns, it is important to know that the majority
of tho colonists make use only of their own labor in tilling their land.
Very few colonists, mainly those whose possessions are considerably
above tho average, employ hired labor all the year round. The
number of such houscholds is only 210, or 6.6 por cent of the tolal,
and tho averago numbor of laborors cmployml por houschold is 1.82.
The number of families that are forced to hire additional labor
during tho season of plowing, or more especially, of harvesting and
thrashing, is considerably greater, namely, 686, or 21.5 per cent; but.
many families who also hire permanent laborers are here included.
The total number of households employing hired labor, whether
permanently or temporarlly, is only 704 or 22.1 per cent of all house-
holds.

Iiven if the rental value of land be disregarded, it can not be claimed
that the reward of the labor of practically all the members of the
family is considerable. By a careful calculation, based upon the
average yicld of the land and the price of cereals, the average annual
income of a household has been estimated at 139 rubles ($71.59)
from grain farming, and with the addition of the products of live

16251—08——8 '
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- onies, only 1,563, or 49.0 per cent, have no other occupation but agricul-zig
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stock .‘(d.a‘irj.’ing;r, and slaughtering), at"200 rubles ($103). | Tn -«
cussing this estimmate in investigator says: (?) :

Such an incoime would scarcely -be suflicient for a family’ of a R
sian peasant, who ‘needs about 35 rubles ($18.03) per capita for hi§
bare subsistence, according.to -the investigations of tho!wéll-knows
Russinnstatistician, Mr, Sheherbina.: Bub the stendant of ‘5 Jau
family is evidently higher. The Jdewish population: of - ihie colg
has kept certain civilized customs, which they find difficult to°
up; thus they do not'spare expénses for teaching their shildren; &
arc accustomed Lo better food, and they dress beticr on holidays, g
have considerable expenses for religious purposes, for medicai treatPE
ment, ete. From data in regard to the budgets of five agric &M\
tural Jewish families in the Provinco of Vilna; it ‘appcars. that thENEN .
normal budget of a Jewish family is not less thaii 360 rubles ($154. 507
Persons well acquainted with tjlo life of the southern colonists estiiE
mate the normal expenditures of a family at the same figure. -Ni
matter how approximate our calculations, onec may assert with A%
reasonable degree of certainty that the income from agriculture does¥i
not by far correspond to the needs of the population of the colonies$
and that subsidiary occupations therefore are a necessity for someg
part of the families. T

Facts seem to support this reasoning, for a considerable number o
the families in the colonies have been forced to look for additiona)
sources of income. Of the 3,187 families living in the Kherson co

ture; 1,194 families, or 37.5 per cent, have an additional oocupatioxi,
and 430 families, or 13.5 per cent, have abandoned agriculture and *4
have devoted themselves to other occupations. The proportion of ;3
the latter is not great enough to support the claim that the Jewish ‘§
colonists have proved unwilling or unfit to be land tillers. At the same 8
time, the possibilitics of profitable employment at commerce and %
handicrafts for local demand, as well as the demand of the surround- 4

ing rural communitics, have been utilized by somo of the colonists.

The amount of available labor in a fumily scems to have been the s

decisive factor in the combination of agriculture with other pursuits,
for of the families without any adult workers only 21.5 per cent pur- -
sue at the same time other occupations than farming; of the familics
with one worker, 35.3 per cent, and of the families with more than one -
worker, 47.6 per cent. With the growth of population and the con-
sequent reduction of the available land supply per household, this
tendency ‘to pursue other occupations must inevitably grow. A
comparalive statement is possible for ono county (uyezd), the county
of Elisabetgrad, where a similar investigation was made some fiftcen
years ecarlier. The proportion of houscholds employed at agricul-
ture alone decreased from 65.9 per cent to 47.9 per cent, while the

aBce Sbornik Materialov ob Economicheskom Polozhenii Evreev v Rossii (Collec-
tion of material in regard to the economic condition of the Jews in Russia), Vol. I,
page 40. '
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proportion of those who combined agricultural work with other pur-
suits increased from 24.8 per cent to 32.7 per cent, and the propor-
tion of those who abandoned agriculture rose from 9.3 per cent to
19.4 per cent. These changes took place during the comparatively
‘short period of fifteen years, from 1883-1885 to 1898-99. During
the same period the population of the three colonies located in this
““uyezd”’ increased more than 50 per cent, and the average supply of
land per person decreased from 17.5 to 10.1 dessiatines (from 47.3 to
27.3 acres). In the neighboring Province of Yekaterinoslav seven-
teen colonies were established within the decade 1845-1855 and
under conditions very similar to those in Kherson. The allotment
of land was the same—i. e., 30 dessiatines (81.1 acres), except for two

3 R oolomes where it was 35 dessmtmes (94.6 acres) and 40 dessiatines
- (108 ls,cr&s), respectively. The average amount of land per famlly in

1897 ‘was 12.5 dessiatines (33.8 acres), or about the same as in the

' Province of Kherson. In addition to the 17,650 dessiatines (47,690

acres) owned, 7,814 dessiatines (21,113 acres) were rented. A de-
tailed investigation was made of these colonies in 1890, when their
condition was described as fairly satisfactory. At that time 749
households were found, of which 524, or 70 per cent, tilled their land
by their own labor; 93, or 12.4 per cent, made use of hired labor in
addition to their own; 77, or 10.3 per cent, relied upon hired labor
exclusively, and only 55 families, or 7.3 per cent, did not occupy

* themselves with agriculture at all. Like the colonists of Kherson,

those of Yekaterinoslav grow cereals, preferably wheat, rye, and
barley, to the exclusion of everything else
In the realization of its object of attracting the Jews toward agri-
. culture the Government pursued two lines of activity. The one
~ consisted in settling the Jews in the sparsely populated lands of
New Russia, the other in encouraging voluntary settlement of Jews
on State or on private lands. In the latter case the land was either
bought or rented. Although the Jewish colonies were entitled to a

usually so poor and the success of the Jewish farmers often so indif-
- ferent that many of the colonists were forced to leave their colonies
_and return to the towns. Nevertheless, the mvestlgatlon under-

%mbeudy at the time of settling in their new homes, the land was

% taken by the agents of the Jewish Colonization Society in 1899
¢ Proved the existence of 248 Jewish agricultural settlements, con-
itammg a population of 4,958 families, or 30,659 persons. But the
§4ﬁnd at the disposal of these families is limited to 36,265 dessia-
“ tines (97,988 acres), which gives an average of 7.3 dessw.tmes (19.7 .
&cres) per family, or 1.2 dessiatines (3.2 acres) per person. How
;msuﬁicxent this area is for grain farming may be judged from the
:fact that the average plot owned by the Jewish colonist is consid-
gm'ably smaller than the corresponding plot of his peasant neighbor.
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Thus, in the six northwestern Provinces the average amount of arable :

land per each male person of the peasant class was 2.25 dessiatines
(6.1 acres), while for the Jewish colonists the average was only:1.5

dessiatines (4.1 acres). In the four southwestern Provinces of Vol-

hynia, Kiev, Podolia, and Chernigov the comparative areas were 1.75
and 0.7 dessiatines (4.7 and 1.9 acres). This insufficiency of land
was mainly due to the activity of various commissions which
redistributed the State lands in use by the peasants in the middle
of the seventies, and reduced the allotments of the Jewish farmers
on the plea that the land was not tilled by the labor. of the colonists
themselves. More than 33,000 dessiatines (89,166 acres) were taken
from the Jewish colonists, and their land holdings reduced by more
-than 50 per cent. The prohibition against Jews buying land in the
nine western Provinces, which dates back.to 1864, and the laws of

\"‘ 1882, which prohibit the renting of land by Jews, prevented any

*:‘ compensatlon for this loss by purchase or by rental.

Under these conditions successful agriculture was ha.rdly to: be_'
L:,“xpected Only a very small proportion of the farmers is provided

ETRR e ]

ith a sufficient area of land, 42.1 per cent of the colonists having less - ~

than 2.5 dessiatines (6.8 acres), 39.9 per cent from 2.5 to 10 dessiatines
(6.8 to 27 acres), and only 18 per cent more than 10 dessiatines (27

acres). Only a little more than one-half of the colonists actually .

plow their own land, and the average surface cultivated by a family
is equal to 4 dessiatines (10.8 acres) in the northwestern Provinces
and only 2.5 dessiatines (6.8 acres) in the southwestern region. The
methods and the implements, or rather their absence, are similar to
those of the ignorant peasants of Lithuania or of White Russia, and
practically all these “farmers’’ without land are forced to look to other
fields for support. Thus only 13 per cent of the families devoted
themselves entirely to agriculture. In addition to agriculture the
handicrafts, commerce, and unskilled labor were the principal occu-
pations of the colonists. The statement that if the families with less
than 2.5 dessiatines (6.8 acres) be excluded three-fourths of the
remaining families plow theiy land would seem to show that ‘the
utmost use is made of the zogld Although the main colonies of
Jewish land tillers are loca

are scattered threughout the Jewish Pale, and even in Siberia may be

found several villages inhabitéed by Jewish peasants, A few words

may be added to show the condition of these peasants.

In Bessarabia nine colonies were established between 1836 and 1853,

five of them on boughtlands and four on lands acquired by rentals that
run from twenty-five to fifty years. At the expiration of the con-

tracts it was 1mpos31ble to renew them in three out of these four
" colonies, and only six colonies exist at the present time. In many

et

in the Provinces of Kherson and .
Yekaterinoslav, numerous colonies, as well as individual land tillers,
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details these Bessarabian colonies differ from those already described.
The enforced removal of Jews from villages has crowded into thecolonies
many families in no way connected with agricultural pursuits, and
this has given to the colonies the appearance of commercial towns.
Out of 1,500 families only 536 own land, and their average land hold-
ings are but 5.48 dessiatines (14.8 acres), which is a great deal less
than the average holdings in Kherson and also less than the average
holdings of the peasants of this Province, 8.2 dessiatines (22.2 acres).
On this land grain farming plays a small part, only 67 per cent of the
land being under grain, the main cereal being maize. The colonies
bave a comparatively large grazing area, and several colonies keep

large flocks of sheep for commercial purposes. Another distinctive

feature of these colonies is a considerable development of various

3 klnds of special crops, such as fruit, tobacco, and grapes. Not only

RRMeM

in the colonies, but also in the Russian vﬂla,g% of the Province, do
Jews occupy themselves with tobacco culture; in fact, almost all the
tobacco growing in Bessarabia is done by Jews. The competition of
the world’s crop is gradually reducing the profits of this crop and is
forcing the planters not provided with sufficient land for grain farm-
ing into viticulture. The results of this highly intensive crop are not
very favorable, because of the primitive wine-making methods in use.
- ‘In Poland Jewish agri¢ulture was encouraged mainly by grants of
long periods of freedom from military service, and since that service
before the introduction of the new military system lasted about
twenty-five years theinducement was notinconsiderable. Though this
privilege was withdrawn in 1864 many cases of settlement of Jews on
farms occurred after that date, especially since the right of the Jew to
acquire land remained unassailed in Poland longer than anywhere else

in the Empire. Altogether 2,509 families of Jewish agriculturists,

living either on separate farms or in small colonies, were found in

: Poland who held about 15,000 dessiatines (40 503 acres), or about 6
* dessiatines (16 acres) per family.

The results of these experiments furnish sufficient material for a

¢ judgment of the social worth of these efforts. In so far as the simple
% question of the fitness of the Russian Jew for ah agricultural career is
: concerned it seeins to have been proved beyond doubt. Within a
" period of less than fifty years thousands of families have established
themselvas in rural communities, and tilling the land has been usually

their main and often their only occupatlon If their economic posi-

" tion'is usually precarious, the same is true of the Russian peasant in
" geéneral. The Jewish peasant suffers from the same cause as his
- neighbor—namely, an insufficiency of land—but suffers to a still
- greater. degree. Both till their land with antiquated methods and
i ‘inefficient, implements. Both apply methods of extensive agriculture

> to a plot of land which, in view of its small dimensions, demands a
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highly intensive cultivation. It is small wonder that in either case
grain farming should lead to economic distress. In addition to these
obstacles the Jew has to contend with a great many difficulties of a

legal nature, yet it is universally acknowledged that the physical :4

effects of the fifty years of farming have had an excellent influence
on the health and muscular development of the colonists. The Jew
of Bessarabia, for instance, has none of the physical characteristics
that are supposed to be so typical of the Lithuanian Jew. Had the
first benevolent efforts of the Government toward the introduction of
agriculture among the Jews been continued, agriculture might have
become an important occupation of the Jews, especially in view of
the many idealistic movements to return to the land which have
sprung up several times during the last 30 years, and caused the
organization of agricultural colonies of Russian Jews in \ many parts
of the world.

" TRUCK FARMING.

It is still the custom in Russia to think of grain farming-only when
speaking of farming, because of the very slight development of other
specialized forms of farming, or to use the inaccurate Russian expres-
sion, the cultivation of commercial crops. Therefore the compara-
tive popularity of these special branches of agriculture among Jews,
which the official occupation statistics fail to indicate, is the more
significant.

Through a private enumeration, which is far from being complete
the following figures were obtained:

JEWS EMPLOYED IN SPECIAL BRANCHES OF AGRICULTURE, BY REGIONS AND KIND
OF FARMING, 18388.

Southern South- North- ’
Kind of farming. (new) western westdrn Poland. Total.
: Russia. | Provinces. | Provinces.
Fruit growing._ ... ... ... .. ....... 622 1,641 7,129 1,907 11,299
Tobaccoculture..... ... . ... ............ 1,015 625 40 15 1,695
Yiticultare ... ... ..., 658 b b G PO 5 780
Other special farming.................... 27 E: 3 D 0 93
b 1] 71 S 2,322 2,419 7,169 1,057 13,867
Dairyfarming. . . ... ... ... lceaiao... 495 970 3,788 2,191 7,454
Apicalture. ... .. ... 34 57 5 50 200
Total. ... i 2,851 3,446 11,026 4,193 21, 521

In view of the many difficulties of acquiring land, these specialized
branches of farming that require only limited areas and a great outlay
of labor are most suitable for the Jews. Altogether, the 13,867

farmers had at their disposal only 19,475 dessiatines (52,621 acres),v

which gives an average of 1.4 dessmtmes (3.8 acres) per farmer, and the
acquisition of even these small tracts of land was exceedingly difficult,
as the May laws of 1882 prohibit the sale or lease of land outside of
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city limits to Jews. As a result, 7,714 dessiatines (20,843 acres), or
nearly two-fifths of the entire land of these special farms, are within
the city limits, and of the remaining 11,761 dessiatines (31,778 acres)
only 1,336 dessiatines (3,610 acres) are the property of the farmers.
Some renting of land to Jews outside the city limits continues not-
withstanding the strict laws prohibiting it, but the insecure position
of the tenant, who is at the mercy of the landlord and without the
protectlon of the law, can not have a very stlmulatmg effect upon
Jewish agriculture.

INDEPENDENT FARMING.

.. Besides Jewish iabor, Jewish capital also has been applied to agri-
cultural enterprises. Before the emancipation of the peasants there
‘could have been no inducement for Jewish capital to enter the field
, of -landowning, because the possession of serfs was the exclusive

“““privilege of the nobility, and outside of the serfs there existed no

supply of labor to enable the proprietor to cultivate his land. No
- sooner had the emancipation of the serfs been realized than the Polish

insurrection caused the prohibition, in 1863, of land purchases by

Jews within nine Provinces of the west. Finally, the laws of 1882

practically stopped further purchases and greatly reduced the cases of

renting of land to .Jews, since such tenancy, being unrecognized by
_law, became a very risky enterprise for the Jewish tenant.
- Nevertheless, considerable tracts of land are still owned or rented
- by Jews. The central statistical committee, the main official statis-
~ tical office of the Russian Government, recently stated the area of
- land in Jewish hands to be as follows:

D R

T, &R, N

R T I e e
L

- Acres.
" “Fifteen Provincesof the Pale. .. ... . ... ... ... .. ... ..., 3, 409, 916
.. Ten Polish Provinces......... ... ..o 926,913
- Total in the Pale.............counmeeoeee e e eeannns 4,336, 829
All other European Russia_......... ... ... ... ... ...l 2,014, 735
AU CARUB. . . . oo i el 13, 705
TS 7 S S 50, 671
MiAAIe ASIR. .. ... oo oo e e e e 6, 744

~ Total in the Empire......_............. e et 6, 422, 684

E - Although this area is considerable, it is only a small part of the
j .- total area of the country. In the Pale, where Jewish occupancy of
estates is most common, it does not exceed 1.5 per cent; and only in
Poland, where the restrictions of Jewish land occupation are least
stringent, does the proportion reach 2.5 per cent of the land area or
more than 5 per cent of the land in private ownership, that is, the
land not in the possession of the peasants In Poland, of the land
»ccupled by the Jews, 86 per cent is owned and 14 per cent is leased;
in the remmmng Provinces of the Pale 32.5 per cent is owned and 67. 5
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per cent is leased. The difference is evidently to be explained by the
differences of the legal conditions in the two regions, caused by the
May laws of 1882. Some twenty years ago the central statistica]
committee published the results of a similar investigation for twelve
Provinces of the Pale. It is thus possible to make a comparison
between Jewish land occupancy in 1881 (before the May laws) and
in 1900, for these twelve Provinces of the Pale. The Provinces of
Vilna, Mmsk Moheelev, and the ten Provinces of Poland are not
included.

JEWISH LANDHOLDINGS IN TWELVE PROVINCES OF THE PALE, 1900 COMPARED
WITH 1881, BY TENURE.

Decresase.

Acres in Acresin
Tenure of farms.
1851. 1900. Acres. Per cent.
OWNed. ..o aaaan e 1,847,879 | 1,022,418 825, 461 4.7
Rented. ... cieiiiicieaeceeedao| 5,400,374 785,523 { 4,614,851 85.5

Total............ eereeeeeeneeene e 7,248,253 | 1,807,941 l 540,312 | 7.1
t- E

The Jewish Colonization Society made an independent’ mvestlga-'
tion of these estates, which included 1,210,796 dessiatines (3,271,571
acres), or practlcally the entire area owned by Jews. The investiga-
tion showed that practically all of the land is in the hands of owners of
large estates, and only a small part (less than 1.5 per cent) belonged
to those persons owning a farm so small that.the proprietor probably
gave to it his labor as well as his capital and management.

The following table shows the number and area of farms owned by
Jews in twelve Provinces of the Pale, by size of farms:

NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS OWNED BY JEWS IN TWELVE PROVINCES OF THE
PALE, BY S8IZE OF FARMS, 1893.

. i Farms. Average
s - Area Per cent | -slze of
Size of farms. |
. Per (acres). | of area farm

| Number.| oong. (acres).
Under 54 8Cres. ... eiveriiiiiinaieiaeiiieenannnnn. ] 2,058 ¢5.5 46,796 - 1.4 23
BA10 270 BCTS. ..o eineoeoiiiiiaa e caaaaaaaaaans i 821 | 18.2 118,183 3.6 144
OVer 270 8CTeS .. .. uoentitiii e ieeaian s I1,642 | 36.3| 3,106,502 95.0 1,892
P .Y R ] 4,521 | 100.0 | 3,271,571 100.0 . T24

The question of the fitness of the Russian Jew for agricultural
pursuits has often been discussed in connection with the problem of
immigration and the congestion of Jewish immigrants in a-few large
cities of the United States, and the importance of distributing the
Jewish as well as the other immigrants over the rural districts and of
encouraging them to engage in agricultural pursmts has been empha-,
sized.

It can scarcely be expected that agriculture will absorb a la.rge
part of the inflowing stream of Russian Jewish immigration, but the
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system in Russia is still in its infancy, and of the many thousanc
of Jews engaged in manufacturing and mechanical pursuits (to us
the familiar phrase of the United States census) the great ma;ont
are artisans or handicraftsmen.

Since the Russian census of 1897 does not draw this line, the mate
rial gathered by the Jewish Colonization Society remains the bes
and most up-to-date source of information—at least as far as th
statistical study of this problem is cancerned.

The agents and correspondents of this society registered 500 ,98(
artisans, and, since the total number of Jews gainfully employed was
found to be a little over 1,500,000, the artisans constituted at leasi
one-third. As a matter of fact, however, it was practically impos-
sible for a private statistical investigation to cover the entire Pale,
and meny artisans undoubtedly were omitted. It is stated that the
500,986 artisans constituted 13.2 per cent of the Jewish population

- of the localities investigated, and as persons gainfully employed
equaled 30 per cent of the Jewish population it follows_that the arti-
sans included 44 per cent of the entire Jewish working population.
It i not necessary to lay too much emphasis upon this high per-
centage, which considerably exceeds the percentage of all industrial
workers as obtained from the census, because the deduction that a
very great proportion of the Jews earn their livelihood by manual
labor is beyond dispute. Undoubtedly this is a higher proportion
of artisans than any other country shows. The Jewish artisans,
however, supply the demand for industrial products not only of the
Jewish population, but of the entire population of the Pale.

Nevertheless, the extreme poverty of the Jewish artisans, which
will be illustrated by statistical data, and the large proportion of
skilled laborers or artisans among the immigrants to this country
betray the overcrowded condition of the trades within the Russian
Pale. The condition of the clothing trade may be taken as an illus-
tration. Very little factory-made clothing is used in Russia, and
practically all the tailors in that country come under the class of
artisans, which class, it is necessary to point out, has a legal entity
in Russia. The census figures show that in a population of 42,338,567
within the Pale, 458,545 persons are occupied in the clothing trade,
or 109 to each 10,000, while in the rest of the Russian Empire there
were 700,320 persons in the trade in a population of 83, 301 454, or
only 84 per 10,000.

The overcrowdmg of the Pale with artisans, the insufficient number
of such workmen in the rest of Russia, the extreme poverty of the
Jewish artisans caused by this overcrowding of the market, and,
finally, the usefulness of the Jewish artisans and the desirability of
their distribution influenced the Russian Government to raise the
barriers of the Pale for some artisans. Throughout the first half of
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the nineteenth century these were principally distillers of spirits, but
in 1865 the right to live outside the Pale was extended to all Jewish
artisans. The report of the minister of internal affairs accom-
panying the law of June 28 (Iuly 1Q),1865:states that according to
the reports of the governors of the Provinces of the Pale the extreme
poverty of the artisans within the Pale is a result of the enforced
overcrowding of that region with artisans; that the overcrowding is -
caused by the legal limitations of the Jew’s right of domicile, and that
not only the Jewish but non-Jewish artisans of the Pale suffer
from this enforced overcrowding. The Jewish artisans, the minister
said, are forced to cut the prices for orders, and the resulting competi-
- tion affects all the artisans unfavorably. And yet the Jewish artisans
£ were the most useful element among the Jews, and if it was found
F g possxble to grant the Jewish mercha.nts the right to live in the interior
- of Russia, the artisans, it was argued, surely were worthy of the same
*pnvﬂege,

‘The law of 1865 was the result of these arguments. The natural k
qu%tlon will be asked why the Jewish artisans have not-overrun Russia, °
instead of flocking in such numbers to foreign lands, like the United
States or the United Kingdom. The prospect of better earnings in
foreign lands may serve as a partial explanation; but no less impor-
tant is the extreme complexity of the law, and the subsequent amend-
‘ments to it, which makes the legal position of a Jewish artisan in the
interior of Russia very insecure. Thus a well-known text-book of

'special legislation relating to Jews devotes forty pages to commen-
taries and decisions regarding the right of the Jewish artisans to live
beyond the limits of the Pale. The Jewish artisan is obliged to
‘obtain from the artisans’ guild a certificate of proficiency in the trade
“ch*3en, which certificate is granted only after an examination; he is
oVl folmus @ cedifiwote from A lacal authorities, asto bmr%ord
m hS Yoo \.la.lo «f V‘-G\.\-'“'-‘ '&‘4 S‘-\-I.c— Leuw) 4o W shacyad L
: ah} nok ‘bhl.w‘ ss\\oa\okﬁé ‘e \...a..a’q{uel‘\ e.hga.&-—) /\\n\rm % \OMJ'\'\(,
ks ,\'\«b\&l‘ kk Géxlbtu SRvin utbk\\t\& aJr MQM GMKL\so F o T“-'.
closest super\nsmn over the fulfilinsent of :hese requirements is kept
- up by the police, and the artisan is liable to summary expulsion from
“his new place of residence for any infringement of these regulations.
‘He is not permitted to deal in any products not made in his shop; so
- that a watchmaker, for instance, can not sell any watches unless put
together by him, and under no circumstances can he sell a watch
chain or fob. Many artisans are forced to return to the Pale when too
“old to work at their trade, and the children when they reach maturity
are Teguired to leave for the Pale unless they have qualified- for a
trade. “The total number of Jewish artisan shops in fifteen of the
ost mportant Provinces of the interior of Russia, accordmo to an

anﬂ%{ﬂ"’v"hmi T
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official investigation in 1893, was ascertained to be less than 2,000, an &
the total number of Jewish artisans outside the Pale was estimated s
considerably less than 10,000. \

The distribution of the artisans through the four main divisions ¢
the Pale, as well as the distribution according to the main classes c
occupations, are shown in the following table compiled from the repor
of the Jewish Colonization Society :

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISIH ARTISANS IN EACH CLASSIFIED OCCUPA
T1ON IN THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS OF THE PALE, 1898.

North- | South- | South-
Class of occupation. western | western | 60 Poland. | Total. | Fer
Russia. | Russia. | ({2€W) cent. \
Russia.
Clothing and wearing apparel ..._._........ 60, 637 56,240 26,223 50,854 | 193,954 38.
Leathergoods......................... PR 32,292 | 21,853 9,348 21,813 | 85,306 17.
Food products. ... .....o...oiiiiiiia.. 23,174 14, 401 5,083 15,229 57,887 1.
Wood manufactures. ... ..ccceicecncaaaann 19,791 16, 382 ‘5,276 8,139 40,5881 -
Metals. . .. ieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiaiaae, 16, 667 15, 706 8, 553 7,995 48,921
Chemicals. ... ....oiiimaiiia i, 1,535 1,198 322 562 3,617
'%uil&{ng and ceramies. ... .. ... ....._. 144;’;3; g,og; 3, 411 5,418 31, 5%0
extiles....... . \ , 809 7,204 | 18 428 :
Paper and stationery...................... 3,660 3,640 2,238 2,157 1% 695 )
Total...oocoeeeaa .. . JR 179,503 | 140,849 |- 61,263 | 119,371 | 500,986 | 1"
Per cent of artisans of Jewish population.. 12.6 9.9 8.4 9.0 -10.2...... \

When this table is compared with the tabe= page 491, giving :: |
distribution of the Jewish population, the indevisting fact is notic.~
that the larger the proportion of the Jewish #a\a«%&'% +o Do Aot L
population the larger is the proportion of avtw~es o Ka Aosyisty b
ulation. Thus, in northwestern Russia, w\ens fhe Yoos cona b bs
14.1 per cent of the total population, the proportios efarbisans am.
the Jews is 12.6 per cent; in Poland the proportions are 14.1 per c«
and 9.0 per cent; in southwestern Russia, 9.7 per cent and 9.9 -
cent; in southern (new) Russia, 9 per cent and 8.4 per cent. 1
only in Poland that this regularity of decrease is slightly disturb-
which may be due to the fact that the legal rights or the Jews in Pol.

_ - wsumited than in the rest of the Pale. As a rule, however
large proportion of Jews are forced into trades, because of the difficul «
of earning a living in other walks of life, while their dispersion amor-
other nationalities, especially those of a lower culture, stimulates the::
to adopt a commercial career. The same différence may be notice:

in the United States, when the occupations of the Jews in New Yort
City are compared with the occupations of Jews in the southern citi<$
The classification of the artisans into nine main groups shows tha-
the great majority of the Jewish artisans supply the immediate wants
-of the neighborhood, producing goods mainly for inmediate consump-
tion; thus, 38.7 per cent are occupied in the production of elothing
and other wearing apparel and 17.0 per cent in the manufacture of
leather goods, i. e., boots and shoes, gloves, and harness. Likewisc
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the workers in the groups of food products, of wood manufactures,
and even that of metal manufactures, produce for the immediate
demands of the neighborhood, as do most of the artisans belonging to
the group of building trades and the ceramic industry. '

* Onthe other hand, the last three or four groups include many trades
in which a wider market for the products is necessary, and in these
the artisan’s trade loses the character of a neighborhood industry.
In the class of chemical industry are included such trades as the mak-
ers of ink, shoe blacking, dyes, soap, candles, turpentine, and tar; the
ceramic industry includes brick and tile makers; the textiles group
consists of weavers, rope. makers, and brush makers; the last group

. embraces the printing trades and the stationery trades.

s Most of the trades enumerated do not manufacture to order only—

do not employ the customer’s material—and the artisan approaches

- more nearly the domestic industry, or even the small factory.

It is unfortunately impossible to determine from the data in hand
what proportion of the 500,000 registered artisans are working for
wages. The authors in the report from which most of the data have

~ been obtained venture to take the proportion between master work-
iren, journeymen, and apprentices as a measure of the size of an

rage artisan’s shop, evidently on the supposition that the former
‘usually independent artisans. But their own data frequently
- +ish convincing refutation of this hypothesis. For instance, in the
- of the manufacture of agricultural machinery in the small town
iakov we find 8 artisans’ shops, which employ 23 master workmen,
-ourneymen, and 15 apprentices, or 75 persons, of whom only 8 a;re
proprietors. Nevertheless, the number of the journeymen is at
. indicative of the number of wa.geworkers Of the 500,986
‘ans, 259,396 were masters, 140,528 were journeymen, and 101,062
- apprentices. The minimum number of wageworkers was,
-efore, at least 241,590, or 48.2 per cent; in reality it was much
~yer. Besides the masters, who are forced to work for other mas-
. there must certainly be counted as wageworkers those persons
work for a middleman and use his material, as is shown to be the
- with the knit-goods makers of Vilna.

WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE HAN: .. .ES.

+he proverbial sanctity of the Jewish home "e< Fe* many genera-

- 18 kept the Jewish woman out of industrrvcat ltfe. While it was
*. 4 unusual for a Jewish woman of the middle clacs to continue the
diness after the death of her husband, or v~ other excephonal
4 umstances, the appearance of the J ems‘x si+{ ev-;oman in the fac-
> or even in the artisan’s shop is comx.aw“wf % recent. Of the
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500,000 artisans, there were 76,548 women and girls, Who were dis-
tnbuted as follows:

JEWISH FEMALE ARTISANS COMPARED WITH TOTAL JEWISH ARTISANS, BY
- REGIONS, 1898.

Female artisans.
. Total -

Region. < Per cent

artisans. | nNumber. | of total

artisans,

Northwestern Russia............... e e eeeeiateceeeceaaaaan 179,503 | - 31,800 17.7
Southwestern Russia_.... ... .. ... ... ... ..: e etaaaaeaa 140, 849 21 233 15.1
Southern (new) RUSSIA . . ... ..ciiiii i 61,263 - 14.0
Poland......ooooiiiiiiiiiaaa T RREREaE 119,371 14, 934 12.5
Total. ... ........... e et aeaicaeeaeeaaceeiaeaan T.. 500, 936 76,548 15.3,

The difference in the percentages which women constitute of the
entire class of artisans in various sections of the Pale is significant,
in view of the greater poverty and greater overcrowding of the Jews
in the northwestern Provinces.

The limitations of a private investigation did not penmt a detalled(
inquiry into the ages of the workers, but the organization of the
artisan guild indirectly furnishes information-in regard to the exten-
sion of child labor. The Russian artisan guild, hke the medimval
prototype, recognizes three grades—the master workman, the jour-
neyman, and the apprentice, the latter being invariably a minor and
ususlly under 14 years of age at the beginning of apprenticeship.
Thus the number of apprentices gives the number of children
employed.

Altogether there were 101,062 apprentices, of whom 79,169 were
boys and 21,893 were girls. For the entire Pale the proportion was
as follows: Men, 68.9 per cent; women, 10.9 per cent; boys,.15.8 per
cent; girls, 4.4 per cent. The number and per cent of men, women,
boys, and girls employed in the trades in the four different regions
of the Pale are shown in the following table:

I\
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, AND GIRLS ENGAGED IN
THE TRADES IN EACH REGION OF THE PALE, 1828,

' Northwestern | Southwestern Sm.xthem (new) ’
Russia. Russia. Russia. Poland. Total in Pale.
Class -

Num- Per Num- | Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per

ber. cent. ber. - i cent. ber. cent. ber. cent. ber. cent.
Men....... 119, 481 66.6 ; 99,858 | { 70.9 | 42,310 69.1] 83,620 70.1 | 345,269 68.9
Women....| 21,990 12.2 | 16,120 11.5 6,010 9.8 10,535 . 88 54,655] - 10.9
Boys...... 28,222 16.7 19, 758 140 | 10,372 16.9 { 20,817 17.4 | 79,169 15.8
Girls. ...... 9,810 5.6 5,113 | 3.6 2,571 4.2 4,399 3.7} 21,803 4.4
Total..| 179,503 100.0 | 140,849 I 100.0 | 61,263 100.0 | 119,371 100.0 | 500,886 100.0

Here also northwestern Russia makes the poorest showing, baving
the largest proportion of women and girls, and the number of men
falls to two-thirds of the entire number of artisans. ‘
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- As one might expect, the greater number of the females are found
in ‘a limited number of trades. Thus, 49,950 of them are employed
as dressmakers and seamstresses (two-thirds of the total number
employed), 4,014 are milliners, 5,700 are knit-goods makers, and 1,700
are cigarette makers. These trades comprise over 80 per cent of the
total number of females employed. _ \/

MARKETING OF THE PRODUCTS.

Although the enumeration of the various trades is in itself sufficient
to show that the typical method of the medizval artisan of producing
to the order of the individual consumer is not the only method used
by the Jewish artisans, a study of the various methods of marketing
_these products conﬁrms the induction that the artisan is developmg
*in€o's petty manufacturer. The prohibition of living in the village
forces the Jewish artisan—the tailor or the shoemaker—to seek his
natural and most important customer, the peasant, in a more indirect
way. This he does by visiting the many fairs frequented by the
peasant; but this'method of conducting a business has the serious
drawback that it consumes a great deal of the artisan’s time. Because
of this a class of middlemen has naturally grown up who give large
orders. By means of these middlemen the range of the market has
gradually extended, so that it is not unusual to find artisans who
work for these intermediaries exclusively. The small city of Radom,
in Poland, sends out annually shoes to the value of about 1,000,000

- rubles ($515,000); in Vitebsk the tailors work mainly for the dealers
. .in ready-mede clothing, a trade condition that approaches the system
}j} ‘of contracting which is so familiar to students of economic conditions
3 in New York City; in Dubrovna, a small town of the Province of
Moheelev, a large proportion of the population is specialized in weav-
ing “taleisim,” peculiar towel-like cloths used for religious pur-
-poses, and here about 500 artisans are compktely dependent upon
“three or four middlemen, who buy the entire Fweruck of the industry
.#and find a market for it throughout the Pale , Usw)y many mem-
" bers of the family work at the same trade, wwic cowdines all the
ob]ectlona,ble features of the sweat-shop and Y« Jonmestic-factorw
% ‘system. The causes of the growth of the syclem @« MupSmne 1 TS
. Pale as those which have brought about ¥he les<)olpmask: o Yhre
% domestic-system, and later the factory, in maemy ndusinial. c:ota\M'\l“-i -
nameiy, the lack of capital, the impossibility &F lbovyawteg "’?Sf;"\*“ e
. usurious rates of interest, and, in addition ki, shong competition in
3 many trades of factory-made goods 'I‘k.f&w "vadependent” arti-
san often has not the money to buy ewuen ¥~e material for a ‘small
_private order, to say nothing of buying Yle wowss ary machinery that
has gradually forced its way into the \wound trades
A characteristic instance of this jx Cown> w ‘u-xe knitting mdus‘try
. In the city and Province of Vilna. Frerm 120 ; to 2,000 women in

mmm:;a:ﬁwm- . ;.--ﬁﬁok el
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the Province are employed in this industry. A very small proportion
of them work in factories that are provided with steam power, because
the majority of the manufacturers (for the middlemen in this instance
" are middlemen in name only) prefersiot"to have the expense of rent
and supervision, especially since factory inspection and all labor legis-
¢ lation do not apply to the artisan shops and to domestic industry.
These manufacturers, therefore, buy the knitting machines; place
them in the homes of the workingwomen, supply the necessary yarn,
and pay the women piecework wages. Surely, there is very little of
the independent artisan left under such an arrangement of an industry.
With the growth of the market several cities are specializing in
one line of trade or other. In the small Polish town of Bresin a
large number of tailors work for dealers in ready-made clothing, who
visit the town several times a year, coming from all over the south.
Several towns of the Polish Province of Siedlec have specialized in
brush making. In the Province of Grodno shoe and boot making is
the principal occupation of a large part of the Jewish population.
In several towns of the Province of Vitebsk the production of agrieul
tural machinery has grown rapidly within the last few years. These
artisans’ shops, which employ a considerable number of hired la.bor- )
ers, differ little from factories.

‘ , CONDITIONS OF WORK.

The artisan’s home is the artisan’s shop. And while sentimc -
talists may consider it one of the advantages of the artisan’s WoHC-
because of its tendency to preserve the home, in reality it is one off
the greatest drawbacks in the life of the artisan’s family. It is nct
the function of the home to be the workshop, and the combination
is specially harmful where the homes are as small, crowded, anc
poverty-stricken as are the majority of Jewish homes within the
Pale. The following is a fair description by a Russian writer of th<
condition of the Jewish artisans’ homes in one of the largest towns o ¢
the Jewish Pale, the city of Moheelev, which has a population &f
about 50,000 and is the capital of the Province of the same name:

The homes of the artisans are small and crowded. But no matter
how small and crowded, tenants are often admitted, and there is
seldom more than one room for a family. The room serves ac
kitchen, living and sleeping room, and workshop. And it is not
unusual for a tailor tc rent the same room for school purposes, s®
that instruction is served to.a small class of private pupils in the
same room where the tailor works with his apgrentloe the tailor’s

wife cooks the food and washes the clothes, and the tailor’s prolific

family mingles its joyful noise with the monotonous chanting of the
Hebrew teacher and the scholars. (%)

aSee Die Organizationen des Judischen Proletariats in Russland, von Sara Rabino
witsch. Karlsruhe, 1903.
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It is impossible to expect any regulation of the working-day under
conditions such as described above. The independent artisan who
works on his own account is only too happy to have any work to do,
and, unless idle for lack of orders, works as long as it is possible to
work. Still worse is (or was until the very recent epidemic of strikes
changed conditions considerably) the situation in the larger artisans’
shops, which are virtually sweat shops of the worst order. The fac-
tory legislation is not applicable to such industrial establishments;
the workingmen or workingwomen live, eat, and sleep in the work-
room; and, being under constant supervision, the only limitation
upon the working-day is the generosity of the proprietor of the shop.
During the busy season the girls in the dressmaking establishments
may work from 6 o’clock in the morning until 12 midnight. In
Moheelev ‘“‘the normal working-day of the seamstresses lasts 12

‘hours, while during the winters it may be prolonged to 14, 16, and

even 18 hours.”

The organization of the Jewish workingmen dates from the end of
the last century, and the strikes that followed showed immediate
improvement in the condition of the factory workers as well as of the
artisans.

In Vitebsk the working-day of all the Jewish artisans, which had
been from 13 to 18 hours, was in 1898 reduced to 10 to 12 hours. In
Hemel- the reduction was as great, the 16 to 17 hour working-day
&f le tailors being reduced to 14 to 15 hours net; of the joiners
€vewl?7 hours to 13 to 14 hours net; of the locksmiths, from 16
‘hsuMB%o 14 hours net; of the shoemakers, from 18 hours to 15 hours
‘wa¥)of the dressmakers, from 16 hours to 13 to 14 hours net.

“tkese long working hours have been, until recently, a feature of all
Russien industry; and, as a rule, the hours of work in the artisans’
s which do not come under the provisions of the factory legisla-
feonare invariably longer. But in view of the great changes in the
}o)ftical as well as the economic life of Russia, which are taking place
4} present, it is difficult to say what the average working-day is.
Un:doubtedly many factories, and many more artisans’ shops in the
vrerior of the country, still keep up a very long day of 13 to 15 hours;
\,d-the Workday of 10 and even 9 hours has been introduced in many
<siablishments in St. Petersburg and in Moscow. There is no infor-
metion of such shortemng of the labor day in the industrial centers of
. tkeé Pale, but even in that section the actual working-day varies
- Qreatly.

The following illustrations of successful reductions of the hours of
labor, for the years 1903 and 1904, by means of strikes have been
gfeaned from the Letzte N achrichten, the official organ of the ‘‘Uni-
yersal Union of the Jewish Workingmen in Lithuania, Poland, and

16251—08——9
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Russia,” and published until recently in Switzerland. Durmg the
last two or three years the extraordinary pohtlcal activity of this
organization has forced it to neglect its economic activity.

In Lodz, the Manchester of Russmn Poland, the bakers, in the
summer of 1903, struck for the reduction of the hours of labor from
15 to 13 and were successful.(?) In the small town of Prilooki, in the
Province of Poltava, the workingmen of the local tobacco factory
succeeded, in August, 1903, in having the hours of labor reduced
from 13 to 103.(") During the same month the locksmiths of Vitebsk,
the capital city of the province of the same name, had their hours
reduced from 13 to 12.() In Radomysl, Province of Kiev, the
tailors, as a result of a strike which lasted one day and a half, had
the worklng—day of from 17 to 18 hours reduced to 14 hours.(9)

These few quoted instances show that the Jewish workingmen,

"even in the small establishments of the artisans, are fully alive to the"

gravity of an abnormally long working-day and are permstently
striving to shorten it.

WAGES AND EARNINGS.

In the absence of systematic wage statistics in Russia it: :
to try to determine the average wages of the artisans’ employees
Still more difficult is it to speak with any degree of accuracy - of the
average earmngs of the army of small independent artlsans, since
these earnings must of necessity be subject to great variations, both
of place and time and from one artisan to another. Nevertheless,
the usual estimates furnished by local correspondents well acqua.mted
with local conditions are of some value. From some reports & num-
ber of such estimates were gathered, and these estimates are pre-
sented in the following tabular statement:

EARNINGS OF JEWISH ARTISANS, BY LOCALITIES AND BY OCCUPATIONS, 1898.

. —d

Locality. Occupation. Eamning \roings per

Lithuania . LI
Vilna (town of Vilna) .. cceiniiiiaaannn... Knit—gooda operatives women) - €$1.299t0 $1.80
Jios (form of phaa)- et e SRR

a (town o s operatives, : : X

‘Lovno (town of KOVI0)...cocceeceennnnnn.. Bhoemakers ...... e?.’ ...... I :_;&mwm.so
‘Grodno (town of (}mdno; .................. Shoemakers........c.ccceecanaii. " 154,50 to 206.00
Grodno (town of Grodno)........c.ceee..a.. Shoemshern (average) evesa] i T7.25 50 W00
Grodno (town of Grodno).................. Tallors.ceeceeeecnccecacaannecs| 7T 25C0 257,50

White Russia: : e T
Minsk (townof Minsk)..........ccocaeauie. Knlt-goodsoperatlves (women) ' 3R.63% 51.50
Minsk (town of Slootsk).......cceeaeeaaao. ShoemeKers..eceeeeoacccaeaaanusn e1.85to. 3.09
Vitebsk (town of Vitebsk).................| Blacksmiths.............. Wl . €2.88to 3.09
Vitebsk (townofVltebsk;.......--....-..; Carpen ceeeccccceccnacaa . 22.06t0. 258
Vitebsk (town of Vitebsk)....... . 100010 POLEers...omoetooonoonns 1 T

Southwestern Rassia: : v R
Volhynis (35 locahties) ..................... Y100} o S 61,80 to 103,00
Voth (26 localities)........c.eaeae... ;...1 Talors...cccccennce reeemeen mgtomw
Kiev (17 loca.lities) S T Tallors. . .ccccoe. - seeetenaaity Tf-, .30 303. 00
s Letze Nachrichten, No. 139. ‘ e1-ee Naehrlchwn, No. 186. R

b Letze Nachrichten, No. 144.

s’ Per week.
¢ Letze Nachrichten, No. 146. :
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EARNINGS OF JEWISH ARTISANS, BY LOCALITIES AND BY OCCUPATIONS,
o ’ 1898—Concluded. :

a Per week. ‘

o s Earnings per
Locality. Occupation. anmum.
Southwestern Russia—Concluded.

Kisv 11147, Tailors..ceememacaeniiiaiaaanaas $115.88 to 154.50
Kiev localrtiee; .......................... Tallors. .ot 180.25 to 206.00
Kiev (71ocalities) ... ... ... ... ...... Tailors. . ... :oooiiiciian... 257.50 to 309.00
-Podolia (42 localitiesg ....................... i 110 2 TN 51.50 to 103.00
Podolia (32 locatities) ceceoeeooieeeian..- Talors. ceo oo 103.00 to 154.50
Poltava (17localities) .oooeeee i ainnn.- Talors. ... 92.70 to 154.50
Poltava (5 localities) . ...................... PAROrs. . oeeecineanaaeaaaaaaa 180.25 to 257.50
Volhynia (12 localities .--- 51.50
Volh; 51.50to 77.25
77.25 10 103.00
. -- . 103.00 to 154.50
Shoemakers...................... 77.25 10 103.00
Shoemakers. .. ............oo.... 103.00 to 154.50
Shoemakers. ... ......o...ccieans 180.25 to 257.50
. iPodolla (16 localities) ._.._.................| Shoemakers. .................... 77.25
3 .. <Podolia (21 localities)eee . ... ....c.........| Bhoemakers.... ... .. ... ... ... 77.25 to 103.00
L i¥Podolin {2 ocalities) . .. .................| Bhoemakers....................... 118.45 to 154.50
E - 27 Kiev (31 Yocalities)...............---.......-| Carpenters.._._.._..._ . ... .1 103.00 to 15450
i 128.75 to 257.50
Lo 77.95 to 103.00
B 115.88 to 154.50
v 38.63to 90.13
§1.50to 77.25
84.98 to 103.00
128.75 to 154.50
12.88t0 25.75
25.75to 51.50
61.80 to 103.00
25.75t0 61.50
61.80 to 103.00
Podolt 253 localities) . __................ Beamsiresses. ......coeviiieinnans 15.45t0 51.50
P Podolia (16 localities).....cceceueenaaao .. Beamstresses.......cceveemaonoo.. 64.33 to 103.00
Thirty-three per cent of the localities..... Tailors and dressmakers....._... Under 128.75
_ Forty-seven per cent of the localities.._....| Tailors and dressmekers......... 128.75 to 154.50
‘Twenty per cent of the localities............ Tailors and dressmakers......... 154.50 or over
‘Fifty-two per cent of the localities...._.... ShoemAaKers. .coeucuonacaccaeaanan: Under 128.75
Thirty-three per cent of the localities....... ShoemaKers...coccavecuacacenacan. 128.75 to 154.50
- - Fifteen per cent.of the Jocalities.. ... .. Shoemakers.....oocemvmnunannnnn.- 154.50 or over
Town of Todr .. aeee e Brushmakers.................... 103.090 to 206.00
-Townofleds....... elescceccieccacaccanan Weavers (athome)............._. a3.09to 3.61
BmaB tOWNS ... e eenieiiiaiaiii e Lece makers (girls)............... 23.18 or over.

. Bouth Russia: . :
* Fifty-four localfties................o...... Taflors........... 128.75 to 206.00
\ - Fourteen iocalities. eaes . 206.00 or over.
] F:t_z—tv © per oent of aX! loealitics -- 51.50 to 206.00
, Forly-five per cont of all localities.......... Under 51.50

' . 'These money earnings must not be judged from the standpo: -: of
American prices and the purchasing value of the dollar in the Uk 1
- States, for while the ruble is the equivalent of only 51.5 cenis et
_ita_purchasing value in the majority of the cities of the Pale) tkd
.. the" exception of large cities like Odessa and Warsaw, 8 alo ut
_equal to that of the American dollar. Even with this guat:€icahmn
the earnings of the majority of the artisans are very swadli aad in
view of the determination of the normal Jewish famy's Vevd got in a
smiall town as 300 rubles ($154.50), a vast numbesv- o et artisans
seem to have considerable difficulty in esw»iwa Y. necessary
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The following table, complled by the Jewish Colonization Somety
in its report on the economic condition of the Jews in Russia, gives
the earnings of a number of Jewish artisans in the cities of southern
Russia: '

JEWISH ARTISANS REPORTED IN THE CITIES OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA RECEIVING
EACH CLASSIFIED AMOUNT OF ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1898.

| Number of artisans mported in| Total artisans
cities baving a population of— reported.
Annusl earnings. Und 10,000to | 50,000
nder , o ,000 or
10,000. | 50,000. over. | Number. | Per cent.
$51.500runder. ... ..oco.iiiiiiiaaann 57 4“4 101 6.9
$52.02t08128.76. ... iiiiiiiiiiaaianan 379 199 32 610 41.6
$129.27 to $206.00....... M eaeeceaseeaeneas 176 217 74 467 31.9
$206.52 10 $283.25 ... ... oiiioiiioiieia. . 57 62 32 151 10.3
$283.77t0 $360.50. . . oo 12 50 25 . 87| . 6.0
$361.02t0 $437.75. ... _.: R .10 A 21 | - 1.4
$438.27t08515.00. . .. ..o iaaanaas 5 13 18 1.2
$515.52 OF OVer. o onceeiiiicieeeenaeiacaecieiananaa . 7 3 101 , .7

The earnings of the artisans in the southern cities are ewdently
much higher than in the northwest, and in the larger cities reach a
level practically unknown in Lithuania or in White Russia:  These
data are a sufficient explanation of the movement of the Jews ‘south-
ward, as well as of the absence of any perceptible Jewish emigration
from the southern Provinces until it was stimulated by other than
 normal economic causes, namely the anti-Jewish riots.

OBGANIZATIONS OF ARTISANS

The tendency toward i improving the condition of work of the j jour-
neymen has been illustrated above. Some information of the Jewish
labor movement of the last few years has reached the American
press. This broad labor movement under the ausplc% of the power-
ful “Universal Union of Jewish Workingmen in Lithuania, Poland,
and Russia’” (the so-called ‘“Bund’’), which primarily dlrects its
efforts toward the organization of the factory workers, will be dis-
cussed fully in another section of this article. Very httle.ls known
outside of the Pale of a peculiarly Jewish organization among the
artisans and their employees, which antedated the “Bund” by many
decades and must have prepared the way for the broader movement
which was to follow. This orgamzatlon is the so-called « ‘khewra,” a
word of Hebrew origin, meaning a company, an a.ssoclatlon B '

- To a certain extent the “khevra’ as it exists to-day is ‘analogous
to the artisans’ guilds and journeymen s guilds of the Middle Ages
in western Europe. Its origin, however, must be sought in the rites
of the Jewish religion._Various Hebrew religious functions must be
observed in common. 17 in fact, the prayers on certain océasions must
be held in the presence of at least ten adults of the Jewish faith.
Again, the main accessory of the Hebrew devotional exerclses——the
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“thora” (the Old Testament, written in Hebrew on a long roll of
parchment)—is too expensive to be in the possession of any but the
richest citizens of the community. Thus, organizations for the
express purpose of praying and of owning a “thora” sprung up;
and it was easy for these organizations to develop along trade lines,
because of the natural leaning of people of the same occupations
toward each other. Gradually charitable functions were added to
the religious ones; but in the beginning even the charitable acts had
a religious basis, such as the execution of the various ceremonies
connected with the burying of the dead members of the “khevra.”
The members of the “khevra’ must not only accompany the body
of the dead to its last resting . place but must also assemble daily
during the entire month to say the customa,ry prayers. More impor-
tant from the social-economic point of view is the obligation to
stay, in regular turn, with a sick “brother”” throughout the night if
necessary.

The transition from this service to a sick benefit fund is natural.
To make such financial assistance possible, a small entrance fee and
still smaller dues are provided, the first being often as small as 1
ruble (51.5 cents) and the latter only 4 or 5 copecks (2 or 2} cents)
or less per week. If this moderate income still leaves a surplus it
may be used in granting the members small loans without any inter-
est. This tendency toward mutual assistance leads to a strong bond
among the members of the “ khevra’ and teaches them the advantages
of cooperative activity along broader lines. This depends upon the
constituency of the organization. The original “khevra’ consisted
exclusively or primarily of independent master workmen. This is
still true of “khevras” in those industries where the average shop is
small and the majority of the artisans employ few or no wageworkers.
The few journeymen join the organization and do not of themselves
represent any considerable force in it; but as the number of working-
men grows, a feeling of dlssatlsfactlon with the management of the
“khevra” arises. In the original “khevra” the democratic spirit is
manifested by trusting the election of the officers to lot, and thus in
a mixed “khevra,” i. e., one where both masters and employees are
found among the members the offices may be exclusively gNen to
the employers, which causes the formation of distinct havd:iecin the
“khevra.”” One solution of the difficulty is the bvewcing Wl of the
“khevra’” into two branches—-one composed of o ewbloyees and
the other of the employees. Or again, when ¥ nvwher of the
employees is proportionately large and the ewyleyevs oyproach the
small capitalist, the latter may lose ‘all \meres\ 1n ¥ "ghevra” and
it becomes a purely labor organizatiop .

a Die Ofganizationen des Judischen Pya et aks in Russland, von Sara Rabino-
witgch. Karlsruhe, 1903.
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Such development has been noticed in the city of Moheelev, the
only town where the ‘‘khevras” have been carefully studied. In
that city were found single “khevras” of independent artisans in the
following trades: Shoemakers (from 50 to 60 members); jewelers and -
watchmakers; and tin, roof, and lock smiths (about 30 members).
Double “khevras,” i. e., separate organizations of the masters and
the employees, were found in the trades of the ladies’ tailors, carpen-
ters, dyers, and stove builders. The ‘““khevra’ of the ladies’ tailors’
employees is one of the oldest and strongest. It included over 70.
Workinbmen and was able not only to conduct a comparatively exten-~
sive benevolent activity, but also to influence, to some extent, the
condition of labor. Thus, it has put an end to a customary irregu-
larity of payment of wages, has forced wages upward, and has even
carried through the principle of the closed shop,.in fact if 2ot in name,
since only the members of this “khevra’ are entitled to employment
by the tailors. This “khevra” is open to all workmen above the age
of 18 years, but the entrance fee is 10 rubles ($5.15). S

These social tendencies manifest themselves eloquently among tbe'_
mass of the Jewish workingmen even in this country. . The large num-
ber of Jewish ‘‘khevras,” lodges, clubs, fraternities, brotherhoods, and:
other orgamzatmns——frequently under American names and with the.
introduction of various rites—that are pursumg pertly religious a.nd
partly charitable purposes, and often possessing nationsal organiza-
tions, are in reality only an outgrowth of the primitive *khevras.”
It was in this habit of organization that the labor-union propaganda
found such fertile soil among the mass of the Jewish workmgmen in
New York City.

UNSKILLED LABORERS.

It has been observed that the Russian Jewish immigrant in the
United States takes very unwillingly to unskilled labor. - Thus in
New York City of the total foreign population (foreign born and
native born of foreign parentage) 10 per cent are common laborers, -
while of the Russians only 2.4 per cent are so reported.” Similarly
in Russia the Jew who finds it impossible to earn a living in com-
merce chooses some skilled trade. Aside from the low social posmon
of the unskilled laborer, the reasons for this disinclination to enter
that field of work are to be found in the inferior physique of the un-
derfed city-bred Jew. The Jew in southern Russia more frequently
lives in the country, is generally of a much more powerful physique,
and takes more readily to unskilled or (according to -the. Russian
terminology) ‘‘black” labor. Another reason is found in tbe unhm-‘
ited supply of unskilléd labor furnished by thé Russian peasant, espé--
clally in northwestern Russia. In the Provinces of southern (new)
Russia, which are more sparsely settled and ofte~ < ffer from scarcity
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of labor, the wages of agricultural labor are higher and the Jew,
both of the city and the country, is more often drawn to it.

The data in regard to unskilled Jewish labor are not very satis-
factory. No data at all could be obtained in regard to the five
large cities of Lodz, Odessa, Kiev, Kovno, and Moheeley. Outside
of these five cities the number of unskilled laborers was 97,900, so
that the total number was certainly considerably over 100,000. In
this number are included many kinds of work which in this country
are not classified with unskilled labor, as is shown in the following
table:

NUMBER OF JEWISH UNSKILLED LABORERS IN THE FOUR PRINCIPAL DIVISIONS

OF THE PALE (NOT INCLUDING THE CITIES OF LODZ, ODESSA, KIEV, KOVNO, AND
HOHEELEV), BY OCCUPATIONS, 1898.

North- South- { Southern
h Oocupation. Poland. western western (new) Total.
) Russia Russia. Russia
__________.\.J_ —

Agncultural laborers ..................... 832 3,814 5,824 2,381 12,901
................................... 2,834 4,981 3,520 1,875 13,260
Dlggem and stonebreakers .............. 681 1,379 550 376 2,986
" Longshoremen and carriers..... 7,670 7,38 8,044 9,465 | R, 528
Lumbermen.................. 411 2,263 590 1,022 4,286
Raftemen. ... ... .o aooiiiioioo.l 161 1,975 141 836 3,113
Regpickers. ... ..o ooioioiiiiiiiio.. . 1,155 1,988 1,034 124 4,301
Teamsters. . ..cueuceeeceacnccncacaccanacan 3,327 5,916 2,919 6,657 18.819
Water earriers. ......... ceeceeccccanancaas 1, 404 1,054 1,844 1,076 5,378
Not Seceeececacececcensacarannenen 31 111 132 54 328
b 1] 2 D 18, 60G 30,830 24,598 23, 866 97.900

Altogether, these occupations employ about 2 per cent of the total
Jewish population (equivalent to about 7 per cent of the Jews gain-
fully employed). For reasons indicated above, the percentage rises to
3.3 per cent in southern Russia (or about 10 per cent of those empleyed)
and falls to 1.4 per cent in Poland (4.2 per cent of those employed).
" This high proportion is due to the inclusion among the unskilled work-
ers of workmen in trades of a more or less skilled nature, such as lum-
" bermen, teamsters, and agricultural laborers.
~ The data .of the preceding table are mainly interesting as showing
. that the hardest forms of physical labor are not unfamiliar to the
: Russian Jews. While some of the occupations are not familiar in this
country, such as a water carrier or a ragpicker, comparatively few
Jews remain in the other employments above enumerated when they
migrate to this country or to England, because they come in competi-
tion with workers of other nationalitieswho a:. ~ore fit for heavy work
inthe open air. It is probable that under $v \nluence of economic
distress the number of the Jews in these ccculath ons in Russia is
increasing, since the turning of city-bred men awnd women to hired
agricultural labor is a very unusual econome fwvomenon. It is also
probable that the number of Jewish agaicaldaral laborers would
have been considerably greater had i wsX keex for the laws of 1882,
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which preclude the possibility of the Jew wandering very far in quest
of such labor, because he has no right to live in the rural districts.

The average daily wage of an agricultural laborer varies-consider-
ably from locality to locality and from one season to the other, being
highest in the Provinces of southern Russia, where it varies from 50
copecks (25.8 cents) during sowing time to 1.50 rubles (77 cents) dur-
ing harvest; and lowest in northwestern Russia, where the wages are
25 copecks and 50 copecks (12.9 and 25.8 cents). These wages are not
supplemented with board, and if board is supplied, the wages are
somewhat lower. The standard of living of an agricultural laborer in
Russia may easily be judged from the fact that the cost of subsistence
is officially estimated at from 45 to 50 rubles ($23.18 to $25.75) per
annum, which equals about 6 cents per day. The regular daily ration
of an agricultural laborer consists of about 4 pounds of bread, which
is sometimes supplemented with a cucumber or a few onions. In the
Provinces of southern Russia there is often a perceptible shortage of
agricultural labor during harvest time. Nevertheless the same restric-
tions against the Jew furnishing his labor at this time remain in force,
which causes the scale of wages to rise, for a short time at least, much
above the given limits. I

. For obvious reasons the number of longshoremen and carriers shown
in the table is greatest in southern Russia, and if the dats for Odessa
had been obtained the number would have been much greater, for
many of the Jewish cities, especially Odessa and Nikolaiev; are im-
portant ports and conduct a great exporting trade in grain. - ‘

Speaking of these laborers & Russian investigator of the conditions
in Odessa says: (%) .

From their external appearance it is difficult to guess at their nation-
ality, so strong, rough, and muscular do they look. Their wages,
besides being very low, rarely more than 50 copecks [25.8 cents] for a
whole day’s work, are seldom regular, their employment almost acci-
dental, and the large numbers of these laborers anxiously waiting for

an opportunity to earn a few copecks, and crowding the so-called mar-
ket (or the open public ground) is one of the most distressing pictures

of each and every Russian-Jewish town.

The draymen’s occupation was very popular among the Jews of
the northwestern Provinces before the railroads were built, and in
the smaller towns of the Pale, especially in the northwest ahd in
Poland, it is still exclusively in the hands of the Jews. An official
investigation of the 15 Provinces of the Pale (exclusive of the 10
Polish Provinces) made in 1887, determined the number of cabmen
and teamsters at 18,532, and, according to the above table, the
number had grown to 25,868 in 1898-99, and yet this increase of 39.6

aSee V Cherte Evreiskoy Osedlosti (Within the Jewish Pale), by A. P. Subbotin.
St. Petersburg, 1888. Vol. II, p. 228. '
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per cent within the short period of eleven years did not come because
of exceptional prosperity in chat occupation. The development of
the railway system in western Russia has curtailed the old form of
transportation of passengers and to some extent of the freight among
the towns of the Pale, which was a profitable business at one time.
The rapid construction of electric tram lines in most of the larger
cities of the Pale has had a similar effect upon the business of the
city cabmen, who, before the advent of the electric lines, controlled
the only mode of intraurban transportation. There are still many
towus in the Pale not connected by any railroad line, but most of
them have lost their commercial importance, and the income of the
old teamster, with his large, ugly, and dilapidated wagon, not unlike

" that used by the American pioneer in his migrations westward, has
. a,lsq fallen considerably. In the large towns the new methods of
--transporting goods have developed; but in the development of the
" business the independence of the teamsters has been destroyed.

Whetler they get a stipulated wage,.as do the cabmen in Warsaw,

. of board and 1 ruble (51.5 cents) a week, or are given a fixed per-

r-ontage of their daily earnings, or get the residue after a certain
minimum has been earned for their employer (as in Odessa), their
incomes are invariably smaller than under the old system. The
+verage daily income of a teamster who does not possess his own

_.togm has been estimated at from 75 copecks to 1.5 rubles (38.6 to
71.3 cents), while the teamster or cabman who is the owner of his

cutﬁi; may earn even from 2 to 23 rubles ($1.03 to $1.29).
-~ A very peculiar occupation, which is rapidly vanishing in the larger

sities of the Pale, but which will probably remain for a long time in

ilie middle-sized towns, is that of the water carrier. Ten or twelve

“years ago even the larger cities of the Pale, such as the seats of the
~ provincial governments, had no other provision for water supply than
-thariver flowing by in the vicinity, and the distribution of water

cver the entire city was done in a very primitive manner. Often the

“ster carrier did not possess even a horse and wagon and a barrel.
““This primitive method is still in use in the smaller towns, where the
. _poverty of the people precludes the possibility of constructing a sys-
. -tera of waterworks.”- A water carrier, even though he works inces-
% suntly, can not clear much more than 50 copecks (25.8 c=nts) a day.
" Another specifically Russian occupation is that of tle &vivars of the

ssnifary wagons which, in most of the smaller Rusciaw vwowg serve

-5s a substitute for a system of sewerage and Jdwwiege - robably
“hecause of the objectionable character of the wovk Ye $ai\y income
-of the drivers of these wagons ranges from 80 coecks.. 1< 13 rubles
4‘ 41 2 to 77.3 cents)



536 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR.

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY.

JEWISH BBRANCHES OF INDUSTRY.

The emancipation of the serfs in 1863 gave to Russia an abuﬁdant f

supply of free labor, which naturally gravitated into the cities, and
thus the industrial history of Russia since that time presents a growth
of manufactures on a larger scale than was ever before known in that
country. Inwestern Russia the growth was most rapid, because the
economic condition of the masses of Jews inhabiting the cities of

the Pale was especially favorable to the growth of industries. Both -

Jewish commerce and Jewish hand trades had rapidly become less

profitable; therefore Jewish capital and Jewish labor were attracted -

toward manufacturing. The following data for the two periods 1889
and 1897, separated only by the short period of nine years, 1llustrate

the rapld growth of the industry in the Paie: _

NUMBER OF MANUFACTURING PLANTS AND EMPLOYEES AND VALUE OF P’BODUCTS,“

BY REGIONS, 1889 AND 1897.

[From official data published by the Russian ministry of finance.]

: Millsand| Employ- { Valueof
Region and year. | tactories! ~ ees. products.
Northwestern Russia: o : o
1880 . oo i iciaiaaieescancaeean 1,337 20,080 | - $11,466,475
DL 7 PN 1,962 39,802 { - , 461,
Southwestem Russia: i .
............................................................ 1,711 | 19,7271 26,824,290
1897 ............................................................ , 596 42,613 38, 599,250 -
Southern (new) Russia: :
18R L i iiieiiiieeecaccectiectoaccaceaccctemnacaaaaan 1,084 25,319 30,382 425
807 et e et eeeccececaeccatccceaccoceeacanaaa- 2, 562 99,170 119, 228, 165
The Pale (not including Poland):
1L T S U 4,132 ] 46512 68, 673, 190
1807 eIl 7,120 it 184, 289, 145
Peroent of inerease. ... .. ociueiauicaiaiananccaaanecanaannann 72.3 «150.8 1 ) 168. 4

a Not mcludn;iemployees in the Province of Kiev. In 1897 the number of employees in that valme
was 18,270, which number was deducted from the total in calculating the per cent of increase.

The greatest growth of industrial activity according to these
official data is found in southern Russia, which is accounted for by

the rich mineral deposits in that region. The northwestern Provinces"

are very poor in such deposits, and there the condition of the labor

e SR AU

market was probably the greatest stimulus to .the growth of the

industry, and next to it were the efforts of Jewish enterprise. - “Thesé
considerations explain, for mstance, why one of the greatest of the

Russian tobacco factories grew up in a sizall and insignificant town

like Grodno and why Bialystok, near Grodno, became a great tex’iler

center.

But this manufacturing industry is not all the result of Jewxsh a

enterprise.
great as the number of Jews would lead one to expect.

In fact, the proportion of Jewish capltahsts is not sor
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In the first of the following tables, taken from the report of the St.
Petersburg Jewish Colonization Society, is shown the number of
factories in three regions of the Pale and the number and per cent of
such factories operated by Jews; also the number of employees in
all factories, the number and per cent of employees in Jewish facto-
ries, and the avérage number in each factory classed as non-Jewish
and Jewish. The value of products manufactured by all the factories
and the value and per cent of the products manufactured by Jewish
factories are also given in the second table, as well as the average
value by non-Jewish and by Jewish factories. A study of the
figures reveals the fact that although in northwestern Russia the
Jews controlled 51 per cent of all the factories and had 58.3 per
- cent of the total number of employees, the value of the products
- manufactured was only 47.6 per cent of the total. In the 15 Prov-
~ inces the Jews had 37.8 per cent of the factories, employed only 27
per cent of the workingmen, and the value of products manufactured
in Jewish factories was but 22.5 per cent of the total value of
msnufactured products. The averages, perhaps, indicate more
clearly the smaller relative productiveness of Jewish factories as
compared with non-Jewish factories. The tables show that while
the average number of employees in each Jewish factory was con-
siderably over one-half of the average number in each non-Jewish
factory the average value of the manufactured products was less
than one-half of that of the non-Jewish factory. This discrepancy
is fully explained, however, by the fact that among the Jewish
factories there is a larger percentage unprovided with any mechanical
power.

NUMBER OF JEWISH FACTORIES AND EMPLOYEES COMPARED WITH TOTAL ¥ACTO-
" RIES AND EMPLOYEES, IN THREE SPECIFIED REGIONS OF THE PALE, 1898.

[From Report of J ewish Colonization Society.]

Factorics. Employra S
' ’ In Jewish Eachv ] Averayc
Jewish toric s
Region. Y e
Total. per | Total o n
Number. | cent of Nurdbws ob W “'t':_h
total » ri.es.
5 .\ 15,0
Northwestern Russia. ...... 2,701 1,402 5.0) 51,639 2 Y o l’,‘ v| 2L
Bouthwestem Ruesia.. . ..... 3,374 1143 | 339/ 10876¢| &3 . b 246
m (new) Russia.....| 1,627 38| =8| 4™ G, 1 13.6
Total........ JURT 7,70 | 2933 37.8| P23 ¢ 3. 3.6 217

. '



RO38 — BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR.
VALUE OF PRODUCTS "MANUFACTURED IN JEWISH FACTORIES ‘COMPARED WITH .
TOTAL VALUE OF MANUF ACTURED PRODUCTS IN THREE SPECIFIED BEGIONS OF 3
THE PALE, 18¢8. , E

: {From -Report of Jewish Colonization Society.]

t oo Value of products manufactored. .
) In Jewish factories. Average. '
Region. ; v
Total. Per In non- .
Total.  |cent of|. Jewish | IR Jewish' 3
total. | factories. | factores. 3
Northwestern Russia................. $32, 4)3 028 '315 430, 804 4.6 $12, 600 $11,006 ".
Southwestern Russia................. 82 106 141 % 114,0Q 26.9 26,890 | . 19 347 3
Southern (new) Russia............... 94,039,309 9 414,560’ 3 - 10.0 68,301 4,264 g
17 DU T...| 208,548,478 “‘y is 059, 503"} rzz 5 33,546 16,011 ;;

that, notw1thstandmg the existence of a few wealﬁi 'I%msh manu- :
facturers in northwestern Russia and in southern Russi he averagg'
Jevnsh manufacturer commands a much smaller ca'

in reality a very small esta.bhshment

Besides the lack of Jewish capital there are 1@:10111) i
factors, of a legal nature, which keep the Jews frog:. es
large industrial enterprises. 2

One of the reasons why the participation of the Jews inthis 1
of industry has been so insignificant is the fact that in the citiés,;
purchase and renting of landed property is permitted to the 1, -for
sanitary reasons not all kinds of factories and mills may be estab-"?
lished, and the acquisition of real estate beyond the city limits- ‘was
prohlblted by the laws- of 1865; furthermore, the May la.ws 2

e E AR RS

villages.
The corporate form of orgamzatlon is stlll little used in R

$20,600) per annum, the presence of the proprietor is an ab@ Fhajs
necessity. A small Jewish capitalist can not, therefore, estabﬁ‘sh.__ 2
factory in a locahty in which he is denied the right of domlcllé

a great variety of industries, though some branches attract it/ mo)
than others, In the following list only those mdustnes are:

tioned in which Jewish capltal and enterprise are more  pro
than in the others:
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TOTAL FACTORIES, JEWISH FACTORIES, AND PER CENT OFJEWISH FACTORIES, BY

INDUSTRIES.
Jewish factories.

Total ;

Industry. : Per cent

factories. Number. | ‘of total
factories.
Mextile. .ot eacrareieeaeceeeeeaceeaaaan 372 299 80.4
301 ) :1 11 329 199 60.5
b K] 0T o S 110 83 75.5
D & L L TP 530 287 54.2
ap 139 122 87.8
7 157 20.9
37 30 81.1
1,807 542 28.4
159 80 50.3
846 57 6.7
381 110 28.9
119 83 69.7

e

" ‘Smaller investments of Jewish capital may be found in dozens of
" other industries. Its participation in the beet-sugar industry is very
‘great, that being one of the industries in which the corporate form of
management has become customary, but the per cent of Jewish capital
. can not be determined. There are Jewish glass factories and iron and
. steel mills. More than one-half of the number of match factories
~ and all the brush.-factories in the Pale belong to the Jews, and there
~ are Jewish paper faetories, machine shops, etc. Some twenty years
* ago the distillery business was almost altogether in the hands of Jews,
- but the difficulty of establishing themselves outside the limits of the
: cities has forced many of them out of this industry. The number of
- small Jewish beer breweries has also rapidly diminished because of the
- introduction of the Government monopoly in the sale of spirituous
[liquors. No less signiﬁcant is the almost entire absence of Jewish
capital from the mining and metallurglcal industry, for reasons
mdlcated above.

JEWISH INDUSTRIES IN POLAND.

l.;"‘

The insufficiency of official data in regard to Polish industry leaves
§’ 1@‘&&1}& collected by the agents and correspondents of the Jewish
% ‘Colonization Society the only source of information. During the
+*last thirty years the industrial development of Poland has been very
“great, but German capltahsts and business men much more than the
. ‘Jewish were instrumental in fostering this development. A stream
of German capital, energy, and experience has constantly flowed
~-across the frontier, and a greater stream of labor has followed until
Poland has become the great industrial center of the Russian Empire.
E Gradually domestic capital and enterprise and labor drifted into
manufa.cturmg industry, and this domestic capital meant Jewish
ca.pltal But Jewish factories still remain the weaker and smaller.
- Of the 4,221 factories officially registered in Poland, the correspond-
.fents of the Jewish Colonization Society reported on 1,867 only, of

)c

mm«m A
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£ TOTAL FACTOBIES JEWISH FACTORIES, AND PER CENT OF JEWISH FACTORIES, BY

INDUSTRIES.

Jewish factories.
Industry. fag%;}i}as Per cent

‘I Number.{ of total
factories.
IO oo ee e oo e 372 299 80.4
D E i1 S 329 199 60.5
b LT 7 T 110 83 75.5
D 1 T T 530 287 54.2
L R 139 122 87.8
3 o 1) S 7 157 20.9
..................................................................... 37 30 81.1
Flourm,g mill producta ................................................... 1,907 542 28.4
............................................................... 159 80 50.3
DI e e e e e ee e emeeae e eamn e e e e e meee e ra—an 846 57 6.7
Beer brewing’.‘ ........................................................... 381 110 28.9
lﬁneravlvwagers_, ........................................................... 119 83 6.7

pther industries. Its participation in the beet-sugar industry is very
‘gréat, that being one of the industries in which the corporate form of
. management has become customary, but the per cent of Jewish capital
. can not be determined. There are Jewish glass factories and iron and
i steel mills. More than one-half of the number of match factories
~and all the brush.factories in the Pale belong to the Jews, and there
? are Jewish paper factories, machine shops, etc. Some twenty years

~“ago the distillery business was almost altogether in the hands of Jews,
" but the difficulty of establishing themselves outside the limits of the
;. cities has forced many of them out of this industry. The number of
- small Jewish beer breweries has also rapidly diminished because of the
¢ introduction of the Government monopoly in the sale of spirituous
¢ liquors. No less sigm'ﬁcant is the almost entire absence of Jewish
f capital from the mining and metallurglcal industry, for reasons
mdlca.ted above. :

JEWISH INDUSTRIES IN POLAND.

The msujﬁclency of official data in regard to Polish industry leaves
*data collected by the agents and correspondents of the Jewish
“Colonization Society the only souree of information. During the
*last, thirty years the industrial development of Poland has been very
3 “great, but German capltahsts and business men much more than the
% ‘Jewish were instrumental in fostering this development. A stream
t Of ‘German capital, energy, and experience has constantly flowed
--8cross the frontier, and a greater stream of labor has followed until
;’ ‘Poland has become the great industrial center of the Russian Empire.
ﬂ Gradually domestic capital and enterprise and labor drifted into
m’amxfactunng industry, and this domestic capital meant Jewish
pital. But Jewish factories still remain the weaker and smaller.
Of'].the 4,221 factories officially registered in Poland, the correspond-
ents of the Jewish Colonization Society reported on 1,867 only, of
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which number 1,416 belonged to Jewish and 451 to non-Jewish.

capitalists, but this must not be taken as a true proportion of the
Jewish factories, because the correspondents devoted themselves
especially to the description of the Jewish establishments. Never-
theless, it is significant to find that in a Jewish factory the average
number of workingmen was 30, while in a non-Jewish factory it was
102. Moreover, of the Jewish factories only 27 per cent were provided
with mechanical power, while of the non-Jewish factories 69 per cent
had such power. If the factories be divided into two classes, those
with and those without mechanical motors, it is found that of the
factories with mechanical power, the non-Jewish had an average
number of 135 workingmen and the Jewish only 72; of all the facto-
ries without mechanical power, the non-Jewish had an average
number of 28 workingmen and the Jewish only 15 workingmen.

In the following statement is shown the number of establishments
in the various branches of industry in which Jewxsh capltal is
employed: :

Textiles - covveimeiieeeicianna- 305 | Lumber.... ... ... ..., 46
Teather. ... ... .. .. ... ..... 162 | Beer breweries.................... 45
Creameries............coueeceeann 98 | Paper manufacture........._...... 42
Mineral waters................... 81 | Chemical industry................. 29
Flourmills.. ... ... _........._. 68 | Soap manufacture................. 28
Brick factories 66 | Brushes, etC. .. .coveemenanannan... 25
Drygoods........................ 63| Allother.................. ...... 201
Manufactures of wood............... 58

Glass and pottery................. 50 Total.... ... . ............. 1, 416

Metal goods.......cooooeiaiaaa.os 49
' JEWISH ACTIVITY IN THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY.

The textile industry remains the most prominent industry of

Poland, but recently several important centers of textile industry

have sprung up in other regions of the Pale. Lodz, a city in the -

Polish Province of Petrikau, has within the comparatively short
time of thirty or forty years become a great manufacturing center,

and supplies cotton goods to the entire Russian Empire. Zgierz and L
Tomaszow, in the same Province, have developed into great centers of -

manufactures of woolen goods. In Lithuania the mest important”

center of the textile industry is Bialystok, where woolen goods are

manufactured. In Poland there are 305 Jewish factories of texsile |

goods, of which number 155 are located in the city of Lodz. In ¥bo -
‘region of Bialystok (Province of Grodno) and its suburbs there ave -

299 Jewish factories out of a total of 372. Some of the greatwst

factories in Lodz belong to Jews, such as the cotton factories of o

Posnansky, Rosenblatt, Sﬂberst.em, and others. The first ofthese e
employs from 6,000 to 7,000 workingmen, and the value of its prﬁd-

ucts is about 12,000,000 rubles ($6,180,000) each yesar. A &”"
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4

‘such establishments may distort any averages; nevertheless, it still
remains true that the 155 Jewish textile factories employ 12,848 men,
or about 83 workingmen per factory, while the 112 non-Jewish
factories employ 31,593 men, or 282 workingmen per factory, and that
of the Jewish factories 37 per cent have no mechanical power, while
of the non-Jewish factories 14, or only 12.5 per cent, are without such
power.

Even in Bialystok, which is much more of a Jewish manufacturing
center than Lodz, the same inferiority of the Jewish factory is noticed.
- Thus of the 318 factories manufacturing woolen goods, 260 were
Jewish and only 58 non-Jewish. The average value of the production
~ of .a-Jewish factory was 16 800 rubles ($8,652) and the average
nu:mber of workingmen 17; in a non-Jewish factory the average
yalue of production was 73,000 rubles ($37,595), and the average
number of workingmen was 55. In short, it must be admitted that
notmthst;andmg a few individual cases, the number of great Jewish
. capitalists is small, and that the majority of the Jewish manufac-
‘turers.are people of moderate means. It will appear presently that
~ this circumstance has some important consequences upon the condi-
{ tion of Jewish labor. :

FACTORY LABOR.

SERERC Mkl T

Jemsh labor appeared in large manufacturing industries much
- lakavthan Jewish capital and enterprise, and for obvious reasons. In
g - Ywe-middle of the last. .century the majority of the Jews belonged to
.~ ¥iemiddle class; they were either merchants or independent arti-
| soes and work in a factory presented to them s considerable down-
' Wé’d step in the social scale. So it is natural to find that a strong
~preiudice existed against such action some thirty years ago, especially
| when the remuneration of a factory worker and the general conditions
i of bis life and work were very unsatisfactory, as they always are in the
’:;. “initial stages of the development of capltahstlc industry. It required
.+ §.'8 pereeptible decline in the economic condition of the Jewish artisan,
L in the early eighties, to force him into the ranks of the industrial
 army. Since then the number of Jewish wageworkers in manufac-
;l; turing industries has grown rapidly, but owing to the absence of
: ofhicial labor statistics it is impossible to state the number of these
% focdory workers with any degree of accuracy. The only source for
]
¥
¢

QVier appromma.te information upon this most important problem

repwins in the data collected by the agents of the Jewish Colonization
- Sotzety for their report on the economic condition of the Jews in
. Busaia. While these data are not up-to-date and are incomplete,
7‘?’{!\@ 'y Temain the best that may be had. Reports were made for
only 3,186 out of 7,750 factories existing in the Pale in 1897. In the
'Lj,tOries reported for northwestern, southwestern, and southern (new)

0
T
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Russia 33,933 Jewish factory workers were'empleye(.l and in thoge }
reported for Poland 12,380 were employed a total of 46,313 in the ’.

factories reported for the Pale.

There can be no doubt that this total is far below the actual number, :
and an effort may be made to correct the returns of this private
investigation, at least approximately, by making the legitimate
assumption that in the factories omitted the percentage of Jewish

workingmen was the same as in the factories reported, which gives the
following:

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF JEWISH WORKINGMEN IN THREE SPECIFIED REGIONS OF

THE PALE.
Number of workingmen. Per
s | St Sl
- PO ewi number of
Region. According | to Jewish colonization | of total | . Jewish
to census committee. reported | working-
figures tocom- | men. -
(897). | motal. | Jewish. | mittee. E

Northwestern Russia. ... .................. 51,659 41, 589 22,279 53.6. 27 639
Southwestern Russia. ...................... 108, 769 83,280 9 596 1.5 12 508
Southern (new) Russia .................... 74,775 33,341 2 058 6.2 4,638
Total......oooememimia e 235,203 | 158,210 33,933 21.4]| k};sg 033

No such comparison is possible for the 10 Polish Provincoé ;Al‘iﬁt

o R

if it be supposed that the proportion is about the same and the 12,380 -

recorded Jewish workingmen of Poland be taken to represent about

18,000 workingmen in that section, then the total number of Jewish .

factory workers in the entire Pale would be about 68,000. When
it is remembered that the large industrial centers like Lodz and
Bialystok are included in this total, its inadequacy becomes appar-
ent. It must be borne in mind that these data at best are over nine
years old; that, as was shown in a preceding table, the number of

factory workers increased 150 per cent in the eight years, 1889 to

1897, and that Russian industry has developed considerably since

the latter date. Then, too, it has been pointed out in a previous T

section of this article that a great number of the so-called artlsa.ns'
shops are in reality small factories, therefore a considerable number
of so-called artisans are but skilled factory employees.. When all
these facts are taken into consideration, the statement seems plausible |

that there are at the present time from 100,000 to 150,000 Jewish

factory employees in the Pale. It is neverthelws true that while
the Jews constitute almost one-half of the city population, and the
commercial and industrial half, only about 20 per cent of the factory ..

workers areJews. A great many reasons,besides those of a hJstorxcal_

nature mentioned above, have combined to retard the transformatios
of the poor Jewish mass in Russia into an army of factory em lo
it is because some of these Teasons are absent a.nd the ot "

-n
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weakened that this transformation is going on much more rapidly
in- the United States.

One of these reasons is the strength of the rehglous convictions
of the Russian Jew and his strict compliance with all the rites and
observances, especially those relating to the Sabbath. This makes
thé operating of a factory that employs both Jewish and non-Jewish
workingmen a rather difficult matter, because the Jewish working-
men are forced to stop their work at sunset ou Friday night and
Test on Saturday, while the non-Jewish rest on Sunday. This diffi-
culty becomes more serious in establishments with mechanical
power; since neither the plan of running two days a week on half
power nor that of stopping work altogether for two days a week is
likely to appeal to the manufacturer. The objection to factory
workis much stronger among the older than among the younger

generatlon and is rapidly losing ground; but it is still much stronger

among the Jews in Russia than among the Jews in New York City,
where many factors tend to destroy the strict observance of all

. demands of the Jewish Church.

Another factor over which the Jews have had no control are the rules
regarding the right of sojourn beyond the limits of the cities. It
is shown above how these rules keep back Jewish capital from enter-
ing various branches of industry. In the case of the Jewish work-
ingman, this entirely prevents employment in some of the lmporta,nt
factory industries. Jewish labor is practically unknown in the

' “sugar-beet factories, nearly all of which are located beyond the city

R R

limits. In all such factories there were employed only 531 Jewish

workmgmen out of a total of 65,258, or 0.8 per cent. In lumber
_Imlls there were 1,213 Jewish Worklngmen out of a total of 19,239,

or 6.3 per cent. Few Jewish workers were found in the large mining

industries.
Another peculmr difficulty that the Jewish workingman is forced

- to meet when in quest of employment is the strong anti-Semitic

sentiment existing among many manufacturers, especially among
the manufacturers of Lodz, where German capital is strongly repre-

seuted.. This is shown in the following comparison for 1,867 fac-

vy A e e

tories reported in Poland:

TOTAL EHPLOYEES AND NUMBER OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES IN 1,867 FACTORIES IN
. - POLAND, BY OWNERSHIP OF FACTORIES, 1898.

Employees.
Ownership of factories. Per cent
Total. | Jewish. | of Jewish
b of total.
R T eenes 43,011 | 11,954 27.8
; 'Non-Jewigh .............................................................. 45,925 426 .9
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Though the Jew is much more predommant in the textile factories
of Bialystok, the same tendency is noticed there.

TOTAL EMPLOYEES AND NUMBER OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES IN TEXTILE FACTORIES
OF BIALYSTOK, BY OWNERSHIP OF FACTORIES, 1898.

Employees. .
Ownership of factories. Per cent
Total. | Jewish. | of Jewish
’ of total.
B L T ) 3,863 | - 2,885 74.7
Non-Jewish . . ... .. iiiiiiiiieaicieccccccccecesccccccccceanccacaann 3,908 134 - 34

These figures convey the strong impression that there is a decided
racial discrimination in the matter of hiring labor. To some extent
it may be explained by the difficulty of the Sabbath rest, which may
seem much more objectionable to a non-Jewish than to a.Jewish
manufacturer. This consideration does not change the economic
aspect of the fact that the nationality of the manufacturer becomes a
matter of serious import to the workmgman If the newly arrived
Jewish immigrant finds no great difficulty in obtaining employment.
in New York City, it may to a great extent be due to the existence of
a large number of J emsh employers, and heré may be found the true
explanation of at least one important cause of the conoentratlon of
the Jewish melgrants in a few large industrial centers.

Strange as it is this racial discrimination may be found in some of
the great cotton factories of L.odz, which belong to Jews but are
supervised by German master mechanics and foremen who have

rought the anti-Semitic feeling along with them from Germany.

Another peculiar reason that works against the Jewish factory
worker is the unwillingness to trust him with complicated machi_nery
and mechanical power. There is a decided difference recorded in the
proportion of Jewish workingmen as between factories with and
factories without mechanical power, the difference bemg greatest in
Poland where the supply of German skilled labor comes in: competl-
tion with Jewish labor. . -

TOTAL EMPLOYEES AND NUMBER OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES IN i’OLIBH FACTOﬁIEB.
CLASSIFIED A8 TO WHETHER OR NOT POWER 18 USED, ‘lm B ;., Lo

; : Employaea.

- Kind of factory. . . o Per oent
. Total.: | Jewish. | of Jewish

_ “ ] oftotal

All Poland: . ' e ¥ DR

Wit POWRE. oo iiieiicccccaiiccianecncaccccnceaaaaeanns 27,6821 - §23%6| - 19.0
L2170 ) ) SR . 15,4291:6718) . 8.5

Lodz (textile Industry) . ) R DT BTt L
L4 1719 ik ) PR - - 10,0671 L1841 . 30.8
WithOUL POWRE. - .o ieeeoe i ceeeceeeeesceerenenaeceenencacanns 1,881 SO ) R v
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A Thls dlstrust proba.bly acts most powerfully in eliminating the
 Jewish _workmgman from certain industries, as, for instance, the
-metal industries and the production of machirery. It may be that

the lower muscular strength of the average Jew or his peculiar school
training, which lasts through many hours day in and day out for
many years and develops his speculative power at the expense of
his manual dexterity, makes him unfit for work at many of the
machines. Surely it is difficult to suspect the Jew of unwﬂhngness
to enter -the industries mentioned, when he is usually found in the
‘trades that are most unwholesome and i m]unous
: The general statistics of occupation may glve some information as
he' trades preferred by the Jews, but owing to incomplete classifi-
it ls’lmpossnble to arrive at any definite idea in regard to the
of factories in which Jewish labor is preferred. The reportof

*Jéwish Colonization Socwty contains the following table, but

ortunately does not give the actual figures upon which the per-

) *;'centages are based:

; APER CENT OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES OF TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE PALE IN EACH
SPECIFIED INDUSTRY, BY REGIONS, 1898.

In. Poland the data refer to the Jewish factories alone, and such
alculation of the percentages would be misleading; but there also
ﬂw same trades have especially attracted Jewish labor. The tex-
les: eniploy about 4,000 persons; tobacco, 1,300; paper, about 1,000.
is impossible to escape the conclusion that as yet the most inju-
ous trades continue to monopohze Jewish factory labor, and this
Vndency is most pronounced in the northwestern Provinces, where
he dlstress is most acute.

) North- South- | Bouthern

= Industry. : western western (new)

" Russia Russia ussia
100.0 100.0 ...
;,» 96.8 |eeeeeeeee oo
L A 95.2 12,0 oo
% 2.1 78.4 56.4
H 84.7 81.1 63.6
& -7 55 28 N S
64.6 45.8 68.0
N 62.4 100.0 |..cunuiinnnn
HE -4 B PO ISP
2 51.5 4.6 27.3
. 50.1 36.5 3.8
2 49.4 85 3.0
4 T8 3 O O
25.4 4.2 21.4
18.3 18.3 .1
; 14.9 15.2 7
i L 31 PO S

FEMALE AND CHILD LABOR IN THE FACTORIES.

;the sectlon devoted to the artisans it is shown that though
mgle work in the industrial field is still a novelty, yet within the
. few decades it has been growing more common. It is to be
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expected that this growth will show itself in a greater degree in fac-
tories than in small artisans’ shops, for factory work does not as a
rule require the same amount of special training. It .might be
thought that in view of the cheapness of labor the incentive to
employ female and child labor would not be strong; but the dats in
regard to the Jews in the Pale show the fallacy of the assertion that
only dearness or scarcity of labor drives the manufa,cturer to employ
female and child labor.

‘NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, AND GIRLS IN THE PALE

WORKING IN FACTORIES, BY REGIONS, 1898

-

Northwestern Southwestern | Southern (new
Russia. Russia. Russhs.. ) Poland.
Sex. P P - P

T er er er Per

Number. cent. Number. cent. Number. cent. Number. cent.
Men.. ... ...l feea.] 11,603 57.6 6,746 70.7 1,642 79.8 |
Women..........ceeuceecacan 5,492 21.0 988 10.4 106 5.1
BOYS. . ciiiciiiiiaaaans 1,389 6.8 860 9.0 158 1.7
(63 ¢ ¢ 1. T 1,749 8.6 940 9.9 152 7.2

Total......ccoveeenen.. 20,323 | 100.0 9,534 | 100.0 2,058 100.0

The proportion of female and child labor together is seen’ ‘to-be_m
indirect proportlon to the general level of prospenty It equalls 424
per cent in northwestern Russia, 37.4 per cent in Poland, 29.3 per cent
in southwestern Russia, and only 20.2 per cent in southern Russia,
the four main divisions of the Pale being mentioned in the regula,r
scale of economic well-being.

Female and child labor is found in many industries where its appli-
cation is likely to be the most injurious—in brick factories, in match
factories, in textile fa.ctories, etc.—and is encouraged by the develop-
ment of that most pernicious form of industrial work, the domestlc
system. Thus, in many small towns where match factories have bya:
established, it is customary for girls to do at home work of a na.t1 e
that ‘can be done there; such as, for instance, packing the matcht‘
In the textile centers-of Lodz and Bialystok there exist a great num
of weavers who do their work at home on their own looms, usually
the members of the family taking part in the work, though sometini¢s
they are assisted by a hired worker. This feature of mdustryhas bee‘
spoken of a.bove in discussing the marketmg of products

- WAGES OF FACTORY WORKERS.

Of the conditions of the wage contract those that are of greauw
importance are the hours of work and the wages, and of- neltheJ =
these two problems is it possible to present accurate statistics; ‘:;;s':»
is, properly calculated averages. The best that can be done is t
give all available, fragmentary information, which, though*-it acks
the desirable scientific accuracy, nevertheless conveys some: mfonn -




o . ssmber of weeks of regular employment durine W a.\»\ea»w.ned from

-

N ECONOMIC CONI: Y OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA. . b4

tion as to the general level of wages. Of the hours of work and the
organized efforts toward Phew ¥Juction, an account will be given in
the section devoted to the \olssv wwovement and the Bund, the main
organization of the Jewish wu_,émrkers
Twenty years ago a Russian economist, Mr. A. P. Subbotin, whose
work has already been quedY.. investigated the economic eondltlon
of the Jewish Pale, and stated that the wages of the factory workers,
' the number of whom was very small at that time, were “ quite high.”
In the tobacco factories of Vilna they reached as much as 5 rubles
($2.58) per week for the men and 2} rubles ($1.29) per week for the
women. -He commended the Jewish workers, because ‘“one never
hears of acute conflicts with the.employers, which are becoming so
: common in the central Provinces of Russia.”” The next section of
* this article will show how much these conditions have changed within
"~ the last twenty years. In the city of Bialystok, which even at that
time had begun to gain great importance as a center of the woolen
industry, the best paid workingmen, the weavers, sometimes earned -
from_ 6 to 8 rubles ($3.09 to $4.12) a week, and this income made the
Bialystok weaver an aristocrat among the Jewish workingmen. A
great number of children worked in the tobacco factories, where they
earned from 25 copecks to 1 ruble (13 to 51.5 cents) a week.

Of 31l the Jewish wageworkers the brush makers are the best organ-
12¢3.  As early as 1895 they succeeded in forming a general union of
he brush Workers, which in 1897 joined the Bund as an independent
votional union. In its report, to the international socialist congress
wParis in 1900 this union contributed a table of wages ot Wwrush
wiekers in the twelve main towns of the Pale. From this Sddle e
Following data are taken: (%)

The average weekly wages in different towns vari< freve & 2213

. 5.8% rubles ($1.44 to $3.01), the maximum ranging fvere 5+ g w\oles
" ($258 to $4.12) and the minimum from 5.25 wdeles ¥ 35 copecks
. ($2.70 to 39 cents). Even this income was rol-sleady ,beause the

. & to 25.
f In the two large volumes on the ecownswi. eduedion of the Jews
~ is Bussia, published by the St. Petevsovve, commltiee of the Jewish
Calomzatlon Society, very little it €ov-makon in regard to wages is
~ 4o be found, because the data weve collectel écom the proprietors of
he fa.ctones, and it was feare) ok aqorsbon \Wnvegario way ¢2
would prevent a truthful eemswes Yool jucele™s MMvegavk bo Wagcr
- f vigmentary data found thevewn ¥e€onty 1897 eunl Heare Fore mas. nk
» have more tharn a theor el o\ ‘vatve In Wareaw, e Me wekal ynlush
’h»y, the Jewish workevs ol 9o A-\ms did Dot eavrn move hoin 30 LR 5

o honboy B

@ Zhisn, a Russian ma;_o.z\u Wndn Was pubhsheé Lov o shert Hne
J e, 1902, p. 83.
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copecks (15 to 18 cents) per day, on the average, the maximum being
about 1 ruble (51.5 cents) for the men and 70 copecks (36 cents) fo
the women. Inatrade as skilled as that of a clockmaker the weekly

wages of adults were only from 7 to 15 rubles ($3.61 to $7.73) anc
those of children from 2 to 4 rubles ($1.03 to $2.06). In the toy
factories in Czenstochow, Poland, the wages of adult Jewish workers
were stated to be from 3 to 5 rubles ($1.55 to $2.58) per week, while
girls below 15 years of age, who made up 60 per cent of the employees
received from 80 copecks to 1.20 rubles (41 to 62 cents) and those
over 15 years from 1.80 rubles to 2.50 rubles (93 cents to $1.29) ¢
week. In Lodz the weavers who are in the employ of the factories
but who do their work at home, earn from 8 to 10 rubles ($4.12 tc
$5.15) a week, but they usually employ help, whose earnings seldom
exceed 3 or 4 rubles (§1.55 to $2.06). In the woolen factories of
Bialystok the weekly wages of the male workers seldom exceed €
rubles ($3.09), while those of the women and girls are as low as 1.5C
or 2 rubles (77 cenfs or $1.03).

It is probable that down to the second half of the mnetlw th(
average wages of the Jewish workers did not rise much, if at all. The
growing congestion of the cities of the Pale and the increa.sé of specia.
restrictive legislation against the Jews so fleoded the labor market
that natural competition was all against the wageworkers. From
that time on, however, the Jewish labor movement has asserted itself.
and while the general level of wages remains low from the Europear
and especially from the American point of view, the present con-
ditions seem to indicate a strong tendency toward increased wages.
The official publications of the Bund, which formerly appeared in
Geneva, contained in nearly every number accounts of strikes, usu-
ally very small ones, where the demands for both shortening of the
labor day and for increase of wages were invariably made and ofter
carried. Unfortunately the correspondents cared a great deal more
for the political effects than for the economic results of the strikes, anc
seldom reported the actual wages and the increases. From private
inquiries made of many persons who recently left the Jewish Pale

" and-had either worked in the factories or had the opportunity tc

observe the life of Jewish workers it seems a warrantable conclusior
that 6 or 8 rubles ($3.09 or $4.12) a week is a very fair wage anc
that the ordinary wage is probably nearer to 5 rubles ($2.58).

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS.

The orgam*zadoﬂ mentioned several times in the pmeedmg page.
as having influenced the conditions of work of the Jemsh wa.geworkel
in Russia is the so-called Bund, or to use its official title, ‘Der allge
meine Jidische Arbeiterbund in Littauen, Polen, und Russland.”-
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The economic activity of the Bund is all that concerns us here, but .
it is difficult, if not impossible, to understand this interesting organi-
zation without a few remarks with regard to its general nature, which
is a peculiar one, owing to the exceptional political conditions of Rus- !
sia. In its economic field the Bund endeavors to do the work of the “;'«
American labor unions, yet it is a very different organization from °
the American Federation of Labor.

It must be borne in mind that the Russian code does not provide
for the existence of labor unions, and that even at the present time,
when dozens of labor unions have been formed in the open since
October, 1905, a law providing for the existence of such organizations
is still in the process of elaboration. Also, it must be remembered
that: Russian law specifically prohibits the strike, the main weapon
'of ‘a-Jabor union, as well as any form of collectlve act1v1ty Thus,
every effort at labor organization and collective bargaining is legally
a crime, and this prevents the growth of a peaceful labor movement.
The low educational standard of the mass of the workingmen is
another great obstacle to such development. In discussing the ‘“khe-
vras’”in a preceding section it was shown how out of these mutual
benefit organizations of the Jewish artisans, whose educational and
intellectual standard fifteen or twenty years ago was immeasurably
highei' than that of the Russian workingmen, some semblance of a
limited labor movement developed; but these secret and local organi-
zations could not have any great influence over the condition of the
Workmg class.
~ Both the Jewish and the Russian labor movements have grown out
of the political revolutionary propaganda and are still closely asso-
ciated with it.

" During the nine or ten years of its existence the history of the Bund,
notwithstanding the great obstacles which the necessity of secrecy put
in the way of a labor movement, was one of very rapid growth.
According to the report presented by the central committee of the
Bund to the International Socialist Congress, held in Amsterdam in
1904, the number of organized workingmen in 1904 was estimated to
be 30,000, (%) but any such estimate may have only a general value.
Undoubtedly a great many persons must be under the influence
of this orgamzatlon who do not wish to be openly identified with it.

~ Then, too, in hundreds of small towns clubs have been established

which are not always in direct communication with the central

organization. In the same report 35 large and important cities are
mentioned in which organizations of the Bund existed, but the peri-
odical publications of the Bund often contribute news of the activity

::h{\h-——:-./
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. GDiQ :Thiitigkeit dec Allgemeinen Jiidischen Arbeiterbundes in Littauen, Polen,
“und Russland (‘‘ Bund”’) nach Seinem V. Parteitag. Geneva, 1904.
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of the Bund organizations beyond these 35 cities. Thus, within that,
year alone over 25,000 Jewish workingmen struck in the region
influenced by the Bund, and in the general strike which swept over
Russia during the second half of the year 1905 the number of Jewish
strikers went into hundreds of thousands.

This origin of the Jewish labor movement in the socialist and revo-
lutionary movement had very significant consequences, since it led
to a close union of efforts: Of the working masses to improve their
economic condition; of the Jewish race in Russia to improve its legal
standing, and of the revolutionary elements to introduce an entirely
different form of government in the Russian Empire. The distinctive
feature of the Bund is that it endeavors to do all these things at the
same time, and to a certain extent other Russian socialist organiza-
tions share this peculiarity with the Bund.

A few data as to the extent of the activity of the Bund will be
found suggestive. According to the imperfect registry kept by the
central committee of the Bund, there took place during the year,
June, 1903, to June, 1904, 429 meetings, in 418 of which 74,162
persons participated; 45 street demonstrations, in 31 of which
20,340 persons took part, and 41 political strikes (mcludmg’35 May
,celebratlons), in 31 of which there were 23,035 participants. *

The term ‘‘political strike” is used when a stoppage of work is
ordered by the organization for no specific economic reason, but
simply to demonstrate the strength of the movement. Such strikes
are usually of brief duration, being ordered for only one, two, or three
days, as the case may be. They are especially frequent on the 1st of
May, all socialist organizations in Russia celebrating that day with
short strikes or with street demonstrations and large meetings.

During the same year 109 strikes were reported,-and in 101 of
these strikes, for which careful data were furnished, 24,124 persons
participated.

The strikes are usually conducted by the local orgamza.t.lons of
the Bund, together with the assistance of the strikers themselves,
although among the strikers many men are often found who are not
permanently identified with the organization. In prepa.ra.tlon for
such a strike the workingmen of a certain industry or trade, or even
of a certain factory, may combine and keep up some form of benefit
fund, but this is far from being a trade union. - One ‘of the many
interesting features of the Jewish labor movement is the fact that
although the central committees of the Bund made everyeffort to
keep up among the workingmen the agitation for. strik% and. other
forms of struggle with the employers, they did mot" encourage the
formation of trade umons, not because they doubted the economic
efficacy of the trade union in the work of improving the’ condltlon of
the workingmen, but because, so they claimed, the formatlon of trade
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umons_ would narrow down the efforts of the workingmen to their
own individual or group interests, and thus deplete the ranks of the
fighters for the political cause. :
““The-leaders themselves feel that such a policy, aside from its wis-

.dom or unwmdom. can not be carried on when the formation of labor
" unions shall have been legalized in Russia. Even at the present time
_ the project of a law to legalize unions and strikes is being actively
_ elaborated in St. Petersburg. Immediately after the issuance of the
. manrfesto of October 17 (29), 1905, dozens of labor unions were formed
mthmas well as without the Pale. The question of the attitude of
d,'as a political organization, toward the formation of these
: nninedmtely arose, and the declsmn reached 1s significant. -

PR
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¥ lo-hour labor day (or twelve hours a day with two hours at midday
for rest) At present the struggle may be characterized as one for the

E Q—hour ey, 10 per cent to an 8-hour day, and 10 per cent to a 11-hour
< ids Whlle the shortemng through each strike is usually equal to 1

'_‘orga.mzed efforts for the improving of the conditions of the
age contracts. Of the strikes of the commercial employees more
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-ticipation in the strike as for belonging to the revolutlonary Bnnd
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will be said when discussing the condition of that class. . Draymenin
Pinsk and- Berdichev, boatmen in Kovno, hotel attendants in: Pmsk?
and Slonim, and even domestic servants in  Warsaw; Gl‘odno .
Moheelev, Bobruisk, Pinsk, and Dvinsk have struck for highet wages
and shorter hours. Str@.ngely enough the domestic sérvants:haye:
shown themselves especially susceptible to the agitation of the Bund.
The following, for instance, were the conditions dema.nded by the_,
servants during their strike in Dvinsk:

"Hours to be from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m., mtharecessofone andone-
half hours.

On Saturdays the work shall stop at 3 p. m.

Wages to be increased.

The servants to have nvate rooms. ;

‘The employer to provide medical treatment in case of necesmty' '

The right to receive visitors after working hours.” e

In case of dismissal without cause the servant shall reoelv two
weeks’ salary. .

The many-sided activity of the Bund, camed on as lt, was
recently under conditions of great secrecy, did- not offer manyt‘_" Por-
tunities for development of ariginal methods of trade—umon CHVItY.

for causes which were not purely econom1c
ground that the law is against the workingmen, and th"
of a fair fight forbid the employer from appealing too )

workingmen have been turned over by their employers to-
authorities the strikers have been punished not so much for par—

Such appeals are therefore considered in the nature of:inforn
are punished by declaration of a boycott.. The best’
is that of a shoe manufacturer in Warsaw against who

was declared soon after the strike wave of January 10085

only after he sent the. followmg declarat.mn to’ the l
the Bund in Warsaw, which declaratlon was pub '
official organ ‘of the Bund: (“)

DEOLABATION

that the boycott decla.re'dv a.éams_t me by
my contem tible treatment of my wor ne n;'ii(a.'s

and even turmng them ‘over into the hands’of.
well deserved by me; recognizing that I‘am ac
accusatlons brought against me, and des:rm'gv;to

 Die Letate Nuchrichten, No. 244; August45 1008,
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this disgraceful blot, I applied to the Warsaw committee of the Bund
with' the request to call off the boycott against me, and agreed in
advance to all the demands which will be made by the Bund.

These demands are as follows: To dismiss several objectionable
workingmen; to reimburse the workingmen for all the time during
which ﬁy were out of employment through my fault; not to give out
any work to be performed in the house of the workingmen; to employ
only those workingmen who will be indicated by the Bund; and to

‘publish all these facts in some newspaper.

: (Signed) _—
Warsaw, June 23, 1905. -

Oxil.y».a.'velr'y disastrous boycott could call forth such a statement;
and this effectiveness of the boycott is due to the fact that the influ-

. enceof the Bund extends beyond the workingmen far into the middle

c lassos, ambng those who are willing to disregard the economic work

: '_d_fr ﬁl_lé'tBund on account of its political work and its defense of the Jew.

COMMERCIAL -PURSUITS.

While the general impression that the Russian Jew is a person fit

" only for commercial life has been shown to be at variance with the

facts, it remains true that commerce employs a great number of the
Jewish breadwinners in Russia. According to the Russian census,
as shown in the table on page —, 31.6 per cent of the Jews employed
in lsms,mful occupations were earning their living from some form of
comimerce. If, in addition to these persons, the number dependent

. upon them for a livelihood is considered, it appears that 35.6 per

k)

| “cent of the total Jewish population in Russia belong to the commer-

cial class. In calculating these per cents the hotel, restaurant, and

“saloon keepers have been omitted from the commercial class in order

to conform. the classification to that of the United States census.
If these occupations with their dependents are included under com-
merco the percentage-in the commercial class rises to 37.5 per cent
of all the Jews in Russia. Therefore, a study of Jewish commerce is

‘& matter of utmost importance. It is to be regretted, however, that
* very little authentic data in regard to this subject are to be had, the
. only available data being more than 20 years old, and for that
: reason scarcely applicable at this time. But while accurate statis-
. tical'data are lacking, that does not preclude the possibility of draw-
: ing'a more or less true picture of the condition of the Jewish
- merchants. _ - ‘ '
- According to the Russian census of 1897, a total of 1,495,087 per-
* sons were employed in commercial pursuits in all Russia (including
: ~hotel ‘and liquor saloon keepers). Of this total the Jews number
' 474,833 persons, or 31.8 per cent. But in the Pale the proportion
8" copsiderably greater. As is shown in the following table, the
- Jews constitute nearly three-fourths of the commercial class of the
- Pale (448,514 out of 618,762, or 72.5 per cent). This proportion



554 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR.

between the number of Jews and the total number of persons engaged
in- commercial pursuits varies considerably from region to region
and from one Province to another. In the northwest the Jews con-
stitute almost 90 per cent of the commercial class—in Grodno and
in Minsk even over 92 per cent. Practically all the commercial
activity in these Provinces is in the hands of the Jews. In the south-
west the Jews constitute only three-fourths of the commercial class,
and in southern (new) Russia a little over one-half. The percentage
rapidly declines the farther we go from the center of Jewish con-
gestion, which is found in the northwest; and with the decline of
this percentage there was noticeable, at least until the recent dis-
turbances, a rise in the economic condition of the merchants:

The following table gives by Provinces and by regions in the Pale
the number of Jews engaged in' commerce compared with the total
number of persons so engaged: :
NUMBER OF JEWS ENGAGED IN COMMERCE COMPARED WITH TOTAL PERSONS §0

ENGAGED IN THE PALE, BY PROVINCES AND REGIONS, 1867. -

Compiled from the separate reports in Provinces of Premier Recensement Général de la Populstion
de ’Empire de Russie, 1897.]

Total | Jews engaged
persons | emnmem(c)
Province and region. : e -
¢ oom- op | X6r cent
merce.(a) N“,m"ef- of total.
VLIS e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneneeesseeeseeenannanns ‘18,884 | 16,178| ° 8.7
L2 s T+ b T P 20, 545 19,005 ”5
KOVIO. ot ciieiiicicacecacecicanccecscacacacccscccasnceans 20,662 17,821 8.3
LithUamif ..o i iiiciiiiicieiicaecceccccccecconccncancanaan 60,091 53,004 88.2
61T ) - P 25,555 23,588 92.3
A 171 7)<y Ry S e Cecearanennd 19,781 16,713 845
D" £) 1 1= (- PPN 19,578 | . 17 641 90.1
White RUSSI& < .o ooveeenennennnnnns eeeeeneas eeeeceaceaaan 64,914 | . 57,902 . 8.3
VOINTIHR . e eeceaeceaaaneeecaaaasceceeasanceeaesanenseeennasesnsasesnnns 39,434 | 35,172 89.2
Podoli 660 | 39, 87.4
i . 45,718 B ¢
12,736 60.6
. 13,910 581
Southwestern Russis . . ...cooieeiiaanaiaaaaao. eeeeeeecaeane 192,803 | 146,576 76.0
Bessarabia. ... 32,253 | 24,636 76.4
1 ) 62, 37,058 59.5
Yekaterinoslav. . ... ..o 101IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 25,823 { 11,673 4.2
TRUIGA .« - oo oo oo teeeeeeameenneameemm——n———— e eemannnn 25,385 | .5,987 2.6
Bouthern (new) RuUSSIA. .o .. i it iiaaaan 45,782 | 70,854 | 544
WRTSAW .. e eeeernnenneemaeneennnnnnns e an o7 178 6.3
KANBZ. . nnonoeiensnsamesnsssemsmenen s semnmeoeoememeonmeee e : 531305 32’ 64 4
KieleR . o eenoceccaneeceaeceaaaeeaannaans Cemmemmmeeneeeeme———————— 10,240 | 8,725 85.2
B 1 6,477 5,484 84.7
R 16,019 | 13,982 £.3
Petrikau . ... o .l il 28,812 | 19,860 639
Plock. ... _.oo. .ol llllllllIlIIlIIIIIIIIIIII I 5,810 | 2,570 4.4
RAOM -« eoceeeccceceaccanceeanaanceeceaaraaseaneaneannmamennnenomnon 1,313 | - 9,946 81.8
BuvalKi. .o eiieeececieccccc s - 44,9811 -4,160 -83.6
L )7 S SR S9Nz ~gT0 | 8.8
) 20 7L, PR 155,172] 11,638 |- - 719
Total in Pale(®) .. ..o il ceeeeaaae. € 618,762 |« 448,514 725

« Including hotel, restaurant, md saloon keepers; hence totals do not agres with totals shown for
commerce in tables on pagos 501 and 502 ) )
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In a precadmg section a table was given (p. 502), showing the
< dJStnbutlon of the Jews gamfully employed into the great occupa-
" tion groups by separate regions of the Pale. It was shown there
< that of all Jews engaged in gainful occupations a smaller percentage
were_in commercial life in the northwest than in the south and
“ southwest. On the other hand, we find here that of all persons en-
_.gaged .in commerce the Jews constitute a larger proportion in the
"northwest- than in the south. Coupled with the fact that the south
‘received most of its Jewish population by immigration from the
‘northwest, these percentages seem to indicate that, until recently
at] least southern Russia offered better prospects to Jewish immi-
"gmnfs.of ‘the ‘middle classes, while the wage-earners were tending
the'New World. -
a.nalysxs of the proportion of the Jews in various branches of
imeroial life presents many interesting features. It shows, first
-of all, that almost one-half of all the Jewish merchants deal in agri-
cultuml products such as cattle, gram hides, furs, etc. It also shows
7+ a very lugh proportlon of that trade in Jewish hands. Thus over 90
¥ 'per cent of the grain dealers are Jews—in southwestern Russia as
Elugh as 96.7 per cent and in Lithuania 97.1 per cent. A very large

r;}’.ﬂl‘:”w—.' -
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- nuniber of Jews is found in general commerce or the group of com-
- _mercial middlemen and peddlers which usually means very petty
£ tradmg “The better paying branches of commercial activity are just
hose in which the number of Jews is smallest. Thus institutions of
credit require some capital, and the Jews constitute only 34.9 per cent
‘of ‘that cldss in the Pale, while in the south they constitute only 29.1
d in Poland only 18.1 per cent. A bookstore can not be opened
~without special permission, and as a result less than half of the stores
‘of that group are in Jewish hands. Of the liquor saloon keepers, less
:than two-fifths and of the hotel keepers less than one-third are Jews.
*In: the southwest the number of Jews employed as liquor saloon
keepers is ext.remely small.
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Of the tatal number of Jewish merchants in the Pale, 213,044,
" or 47.5 per. cent, were dealing in agricultural products (mcludmg
hides, furs, etc.). Their function evidently is to gather the farm prod-
ucts from the agricultural population of the Pale for shipment and
sale in distant localities, and they stand to the surrounding population
in the capacity of buyers. With the exception of small groupsof large
wholesale merchants the majority of the remaining 52.5 per cent are
gellers of various kinds of goods to the same population of the vil-
lages, and also to the population of the cities. It is a fallacy of old
standing .that the only occupation of the Jew of the Pale is to sell
liquor to the Russian peasant. No matter what the wishes of the aver-
age Jow might have been in the matter, it is an important fact that
gt 189] only 32.8 per cent of the hotel and restaurant keepers and only
.0.per cent of the liquor-saloon keepers were Jews. Undoubtedly
: .-'tlus;wae in a measure due to the legislative restrictions, the laws of
1882 having forced ma.ny Jews out of the liquor business by denying
them .the right to live in the villages. Another factor of no less
- importiance was the introduction of the State monopoly of the sale
of liquor. .The effect of this measure is only partly reflected in the
. statistics of 1897, because the census was taken during the time of the -
¢ gradual introduction of this measure in the Pale. As a result, the
* proportion of Jewish saloon keepers in southwestern Russia was only
5. 9.8 per cent and in the south 18.1 per cent, while in the northwest
 nearly 80 per cent of the saloon keepers were Jews. Since then prac-
" tically all the Jews have been eliminated from this field of commerce,
. and doubtless the families (nearly 12,000) that lived by this trade in
1897 were forced to swell the army of the unemployed in the cities.
- In this connection it is worthy of notice that under conditions of
i -freedom. to enter the saloon keeper’s trade the Russian Jews do not
. show any strong liking for this occupation. As is shown in the fol-
- £ lowing table, the male Russians gainfully employed in New York
i City constitute 6.56 per.cent of all male persons gainfully employed,
-while the Russian saloon keepers represent only 2.77 per cent of the
2 total number of saloon keepers. In other words, while there are 45
‘ saloon keepers per 10,000 males gainfully employed there are only
19 Russian saloon keepers per 10,000 Russians gainfully employed as
<against’ 56 per 10,000 in the remaining foreign population. The
. mass of the Jewish merchants and all persons occupied in some com-
merclal -activity, whether or not they deserve to be called mer-
- chants, may' be classified into two groups—those who stand toward
_the local population in the capacity of buyers and those who are
- -gellers of goods. The buyers are those who come mostly in contact
with the agricultural population. It is this class which is probably
,meant where the report of the census of 1897 says: “The Jews do not
tlll the land themselves, but exploit the land tiller.”” In view of this
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official opinion it is interesting to study the methods Wluch are used

by these buyers in dealing with the peasants. : ) _

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RUSSIAN MALES AND OF MALES IN OTHER NATIVITY
GROUPS ENGAGED IN ALL GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS AND AS SALOON KEEPERS IN

NEW YORK CITY, AND NUMBER OF SALOON KEEPERS PER 10,000 MALES EMPLOYED
IN EACH GROUP, 1900.

[Compiled from report on Occupations: Twelfth Census of the United States, pages 635 and 636.]

' Male saloon | Num-

Males employed. keepers. ber of

~| saloon
- keepers

Nativity. ] P N P lge

: er um- er 000

Number. | ion¢. ber. | ceat. males
ployed,
RUSBIANSG . .. i iiiiiaiiaeaieiagesccsnccsaaccacccncannn 72,201 | 6.56 138 | 2.77 .19
All other foreign white and native white of foreign parentage.| 808,307 | 73.31 | 4,514 | 91.88° - 5
Native white of native parentage.._ ... _._ ... ... ..........._. 195,205 | 17.71 26| 48 12
(07310} .-+ J N 3 2.42 27| .65 10
b 1] 7.3 DN 1,102,471 [100.00 | 4,913 (100.00 © 45

to the market, which is usually some distance away, a.nd.o .1_.1'
beyond the borders of Russia. In estimating this function ‘it must
be remembered that the commercial methods of the Russian’ peas-
ants are exceedingly primitive; there are no local elevators and no
feedmg railroad lines, and the peasant, when forced to sell some of
his grain so as to pay his taxes and buy the few simple necessaries of
life, outside of his food, takes the grain to the market to sell, and in
the Pale the buyer in almost nine cases out of ten is the Jew. The,

Jewish “merchant,” whose only capital may be the price of & few
bushels of corn, is more anxious to buy than the pea.sant is to sell,
for the latter is sure of his ability to sell all he has, the question being
only between & higher or lower prlce, while the Jew is by far not so
sure of his ability to buy, and it is the difference of & few cents
more or less that means to him either some profit or & loss. Tt is
therefore the buyer that is anxious to capture the geller; and because
he has no legal right to travel from one nlla,ge to the other buying up
grain, and as any such transaction would require consxdemble ca.pltal
he employs on the market day the primitive method of going out as
far as possible on the road to intercept the peasant before other buyers
reach him. The competition among the buyers is very . severe -and

it is doubtful whether the peasant could obta.m aq od_ price
does if this keen competition did not exist. . Having' bought
bushels of grain or the small quantities. of other agricultural pr
the Jew is anxious to sell as uickly as possxble, that he’ may:: Tecover

his capital, and he sells to & merchant whoisin a posmon to accum.u-
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late purchases of a few carloads until he is ready to ship them to the
central market or to Germany.

By reason of the peculiar conditions that prevail in Russia the
farm products invariably pass through many more hands than they
would otherwise have to, but the rate of profit to each is so small -

. that the entire increment is not excessive. Thus the small mer-
chant of this kind runs about the whole day in his effort to buy as
much as-possible and as cheaply as possible and considers a daily
income of from 50. copecks to 1 ruble (25.8 to 51.5 cents) satisfac-
tory' That sum is scaroely -sufficient for his modest living, but it

is about as large an income as that of the average artisan without

a,ny. -capital or of the average factory worker; and this merchant is

with little capital and ig of the same socla,l scale as the arti-

r-the factory worker. This is the condition of the great major-

ity of the grain merchants, though above this class there are the
‘important business men of the centers.

.- A few decades ago this trade in grain and in other articles of agri-

- culturdl ‘production was a source of prosperity to. many little towns
in the northwest. Before the construction of railroads the methods

. of marketing were different, the competition among the buyers was a

+ great deal less acute, the surplus of the peasants was much greater,

: ‘and the local market was not so sensitive-to the changes of the

. world market. Thirty or forty years ago the Pale used to ship large

: quantltles of grain, eggs, lumber, etc., along the Niemen and other -

‘ rivers to the German markets. After making sufficient purchases

- the Jewish grain dealer or lumber dealer went personally on the rafts

" to the German markets and sold his merchandise at high profits.

+ ‘But the development of the Russian railroad system and the agri-

- cultural growth of the Far East so reduced the grain trade of the

; northwest, and the i increase of the local urban population so affected

; the snrplus, that many families which had accumulated small com-

; Petencies from this branch of commerce found themselves without

- any: means of subsistence and were forced to migrate into larger

3 cities or to the United States. There are dozens of small settlements

* all n.long the Niemen which have fallen from a state of compara,tlve
prospenty into one of ab]ect poverty. The few large gram mer-

} * chants who may be found in most Jewish towns do not in any way

1 dlsturb the truthfulness of this picture. The very fact—pointed out
;in a prewous section—that the number of artisans and factory

.g workers 1is rapidly growing, notwithstanding the very large emigra-

2 ﬁon, which to a great extent consists of this class, shows that the earn-

:"mgs of the majority of the business men are proba.bly smaller than

: ~earnings of a busy factory worker, and that in spite of the deplor-

able condition of the shop and factory workers there is a constant

.- 16251—08——11
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stream from the commercial pursmts into the tra.des -and mto the
factories. :

The other large class of merchants are the retail dealers, who are
to be found in such large numbers in every town of the Pale It 1s
more than probable that the data of the census are far from com-
plete, the tendency having been to classify among dependents many
members of the family who are in reality employed at some trade,
especially if it be the same trade in which the head of the famﬂy is
occupied. The incomes of the majority of the ‘‘grain dealers’” are
so small that the wives are forced to sell something so as to earn a
few cents a day.

While a superficial investigation of the trade in the Pale proves
the presence of an unnecessarily great number of middlemen, a
closer investigation shows that the sufferers are the middlemen .them-
selves and not the consumers. The cheapness of all articles sur-
prises the stranger, and the purchaser who is not a seller profits eon-
siderably thereby; but these advantages can not.appeal to the.Jew
very strongly, because most of the purchasers are themselves ,sellers,
end they suffer a great deal more than they profit by the systes
The agricultural populatxon seem to be the positive gainers by : th1s
competition, and gainers in a double sense—as producers -of -agri-
cultural products, for which there is always a brisk demand, and as
consumers of articles of manufacture, which they obtain: at & com-
paratively low price. It has been acknowledged by many mv&tl-
gators that the average profit of the Jew on the purchase of grain
and like products is much smaller than the profit.of - the Russign
middleman in the interior of Russia in similar transactions, a.nd
that the general level of prices on manufactured articles in the cities
of the Pale is much lower than in the Russian’ towns. - More than
this, it is a matter of common observation that even in the same
towns the prices in the Jewish stores are lower than in the Russian
‘ stores, for, says Subbotin, ““ The Jewish merchant is satisfied to
receive_ & smaller rate of proﬁt on his tumover, so long as he can
turn his capital quicker.”

The same observer during his mvestlgatlon found tha.t ini - the
Province of Minsk the average rate of profit in-‘the.stores of the
Jewish merchants was 8.07 per cent, while in the :stores ‘of - the
non-Jewish merchants it was 10.02 per cent. -In the:Province
- of Kovno the rate of profit to Jews was 4 per oent while that to the
other merchants was 10 per cent. In Kiev. the ratés were 4.8 _per
cent and 5.3 per cent, respectlvely In Odessa, whe
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mddlemahs ko oﬁts is acknowledged by so well known a Russnan
econonuigk:as Professor Yanson. (%)

But Russianevidence of this fact is scarcely necessary, since the
same plenw~ewan has been well observed in the United States
wherever Russian Jews have entered commerce, no matter how
petty tlod eowwserce may be. It may safely be said that nowhere
in the Umid: S:ates are the prices of general merchandise, whether
it be dry gesdg, clothing, or groceries of well-known make and sup-
posedly fixe¥ prices, so low in price as they are on the east side of
New York Cy. Any investigation of retail prices in other cities
w111 sham M same differences between Jewish and non-Jewish

Ja@e;i\ atated above that this competition has been intensified
ng ik lact twenty years because of the rapid growth of the
er’ of Jewish merchants. This is shown by the great number

ey of néw hc&n.sos which are issued to merchants each year. But not
el tra.dma nqmr% such licenses. “The most distressing feature of

the economic situation of the Pale is the large number of “pauper

t - merchants,” if one may use this term. The women peddlers have
f:’}é-“already been spoken of. There is, however, a large number of small
- gtorekeepers whose economic oondltlon is in no way better than
. that of the peddlers on the streets or in the markets. These ‘“stores” -
. are located in miserable holes, with but little light or air, and with
" very. zhxmted space. All the available goods for sale may not be

rth ’mor_e’than 5 rublw ($2. 58) empty boxes, bags, and papers

i early mom unt11 nudméﬁt‘ imay be seen , the store-
ally a woman clothed in rags, patlently waltmg for the

f}’ %8 imd not to manufacture. To the Jews belong & number
Hotter stores An the cities of the Pale, even though the non-
it is -much greater in the ﬁeld of commerce on a
Not only is the entire commercial class, which, with

0 ¥ "Evreiskoy Osedlostl (Within the J ewxsh Pale), by A. P. Subbotin.
8t. Petersburg, 1888. Vol. II, p. 218.
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ing conflict between the manufacturer and his wageworkers Wltht‘_
the extremely low profit rate and the usually high rent (a result of -
commercial competition), the profits of the more prosperous mer--
chants in the Pale are derived from two sources, an unusually rapid :
turning over of the capital and the low expenses of business man-
agement, both factors meaning hard work and small pey for the’
commercial employees.

Unfortunately the basis of the occupation statistics of the Russna.n'
census of 1897 has been the nature of the establishment and not the -
technical or economic quality of the work. It is therefore impos-
sible to tell how many of the 452,193 Jews reported as employed in
commerce were salesmen or other employees of the merchants and .
not independent tradesmen. But the number is undoubtedly la.rge
probably as large as the number of Jewish factory employees. -

Until recently the conditions of work of these commercial employees
were more onerous than those connected with work in the factones
The small Jewish retail dealer knows no limitations of his workin;
'day, the anxiety to find the buyer being so great. that the small
are kept open from 6 or 7 o’clock in the morning till 12 o’clock’t &tf,
Until a short time ago this was also the rule in the larger stores, where, ‘
besides the members of the family, additional help s employed.

- Under the influence of the examples of the many successful strikes of

the factory and small-shop workers, the commercial employees
became restive; but until the end of the last century they had no
hope of active resistance since the abundance of uhemployed labor
in the market naturally increased the competition in the Pale for
even the poorest paid positions. Nevertheless the -principle d
collective bargaining which the Bund organizations preached wits
such energy appealed to them as well as to the factory workers.
_ In many cities the initiative of the strikes among the commercial
. employees came from-the labor organizations, while in ether cltles
the salesmen and clerks sought from the more expenenoed orgam
zations advice and help.

The following detailed account of the salesmen 8 stnke in Klshmev
vypical in many respects of the whole, will best chm;tenze th
movement:(¢) - e E N

Kishenev, June 25, 0. §—Under mﬂuence of. salesmen 8 .-stnkes
various cities considerable excitement began to manifest itself among

our salesmen. A few salesmen'made efforts to organize _professiong
salesmen’s unions, but we began to appear at. ll-'ielr meetmgs ant\

imbue them with the social democratic mt - Within seven or .

. weeks as many as 60 meetmgs were called, the a.ttendance at. w 1
‘varied from 10 to 100 men. * * * These ‘me 8
development among the sa.lesmen of a. very -energ
gpirit. * *

 Lotato Nachrichten, No. 244, Augus‘t 5', “1,‘":"‘-"'51
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4 originally intended to call a strike for the beginning of
% hen- the season begins, but the salesmen themselves hur-

ried us:with the declaration of the strike, pointing to the excited

} condition of the mass of their comrades. * * * It was, there-
i §- fore, decided to declare the strike immediately. The following

i & demands were formulated: .
. & 1. The labor day shall be, April 1 to September 1, from 7 a. m. to
- §°7 p. m., and September 1 to April 1, from 8 a. m. to 8 p. m.
f- - 2. The time from 1 to 3 p. m. shall be allowed for dinner, the stores

- & to be closed during the dinner recess.
i 3. No work from the beginning of a holiday till the next morning

- after‘the holiday.(%) L .

4. -Annual leave of four weeks with pay.
crease of pay.

important Jewish holidays].
ay> during sickness: In full during the first three months, and

half pay during the following three months, the employee to be rein-
. ¥+ stated after recovery.
£ 8. Payment of the salary on the 1st and the 15th of every month,
' in advance.
- 9. The employer must notify his employee of intended dismissal:
" Those who have been in service less than three years, three months
~-in advance; those having been in service from three to eight years,
- six months in advance; those having been in service from eight
“to fifteen years, nine months in- advance; and those having been
- In service more than fifteen years, an entire year in advance.
© 10. Polite treatment of the employees. -
.. 11. The employees shall not be forced to draw customers.
; . 12. The salesmen shall be obliged to perform only those duties
2 which are directly connected with commerce.
+  13.- The right to sit and read when not employed.
% £ -14. The salesmen shall not be obliged to deliver purchases to the

# homes of the customers.

.. - 15. The stores shall be heated. :
- 16.- The ‘salesmen shall be provided with tea twice a day.

. 17. The wives of the employers shall not be permitted to interfere
f-i‘i_ij,{le -adjustments of the relations between the employers and
ployees. .
:18.- Apprentices shall receive a salary of not less than 3 rubles
{$1.55] per month during the first half year of their service, and not
less"than 6 rubles [$3.09] per month during the second half year of
% their service. : '
: % -+ 19, -All conflicts between employers and employees shall be adjusted

-by ‘means of special commissions.

20:- Dismissals shall not be made without good cause.
21. :All strikers shall be taken back into their old positions.
22.°No dismissals shall be made until six months after the end of

";Q.

y'strike.:

23. The time of the strike shall be paid for.

i “The Iewmh holiday begms in the evening, at the time of the setting of the sun
= I and ends also at the setting of the sun; it is customary, therefore, for the small mer-
s cllants to reopen their stores for the evening after the holiday.

uble monthly sa.lé,ry before the Passover and Succoth [the.

i
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24. Strike breakers shall be dismissed. A T

As a matter of course, political demands were also made, the sig-
nificance of which was explained to the strikers. During the last 3
few days before the beginning of the strikes special meetings wero:&
called at which the necessary advice was given as to how to pre-%
sent the demands, how to act during the strike, and so forth. ~On'®
the 18th of June representatives of almost all the stores were called 4
together and they were given circulars, containing the demands, for
distribution among the strikers. At the hours appointed the stores 33
began to close one after the other, and the salesmen and. clerks &
gathered on the street. At the invitation of the non-Jewish work-33 .
ingmen, who are in sympathy with our organization, the stores of ‘%
the Christians began to close up also. : SR

That a general strike of the salesmen was in preparation could 3
not long remain a secret—everybody in the town knew about it. - Of 3
course, the administration did not fail to take its usual measures.
It increased its normal complement of police, called in troops, etc. s
* % * The assistant chief of the police personally vi ited ‘the 5
stores and asked the Christian salesmen not to join the ‘“sheenies,”
for the ‘“sheenies” organize strikes only out of love for riots;:ete;
Nevertheless, all stores closed that very day. The following:day <
pickets were placed by us on all streets, whose duty it was to ses that,
no salesmen returned to the stores. In several places it _
necessary to “take off”’ the strikers several times. " =

The city looked like a military camp. Patrols with loax
were to be found on all corners. Mounted police rode on the streets.
The employers soon applied to the police for assistance.: .Arrests -
began. * * * These arrests coul‘()l not but have considerable -
influence over the course of the strikes. "A considerable portion of -
the salesmen who were less imbued with the consciousness of their
interests was easily frightened. Other circumstances influenced ‘the -
success of the strikes. On- Sunday the Christian salesmen, whose .
affiliation with our organization was not very strong, returned:to
work. What was still worse, the employees of the ironware stores
also returned to work. This became generally known, and many
others began to contemplate returning to their offices. ﬁevertheless 2
the majority of stores remained closed on Sunday,'andsinliiﬁoﬁtinf ;
those that were opened there were no salesmen except .the employers . -
themselves. Monday morning the employees of several :stores-of .
dress goods returned to work. The salesmen of other stores ﬁ- ~
cially of the dﬂgoods stores, kept up better, but it was gé Thg

felt that the strike was losing its spirit. The arrests contin

strike lasted three or four days more, when negotiations:bega
many individual storekeepers. Monday morning one d.?-? r00ds siore
with over 60 employees satisfied almost all demands of the strikers;
other stores made various concessions, some more, some:less.: In
general it may be said that the strikers obtained ‘the,12-hour

S R AR

and sometimes a3 many as 18 hours per day. They obtained i:
hours’ recess for dinner, and in the larger stores the right'of:
vacation with pay, and many other minor concessions. :

In many respects the description of this strike is chara
one remembers that it is written by an interested party. -The
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vaned and from a practical pomt of view, extravagant demands
show that: the object of the strike is not so much actual reform as
" the resultmg political and economic agitation. It is, therefore, diffi-
_cult to judge how far the strike was successful, for it is doubtful if
+ the majority of the demands were made with a hope of their possible
1" realization. It also shows how peculiar the position of the commer-

cial employees is in a great many respects, in that it is necessary to

fight against the performance of menial duties and against the inter-

ference of the wife of the employer in the treatment of the salesmen.
«.The lnstory of most other strikes is similar to that just given.
ng the month of March, 1905, a strike of over 2,000 salesmen and
éommerclal employees was started by the Bund in Minsk.
6 demands formulated were as follows:

~'12~hour labor day (from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m.). _
-One-half hour interval for luncheon an one and one-half hour
- mterval for dinner.

:3.-Closing of the stores on Saturday nights.

4. Weekly payment of wages.

5. Double wages four times a year, before the four chief Jewish

Whp e e

.holidays
I;ollte treatment of a]l the employees
‘ 7 . The salesmen shall not be forced to perform menial duties.
- 8. The messengers shall not be obliged to carry heavy bundles.
9. Wages shall be paid for the entlre time of the strike.
tﬁo l:T.l(])(ne of the stnkers shall be discharged for participation in
£ > the strike. - -

i 'The strike lasted. ten days and ehded with an almost complete
%_;mctory for. the strikers. All the demands were granted except
%
b4
3

i i

§ idemand 5; and in regard to demand 3, it was decided that during
; the four summer months the stores Would not open on Saturday
3 .;mghts ‘while during the rest of the year the salesmen should be free
..on alternate Saturdays. This decision was reached at a combined
: meetmg of the representatives of both parties to the strugble ,

Similar stnkes, niore or less successful, have taken place in most of
i f'lg.rger cities of the Pale, with the result that at present a twelve-
“hour day, with one or two recesses, which bring the actual working

z day to ten hours, is the normal day of the commercial employee.

These results have not been obtained i in the many smaller towns and

e‘often as low as 5 or even 3 rubles ($2.58 or $1.55) a week are
pa id. - It is probable, however, that the conditions of life of the
jo':"_'ty of the commercial employees are better than are those of
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- family ‘ties entirely,

, toward the problem of education of the Jews also changed =¢__'In;ithe
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the mass of the petty traders described on a preceding page. These
successful strikes have served to increase the strength and influence
of the Bund among other social classes than the industrial workers.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE.

The striving of the Russian Jew for a professional career has so well
asserted itself during the comparatively short period of his life in the
United States that it is surprising to find in Russia a very small
percentage of the Jews in the professions, especially in view of the
fact that all the universities in that country are state institutions,
the tuition fee being small, and the great majority of the professional
students coming from the poorer “part of the clty population. Alto-
gether the number of Jews in the professions is 57,847 (not lncludmg
the 14,103 persons who serve around churches, etc., given for com-
parative purposes in the tables of occupations), or a httle more tha.n
4 per cent of the Jews in gainful occupations. Even this number is
to a great extent made up of an army of Hebrew teachers, conmstmg
mostly of persons without any special training, who have fmled in all
other occupations and eke out a more miserable emstenee than even
the average tailor or shoemaker. If the 35,273 persons eonstltutmg
this army be disregarded, there is a remainder of only 22,574 in all
the other professmns—la.w medicine, the ministry, government
service, and service in public institutions.

v~ The real cause of this seeming aversion of the Jew in Russm to a
"z_ professxonal career, like so many features of Russian Jewish life, must

- be sought in the legal conditions of his eﬁstence The ‘relation of
~ the Russian State to this problem, like its relation to the problem of

» iJewish agriculture, has undergone many changes. The .practice of

a profession usually requires a thorough special preparatory educa-
tion. In the first half of the last century it was the avowed object
of the Russian Government to attract the Jews into the “higher
schools of learning, that being rightly considered the best ‘method
to break up Jewish exclusiveness and help along the’ natural assimi-
lation of the Jewish race. For many years this plan- ‘met ‘with but
moderate success, the older and more conservative Jews conmdermg
the Christian schools as institutions destructive of the -Temsb religion
and traditions, especially since the entering into those schools nsuslly
led of necessity to mfnngement upon the strict Jewish Sabbath -and

the secular schools had to meet the strenuous -0ppositio]
other members of theu' famlhes a.nd often were fo

Gradually, however, these pre]udlees ga.ve way'f:
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beginmng of the elghtles the proportlon of Jews to be admitted to -
some schools was limited to a certain percentage of the students
admitted. . The growing number of Jewish students in the “gymna-
siums’" (lngh schools) and universities began to be looked upon with
alarm. It was pointed out by opponents that the proportion of Jews
was growing to be larger in the schools than in the population at large.
The fact was disregamed that while constituting about 10 to 12 per
cent of the population of the Pale, the Jews made up almost one-half
of the population of the cities, which alone could be expected to furnish
students of secondary and higher institutions of learning.

. In"the summer of 1887 the minister of instruction was empowered

ﬁo hmlt i.he number of .Jewish students to be admitted into the

ary-mstltutlons of learning. This limit was defined as 10 per

,centfor the institutions located within the Pale, 5 per cent in the
- remaining’ cities, and only 3 per cent in the two capital cities of Mos-

cow and St. Petersburg. - The measure was justified as necessary to
maintain a more-“normal proportion between the number of Jewish
and Christian students.” The result of this was that the classes in
many-classical and ‘technical high schools remained half empty, for in
the cities where the Jews constituted from 50 to 75 per cent of the
populstian only 10 per cent of the high school boys could be of Jewish
faith. -

A full high school dlploma, is requlred to gain entrance to the univer-
sity, yet it was found that many more Jewish than Christian boys
were clamoring for admission. Besides, the effect of this limitation
in regard to entrance into_ high schools could affect the university
only in eight years, the course in the gymnasium lasting that long.
The rule was therefore extended to the universities and other higher
institutions of learning as well. The temporary rules have been
enforced now for almost twenty -years, but the number of Jewish
apphca.tlons for admission to the universities is’ still considerably
“larger than the number of vacancies provided for them, and hundreds
“of young men who can afford it, and a great many who really can not,
throng the universities of Germany, Switzerland, France, Austrm—
Hungary, and even the United States and Italy. Only a small
mmonty can avail itself of such an expedient.

_The granting of so-called autonomy to Russian universities in Sep-
tember 1905, raised the hope that the restrictions in regard to the
admmmon of Jews to the schools, at least so far as the universities are
“concerned, would be abolished. As a matter of fact, in the fall
.of 1905 and 1906 some universities and ‘technical schools: disregarded
all restrictions as established by the rules of 1887. The practice,
-however, was not universal. With the establishment of more nor-
mal conditions the question came up again. Recently the minister

~of public instruction has insisted upon the enforcement of the
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rules as they existed before autonomy was granted. In some.insti-.
tutions the old rules have therefore been applied in their entirety, in
others the number of Jewish students admitted was above this legal -
limit. The ministry of public instruction permitted this accomplished
infraction of the rules to stand, while insisting that such exceptions -
shall not be granted in the future. The situation therefore at present -
is about the same as it was before autonomy was granted.

More direct difficulties stand in the way of the Jews who try to enter
the legal profession. While the admission of applicants to the bar -
according to the law depends upon local courts, since 1889 further
admission to the bar of Jewish counselors at law is conditional upon
a speclal permit of the minister of justice in each case.

As in the case of the limitation of the right of entering colleg&a N
these restrictions were defended on the ground of the abnormali Increase -
of the number of Jews in the professional schools of the umversltl%
The practical Jew,.it was said, did not care for higher education as such;
but only for the lucratlve profession to which a college education led;™
The extremely limited number of Jewish students in the purel e
tific departments of the universities was claimed to prove this

tion. It should be said that very few can afford a purely scientific .
" course in view of the fact that very few positions in the Govemment;-
service are open to the Jews. The highly centralized system. of Rus-
sian Government and the enormous administrative machine of Russia -
necessitate an army of Government employees, and Government’
service has always been the most popular profesMon of the e 3
classes in Russia. Besides, almost all the educational institutions
are either governmental institutions orunder Government supervision,
and teachmg in universities, colleges, and secondary, and even public
schools is included under Government employment. Therefore not
only an official but also a scientific or pedagoglcal career ls out of the
reach of the Jew in Russia.

Government employ has not been open to the Jews since 1828
but in the sixties some exceptions were made for Jews who received
a medical education, the nght of service in the medical depa.rtment
of the army having been given to them. Since 1882 the number of
Jewish physicians and surgeons to be employed by the- d@yartment
has been limited to 5 per cent. While the law is not clearin regard'
to the teaching profession, there are no Jewish professors in:the
Russian umvers1t1es, only a few docents, and_no teachers in lngh
schools and primary public schools for Christian - pupils. .Jewish
teachers practice their professiononly in speclal schdolé Jew
or in a few private institutions of learning. S

It is customary in Russia to make a dlstmctlon between,__:; 10V-
ernment service,” i. e., service in the employ of the central: Govem-,
ment, and “public semce,” i. e:, service in local elective’ bodles or
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in the employ of the orga,ns of local self-government, the ‘“ zemstvos,”
or the: mumclpahtles etc. These latter institutions of self—govern—
ment are also under the supervision of the central government, and
the rights of the Jews in the domain of the public service are con-
siderably curtailed. About the only important branch of public
_service in which Jews may receive appointments is the medical
branch. The “zemstvos’” (local self-government of the provinces
and counties) employ a large number of physicians, druggists, nurses,
and -midwives to giwq gratuitous medical attendance to the peasants,
and in this line of work persons of Jewish faith sometimes obtain
appomtments These appointments are made by the zemstvos,
but require the approval of the governors.
With so few opportunities in these avenues of employment, private
prictice of law and medicine remains almost the only field in which
: .‘theeducated Russian Jew may try his fortune. The result is an
overcrowding of the professions, which is strongly felt in the towns
of the Pale, where the general poverty of the masses reacts upon the
earniings of the professional classes. Many graduate lawyers are
forced  to remain bank clerks at 10 rubles ($5.15) per week, and it
is not unusual for physicians to receive only 30 to 40 kopecks (15 or
21 cents) for a visit at the patient’s house. That the earnings of a
" practicing physician are not large is shown by the anxiety of the
dewish physicians to obtain the ‘zemstvo’’ positions spoken of above,
which pay only 1,000 to 1,200 rubles ($515 to $618) a year. The
gradua.t.es of the other schools usually make use of the right of living
in the large cities outside of the Pale, and devote themselves to litera-
ture and journalism, the material returns being very moderate
indeed. Ca,ses of official change of religion are more frequent in
Russia among professional persons and graduates of universities
than among other classes of Jews, not only because the old bonds

“of religion are weakened but also because the material advantages
to be obtamed are greater.

PAUPFRISM AND CHARITY.
'PAUPERISM. -
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The msecunty of the earnings of the independent artisans, the low
i wages of the factory and small-shop employees, the petty business
% proﬁts of the merchants and the extreme difficulty of finding employ-
: ment after it is once lost, have all been indicated in the preceding
3 pages “yet observers of the life in Jewish towns state that there are
W professional paupers in comparison with the Russian towns; and
+that the paupers seen are usually either old and decrepit persons or
whlldren that is, people who are unable to make a living.(®)

'{»;

i “a8ee V Cherte Evreiskoy Osedlosti (In the Jewish Pale), by A. P. Subbotin. St.
Petersburg, 1888, Vol. I, p. 134.
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Even if the number of professional paupers, or persons who exist
exclusively by private or public charity, is not so great among the
Jews in Russia as one might expect, especially in view of the fact
that professional pauperism is tolerated .in that country, the number
of the poor is extremely large, even interpreting the term ‘‘poor”
in its narrower sense. In the broader sense of a person with an
insufficient income, a person unable to make any savings and forced
to live from hand to mouth, probably 90 per cent of the Russian
Jews are poor. Robert Hunter says:

Poverty is a much broader term than pauperism. Those who are in
poverty may be able to get a bare sustenance, but they are not able to
obtain those necessaries which will permit them to maintain a state
of physical efficiency.

Even this definition 1s perhaps somewhat too broad for our purpose.
The poor as described therein are those persons who do not need to
apply to charity, yet there are among the Jews in Russia a multitude
of persons who occupy & middle ground. Not paupers ‘“who depend
upon public or private charity for sustenance” all the time, but per-
sons who are not able to meet all the extraordinary expenses of ‘the
daily life, and who are theréfore at intervals forced to apply, hateful
as it may be to their feeling of self-respect, to public or private charity.

‘Such extraordinary emergencies occur in the life of a poor Jewish

family with distressing regularity, due to a peculiar cause, the rehglous
holidays.

The Jewish holidays are not many, but they have an importance
and holiness which, for the orthodox Jew, at least, make their fitting
celebration an absolute law. These obligatory celebrations mean
comparatively large expenditures of money, which a considerable
number of the Jews are unable to meet, and it is then that the great-
est amount of assistance is both given and received. -It is note-
worthy that so well is the exceptional nature of the occasion under-
stood that the complaint has never been made that this form of charity
leads to idleness and pauperism, or to destruction of self-respect.
Some such principle guides one form of charity in the United States,
namely, the Christmas dinners organized for the poor.by various
charitable organizations, notably the Salvation Army. . But those
dinners are admittedly for the benefit of the very poor, and consist in
the direct administration of food in a fashion scarcely acceptable to
the self-respécting poor, while in Russia a slight contribution of a few
rubles to a family so as to enable it to celebrate in fitting fashion the
holy days is considered more in the nature of 'a rehglous duty tha:n a
charitable act. ,

Even the ordinary ‘ Shabees’’ (Sa,bba.th) is a serious function mth
the orthodox. It demands not only absolute rest, but various observ-
ances in the way of special food, etc. The whole thought of the poor
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k. Jew, and especially of the Jewish woman, during the week is directed
. to so manage as to be able to comply with the Sabbath requirements
¢ in a manner befitting a good Jew. That requires at least the regula-
i tion white bread, the fish, etc.; and the success of the week’s work is
¢ judged by the ability to observe the Sabbath in the proper way. Then
. there is the Passover week, which is the only holiday to be compared
¢ " in holiness to the Sabbath, and this period is a great deal more exact-
¢ ing than an ordinary Sabbath, so far as expenditure is concerned. It
. demands not only several da.ys of interruption in work, but also many.
g special dishes, the preparation of which is costly. Moreover, the
[ 'demands of the Passover are absolutely peremptory. The religious
. law not only enjoins the eating of certain things during this week, but
- ab iltely prohibits the eating of ordinary bread. There are other
ands no less difficult of observance by the poorer Jews. In fact,
L~ the:Jewish family that lives from hand to mouth often finds itself
5 fwcmg the approaching Passover absolutely unable to meet it accord-
& ing to the commands of the Hebraic law, and consequently in danger
b of commlttmg a serious sin.  Assistance of Jewish families during this
§ - season is the most common form of charitable work. At that time
“ the Jewish people may truly be said to be divided into givers and
| receivers.
.- The data in regard to assistance distributed at that critical penod-
are, therefore, the fullest possible measure of distress, the number
meedmtely rising with every general fall in the prosperity of the
people The data were collected by the Jewish Colonization Society
'. in its- report, but the serious mistake was committed of broadly
- defining as paupers the entire number of people who applied for this
- kind of relief, of whom many often did not apply at all but custom-
k. arﬂy recelved some small sum.
£ - Taken in this limited sense, as a measure of general distress but not
- Kof: direct pauperism, the number of families receiving help for the
i’assover is nevertheless very significant. Information was obtained
rom :more than 1,200 localities, containing over 700,000 families,
_tnd the families assisted reached the enormous number of 132,855, or
“almiost 19 per cent. The proportlon of families receiving assistance
aried greatly as between different provinces, most of the Polish
provinces showing a percentage as low as 14, while the three prov-
g inces of Lithuania give a percentage of 22. This agrees with the
E zeneral observation, frequently emphasized in this article, that the
E Jews in Lithuania are probably lower in the economic scale than the
JeWS of any other part of the Pale, because the congestion of Jews is
§ grea.test there. Still more mgmﬁca.nt is the fact that the number of
f famlhes assisted is rapidly growing. From many localities compara-
tive data for several years have been obtained which conclusively
ahow this rapid increase. By adding the data for all the localities

,l
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for which information has been obtained it is found that within th
short period of five years the number of families assisted had increase
from 85,183 in 1894 to 108,922 families in 1898, an increase of 27,
per cent. The amount of assistance given is usually small, some
times falling as low as 75 copecks (39 cents), and, where the distribt
tion of funds takes place through some organized agency, seldor
exceeding 3 rubles ($1.55), a contribution which is not sufficient t
put the recipients into the category of paupers.

Since this group of persons needing some assistance almost equa
one-fifth of the total Jewish population of the Pale, all occupatio
groups have their representatives among them. An investigation i
Odessa showed that the unskilled laborers were the most numerou
recipients of this charity, but there was also a large number of artisan
such as tailors and shoemakers, as well as many persons who gaine
a precarious living from retail trade,-peddlers, push—cart men an
women. L

CHARITABLE IN; STITUTIONS

The foregoing remarks refer to what might be called normal
ditions, such as existed before the present a.ntl-Jemsh sentunex
manifested itself.

The assistance by means of a small payment before the Passow
being the most frequent form of charitable work serves best .as
measure of the extent of the need for charity, but it by no mea
represents all of the charitable work needed or given in the Pal
On the contrary, the charitable institutions are numerous and varie.

It is well known that when two hundred and fifty years ago the fir
Jews applied for permission to come into North America, namel
into New Amsterdam, they were granted the permission under t!
condition that they care for their own poor—a condition they ha
faithfully kept. It was scarcely necessary to exact that conditio
- for the care of the poor is a characteristic feature of the Jewish peop:
Though the Russian Jews were an integral part of the populatlon
the region in which they lived long before the time they came und
the domination of the Russian Government, the Russian code of: la\
contains a similar provision in regard to the Jews and their poor. -
' This demand could have been made only ‘because ‘of the speci
Jewish communal organizations which exist in the towns of the Pa
~ and which are not only recognized by law but intrusted with certe

powers and duties, the most important of which, from an éconon

point of view, being the collection of taxes. " A series of special tax:
. direct as well as indirect, have been established :(the' prmclpal 0
being the tax on meat) for the purpose of supplying ‘the communi
with means to do charitable work, support schools,: hospltals e
The amount and the objects of the tax, in addition:to the" mdlr(
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tax'on meat, are determined by the community under the supervision
and with the approval of the authorities, but the tax is not collected
directly: by the community; it is rented out-at auction, also with
> the approval of the administration. The tax, therefore, must bring
£ an income, not only to the community but also to the lessor. More-
over, the actual distribution of the sums collected is not intrusted to
£ the Jewish community, but to the local authorities. The budget
. must be approved by the governor of the province. Unnecessary
- economy in the distribution of the funds usually results and large
E' - sums-are transferred to the public treasury, after which an applica-
tlon for these funds to be used for charitable enterprises must have
: oval of the ministry of finance.
me from these special taxes, nevertheless, remains a very
important item of the budgets of the various charitable institutions,
less important are the private contributions and those of the
_va.nous nonofficial charitable organizations.
;' The following statement shows the number of each of the most

 common types of charitable organization known among the Jews in
Rusm_a, ~

§: Bocieties for general relief. .. .......cooooooiiiiiiii i, 290
i Hospitals and dispensaries._ . .............cociiiioioniiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiaaaaa, 112
i ? Committees for the care of the sick....... ... ... ..o, 665
3 ‘Homes for the old and the infirm.......... ... ... ... ... P 126
;. Lodging houses and houses of refuge for strangers ............................. 180
f: Bocieties for noninterest-bearing loans. ....................o......ollL 350
SOCIetlesfor distribution of food............. ... ... ... 500

- Bocieties for distribution of clothing............0..... [ peee T2

SOCIetIeB for assisting poor bndes ............................................ . 81

"Total....... Cdeeeecee G ccaeecceccceaacaaaaaaann [ 2, 346

3 ‘The if;nety'and number of rehef societies is characteristic not only
the great need for them but also of the charitable traditions of the

- The dlvers functions of these chantable organizations are of special
terest to the American, because many similar organizations, though
- usually on a much larger scale than in Russia, have been established
£ ‘In the United States by the Jewish immigrants, who thus introduce
£ types: of relief little known to the American charity worker. It is
= well, therefore, to begin with the description of these specialized
mstltutlons
- Perhaps the most important from an economic point of view are
the institutions for gratuitous credit. The high cost of credit in the
g Pale is & serious cause of distress, since the smallest loan may often
lea.d e self-supportmg family to financial ruin. It may not be difficult
for the petty trader or the artisan to obtain a small loan, but the con-
t dltlons are usually onerous. The money lender charges exorbitant

)
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- are very small. Of 253 organizations for which the amountof oaplta

large orgamzatlons of this kmd emst in New York Clty

interest, which may reach 20, 30, or even 60 per cent. - The followm
18 & typlcal case:

An artisan borrows 50 rubles ($25.75), with an agreement to pa
up in weekly installments of 1 ruble (51.5 cents) per week;:but th
interest, amounting to 12 rubles ($6.18), is deducted from the loan a
the time it is made, only 38 rubles ($19.57) being actually receive.
by the borrower, and under the plan of paying the loan in weekl
installments, covering principal and interest, the rate of interes

“amounts to about 59 per cent per annum.

In 1895, by a special law, the formation of small societies for mutus
credit was facilitated, and by 1902 there were within the Pale 5
societies of that nature, in which the Jews constituted the predomi
nating element. But since that year the anthorities have demande:
that two-thirds of the board of directors of all such new -8oclet1e
shall consist of Christian men and that the chairman shall I)e ’
tian. These limitations have effectively stopped. the. incres
number of Jewish credit societies of the mutual kmd a.nd “
sized the necessity for the charitable institutions. -

It is characteristic that of the 350 loan socletles 205
cent, are found in northwestern Russia, not conly-beca
for them is greater there, but because the communal fee' f
activity is much greater in that region. | :

The revenues, and therefore the range of act1v1ty, of“thwg

was given 77 had less than 100 rubles ($51.50) each,; 112 had | frog
100 to 500 rubles ($51.50 to $257.50) each, 38 had from 500 101 1, 00

rubles ($257.50 to $515) each, and only 26 had over 1,000 rubles (8515

each. The resources being so limited, the loans range:from-3 to 1
rubles ($1.55 to $7. 73), and seldom exoeed 25. rubles (312 ‘
in its conception, it is & uséful method of -granting reli

require the guaranty of some well-to—do person, but the'nﬂ
chal'ge any mterest for the loan. . The mos‘t Slgmﬁcantf P

annum. . e
" There is nothmg especlally mberestmg to
112 Jewish hospitals existing in the Jewish'ci
the genera.l insufficiency  of - hosplf:&l‘?}:_i; acilities
there is the important consideration' of,_tli
which ‘make separate Jewish hospitals necessa
hospitals endowed by private cha.nty, but most_; f:thes
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i'ted out of the speelal taxes spoken of above. Most of the"
sitals ‘are located in the South and Southwest, and while
tern: Russia has a greater share of all other chantable insti-
tutions,’it. has on]y a few hospitals. A hospital is an establishment
‘that annually requires a large sum of money for its support, and few
northwesbem towns ¢an afford to make the necessary outlay.

“The lack: of hospitals in the Northwest is partly compensated by
numerous societies for the caré of the sick at their homes. Out of &
tal o 665 such societies 349 are located in the northwestern, 143 in
"and the southwestern, and 173 in the Polish provinces.
5'of these circles are varied, ranging from financial assist-
)  ' g of medlcal ‘help to aetual care of the sick by members
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: 1t1es Thus, the dl.mng room for the poor in Vilna dis-
i trib uring | ‘the year about 200,000 dinners, at the average cost
?to self of 8 or 9 kopecks (4.1 or 4.6 cents), while the price charged is
#3or 5 kopecks (1.5 or 2.6 cents). This is the result of an effort to sub-
§st1tute organized assistance for the traditional custom of having some
poor person at one’s table, a custom that is still observed in the smaller
*tbwp_s, and is a form-of charity specially popular during the most
¢ important’ holidays, when one or two poor persons are to be seen at
tables of the richest men of the town each Saturday, if not every

‘The poor sehola.rs of the “kheders ”-and of the ““eshiboths”

ha,nty, but the practice is rapidly dymg out. It was cus-
sueh poor .students to make their way through the school
a.t seven places, one day a week at each plaee Another

consxsts in small subsidies, sometimes limited to 5
] '58) for the purchase of the most necessary household uten-

tlon_'.
re pnmxtlve charltable institutions are centered around
1 synagogue because eharltable actlwty has among all nations

ftiy moorporated But no matter how the orgamzatlon
pmctlcally each Jewish fa.nuly, unless it be itself 8 reelp—
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only 2 copecks (1 cent) a week, this sum not mfrequentl L
regular dues in some of the societies of the smaller towns: E—v‘
superficial acquaintance with the life of the Russian:Jews “in:thill
large American cities shows the same tendencies to mutual hel '
self-help to a marked degree the desire to take care of 1ts own

and sick bemg still strong in the Jewish race. )

V EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

The economic importance of popular education is so well sco
nized that no apology is necessary for mtroducmg the sub]ect
education in a study of economic conditions.

The degree of literacy may be considered a fair measure of
educational standing of a people. It is therefore. proper.to begi
the study of education of the Russian Jews by quotmg the '
data of the degree of literacy among them.

According to the Russian census of 1897 there 1 were
tion of 125,640,021 persons, 26,569,585 literate persons
cent. The number of males who could read and write was18.318;
out of a total of 62,477,348, or 29.3 per cent, while the’ )
literate females was 8,250,773 out of 63,162,673, or 13.1pe
. Thus the degree of Russian illiteracy is not so great"". frequ
assertions in the press would make it appear, for one often sees the}
statement that more than 90 per cent of the Russian- -people’ calf
neither read nor write. Moreover, the proportion stated above dagdl
not take into consideration the large number of children of tender ;
age, who should certainly be excluded in calculatmg the peroentage |
of illiteracy.

But the point which must be emphasized here, is tha.t the propor-
tion of illiterate persons of Jewish faith is much smaller. - Of 5 ,215 805
persons of Jewish faith there were 2,031,497 literate persons, or 39

per cent, which gives a per cent of literacy almost double'that of the .

total population of Russia. Of 2,547,144 males, 1,259,248, or 49,4
per cent, were literate, while of 2,668,661 females, 772,249 -or only
29 per cent, could read. Thus the proportionate literacy:of fh

is about tw1ce as thh as that of the entlre Russmn

may be obtained by means of a table giving the nimi
of persons able to read, by age groups. These data.
the table following. . Unfortunately the bas )
reports of the: Russian census is-not . ¢
‘ determmed by ‘the mother tongue.

i
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Russmn 28’ their mother tongue, have been excluded, Whlch un-
v doubtedly reduoes the actual percentage of Jewish persons able to
read. -

‘LITEB.ACY OF THE TOTAL RUSSIAN POPULATION AND OF THE JEWISH POPULA-
_ TION IN EACH SPECIFIED AGE GROUP, BY SEX, 187.

[Ftom Pramier Recensement Général de 1a Populatlon de l'Empme de Russie, 1897.]

All Rt_usm. ‘ Jews.
Literates. Literates.
Per

cent of| Total. fl:r ¢

Number. | total Number. e:ota(l)

pu- J

R P ¢y ews.
.................... 82, ceescsnccccaleccaaan.
789, 489 5.3 637, 496 77,781 12.2
5,955,603 | 45.5 . '863 | 5.8
. 4,552,412 44.9 414,791 294, 365 71.0
3,118,509 39.5 037 198, 413 69.9
1,950, 533 3.2 196, 560 132,620 67.5
1,087,720 26.5 148,672 91, 555 -81.6
858322 | 202| 142684 7452 | 543
6134 | 2.7 926 | a7
18,318,812 | 20.3| 2,471,305 | 1,200,401 | 489
17,520,323 | 38.7| 1,761,202 | 1,131,710 | . 646
........ 79,270 |.cececeeeieennn..n
31| 639,006 44,22 6.9
21.8| 645552| 282500 4.7
19.5| 429,693| 195953| 45.6
15.7 294,282 100, 458 34.1
12.6 214,246 55,013 25.7
11.1 159,283 32,029 - 20.1
9.7] 128588 19182 149
12.9 841 219 26.0
.13.1 | 2,501,761 | 729,666 | 28.2
17.0 | 1,873,485 | 685,444| 36.6
.................... 161,877 |.cccceedeanann...
1,250,585 | 41| 1,276,502 ) 9.6
8,871,187 3.5 1,210,174 619, 453 §1.2
6,548,326 | 32.2| '844,484| 0,318| 581
4,364,044 27.6 578,319 208,871 51.7
2, 686, 443 22.9 410, 806 187, 4.7
1,553,339 18.7 f 123, 584 40.1
"1,286,378 15.0 271,272 96, 634 35.6
9,292 18.4 1,767 661 37.4
26, 569, 585 721.1 5,@,156 1,939,157 38.3
25,318,999 3,624,777 §0.1

age"the data. of illiteracy are:

Of those over 10 years of age the illiteracy among the Jews is con-
fhderably smaller than for the total population of the Russian Empire,

eing 72.3 per cent for the entire country, and only 49.9 per cent
he Jews, ~ For the male population over 10 years of age the com-
figures of illiteracy are: For the total 61.3 per cent, and for

16 Jews only 35.4 per cent. For the female population over 10 years
For the total 83 per cent, and for the
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| shown presently, without any system of State obligatory schod
! a great extent due to the religious spirit of the Jews. The abili
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When, however, the table is examined carefully it is found
for the total population and for the Jews, that the lower the
the class the higher is the percentage of hteracy This mdlcates‘,
improving condition in Russia. The rise is more noticeable in-the
case of the total population, 'which seems to indicate that within 8
recent years the cause of education has received greater stlmulus
among the Russian population than among the Jews.

Some slight rise is noticed also among the Jews, especlally among
wormen, the education of the latter being comparatively an innovation.
Nevertheless, it is worthy of notice that the highest age group among
the Jews has a larger percentage of people able to read than the most
educated total age group, there being proportionately more literate
Jews over 60 years old than literate Russian population of the age of
10 to 19 years. In other words, fifty years ago the educational stand-
ard of the Jews was higher than that of the Russian people at large
at present. This comparison is certainly very significant.

It must be added that the data are ten years old, and tha
eral rise of education must have further reduced the per:
illiterates among the Jews and among other persons in Rus

This comparatively high standard of education, achieve

read his prayers is as sacred to the Jew of the older generatlo as it
was to the New Englander of the colonial times and had the same 3
effect of stimulating education. It follows that the ma]onty ; of
Jews ﬁrst learn to read the Hebrew alphabet and smce the same

of the Pale, where they constitute the majority of the

speak this Ylddlsh but the mingling with persons: ‘who speak
tongues forces upon the average Jew a knowledge
language. The enforced use of Russian in all Governm
makes some knowledge of Russian almost & necessity.
volens, a great number of the Jews derive What ad
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‘ NUHBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS IN EACH SPECIFIED AGE GROUP ABLE TO READ
: : ,_" RUSSIAN, BY SEX, 1897.

' [From Pmmier Reoenesment Général de la Population de l’Empue de Russxe. 1897 ]

Males. Females. Both sexes.
S : Abletomad Abje to read Able to read
Agegroup. Russian. Russian. " Russian.
o ’ Total. ——————P—- Total. P Total.
. er . er .| Per
Number. cent. Number. cent. Numbes. cent.
6.3 | 639,006 31,520 | 4.9 1,276,502 71,905 5.6
42.2 | 646,552 5 31.7 11, 210 174 | 442, 36.6
52.5| 429,693 | 127,737 | 29.7 844,484 345,721 | 40.9
48.4 | 204,282 52,484 | 17.8 | 578,319 | 190,099 [ 32.9
40.5 | 214,246 20,931 | 9.8 410,806 | 100,605 | 24.5
31.1 | 159,283 9 677 | 6.1 | 307,855 55,979 | 18.2
22.3 | 128, 4 657 | 3.6 | 271,272 , 13.4
4.0 "133 | 158 1,767 25.4
= A 33.2 2,512,491 | 451,787 | 17.9 |4,901,279 1,243,786 |" 25.4
oro er 1,761,202 | 751,614 | 42.9 (1,873,485 | 420,267 | 22.5 3,624,777 [1,171,881 | 32.1

" Thus it is found that more than two-fifths of the males 10 years of
~'age or over, and almost one-fourth of the females of the same age
. group, are able to read Russian. This feature of education is com-
paratively new, since the figures show that the percentage is larger

among the lower than among the - higher age periods. The age
. period of from 20 to 29 is the most characteristic among the males,
52.5 per cent being able to read Russian, while among the females
- 10 to 19 is the age period that shows the greatest proportlon 31.7 per
: cent being able to read that language.
To appreciate these results achieved by the Jews of the Pale
_within a very short time it is necessary to know something of the
.educational system as it exists in Russia. A system of gratuitous'
“education supplied to all by the Government is an institution com-
“paratively new to Russia. High schools and universities were
established by the Government long before there were any schools
[ -for the  common people. The emancipation of the serfs in 1861
- found the Russians an illiterate people. It was only after the Gov-
-ernménit had established the so-called “zemstvos” that an organ-
 ized effort was made to introduce schools in the rural districts, and
- the: grantmg of :some measure of municipal self-government to the
- -cities” gave the ﬁrst impetus to the city schools. No_ such institu-
. tions were granted to the western Provinces of the Pale, because the
forelgn population was not trusted with such rights; therefore the
Jew in Russia has never enjoyed the benefits of a general gratuitous
govermnental system of education.

- Wlnle this'may be considered a passive infringement of the Jew’s
opportumty for an elementary education, there have existed -and
«Stﬂl ‘éxist many other restrictions of a more direct kind. The limita-
tlons, by percentages, of Jewish students admitted to universities
and hlgh schools have been pointed out in the section on professional
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- ration.of Jewish teachers were established, but one of them was subse-

.eeptlon of the lack of educational facilities; much depends‘ U
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service. . These restrictions exist even for private hlgh schools, which 2 E
are subj ect to governmental super\nsnon in the same degree as govern-
mental institutions.

To provide for the education of the Jewish children, who-are - thus -
almost debarred from the general schools, a few special Government :
schools are established, but these schools depend' upon & limited fund
and the number is very insufficient. The number of such schools at
the end of the last century was determined to be 183, with an average’
of 113 pupils for each school. Two teachers’ institutes for the prepa- -

quently discontinued.
Without the benefits of a system of free education the Jews are
forced to depend upon their own resources. Private schools and
communal schools established and supported by charjtable or-other
organizations have been opened in many places, th number of such 3
schools with systematic courses being 637, so that the total numbe of i
schools in Russia for the Jews is 820.
But the number of schools in itself does not glve a pro'
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size of the schools. The total number of puplls in these s

" determined to be about 50,000, and if the inevitable onﬁusm DS’y are

P

considered the number may be as great as 60,000; but if the fumber
of children of school age- be estimated at one-seventh g‘f“th_e _totgl'f"
population (which is a very small proportion), it follows that out of
more than 700,000 children less than 10 per cent enjoy the privile
of schooling in more or less organized schools, which, on the whole,
have a course of studies lower in grade than ‘that of a gra.mmar
school in the United States.

The Russian Jews owe their comparatively low degree of thteracy
to the peculiar Jewish institution called the ‘‘kheder,” & denomi--
national school the primary object of which is instruction in the '
Bible and in Jewish religion and learning. In practme this takes the
form of instruction in the Hebrew language and in reading the Scnp—
tures and the many commentaries. If the specific ‘nam: these
schools has come to be used in the Russian la.nguage 1t 18 ] use.
the many neculiarities of their orgamzatlon whlch f j’_ ritie:
been preserved from time immemorial.

The “kheder” is a private school. The State mterests lteelf ,httle
in the organization of these ‘“kheders” beyond requiring thatno per-
son shall teach in them w1thout a permlt, and that he sha]l not tea.ch

educational nature are enforced .The professxon ofa‘ ‘mela{’ ed,”,;as‘
a teacher in one of these kheders” is called, has therefore become the
refuge of men who have farled in other occupatrons A “melamed ”
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the school, and upon his energy and facilities depends the
I;-numb_er ‘of scholars that can be gathered into it.
-/An investigation conducted by the well-known Imperial Russian
:Free Economic Society in 1894 determined the number of ‘“kheders”’
£: - at 14,740, with 202,000 pupils, or an average of 13.7 pupils per
g Sh kheder ” “This gives an idea of the nature of the school. The
& Jewish Colomzatlon Society collated data from 507 localities, with a
. »Jewish population of 1,420,000, and found 7,145 “kheders ” from
- . which data it estimates the total number of existing ‘‘kheders” to
b024,000." Taking the average number of pupils to each “kheder”’ to
13.7, these 24 000 “kheders” evidently contamed about 329,000
il

mvestlgatlon of the Russian Free Economic Soclety showed
in '1894 .out of a total of 201,964 pupils registered in the 14,740
ede reported there were only 10,459 girls, or 5.2 per cent. It
6ms;’ then that almost all the boys of school age attend a ‘“kheder,”
hile only a few girls do so. It is true that the religious element plays
-some part in this unequal distribution of the educational advantages,
the church duties of the Jewish men being more important than those
‘of the women. For the same reason the old-fashioned Jew of the
Pale-is readier to send his daughter than his son to a secular, Christian
-school. As has been shown above, the facilities for giving the Jewish
‘child an education in the governmental schools are extremely limited,
and while the percentage of illiteracy among the Jewish women is
-much higher than among the men, still the data in regard to the num-
ber of girls attending schools do not show where -the 45 per cent of
.young Jewish women acquired an elementary education, and, what is’
‘still more surprising, where 35 to 40 per cent of them acquired a
{.knowledge of Russian in addition to Yiddish.
. “ The. explanation lies probably in the peculiar zeal of the Jewish
_.people for some education, for there is scarcely another race or social
group ‘which has succeeded in attaining such a high percentage of
te_mcy without a public school system. The women and girls use
every ‘available means to learn to read and write. Private tutoring is’
‘very:popular in Russia, and because of the general low standard of
1 prosperity such tutoring has been made so inexpensive as to be within 7
;thermeans of even poor families, the average Jewish family bemg will-
ing to sacrifice a great deal to obtam some education. Then, again, the
“-male ‘members of the family will share their education the best
8y they know how with their sisters. The very widespread tend-
ney of the educated minority to organize secret classes for the
instruction of adult working men and women in combination with
scret socialist and other propaganda must not be disregarded, although
statistical accounting of the dimensions of this movement is possi-
.~ Yet there is evidence in the tables of the existence of this belated
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‘education. It will be noticed that for the total population of Russig
the age period of from 10 to 19 is the one that shows the highest per- %
centage of people able to read, while among the Jews it is, on the con-=
trary, the age period of from 20 to 29, and the difference between this =
age period and the one immediately preceding is 2 per cent among the =
females and as much as 11 per cent among the males. If the natural =
progress of educational facilities be taken into additional considera- 3
- tion, it follows that the percentage of persons acquiring the ability to
read and write many years after the passing of the school period is -
even greater than the percentages given above indicate. The same
tendency is noticed in the overcrowded night schools of New York Clty
Still the ‘“kheder” remains the most important educational insti- “:
tution of the Jewish Pale. In the absence of other and better facili-
ties the ‘‘kheder’’ has an important function to fulfill. It does not
follow that it does it in a satisfactory manner, the ‘“melamed” havmg
in the majority of cases neither the fitness nor the facilities for suc-
cessful teaching. The methods are antiquated and the environments:
indescribably bad. The facilities of the schoolroom may- be-
ined, or at least guessed at, if one remembers that the tuitio
from 15 to 20 pupils are the only source of income of the melam‘e?l"’f*_
and in view of the poverty of his clients these tuition fees can not‘ '
amount to  much. Yet, while the income of the ‘““melamed” is
small, the expense of education is a heavy burden to a poor :famx_ly
with several children of school age. For a half-year term the average
tuition fees vary from 10 to 15 rubles ($5.15 to $7.73) for the younger
pupils, and from 12 to 25 rubles ($6.18 to $12.88) for the older and
“more advanced pupils. The fees are usually higher in the large
cities and lower in the small settlements, the average being about 25
rubles ($12.88) a year in the former a.nd 18 rubles ($9.27) & year in
the latter. Such fees scarcely prov1de the “melamed’” with an
income of 200 to 300 rubles ($103 to $154. 50) a year, therefore the
hiring of special premises for school purposes is out of the question,
and the dwelling of the “melamed” is at the same time the school.
"Only in about 20 per cent of the schools investigated was a separate
room specially provided in the house of the teacher. - In'the remain- -

! Y PPt

. ‘ing 80 per cent the schoolroom was the living room of t}m ‘teacher’s i

family, which was at the same time the sleeping 1 room, the kltchen,

" ete. The furnishings of a typical “kheder” are limited to a-long

table provided on both sides with plain wooden benches, so hlgh that
the children’s feet hang down without touching the floor, beca.use the',;.
teacher can not afford to provide the childrén of different ages with -
benches of . different heights. Usually there is not even s back to:
lean on, and the children are forced to bend over the' tablé‘through”
the long school day. Tiie air in this 1mprov1sed schoolroom: has
often been described as killing. During the wmter months the'
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. dearth of fuel necessitates keeping the windows closed, and the air
. is wtlated not only by the overcrowding of the room Wlth pupils but
= also by the cooking of food. ‘
%‘ All these objectionable features of the typical ‘ kheder’’ are accen-
i tuated by the excessively long hours, almost as excessive as were
the hours in the factory before the struggle of the Bund for a shorter
E. workday began. The antiquated methods of instruction, together
- _with the zeal of the parents that their son understand the intricacies
', of Bible exegetics at the time when the American boy has scarcely
advanced -beyond the®second reader, encourage these long hours.
} The school day begins at 9 a. m. and ends at 5, sometimes at 6 or
' ev'e_watS p- m., so that the school day lasts anywhere from eight to
sven:-hours. Only in the larger cities, especially of the South,

:-where”the Jewish traditions are Weakened and Jewish learning not
j held in such esteem, does the school day sometimes fall to seven
. . hours. - When the Jewish boy spends the entire day for many years,
3 and ‘practically without any vacation, in this atmosphere in the
- strenuous mental effort of disentangling the medieval intricacies of
 the commentators of the Bible, there is little wonder that he leaves the
. “kheder” an ansmic, emaciated youth, Wlth physical powers much
- impaired.

-~ The “talmud-thora’” is a communal school, supported by the
- Jewish community, in which an effort is made to do away with the
. hygienic and educational imperfections of the ‘“kheder’’ system. The
. Hebrew branches are given sufficient prominence to make the school
' Satisfactory to the orthodox, while at the same time are introduced

. ‘the Russian language and some general educational subjects. The
. “ talmud-thora” is gradually growing into a national school for the

Jews, but the number of these institutions is limited, because of
5 their general expensiveness. .

i An improvement of the school facilities for the Jews in Russia will
g come only after the many restrictions are abolished and with sub-

sta.ntlal assistance from the Government funds.

The facts detailed in the foregomg pages indicate how deeply the
4 lives of the Russian Jews have been influenced by the legal condi-
;_tlons under which they live. A study of these conditions and their
% economic results seems to be doubly important for a clear under-
: ¢ standing of Russian Jewish immigration to this country; not only
; because these conditions shape the physical, psychological, and eco-
;, ' nonii¢ status of the immigrant, but also because they are of decisive
; influence in determining the very dimensions of the current of immi-
{ gratlon ﬁ'om ‘Western Russia to the United States.

U] e g L



