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.BWX!?OlKIC COXDITIOB OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA. 

BY I. M. RUBINOW. 

INTRODUCTION. 
v . - - - 

; ' 60 preeent study of the economic condition of the Jews in Russia .. 
.,GdE& as a part of a seriea of studies on immigration and its relation 

ks- &-;~:YL*- : - - - 
: * - - . - ~ ~ & a l  and industrial questions in the United States. One of the 

<.-?;x:"'3 - 
.', - .* ~cr-am%'-important el ,.,c+ . -. elements in this problem is the distribution, both - 

- - waPhi&lly and industrially, of immigrents arriving in this country. 
A s@dy of imdgrdion at the present time would not be complete 

- &thoat special attention to thsRussian Jews, .forming as thei do 
; -. one-eighth of the total number of immigrants now corning to our 
' +  shores, and being found so frequently living and working under 4 :  

bsrmful b e a h h o p  conditions. Some of the well-known characteris- 
. - ticti? of the80 immigrants, such as their tendency to crowd into the 

great cities and to follow certain definite lines of work to the'exclusion 
. of the heavier manual trades and agriculture, will be much better .. . 

- -  'undm'tood after a study of the conditions and restrictions under 
: % 

- iv=Mcb.-#ey have worked and lived before coming to this country. 
. -  . . 
3 r 

- 7  . . ! .- .:; , . JEWISH POPULATIONo 

!. - -  .cr ;ba far back L authentichistoric records go, Jews are known to hav 
&d witbin the terrlhry at present i-chd-d in the limits of he Rw 

a 

% . .  - : \  $ -- - . sianEmpir6, yet theRuasimErnpite ,A G Y , ~ ~ ~ z & ~ G V & Q ~  
- . ..&jbrity of its Jewish citizens at a cb bu w C d  4.k b + b \  
r h 

... . 1772 the number q) Jew* in Russia propex *C;kor r\\ h-wUrh;. 
. ; tben the abolutely prohibitive policy of the Russ;;lii Gr(itembQn 3 
- a -made my movement acrm the Polish-Rdan frontier prdcrriry 
- ~impowi'ble: The gradual* migration of the Jews eastward through .. 

6 - -  E m p  resulted in concentrating a large number in the Kingdom of 
1. Polqnd, in which country and in Lithuania Jews are known to have 
1. , lived as early as the tenth century. The first partition of Poland, in 
3 1792, gave to Russia the section h ~ w n  White Russia and a part of 
- Lithuania, with a large Jewish population; the second partition, in ;; ? 
-$ . : ' 1293, and the final partition, in 1795, added the ten Provinces which 

' .- now constitub the so-called region of the Vistula. Since those events 
$5, ::.the ku89itm Ernpire has remained the home of at least one-half of the # 1 , -  - 

. # 
- - -  487 

3 -  . '7 
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entire Jewish rsce. While the total number of Jews in the world is not 
definitely known, the estimate of 11,000,OOO is'usudy t~~~-ptedas  nearly 
correct. According to the Russian census of January 28 (Februarg.g), ' . 

1897, the total number of Jews in the Empire was 5,2 1 5,805(a) or about 
50 per cent of all the Jews in the world. Since the total populationof the 
Empire bas been determined to be 125,640,02 1, the proporti~n of th& 
Jewish to the total population is therefore only a little over 4 per cent; a. 

but this percentage has little more than a theoretical value, because of :. 
the very uneven distribution of the Jews over the entire territov of the .i 

:? Empire. The policy of the Muscovite Government toward the Jem 7 

throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries was . 

that of absolute exclusion, and with a few q u ~ c a t i o n s  th 
has been enforced &thin the annexed westerh fe~~i to r i  

defined Jewish Pale, 
of several Provinces and the exclusion of others Several ' 
tions of minor si 
Pale as it exists to-day was established 
rights of the Jews." AB thus constitute -+- - . - . five 'Provinces p) of the eightyonine Pr 

* a The problem of 
titatbticd ditEculti 
the cenaue of 1897 

nents may be formed: Number of pemna of Jewish religion, 5,215,8O!j; number af . 
xmne of Jew& nationality as determined by 
mination of the censue Qum ahom that 
,mi& faith who named other than the Yiddiah ul their mother 
te other hand, there were 8,856 pemne epeaking the Yiddish tongue 
2th was other than the Hebrew. AJI the apecisllegidation in r e g d  

. . >.,. ,;. ,..,. ..;... : a all pemons of Jewish Gth, 5,215,805 ought to be accepted ur the oo* 
in the ctrneua numy important tablee take the nationality Oaaguage) bagb.; .; 
Kamitm (people of Jewiah nationality and faith, 
from all special Jewiah legidation) mu& not be 

/ 

- 
Yiddieh .a their mother-tongue and .re therefore included in the 

, The data therefore may be Bummariced tbue: 
/ 

- - .  
T~M--.--.-.------o--.-.--..~.-r.r;----.--.-r-ro-.---:-~r~-L 

It is necemary fo add that of- 
Jews indicated 'dwq not - 

b The RUBBian word "gub 
ment," under the influence of the French tranalation ''gouvernem&~'~ 
the mialeading nature of thk term the word ''pmvince" ie hem p r e f d -  
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'tuting the entire Russian Empire. The Pale begins immediately 
south- of the Baltic provinces, stretches throughout the west, and 
extends over thesouth as far east as the Don Army Territory. The 
combined territory of the Pale is about 362,000 square miles, or less 
then 20 per e n t  of European Russia and only a little over 4 per cent 
of the entire Russian Empire. The Pale includes: 

1; -In the Kingdom of Poland (or the region of the Vistula), the 
Province3 of Warsaw, Kalisz, Kielce, Lomza, Lublin, Petrikau, 
Plock, Radom, Suvdki, and Siedlec. 
2. hi Lithuania, the Provinces of Vilna, Kovno, and Grodno. 

. - . 3;' la. -White Russia, the Provinces of Minsk, Vitebsk, and Mo- 
. : ~ ~ t :  - -- b 

- x --'-?* - 
. - 4: -"ln.'~sduthwestern Russia, the Provinces of Volhynia, Podolia, 
' K G -  (except the city of Kiev), Chernigov, and Poltava. 

- ':ti.% southern (new) Russia; the Provinces of Bessarabia, Kher- 
son, Yekaterinoslav, and Taurida (except the city of Yalta). 

dt,v&o& times many modifications of the absolute prohibition 
to e&r the interior of Russia- were made; but the entire Russian 
legislation in regard to the Jew's right of domicile is much too com- 

. - pli&ted to b given in' .detail, and consequently only the main fea- 
4 -hums will beestated. Its essential principle is that, while the general 

pn>hibifion remains in .force, the following specified classes of Jews 
am8 given the privilege of domicile throughout the Empire : ' 1. * Memhanb of the first -guild-i. e., merchants paying a very high 

I business kc8nse----&r having paid that lice& somewhere within 
! . the Pale for five coqsecutive years. This right of living anywhere in 1- R e a ,  outside of the-Pale, lasta only as long as the payment of the 

: lic81lse ia continued but after ten annual payments the permanent [ *'right of domicile &thin the city in which the- payments have been " madeis acquired. 
+ .  & Prpfti@onal periom, such as physicians, lawyers, dentists, 

i:-gduste - engineers; army surgeons, midwives, and graduates of uni- 1.. - v&tiw and higher institutioiu3 of learning in general, as well as 
students in such institutions. 

Sf - 
3. hater-artisans working at their tr& when admitted to their 

i '. art-' guild, or possessing - the necessary legal evidence of profi- 
ciency in their crafts. 

In .all-these cases the. acquired right of dopicile extends to the ' memberti of .the immediate f a d y ,  and in cases of the merchants 
f .:;of the h t  guild and the professional perso- to a limited number of 
%--; &vants and clerks of Jewish f eith. .. 1n regard to the Jewish artisaris, ' thk Jbitati, .&re much- more numerous; and in 1891 their further t ,-. 

 emigration -_ h m  the Pale into the interior of the Empire was made 
2~exceedingly -* diBicult, and those artisans who were living in the city, 
- - 
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as well as those living in the Province of Moscow, .were compelled-to 
withdraw. 

Another considerable class of Jews that is permitted to'live through- 
out Russia are the discharged soldiers; but this right is granted oily 
to those who served in the army prior to 1874. ' This class, therefore, 
can not increase in number. 

Besides these general provisions, there are minor exceptions that 
grant to limited groups of Jews (usually determined as persons or 
descendants of persons who were living in certain localities before 
certain dates) the right to remain in specified localities, or, in a few 
cases, anywhere in the Empire. Among these exceptions are to be 
found the resident Jews of Siberia, Turkestan, Caucasus, the Prov- 
ince of Courland, and a few other localities. 

The temporary sojourn without the Pale of Jews who have no 
right of permanent domicile is strictly limited by law to - from aix 
weeks to two months, and then only in cases of proved necessity, 
such as a lawsuit, commercial transactions, or probating a will. More- 
over, in these cases important limitations have been introduced; 
Thus, the important city of Kiev has been excepted from .the P&, 
and even merchants of the first guild may live only in certain .& 

tricts of that city; I .  1893 the city of Yalta was excepted, irnd the 
important cities of Rostov and Tsganrog, by being hnderred from 
the Province of Yekaterinoslav to the Don Army Terr i to~j  were 
elso excluded from the Pale.(=) 

How well the object of this legislation was accomplished will be 
seen from the following official data: 

TOTAL POPULATION OF RUSSIA AND NUMBER AND PER CENT O F  JEWS, WITE PEE 
CENT OF DISTRIBUTION OF JEWS, BY LOCALITIIFB, lW. 

[Cumpiled irqm Premier Recensement W 6 r d  de la Population de I'Empire bs Rnegfe, W.] 

Russian legislation in regard toJews). St. Petemburg, lW. 

IAndity. 

.................. Fi f t i eenPro~ofPe le  .,-------.; 
The ~1118h.hg35 Pn,~ , - , . . . , . , - - . . , . , - , . . . - - - . . .  

T&EmopeanRassia,proper ................. 
Kingdom ot Poland,,,,, .............................. 
CCrmrr~t.18, ............................................. 
Urn*.. .............................................. 
mdleA&-.-.- ....................................... 

........................................... Total, l25,64O,ozl 5,%M,%as 
i 

TOM pth 
la&. 

32,93644 @%mm 

I 

Fer~~mof 
JewiahiWtb. 

'9,678,tn' 
- 2ll,lfLl 

s"Jg&t 
d- ..*- 

9 
. -8 

Of all the Jewe residing in the vast R-an Empire, 93.9'per ceph 
live in the Pale (including the 10 Polish Provinces), 4.0 per ~efit:Ii~e 
in the remaining part of European RUSS~~, and 2.1 per cent l i~e '~@'d 

parosnt 
Of-- . bution 
&Jew& 

.-.p.6 
a LO 

dl 
1 

,6 1 

-6. 
02 . 

4.3 

72;6 
--I.$ -- '. '-** .1.1 

- A .  A7 
.3 

. Sm.4 



the. :Asiatic. 'p&ons of the Empire. The Jews, therefore, con- 
stitute almost a negligible part of the population of Russia .beyond 
the Pale. Hence the present study will naturally be devoted almost 
exclusively to the economic conditions within the Pale. 
. Even within that limited area, the Jews constitute only 11.6 per 
cent, or about one-ninth, of the entire population. The proportion 

- varies considerably from one Province or region to another, and the 
reasons for this variation are not difficult to find when the historical 
line of migration of the Jews is taken into consideration. The south- 
ern Provinces, having been thrown open to the Jews at a cornpara-, 

recent 'date, have a smaller percentage of people of that race 
i - than hati either Poland or Lithuania. 

PoPIlLATIoN AND NUMBER AND PER CENT O F  JEJvIsH POPULATION O F  THE 
t . ' .  PALE, BY PROVINCES, 1897. 

. LCompilecl horn-premier 3kmmement Genbral de la Population de 1'Empire de Rassie, 1m.I 

Province or region. 

vom ,,,,-----.----..-------------------------------------.---. .................................................... . 
. . . P o a ~ . .  ..... 
; - Kiev: ........................... - .---- .'-.-..-- - -.-.--.---------.--. ............................ ............... ........ C h e w v ,  :- I,, 

. Ports.  .... .- .....-...........-...........-....a .---.-------; ....... 
, k - . .  . -. - . . 
F :  - g-.;.; - &m&western Rnseia, , , - , - . . - - - - . - - - - . - - . - . . - - - . - - - - - - -. - - - . .... 

g;. . . . . .  
. .  ... , . : 8adhern (new) Bassfa -, , - , - -, - - - - . - . - - - - . - - - - - - - -. - -. .... . .  

: Tlie Jews living inLithuania, as well as 
.*:, Russia, are known as Iithuanian Jews; the 

; h e  who live in White 
Jews of the ten Polish 

Persona of Jewlsh 
faith. 

Per 
a n t  of 
tow 

&!n. 
12.9 
17.5 
13.8 - 
14.7 - -  
16.1 
11.8 
l2.1 

13.6 

13.2 
12.3 
12.2 
5.0 
4.0 

9.7 - 
11.8 - 
12.4 
4.8 
4.2 

9.0 

Total popu- lation. 
Number. 

1 1,sl~m -886 
1~603,409 %OY@9 
lYW56.4 - 

212,660 

4, '139,180 
7 - @7,84l 

2, in, mi 345,015 
1,189,216 175, M9 
1,686,764 203,946 

6,323,631 - 724,690 

1,931,867 351 94!2 18.2 

%E n:s57 8.5 
83,221 10.9 

57% 592 91,394 15.8 
h I@% 4x2 156,221 -13.5 
h a ,  sol 15.9 8s 9.3 

112,323 13.8 
!%2,913 59,195 10.2 
772,ls 121,135 15.7 

@,Y)2,253 1,321,100 14.1 -- 
.a338,567 4,899,& 11.6 

23% awym 
2,297,854 
57'74u1 
14,643,015 

1~935,m 
2,733,612 
2,113,674 
1,447,790 

&=%a8 

- 
385,882 
370,612 

110,944 

1,a5,618 

228,528 
339,910 
101,088 
60,762 

730,278 
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Provinces as Polish Jews, and those who have settled % the south- : 
western region k d  in New R&a as southern Jews. *From the 
American p in t  of view the distinctid118 are not without'some p- . 

tical significance, because the Lithuanian Jews have until recently 
constituted the vast majority of the Russian-Jewish immigrmb to the 
United States. The general culture of the Polish Jews ia considerably 
lower than that of the Lithuanian Jews. The economic condition of 
the Jews in the south of Russia is so much better than that of those in 
the northwest that only since the recent disturbances has the emigra- 
tion fever touched the Jews of that region. Of all the Jews in the 
Empire, the northwestern Jews, comprising those in Lithu* and 
White Russia, constitute 27.3 per cent, the Polish Jews 25:3 per cent, 
or approximately the same proportion, and the southern Jews, com- 
prising those in southwestern and southern (new) Russia, 413 per 
cent. 

Travelers through western Russia have seldom failed to point out the - 

awful congestion of Jew8 in the cities and towns. The census of 1897. 
shows, however, that the Jews constitute only from 8 to 38 per cant.. 
of the total population of the several prodces. This concentmti6in 
of the Jews in cities and to- is due to the so-called -- --.. "May h-&e,'j 
promulgated on May 3 (15), 1882, as a result of the mm-anti- 
Jewish riots in 1881 ,which prohibited further settlement of Jews within 
rural districts, i. e., outside of cities and towns. In practice this 
meant not only prohibition of further emigration of J~F& trom cities 
igto the duntry, but an actual elimination of many J e d  house- 
holds from rural settlements, and their enforced migrCltion into towns 
and the resultant congestion of the latter. -The tendency of the 
modern age everywhere is toward emigration from the nu81 districts 
to, the city; the Jewish race, however, has lived undd very exceptional 
conditions and for centuries has inhabited the cities almost-exclu- 
sively. With the general decline of the prosperity of the R d a n  
and Polish nobilify, the making of a living became.more dif'licult for 
the Jew and this led to a moderate though unmistakable tendency 
to remove to the rural districts. Thither went the petty ,merchant, 
the liquor dealer, the artisan, and finally the p ~ t r ~ v e  Jewish 
agriculturaJist. The May laws not ~ d y  afopped this movement but 
forced many of the Jewish families already in the cotintry back hito 
cities. Again, in 1891, thousands of f d e s  of Jewish a r h m s  . - 0  and 
merchants were forced to leave the city of MOSCOW and other interior 
cities and seek new homes- in the cities of the. Pah. Both the May 
laws of 1882 and tbe new executive orders of 1891 c a d  a consid- 
erable increase in the emigration of Jews to the United St&&. 

The proportion of the Jewish population to the total populstion . , of 
the cities of the Pale is shown in the fohwing table: 
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JEWX8H URBAN POPULATION COMPARED WITH TOTAL URBAN POPULATION IN 
THE PALE, BY REGIONS, 1897. 

[CompUed from Premier Recenaemmt GBn4ra.l de la Population de 1'Emplre de Russie, 1897.1 
-- 

I 
- 1 Jmbh urban populati~n. 

Region. Total urban Per cent of POpd'On* Number. 
population. 

.................................................. . IAthuania 
White B u ~ K I ~ .  ............................................. 
Southwestern Ruseb. ..................................... 
Southern. (new) Bnssie.. ................................. ................................................... Poland, 

These-data must be taken with many qualifications, for a great 
. dml.of uncertainty exists in regard to the Russian definition of the 

city. Many lqoslitics not dignified by the name of "gorod" (city) 
ar.e known as "miestechko," and in these settlements the Jews have 

; retained the right of domicile. These " miestechkos" have the eco- - 

nomic function of the American village--i. e., they serve as the com- 
mercihl, and, to a small degree, the industrial centers of the 8urround- 
ing country. The Russian village, as is well known, is usually an 
q$icultural 'community, and in these villages the Jew is prohibited 

. from settling. a: . 

1nbre8ting data that throw some light upon' the concentration of 
';r 

- Jem within the cities and the " miesfechbos" have been gathered by 
-. the agents of the St. Peteraburg committee of the Jewish Coloniza- 

I 
tion %ety.(o) Acc0xdh.g to the reports of these agents, the urban 
~ewish p6pulation of' the Pale at the end of the nineteenth century 
amounted to 3;809,361, or 77.8 per cent of the total Jewish popula- I . tion of the Pale in 1897. 

I JEWISH'UBBAN POPULATION IN THE PALE IN I898 COMPARED WITH TOTAL JEWISH 
POPUWION IN THE PALE IN lb7, BY BEGXONB. 

. . . ' m!lgtma for 1907 are h m  Premier R--at QBn6ral da la P alstion de 1'EmpI.m de Rnsaie; 
those for EQ8 are from. the Raport. of tbe ~ewiah Colo&tion S0ciety.J 

Region- 

-- 
Total Jewiah 
Po alati- 

8~97)- N u m b .  

Northweatem Rossia (Lithuania md White Rush) ..... 
8outhwef5t0m Bosate ...................................... 

:. -them (new) Bnseia,, . ,. , -, .- . . , . - . ., - . . - - - , - . . , - 
-; pdand ..................................................... 1, 32l, 100 1,106,44 
t 

............................................... Tatel, 

Per cent 
of total 
Jewlah 

po a t i o n  
Pm,. 

rWlIB8 m exte0giva bveetigation into the economic condition of the Rnaaian Jews w under- f -by agents d the locfety. A. a - of these tnvestig~~tlona two voImne8 rus pnblishsd h 
2 the wring of 100ti, emtitled '' 8bornfk Materialov ob RmnomaCn'eekom Polozheali Evreev v Rossii " 

(Odlsction d matarid b regard to t h a  economic condition of the Jews in Rnesia). These vdumee 
. QOntlin a wealth of NtbtimJ information ahiah h.8 been M y  used in thia atudy. In M the 

& ~ t l e t k d  data bsve bem taken from these volumes nnleas otherwh credited. 
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In the following table is given the percentage whichJthe urban Je~~8-j: 
form of the total numbers of Jews in each region embraced-$thin : , A -  , . 
the Pale as show. by the census of 1897. .The Sgures relate only toz:$ 
those cities that are incorporated : - . - c  . .._- - 

L . r 
JEWI8H POPULATION O F  INCORPORATFD CITlES COMPARED WI*H TOTAL JEWIBB 

POPULATION I N  THE PALE, BY BEGIONB, 1897. 

[compiled from Premier Reoenaement GBndral de la Population de 1'Empire de ~ & i e ,  1W.J . 
, 

Jewish popurstion in hl- 
corporatedcltiea. . 

Region. Total Jembh 
- 

P O P ~ ~ ~ -  

- 
Lithuania , . , . , , . , . , , . . . . . . . , . . . . , . - , - , , - -, . . . . - . . , - - - - -, - - . 
White Russia , , . , , -, , . - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - . . - . - - - - 
Southweshm Rnssia- . . -. . . -. - . ,- -. -. . . -. - - - - -. - - .- - . 
Southern (new) Rnash , - , , - - - - - , . -, - - - - , , - - . - - - . - - - - - - - - - - 730,278 
Poland . . , . - . . , , . , . - . . . - . - - . . . .- - . - . - . . - . - - - . - - . . - - - . - - . . - - 1,321,100 

Total :. - . . - , - - - - - . . . - - . . - - . . . - - . - - , - - . . - - - - - - . - - - . - - 
---------- 

; , . 'J' \-' 2: -* 

It is almost certain that the data obtained in the private invaStig$$ -; 
tion are far from complete, and that the proportion of Jemi I &  :#k&i&tL _ . .,. . 

outside of the urban communities is considerably smaller tha~--&G&',--: . --. 

fifth. It is characteristic that the percentage of Jews living . 

districts is highest in- the west and in the southwest,  he& &wil l  - 
'3 be shown, the Jews have attained considerable success in sgridtwd 

pursuits and where their general economic position is better. Of $ 
those Jews who have taken advantage of the right to migrate from 
their old homes in Poland and in Lithuania to the new region, a large 
proportion has ev:dently preferred the country to the city. This is 
significant as additional evidence of the fact (if additional evidence 
were necessary) that the remarkable concentration of Jew8 in the 
city is not a result of economic choice, or even mnomic necessity, -: 
but of enforced legislative limitations. 

As was stated before, the Jews were a commercial and ind&al :: ,: 

race before they arrived in Poland, and therefore a strong element . 

in urban population; but perhaps nowhere else have $hey become . - 

such a large part of the ixrban population as in western Russia. - 



ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE JEWS IN RUSSIA. 495 

The difference between these data and those of the offcia1 census 
is explained by the development of large cities both in Poland 
(Warsaw, Lodz, etc.) and in the south (Odessa and others). The 
Jewish "miestechko," with its economic stagnation and almost total 

. absence of industry, is characteristic of the northwestern provinces. 
These little towns supply a large number of the Jewish emigrants to 
the United States. 

The greatest congestion is found in the six northwestern provinces, 
- 

where the Jews constitute almost three-fifths of the population of 
the cities. .In Poland the recent development of textile industries 
has attracted to the cities a considerable element of German and 

i =.- - Polish workingmen,. while the mechanical, iron, and mining indus- .- 
I, kiss of the south have drawn upon the surrounding Russian peas- 

+try. The congestion of Jews in the cities of Lithuania has been 
most acutely felt, especially since the May laws of 1882 and the 
stringent regulations of 1891, and it is, therefore, no coincidence that 
the region which shows the greatest percentage of Jews in cities also 
gives -the greatest number of emigrants. Scarcely a Jewish family 
can be found in Lithuania that has not some members in the New 
World. 

It n&.~~t be remembered that the cens& data refer to the beginning 
of 1897,i. e., ten yearsago. Thewell-knownfecundity of the Jewish 
race on the one hand and the vast migratory element on the other 

. must have introduhd many important changes in the statistics of 
3ewiqh population, which can not be ascertained with any degree of 

- - 

accuracy. The census of 1897 was the first actual enumeration of 
populaGon ever undertaken by the Russian Government, and it is 
therefore impossible to determine even the rate of increase. An 

' o5cid determination of the Jewish population was, however, made 
1 for poland in 1890 and for the remaining fifteen provinces of the 
TC 

. Pde hi 1881, which gives some basis for comp&son of the Jewish 
g. -. ......... ..;>+$:?I+ . population at the& dates with that of 1897, and upon which the 1. -approximate rate of increase may be computed. 
% JEWIBH POPULATION'IN THE PALE I N  1881 AND 1897, WITH NUMBER AND PER CENT 
P O F  INCREABE, BY REGIONS. 

': -m tlgama f o r  lS81 and thm for Polaqd. in 1890 are taken from o W i  publications' of the Rneaian 
m a t r y  of the intenor.] 

- .  

..................... .. 
.,.. ................... 

....................... 
..... ........................ .......... Total i A .............................................. 

. . 

. . - 
b I n c ~ 8 8  in 7 years. 

16251-0-7 

Increase in 16 years. I 

2,912,-16S 3,578,327 666,162 22.9 
. . . . . . .  a1,134,rs1 I ,  blaa,m 1 b16.s 

1881. 
- 

1,243,007 1,215,393 
4!53,76!i --- 

1897. 

1,m,ia 
1 , 1 6 1 8  

- 730,218 
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An increase af 22.9 per cent during sixteen yeam -eqw& about: 1.4 ' 
per cent per year, a very moderste increase indeed. In Pd.nd & 
increase (during seven years) in absolute figures-was greater thm in. $ 

f northwestern Rumis during s period more ahm twice ss long, the' 
average annuel increase being about 2.4 per cent- The ~rverqp 'g 

;f 
annual increase in northwestern Russia wes less than 1 per cent. - - 3. 

This remarkable difference is undoubtedly due to emigra8&n, n& -3, 
d y  ta foreign lands, but also to the southern provinces, since the 
growth of the number of Jews in the south by 60.9 per cent in 5 
sixteen years would have been impassible without comiderablg immi- : 
gration from the northwestern region. There is some migration ! 
from Lithuania into the industrial region of P O W ,  notably the 
textile district of Lodz, but it is not very large, and &eree ia prob- 1 
ably a correspondingly large emigration of Pdish Jews to the United I- 

, >  

States. The rate of increase shown by the Jews in Poland may, 
therefore, be considered fairly normal. The natural annual increase Ls 

of the Jewish population in Russia would seem to amount to at Ieast. . . ' 
100,000 or 110,OOQ persons, and in the ten years which have. p&-' . I _ L  . 

&ce the census of 1897 to a Lttk over 1,000,000, but +dgr$fi&:. ' 
must have considerably reduced this increase. The nuqhr ' oi , , 
RussbnJewish emigrants to the. United States done m o ~ t ~ e d ' ' t o  - ' 
many hundreds of thouknds, and there was s coGderable emigra- I 
tion of Russian Jews to Great Britain, while slighter c ~ l ~ e n t s  &- -. 

ried them to many other -countries of the civilized world. At present 
the emigration to the United States alone is s s c i e n t  to offset 
tihe entire natural increase, the total emigration possibly causing a I. 

I reduction of the Jewish population in Russia, not only in rdative - 
but in absolute figures. The last two years, however, were abnor- , 

1 1 ma1 in s great many ways and can not be eonsidered s fair measura 

I of the normal RussianJewish emigration. During the years 1898 
to 1902 the emigration was considerably smaller, and it may safely 

I I be assumed that the total Jewish population in Russia- -at p m n t  
1 I - is about 5,500,000. 

. X ;  
~3 
8 

.! :::. '. . , c ,  

- I No less significant is the tendency of the Jewish population toward 
wider distribution. I t  has been shown above that the increase in 

1 i .  southern (miw) Russia was considerably great& than & the rest of ' 

4 
t the Pale. The comparison with the increase of the non-Jewish 
i population emphasizes this point. 
! 

P E R  CENT OF ENCREASE O F  NONJEWISH AND JEWIBH POPULATION IN 15 PROV- 
INCES OF THE PALE, 1881 TO 1897. - .. 

aegian. 

Nart;hwesbrn Russia-. . -. . ,_, . ,. .,,,,. ., . . . ,, , - ,-,- - ,. , . ., .- .,.,,,. ,,,,,.. , 

butharestera Russia- -. -, , - . . . , . ,. , , ,, ,, , , ,, . - -, , , -. -,, ,, . ,, , ,- ,. ,,,,,,,, , 
Southern (new) Russia., . , . -, , , , , , , , , , . , ,. . , . , , , , . , . , . , . , , , . , , , , . , . . . , :. .-. 

Total - . , . , . . . . . , . . . , , , - . - . . . , . . , - , . , - - . - - . , . . , , , , . . . . . , , , . . , , . . , . , . , . . 
. .- 
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the Provinces of the Pale 
middle, and eastern Provinces, 

Lu c\* -&in Provinces the Jewish population increased 7.5 per 
. - nt  ; m k0ur middle Provinces the Jewish populat.ion increased 20.3 
becent  ; .in. six eastern Provinces the Jewish populatioil increased 
46.8 per cent. 

Notwithstanding the legal difficulties, the eastward pressure of 
the Jewish population is clearly felt within the -limits rigidly pre- 
scribed by the Government. This in itself suffices to explain why 
of all the special legislation affecting the Jew that which limited his 

F-  right of domicile caused bitter complaints even many years before 
g 
9 t h  p b t  mute struggle for the emancipation of the Jew began. - 
ti. If it be remembered that 125,000 Jews found the means to emi- 
P p t q  to the United States within one year-though the voyage 

req&- considerable capital-it will be understood that upon the 
destruction of legal barriers there mould follow a considerabie 
migration to the interior of Russia, where the prizes offered to 
business enterprise or skilled trades are no smaller than in the 
United States. Still stronger is the tendency toward removal to 
the rural districts, as such movement means a closer proximity 
to the natural customer of 'the commercial and the industrial Jew. 

- Notwithstanding the strict supervision exercised by the authorities, 
the effortiof the Jew to enter the forbidden regions in circumvention 

i of existing legislation are frequent and persistent. 
At h t  glance there appears to be no valid reason why the simple 

fa-& of the ethnic and religious homogeneity of 40, 50, or even 60 per 
- &nt of the population of some cities of western Russia should be 
. colisidered a cause of economic distress. But when the involuntaqf 

. .  . . . .: . -. : . :.,.::::.:.::...:; .. : ..;,:. ~ . t u r e  of this concentrati0n.i~ understood the problem becomes much . . . . . . . . .. . ., . ., ..:.:. .:...'..:*.: .. .' . .. '. . .\ .... . . . .  d . . . .  . .. '.."..". 

The historical origin of the strict Jewish exclusion laws is to be 
found in the spirit of religious antagonism which was perfectly 
natural in the stage of culture that existed in Russia before the 4, 
nineteenth - century. On the other hand, the spirit of isolation 

%; which was strong in the Jew of Poland and Lithuania was no less an 
; obstaile to the diffusion of the Jewish population throughout Russia.. & 

9 I During - the h t  three-quarters of the -fieteenth century gradual 

t - efforts' were made on both sides to break down the wall between 
. a  I - 

. a See 8-k Msterialov ob Econmicheskom Polozhenii Evreev v Rwsii (Collec- 
& ' tion of kterial 'in regard to the economic condition of the Jews in Ruasia). VoL I, 

,,.- page xxxiv. 

... . 
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the Jews and the Russians. The Government x.r.ognized the -&dvi 
bili ty of utilizing the commercial talents, the industl;inl en 
the professional skill of the Jew, which were to so 
in the mass of the Russian people. Western culture gra 
its way into the Jewish communities and for a time the ideal 
Russifi~a~ion had most. ardent supporters in the Jewish young gen- 
eration. Since 1875 the conditions have considerably changed. The 
Jewish right of domicile throughout Russia has been subject to .fur- 
ther limitations, as already mentioned, and these are defended on 
entirely Gifferent grounds. The religious argument was laid aside 
and the economic argument emphasized instead. 'The argument is 
that the entire Jewish race is a race of traders, and therefore exploiters, 
and that the free admission of the Jews into the interior of Russia ' 
would be to the extreme disadvantage of the entire R 
It is argued that when inclosed within the narrow limi 
and enjoined from entering the villages 
Jew to the economic well-being.of the R 
reduced to a minimum. This line of argume 
even beyond the boundaries of Russia and b d  
some influence upon the public mind. This makes 
regard to the occupations of the Russian Jews importkt and doubly 
interesting. 

TOTAL JEWISH POPULATION AND NUMBER ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIOXS, ., 
BY OCCUPATIONS. 1897. 

[From the Premier Recensement GBnBral de la Population de 1'Empire de Rossie, 1897.1 

Class 
No. occupation. I- 

- 
........ Administiation, justice, and police .......... -Municipal and local civil semce.. 

..................... Private law practice,. 
Army and na ........................... 

....................... T Clergymen, ort odox .............. Clergymer?, other Christian.. 
Clergymen, non-Christian. ................. 
Persons serving a b u t  churches, etc. , . , . , . 

................... Teachers and educators. 
... .......... Science, literature, and art.. , 
............... Medical and sanita work.. ....... Service for chsritab7 organimtiona. 

........... Personal and domestic service., 
Living on incove from capital or sup 

....................... ported by relalves 
Suppqrted by the treaaury or by charitable 

mstltutlons. ............................. 
Prieoners and wnvicta.. ................... 
Agriculture.. ............................... 
Agriculture and mriculture.. .............. 

,Cattleraiai eta .......................... ........... F p 9 r - y  a3forest  industries.. 
F~.swg and hunting.. ..................... 
Mimg ..................................... 
Metal smelttng ............................. ........ Manufactures of animal products.. 
Manufactures of wood. .................... 
Textile industry.. .................. ... 
Manufactures of metal. .................... 
Pottery and ceramic industry.. ............ 

Persons engaged in gainful 
occupations. 

Male. I F-10. I TOW.. 

- 

~embera 
of their Total. - 
familk 
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L OCCUPATIONS, TOTAL JEWIBH POPULATION AXD NUMBER ENGAGED IN GAINFI. 
BY OCCUPATIONS, 1897-Concluded. 

1 Members 
of their 
familla. 

Clm 
No. 

. 29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
S 
36 
37 
38 

Y) 

Total.' 

For a concise and clear statement of the main facts of this table it 
has been thought desirable to prepare a table that will be, as far as ' possible, comparable with the occupation grouping of the United States 

.& 6 , . census. For this purpose it was necessary to -eliminate several classes 
9 : that are omitted in United States occupation statistics, namely, 

class 14, " living on income from capital, or supported by relatives; " 
f *  claps 15, "supported by the treasury or by private charitable institu- 

-tiom; " dass 16, (( prisoners and convicts; " class 64, " prostitutes; " 
and dass 65, (' occupations unknown." 

' - The one deviation from the United States system permitted is the 

............................. p~oyees, etc.) 2,588 474 3,062 
U Transportation by water,, ................ 2,020 30 2,050 
42 IWhad employees,. ...................... 1,807 49 1,sSS 

. 43 Cartxanddraylng ......-..............an- 38, o50 337 38,387 1 AlI o r meys  of %ommunication and 
tl-a~mpomtlon. , , , . . , , .. ,. - - - , , -. - - - ,. - - - 3,293 32 3,325 

............ . 45 Pest, telegraph, and tele hone 16 326 
...... 6 Institutions o!czw~+ dinauranos..  .................. 47 Commercial mddlemen., 15,423 99 15,975 

'jrn 

43 General oommem .......................... 80,637 15,578 96,215 .............................. 8 ICattlptrading 15,745 172 15,917 
b0 Tradrng ingrain,, ......................... 46,183 2,180 48,963 
61 Trading in all other agricultural pmduets.. 115,343 29,716 145,W , S2 . Trading u tq~~tu ra l  mabrial and ip fuel., 27,051 662 27,713 
53 Tradmg u! vsnous goode for domestw use.. 4,810 1,043 5,853 
54 

' 

Trading in metal goode, machinery, and 
................................... arme.. 6,!298 551 6,849 

. 65 Trading in textilea and clothing.. ..... .... 38,470 5,713 44,183 
............... 56 Trading in furs, leather, etc. 11,774 777 12,551 

57 Trading in articles of luxury, science, arts, 
....................................... etc. 2,776 28!l 

.................. &$ Wing in other goods,,. 6,953 
89 Peddlers and hucksters.. , . , . , ,, . . , . ,. - . . - . 14,812 

619 - 19,870 tg 
60 Hotelmdreataurantkespers ............ .. 8,534 10,504 
61 Deakrs ixi spirituous liquors. ............ .. 10,fHE 1,331 12,136 

.................. Q C l s a n l ~ s s  and hygiene,. 5,489 3, 8,997 
63 . hdeiinite aocupatlone, .................... 12,276 16,706 

................................. 64 Pmstitutee 
65 . Occupations anPllown., ................... 7,434 7,943 15,427 -- 

............................... ; Total.. 1,201,937 325,370 1,530,307 
I 

Occupation. 

Chemi* ind~sfry .......................... 
Prodwtlon of spirituous liquors., ......... 
Production of other beverages. ............ 
Production of foods, animal and vegetable., 
Tobacco, and tobacco manufactums.. , , , , . 
Printing and paper industries.. ............ 
Gclentillc instruments, watches, and toys,. 
Jewelry, p a i n t 9  article8 of luxury, etc ... 
Idanufactum of c othmg .................... 
Building industry, ......................... 

....... Carriage and wooden ship -king.. 
All other pereons employed in manufactur- 

ing induatry (manufacturers, clerical em- 

between those occupied in commefce and those in trans- 

;. "<. 

; & * - - -  

P.ereona engaged in gainful 
oocupat ions. 

Total. 

6,980 
4,083 
2,494 

46,156 
7,856 

15,769 
7,216 
8,511 

254,384 
39,019 

250 

Male. I Female. 

5,137 
3,972 
2,239 

38,713 
4,432 

13,487 
7,143 
6,349 

#n,714 
38,847 

24s 

1,843 
116 
235 

7,443 
3,424 
2,222 

73 . 162 
51,670 

172 
5 
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With these modifications the distribution of the ~ussian-Jews into ii 
k. 

the main occupation groups is as follows: 8 Q 
1 

NUMBER AND PER CENT O F  J E W S  I N  THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE ENGAGED I N  EACH 
GROUP O F  GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, BY SEX, 1897. 

[Compiled from Premier Recensement G6neral de la Population de lPEmpire de Russie, 1887.1 1 
Nos. I Group of occupations. I files. 

17-21 Agriculturdpursuits .................... 36,143 
1-3,S-11 Professional service. ..................... 66,944 

Personal serPice(a). ...................... 152,W 
22-40 Manufacturing and mechanical pnrsui t s . 458,810 
41-45 Transportation .......................... 4 5 , ~  

.................. 6% Commercial pursuits(a) 388,874 

............................... Total 1,148,701 
- 

Per 
cent. 

-. 

a In order to make 6 g u ~ a  comparable d t h  figures in the United S t a t e  census, hot& xe&aumnt, : 
and saloon keepers are included in personal servim. I 

- In view of the theory generally accepted both in kussia and in the . 
United States that the European Jew is in the majority of im& a 
merchant and only in America is transformed into s productive 
worker, it is important to emphasize the fact that of those who we& 
employed in 1897 only one-third of the males and less than on& ' 

fourth of the females were occupied in commercial underfagings, or 1 I 

only 31.6 per cent of all the Jews employed, while the manufac* 
and mechanical pursuits claimed almost two-fifths of those engaged 
in gainful occupations. 

The small nurnbei of Jews engaged in agriculture is clearly brought 
out in the table. The economic function of the Jewish population of 
Russia may be further elucidated by a comparison of the occupation 
statistics of the Jews with those of the non-Jewish population of 
Russia. 
NUMBEX AND PER CENT OF JEWS AND O F  OTHER PERSONS I N  THE RUSSIANEMPIBE 

ENGAGED I N  EACH GROUP O F  a-4INFUL OCCUPATIONS, W. 
. . .  [Compyed from Premier Recensement G Wral  de is Population de lsEmpire de ~ossk 1897.1 .. . .. . 

Group of occupations. Jews. 

........................................ AgriculFural pur$ts.. 18,204, tZ6 
' 

60.5 
. Profess~onsl service.. .......................................... 916,B 3.0 

Personal semim(a), ........................................... 4,872,546 16.2 
..................... Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits.. 4,627,356 15.4 

- Transportation-. ........................................ . 668,801 2.2 
Commerce (a) .................................................. 804,137 2.7 

Total.. ............... :. . ... ............................. 30,W4, ,379 1 1W.O 

a In order to make figures comparable with figurns in the United States census, hotel, msttsar@n% - 
and doon keepers are included in personal aemee. 

* 

According to this table, 60.5 per cent of the non-Jewish population 
in gainful occupations in Russia were engaged in agricuIture, while cif -: - - - . 

he Jews 2.9 per cent were so employed.. Of persons other then Jew& ; : 2 
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1 only 2.7 per cent were engaged in commerce, while 3 1.6 per cent of 
the Jews were so engaged. The proportion of Jews in manufacturing 
and mechanical pursuits was nearly two and a half times as great as 
that of persons other than Jews employed in those pursuits. Although 
the Jews constitute only a little over 4 per cent of the entire Russian 
population, the number of Jmvs employed in manufacturing and 
mechanical pursuits is 10.5 per cent of the total population so 
engaged and the Jews engaged in commerce represent 36 per cent of 
the whole commercial class. The table shows, however, that the 
entire commercial class in Russia constitutes only 4 per cent and 
the Jews engaged in commerce only 1.4 per cent of the total number 
of pebns in gainful occupations in Russia. 
. Since the Jews occupy but a small portion of the vast Empire, s 
comparison limited to that portion seems to promise more practical 

- results. 

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWS AND OF OTHER PERSONS IN THE PALE EXGAGED f IN EACH GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS, 1897. 

f. [Compiled from Premier Recensement General de la Population de 19Empire de Russie, 1S97.1 

Group of occupations. I 

Agricultural punfuits.. ................... 
Professional aervke.. .................... 

....................... 
mechanical pursuits,. 
* - - * - - -. - - - * - -. . - - . - -. 

............................. 

Persons 
other than 

Jews. 
Per 
cent. 

I a h  order to mske figures comparable with in the United States census, hotel, restaurant, 
and aaloon keepera are Included in personal semce; hence the totals f or_commcrce in this table do not 

. agree with those given in the tablea on pages 554 and 556. 

I With a commercial class that amounts to only 5.1 per cent of the 
working population of the Pale, the claim of the overcrowding of 

1 .  that class would hardly seem justified, and the Jews inhabiting-the 
-.\. , :, ; large cities naturally fill this class. Within the Pale .the Jews 

i employed in commerce constitute more than four-fifths of all persons 
so employed, and in the industrial class (manufacturing and mechan- 

k 

2 icsl pursuits) more than one-third. 
In reality the contrast between the number of Jews employed in 

the various groups of occupations and the number of persons other 
than Jews employed in the same groups is still stlronger than these 
tables indicate, because of the peculiarities of the Russian occupa- p 
tion statistics. In the class of persons employed all persons' actually ' working are not reported, but only the "self-dependent" ones. 8 Thus, of a large agricultural family, containing Irom three to six 
adult workers, only one person-the head of the family-is reported 
as " employed in family," while in the United States census all persons 

2 9 
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occupied in farm work would be so reported. If the children and 
dependents are added, the agricultural class swells considerably, 
and the percentage of the commercial class is correspondingly reduced. 

An analysis of the statistics of the occupations of the Jews by 
separate regions shows that, while there is a general uniformity, 
there are characteristic differences in the distribution, especially 
in the comparative proportions of the industrial and commercial 
classes. In the northwest, namely, in Lithuania and in White 
Russia, the industrial occupations claim a much greater proportion 
of the employed than commerce (44.2 per cent against 23.8 per cent 
and 42.2 per cent against 27.4 per cent, respectively). This differ- 
ence is significant in view of the greater congestion of the Jews in 
the northwest and their lower economic condition, as will be indi- . 
cated in another section. I t  will be shown that in these Provinces 
there is a process of rapid shifting from the commercial pursuits to 
industrial work, and here also the labor movement is strongest. It 
is from these Provinces that until very recently emigration to the 
United States was strongest. ~ h k  following table shows the distribg- 
tion of Jews in the various occupation groups for each region of the 
Pale and for Russia outside of the Pale: 

NUMBER AND PER CEXT OF JEWS I N  EACH GROUP OF GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS I N  THE 
PALE, BY REGIONS, AXD Ih' RUSSIA OUTSIDE OF THE PALE, 1897. 

[Compiled from the separate reports on FWtvinces of Premier Recensement Mncral de la Population 
de ]'Empire de Bussie, 1897.1 

.I I Lithuania. I m i t e  Russia. 1 8 0 u ~ ~ ~ ~ r n / s o u ~ ~ ~ e w )  
Groups of gain£ ul occupa.t ions. -------- 

h'umber. 

Agricultural punpits ................. 8,279 
Professional service.. ................. 10,455 
Pemntrl service(a) ................... 38,819 
Manufacturing and mechnical pur- 
.. snits ..................... ,. ..... .,.. 

...................... Transportation.. 2 E 
Commerce(a) ....................... .. 48,608 

Total.. .......................... m, 5s 

Group of gainful occupations. 1 
/ Number. 

................. w c u l t n n l  pursuits q ~ 0 6  
Professional senwe.. ................. 13,430 ................... Personal eervice(a) 79,809 
Sfaoufacturing and mechanical pur- 

mit9 ................................ 123,7l8 ....................... Transportation. 9,934 ......................... Commerce(a) 

. Total.. .......................... 

Per 1 cenL ; Number. 

Per I xomber. cent ( 

-- 
Per Nnm- 
cent. ber. -- 

Per 
cent 

1.7 
5.6 

16.6 

36. s 
a1 

81.8 - 
ioo. o 

Number. I zzt. 

R W a  ant- Russian Em- 
ddeof Pale. . pire. I . I  I 

Per N u -  Per 
cent. 1 ber. 1 cent. 1 1 EEL 

.In order to make fi res cgmparable with figures in the United Btates cemw, hotel, d u r a t ,  
and saloon keepers oregcloded in personal service. 

bThis total does not agree with that shown in the tables on pages 6 S  and 656 for the -nn stated 
in note a. 

0 
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NUMBER OF JEWS ARRIVING Ih' TEE UKITHD STATES DURING .EACEI OF T ~ E  
Y E A R S  ENDING JUNE 30, 1901 TO 1906, I3Y OCCUPATIONS-Concluded. 

--- ---- --------- 

Occupation. 
-- -- 
Skilled trades--Concluded. 

S e r  . . - - - - - - -  - - .  . - 
Stonecutters. ....................................' 10 12 21 24 
T o r s  ..................................... - 5,981 6,110 9,233 16,426 
Tanners and curriers ............................. 341 270 497 347 
Tinners .---.-.--,.--.-.-.-.---------..--..------- - 427 517 727 882 
Tobawo manufwturers 297 232 6 532 1 .......................... 
Upholsterers .... .......................................................... 229 
Hatch and clock makers., ....................... 
\%'eavers and spinners and other textile workers,, 
Wheels-rights, ................................... 
Woodworkers,. ..................................'....... ................. 
Notspecified ...................................... I , = !  1,0531 1,280 857 

Totid.. ......................................... 18.352 17,841 ! 27,Oil 45,109 ' . - - . - - - - - -  
Miscellamus: - ;---.- 

I 
Agents ........................................... 1 8 j  4 1  6 

! 
26 

.......................................................... Bankers. 1 7 
Drayrnen, hackmen, etc 33 
Farmers ........ .. ........... 65 

Total. ............... 
No mupation- ...................................... 

Total Hebrew immigrants.. ................... 55,095 i 57, GfS 76,203 1 1 0 6 , ~ ~ ~  

It appears that 63.0 per cent of the Jewish immigrants during 
the period 1901 to 1906 who were fit to pursue a gainful occupation 
belong to the class of industrial workers, and undoubtedly a large 
proportion of the common laborers classified with personal service 
(according to the scheme followed by the Unitled States census) are 
in reality industrial workers. 

In the follo~ing table the occupations in the preceding table have 
been grouped in accordance with the scheme of the Twelfth Census 
of the United States: 

NUMBER AND PER CEXT OF JEWISH IYYIGRANTS TO THE UNITED BTATEB ENGAGED 
IN EACTI GROUP OF OCCZIPATIOSS FOR THE PERIOD NO1 TO 1905. 

[Compiled irom data pr&ented in Annual Reports of the Commissioner-General of Immigrption.1 
-- 

Gmup of occupations. I Number. I Percent. 

.......................................................... Agricdtural pursuits.. 1.3 
Professional servim.. 1.3 
Domestic and personal service. 25.2 
Trade and transportstion.. .................................................... 8.3 
Mnnufr\cturing and mechankal pursuits.. ...................................... 63.0 
M iscelluneous .................................................................. 1 2,870 , .9 

......................................................... 1 Total ..............I ~ , 5 i 3  I 1M.O - I 

The statement has often been made that in the United States the 
Russian Jew has for the first time learned manual labor. The sta- 
tistics of the occuprttions in Russia, as well as those of the United 
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2 &ii@:B$i~e+u of ~ d a t i o n ,  show that. such s statement is not . .f  -' 

, . '  Ori&$Phbd. ' While the point of religion has not been touched upon, 
-,---a *x .@~dy f the data pr-ented in the Twelfth ~ e &  of the United 

- ; Stst&.Sative to the occupation of the Russian ~ e w i  in New York 
City-show8 that skilled and unskilled labor predominate in the 

-, ~riSious meam employed by these Jews in order to earn a livelihood. 
A great dad of statistical information in regard to the Russian Jews 

j in New York City may- be obtained from the report on " Occupa- 
i tiom," since in that report the persons employed in gainful occup~- 
i .  

ty. As the natives of Finland, Russia, and 
ted S t a b  are separately reported, and as 

ther nstionalitiea from R w i a  has been very ss:,-all 
and since few Lithuanians and Germans who arrive 
a h  in New York City, the groups of persoas in New 

as natives of Russia may be taken as equiva- 

:*< - shows the per cent of all natio~alities and of 
e%&iaw -jn New York City engaged in each group of gainful occupa- 
a'tions in i900: -. 

,-.% - 
~ P E R ~ E N T - O F  ~LL'NAT~ONALITIE~ AND OF BUB~IANB IN NEW YORK CITY ENGAGED 
g -. IN EACH GROUP OF OCCUPATIONS, BY SEX, 1900. 

) @t@qi&d tmm data presented in Beport on Oocupations, Twelfth Census of the United States. 1W.I 
Y- - ,  
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The claim has also been made that the choice of -upsti&.&$ 
primarily a q u ~ t i o n  of national predilection, and from this .point ,. 
of view the tendency of the Russian Jew to go into , M e  h b  been.. 
usually judged. While it  has been shown above how 'eeat~Iy.~~l 
exaggerated this supposed tendency is, the data in mgard to \&he!, 
occupations of the Russian Jews in New York City seem to furnish' 
strong evidence that economic conditions, such o p p ~ r t u n i t i ~  
and local demand, have a much more decisive influence than mere f 
national predilection, and that even the latter may be nothing more 8 

- than the result of the accumulated effect of economic -&&ions, ,$ 

. such as have forced the Russian Jew intd commercial pursuits and ? 
i 

have often kept him there even after those pursuits have ceased to 
be profitable. Yet the rapid shifting of the Jew into mechsnical ', 

industry both in Russia and in this country indicates that the - 

influence of these historic conditions can not be as strong as & gen- . 
erally believed. 

'C  

Another noteworthy feature revealed by the United States o e d e  
is the characteristic dislike of the Russian Jew, and_stS more oE 

, r 

Jewess, to enter domestic service. While a great number of dom&& - 

servants register at  the immigration stations, most of them 
drift rapidly into other occupations, prefening the more onerous but 
more independent existence of an industrial workingman or w o r m -  
woman to that of a household servant. 

AGRICULTURE. 

i 
I AGRICULTURAL COLONXES. 

Numerically, the farmers do not represent a very considerable 
proportion of the Jewish race in Russia; but in view of the almost 
universal conviction that the Jewish character is incompatible with 
agricultural pursuits, it will be a revelation to many iLmericsnsHh 
learn that there are more than 40,000 Jews in R e +  who are ip 
dependently employed in farming and that more then ltiO,w 
persons are supported by them, so that altogether over 190,000 perm= 
of Jewish faith derive their subsistence from agricultural pumuib., :j' 

- This fact makes the data in regard to Jewish *@cultp &t:only.:i: 
interesting, but of pactic'al importan& to the people of &he ~ni ted"- ;  
States. The condition of the Jewish f armem in Russia has been the . 
subject of many thorough investigations, the most 
haustive being that made by the St. Petemburg co 
Jewish Colonization Society. The data for this invest* 
gathered by a house-to-house canvak a t  the end of the last 
and the results were published in 1904. This source will be m 
relied upon for statistical information as to @cultural con 
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5. - I ' When Russia, by the annexation of a portion of Poland, acquired 
- authority over a large Jewish population, the Jews represented the 

commercial and the- industrial classes of Poland. During the h t  
half of the nineteenth century the acknowledged eff~rt of the Russian 
Government was to break up Jewish exclusiveness and encourage the 
assimilation of the Jews with the Russian people. 

0 

A part of this policy was the effort to attract Jews to agricultural. 
pursuits, and to this end purchase and rental of land by Jews were ' \  

: encouraged by Alexander I and by Nicholas I. During the reign of 
i the former the law of December 9, 1804, was passed, a law which not i 

..only permitted the settlement and the buying of land by Jews in new .' 

.-. - . ;Ma, , -but  created a fund for the settlement of Jews in agricultural 
that sparsely settled part of the Empire. Special induce- 
were offered to Jewish colonist-s, as, for instance, freedom 

m military service for twenty-five and even fifty years. Several 
e established, and by 1810 about 1,700 Jewish families 

were settled on the lands of the Province of Kherson. 
In that year the transfer of Jews to new , Russia was discontinued 

of the exhaustion of the funds assigned. In 1823 a grant of 
rubles made possible the further settlement of about WO 

- Jewish families. - 

' - This concluded the experiments of colonizing new Russia. with 
Jews during the reign of Alexander I. During the reign of his suc- 
cessor, Nicholas I, similar efforti,' assisted by private benevolence, 
were directed toward voluntary settlement of Jews in country dis- 
tricts, and in the forties, in accordance with the provisions of the law 
of April 13 (25)) 1835, several colonies were established in the Bov- 
inces of Kherson and Yekaterinoslay. These efforts, at least as far , 

was concerned, .were discontinued in 1865. The 
of sending ~ewish would-be agriculturists to Siberia, 
dartaken in 1835, was abandoned in the following year. 

Russia the number of colonies grew from 15 in 1847 to 371 in 
of 1835 wasalso operative in the .~~*c.st,e?-n Provinces, 

tion of the soil and the life of ag; c 4  k-b a classes in 
re not such as to attract the Jews.. Ih Ivsq the settle- 
n Government lands in the western *v* was stopped, 
e colonizing of Jews on private \ 4 n h  btis prohibited. 
of the Government toward th * q-ion of coloniz- 
ttracting them to an agricuUu3.11*& has evidently 
reason usually given for thir w s  the small 

t success. When the radical n a t ~ ~ ~  &experiment is 
b. considered, it seems evident that the process --a\ - 4 t  prove imme- 
'::*diately ~ucc&ful.- The evidences of the dm- =-%age in agricul- 
f-tsal pursuits were many, and toward the --nb klf of the nine- 
'+*nth century a general decline of the prwbl OF the urban Jew, 
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caused by the Polish insurrection, created the proper 
Jewish land settlement, but unfortunately the attitude of fhe 'a 
ernment had changed. Finally, the May laws of 1882, while th 
did not affect the colonies as such, put an end to the appfiation 
Jewish private enterprise and capital land owne 
which had been making rapid stridea contempor 
independently of, the colonies. These laws prohibited the Jews from.' 
buying or renting lands outside of the limits of the cities and incorpor- 
ated towns (the so-called " miestechkos.") These temporary nil-) : 
which extended to the 15 Provincea of western Russia, exclusive of 
Poland, were never repealed, and in 1891 the Jews were prohibited- 
from buying or renting land from the peasants in poland. 

The size of the homestead is one of the main f ac 
situation of s fanner. The standard of agricultural technique pre- 
vsiling in Russia makes intensive agriculture almost an impossibility 
m d  demands a large farm. A hundred years ago agricultural . 

methods in Russia were still more primitive than they aie nb~i-~:;, 
and it was hardly to be expected *&at the Jew, as a be&nefL:&p 
agriculture, would immediately excel his Russian neighbor;&--{&: 
methods of tilling the soil. In the Province of Kherson, where iie* 
25 per cent of all the Jewish i'colonists" are located, and where on 
the whole they have been most successful, the 
were granted homesteads of 30 dessiatines (81.06 acres), but the ,, 
increase of population, division of households, etc., have consider- 1 
ably decreased the size of the land holdings of the farmers. In the 
western region the average size of a lot on which the Jewish colonist 
started his agricultural career was still smaller, usually about 20 
dessiatines (54.04 acres). . 

The following table shows the total number of Jewish colonies, the 
number of Jewish peasant families, and the .area of lanil .in -their. 
possession : 

BY THE COLONISTS, BY, flEGIONS;18BB , 3 

Region. 

--- 
Northwestern Provinces.. .................................. 
6outhwmtem Provhce8-- - - -. - - - -. . , - - - - - - - , -. - -. - - - - - - - - 
Sout!~em (new) Russia. ..................................... 
Poland,. ; ................................................... 

Total. ................................................. 

a Not reported. b ~ o t  including colonists in poland not raported. - . :. . - ~ - .~ . - '  '- . ? .A 

. . . -. . . . ' -. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  - .: *% . . . . . .  

In new Russia the average holding per household is 11.34 ., .. 7 -& '! 
. 1 .  

siatines (30.6 acres), while in the northwestern Provinces the ,.aj~&- .-. - . .- .. - 

age farm is but 8.95 dessiatines (24.2 acres), although the %qtiC%~ !::: ::_ 

r 4, * ..?. 
> ,  

.z 
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is much inferior to that of the black soil of new Russia. 
estern Provinces, & well as in Poland, the average size 

- of a farm is only 5.31 dessiatines (14.3 acres). The avera& farm of 
, therefore, contains no more than 8.66 dessiatiiles 

Of all the experiments to turn the Jew to an agricultural life the 
colonies establbhed in the Province of Kherson were placed under 

- the most favorable conditions and gave the best results. These 
~010nies deserve, therefore, detailed description. The colonies were 
started with an allotment from the Government of 30 dessiathes 

r each family, but under the influence of varying con- 
ality did not persist very long. There began in the 
the same *process of diff exentiation that is character- 

.$he entire Russian peasantry, so that only a portion of the 
Ids are provided with sufficient land to make a 

success of farming. This is clearly shown in the following 

k' MJMBER AND PER CENT OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS AND O F  ACRES OWNED, AKD 

. AVERAGE BIZE OF HOLDING, I N  THE COLONIES O F  KHERSON, BY GROUPS O F  
: ,  HOWGEHOLD8,1898. 

Households o w -  

- 

holds. I Acres ~ffned. Average I - holding 
Percent. ~umber.1 Per-. (acres). 

Hous 

Xumber. 

t;i No land., -; -, , . , . . , . . , , . . , . . . , . . , . . . , , . , . , . . . . , . . . . . 
. Ltm than13.5scsres ......................... ..,,,,.. 

i". Xd.Sf9R-serea ...................................... 
.: Z?tb-Mam3s ....................................... . 
;:. acres or over., , . , . - :- . , , . . , . , . . . . , . . . . - - - ;. - - - . 
-G.-' . - . .. 
i .  . % .  

I . TOW., . , , , . , , :, . , . , , , , , , , . . . , , . , . . , . , . . . . . . , . 

1:. f .Only onesixth of the households own at  present 54 mrks or more 

61 1 
433 
836 
723 
529 

3,187 

- per family, and this one-sixth owns 44.1 per cent of the entire land '2 

... . - . . >,. . of the colonies. Many of the farmers have extended their activity 
' by. renting, since 1,165 households mere found to rent additional 
' h d ,  the total area rented in 1898 amounting to 25,203t dessiatines 
-168,099.2 scres). On the other hand, 81 1 househo1d-s let out a part 
.or-the whole of their holdings, the total area let ou6 amounting to 

$but 7,5241 dessiatinea (20,331.2 acres). If the amount let out is 
aubtr-d from the amount rented there is shown a net increase 

$. in holdings due to rentals of 17,678f dessiat-ines (47,768.0 acres), or 
f an &&age for the 3,187 households of 5.5 dessiatines (14.9 acres). 



The following table shows the effect of the renting of -l&d kwn  - 

the averege size of the farming establishments: A - _  . t - . .  , : , 3  
-A . - . *= 

* . - -  

AVERAGE SIZE OF ALLOTMENTS OWNED. ~ V E R A O E  NET INOBE~BE D ~ J E  M! 
RENTALS. AND AVERAGE SIZE O F  TOTAL HOLDINGS I N  THE COLOF~~EB 691 
KHERSON. BY GROUPS O F  HOUSEHOLDS, 1898. . .& .- 
(The "average net increase due to rentals" i s  the excess of the amount of land xented over the amomt 

let out.] 

B ouseholds owning- 

No land-, ...................................................................... 
Less than 13.5 acres, ............................................... 10.2 
13.5tonwres ..................................................... 22.9 
n to 51 WW,. ..................................................... 4.3 
54acresorover .................................................... . 81.0 

%&T 
allotment 

owned 
(acres). 

Total. ...................................................... I N.~~F 
a Excess of land let out over land xented. 

- .  - .  

zty 
crease dae 
to mntah 
.(acres). 

Agricultural pursuits axe not congenial to all colhniets in the'.&ihe - 
*- i -s= degree. While there are undoubtedly many who prefer to - , cT,di=:, s: 

comparatively large holdings, which they are prohibited by bww& * g4 %-- . f -$ 
..- selling, there is a sufficient number of others who are anxi0d.b - _  &~lily -_ 

their labor to farming on rented land. . -+. 

Average 

::$$? 

If the condition of the surrounding Russian peasantry be taken as a 
basis of comparison, these Jewish peasants are fairly. well provided 
with working live stock, the average number of horses per familybeing 
2.28. Yet there are 1,018 households that do not porn& any harm 
at all, and 216 that possess only one horse each, so that only -1,953 or . 
61 .3 per cent of the Eouseholds own two horses or more. 

In the character of their agricultural methods, the kind of imple- 
ments they use, and the crops they grow, the Jewish peastints of these - 

colonies of the Province of Kherson differ little from their R S a n  
neighbors, from whom they received their first lessons in Bgiculture. 
Like the Russian peasants, the Jews plant more h n  .~&thifds'ds'of : . 

their land in cereals, the rest being left for grazing purposes; bit  grass 
sowing is almost unknown. The climate of Khemn.is wellfittedfor 
spring crops, and the colonists plant more than four-fifths of their cul- '- 

tivated land in spring wheat, barley, and other spring4cei&la; 'and - - 
practically all the rest in winter cereals. According to a, immp&im 
made in 1898 by the statistician of 'the Province of Ehemn, the Jew- 
ish colonists planted in cereals 98.3 per cent of their land tihdaculti- . - 
vation; the Russian peasants of the same- district, 96.4 cent;:-the -. + 

Bulgarian peasants, of whom a number live in the same Province3 .* 99.9 , -'.! . 3  

per cent, and the German colonists, 92.4 per cent. 
, , 

- . -  

From the implements these farmers use m 
tive methods of tilling the soil. Sixty-three per 
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did not own any implements for plowing tho ground and had to bore 

- - ~aw-them for temporary use. In  till the colonies of ICherson there 
@;mro'&an'd'6nly 632 plows, and 1,13? so-called " bukkers," peculiar. 
&&r!dg &laments of southern Russia wlliell scarcely do moro than 
a .  .:. -Almost 80 pcr ocnt of tho land under colbivntion had 
-':-'??bh -. - - ..---* a $b~%-d:3~5t!l Ghesc " bukkers," and only 20 per cent with regular 
;5Z%9cl . A: -&.- - pIiii&.:: 'T!ho oxtren~oly short time during which the harvest must 
; = > : . F Z ~ ~  - gatii$rqd in southcra ~ussii--rnaclc the introduction of hnrvesting 
. rnachinw ail a b o l u h  necessity. The thrhshing is -still done in the .-f' - 
*$ most primitive fadlion. ' The harvested grain is spread over a suitable 
: . . . .  +,piom Lf ground arld horsm harncascd to iron rollers aro driven over the 

stmw, Llto 11or.ars' I~oofs cooperating wit11 tho heavy metal rollers in  
;a, 

scparnting tho sccd from tho straw. 
The returns from agriculture can not be very great, when such 

methods are used. According to official statistics the average yield of 
cereals in the Province of Kherson in 1895 was as follo~vs: 

Bushels 
per acre, 

On .private estates ........................................................... 9: 9 
On lands of German coloniste ................................................ 9 . 1  

............ ...... ................................ On lands of Bulgminna.. ; ; 7.6; 
On lands of Jewish colonis te... .................................................. 7 . 5  
On lands of Ruasian peasanta ................................................ 6 . 8  

According to these figures the Jews show better results than the 
Russian peasants, whoso only occupation for many centuries was 
agriculture. 

Whatovor tho roturnd, it is  important to know that the majority 
of tho colonists make use only of their own labor in tilling their land, 
Very few colonists; mainly thoso whose possessions are considerably 
abovo tho avorago, omploy hirod labor all tho ycar round. ~hk 
nntnl~or of ~nclr lrousol~olcls is only 210, or 0.0 por mnt of tho lolnl, 

. \ ntrtl tho nvarngo :ottltr~l)or of labor or^ ot~r~l;,~acl"por tror~saholtl i.q 1.82. 
'l'lro ~rtl~\lIns of f1~tllilica tlrat aro forcod to hire mltli tional labor 
during tho soason of plowing, or moro especially, of harvesting and 
thrashing, is considerably greater, namely, 686, or 21.5 per cent; but. 
many families who also hire perm~nent laborers are here included. 
The total number of llouseholds employing hired labor, whether 

- - 

permanently or temporarily, is only 704, or 22.1 per cent of all house- 
holcls. 

I3van if tho rc~itnl valuo of l a ~ d  bo disrcgardcd, it can not bo claiolccl 
t l ~a t -  tho rewnrd of tho labor of practicnlly all tho mcmbors of tlro 
family is consitlornblo. By R careful cnlculntion, based qwrr tho 
averago yiold of the land and the price of cereals, the average anliunl 
income of s household has been estimated a t  139 rubles ($71.59) 
from grain farming, and with the addition of the products of live 
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. . .... ' ' - - . . . .: . . -  . .  . , , - 
stock (dairying and slaugllbring), if"200 rubles ($103). h.. 
cusing tll is c.s.ti~nntc . .. _ !in invcstigi~tor snya : (4) . 

Such A. hrchnir, ivould sca.rwlj- 
sin11 pe&~,t,. who 'noods about 35 rub 
baro srrlisistcncc?,. accardin - to - t.11~ in 
Itc~ssin~~.~~~trrt.lt,ic:i~wi, hlr. S 7 lc1lorl)ilr n. 
fanlily is c~icle~itly lrigllcr. Tllc. 2cwisll popul 
llns k6pt wrt1aill oirilizcd customs; wliich thop 
up; tlnrs they do ilot'spnrc cxpcnscs for.tenaIii~lg tllcir dli!timlr; 
am nccustoll~ed to bctkr food, and they dress bathr 01: ilolicla 
have considerable erpci~ses for religious 
lnont, ctc. Fro111 datn in rc arc1 to t 

L. : t.ur.zl Jomislr fnl~~ilics in tho I!&Vinco o 
IIOPIIIR.~ I)lldgc[C,1; of a J e ~ v i ~ h  Inmil is not 1 i Pcrso~ls well M: unintcd with t IC lifo 7 inatc the noma cxj=ntlitures of a family a t  the same figure. 
it~atter how a.pprommcltc 'our calculatioi~s, ono may nsscrt wi 
renso~lable degree of certainty that the income f roin agriculture 
4ot by far correspond to the needs of the population of the col 
and that subsidiary occupations tlleref ore are a ilecessi ty for 
pa.rt of the families. 

Facts seem to support this reasoning, for a considerable number 
the fanlilies in the colonies have been forced to look for a 
sources of income. Of the 3,187 families living in the Kl~e.mn . 

onies, only 1,563, or 49.0 y er cent, have no other occupation bu 
ture; 1,194 families, or 37.5 per cent, have an additional o 
and 430 families, or 13.5 per cent, have abandoned a g i  
hnve devoted thenlselves to other occupations. The p 
the lnttcr is not grcnt enough to support tho clailn tha 
colonists have proved uilwilling or unfit to bc land tillcrs. 
time, tlie possibilitlics of profitable employnlent n t  co 
Ilnndicx-afts for local demand, as well ns tllc dc~nand of t.110 srlrround- . 
ii~g rurtrl co1111)1111litic~, llavo bccll utilizccl by ~01110 of tll~n ( ~ o l o l ~ i ~ t ~ .  . .I 
'.I'Ito nl~lorlllt of nvniluI)Ia 1al)or in n C~lmily sccll~s to I ~ n v o  l)clrr~ tho iji,.:.:;:.,.,; 

docisiva fnct.or ill Lllc? con1 bilrntio~l of a.gl*icr~lLr~ro \ r . i l l~  otlrctl* J ) I I I * A ~ ~ ~  (8, 
i 

for of I l~c  Cn~llilics witllout ally adult workera only 21.8 pcr cent pur- ' 

suc a t  tllc sa.lnc time otller occupntioils than br1ning; of Cllc hinilica 
with one worker, 35.3 per cent, and of the f~milies with morc than one 
worker, 47.6 pc.r cent. With the groivth of populst.ion and the con- 
sequent reduction of the ava.ilable land supply per housellold, this 
tclldc~lcy . to purcluc. othcr occupations must inevitsbly grol-. A 
colaparn tivc st.aln~l~cllt is possible for ono county (uyezd) , tho ooullty 
of Elisabetgrad, wllere a similar invtsligalion was made some fiftcell 
gcnrs carlicr. Thc l~roportio~l of l~ouscholds cl~~ploycd a t  ngicul- 
ture alone dccreascd from 65.9 per cent to 47.9 pe.r cent, wldo tho 

- --- - 
a gee Sbomib Materialov nb Economiclleskom Polodlellii Evrccv v Itossii (Cdlec- 

tian of nlatcrial in regard to the econonlic condition of the Jews in Rueaia), Val- 1, 
I 

page 40. 
/- 
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proportion of those who combined agricultural work with other pur- 
suits increased from 24.8 per cent to 32.7 per cent, and the propor- 
tion of those who abandoned agriculture rose from 9.3 per cent to 
19.4 per cent. These changes took place during the comparatively 
short period of fifteen years, from 1883-1885 to 1898-99. During 

t the same period the population of the thee  colonies located in this 
- " uyezd " increased more than 50 per cent, and the average supply of 
land per person decreased from 17.5 to 10.1 dessiatines (from 47.3 to 
27.3 times). In the neighboring Province of Yeksterinoslav seven- I 

i teen colonies were established within the decade 1845-1855 tind 
- under mnditions very similar to those in Kherson. The allotment 

I of land wse the same-i. e., 30 deasiatines (8 1.1 acres), except for two 
- q~I~aieS, where it was 35 dessiatines (94.6 acres) and 40 deasiatines 
' (t08:l ames) , respectively. The average amount of land per family in 
189$ WM 12.5 dessiatines (33.8 acres), or ebout the same as in the 
Province of Kherson. In addition -to the 17,650 dessiathes (47,690 
acres) owned, 7,814 dessiatines (21,113 acres) were rented. A de- 
tailed investigation was made of these co1onie;j in 1890, when their 
condit'ion was described as fairly satisfactory. At that time 749 
households were found, of which 524, or 70 per cent, tilled their land 
by their o m  labor; 93, or 12.4 per cent, made use of hired labor in 
addition to their own; 77, or 10.3 per cent, relied upon hired labor 

. exc1usively, and only 55 families, or 7.3 per cent, did not occupy 
themselves Kith agriculture a t  all. Like the colonists of Khemn, 
those of Yehterinoslav grow cereals, preferably wheat, rye, and 
barley, to the exclusion of everything else. 

In the realization of its object of attracting the Jews toward agri- 
culture the Government pursued two lines of activity. The one 
consisted in eettling the. Jews in the sparsely populated lands of 
New Russia, the other in encouraging voluntary settlement of Jews 
qn State or on private Ian&. In the latter case the land was either 
bought or rented. Although the Jewish colonies were entitled to a 
m&idy st the time of settling in their new homes, the land was 
llirually so poor and the success of tho Jewish farmem often so indif- 
feirent thst m y  of the colonists were forced to leave their colonies 
md return to the toims. Nevertheless, the investigation under- 

5 bken by the agents of the Jewish Colonization Society in 1899 
4 proved the existence of 248 Jewish agricultural settlements, con- 
); - a populafion of 4,958 families, or 30,659 persons. But the 
& ~ n d  at the disposal of these families is limited to 36,265 dessis- 
i (97,988 acres), which gives an average of 7.3 dessiatines (19.7 
= mre~) per family, or 1.2 dessiatines (3.2 acres) per person. 'HOW 
1- . 
f-cient this area is for grain farming may be judged from the 
<f@ thst the Bverage plot owned by the Jewish colonist is consid- 

smaller than the corresponding plot of his peasant neighbor. 
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Thus, in the six northwestern Provinces the average amount of - 
land per each male person of the peasant class wes 2.25 des s i a th  
(6.1 acres), while for the Jewish colonists the average was only 1.5 
dessiatines (4.1 acres). In the four southwestern Provinces of Val- 
hynia, Kiev, Podolia, and Chernigov the comparative areas were 1.75 
and 0.7 dessiatines (4.7 and 1.9 acres). This insufliciency of land 
was mainly due to the activity of various commissions which 
redistributed the State lands in use by the peasants in the middle 
of the seventies, and reduced the allotments of the Jewish farmers 
on the plea that the land was not tilled by the labor of the colonists 
themselves. More than 33,000 dessiatines (89,166 acres) were taken 
from the Jewish colonists, and their land holdings reduced by more 
than 50 per cent. The prohibition against Jews buying land in the \:I nine western Provinces, which dates back. to 1864, and the laws of 
1882, which prohibit the renting of land by Jews, prevented any - 
compensation for this loss by purchase or bf rental. i -:.- Under these conditions successful agriculture was hardly to be 3 

k 
expected. Only a very small proportion of the farmers is p~ovided 

'th a su5cient area of land, 42.1 per cent of the colonists having 1- <' i, 
than 2.5 dessiatines (6.8 acres), 39.9 per cent from 2.5 to 10 dessiatines 

' 

(6.8 to 27 acres), and only 18 per cent more than 10 dessiatines (27 
acres). Only a little more than one-half of the colonists actually . 
plow their own land, and the average surface cultivated by a family 
is equal to 4 dessiatines (10.8 acres) in the northwestern Provinces 
and only 2.5 dessiatines (6.8 acres) in the southwestern region. The 
methods and the implements, or rather their absence, are similar to 
those of the ignorant peasants of Lithuania or of White Russia, and 
practically all these "farmers" without land are forced to look to other 
fields for support. Thus only 13 per cent of the families devoted 
themselves entirely to agriculture. In addition to @culture the 
handicrafts, commerce, and unskilled labor were the principal occu- 
pations of the colonists. The statement that if the families with less - . I  

L'%..>. . 

than 2.5 dwiatines (6.8 acres) be excluded three-fourths of the 
remaining families plow the' land would seem to show that the L utmost use is made of the and. Although the maiq colonies of 
Jewish land tillers are loca in the Provinces of Kherson and - 

Yekaterinoslav, numerous colonies, as well as individual land tillm, 
are scattered throughout the Jewish Pale, and even in Siberia may be 
found several villages inhabit& by Jewish peasants. A few words 
may be added to show the condition of these peasants. 

t In Bessarabia nine colonies were established between 1836 and 1853, 

! five of them on bought lands and four on lands acquired by rentals that 
I run from twenty-five to fifty years. At the expiretion of the wn- 
I 

, tracts it was impossible to renew them in three out of these four 
- colonies, and only six colonies exist st the present time. In many - 
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details these Bessarabian colonies differ from those already described. 
The enforced removal of Jews from villages has crowded into the colonies 
many families in no way connected with agricultural pursuits, and 
this has given to the colonies the appearance of commercial towns. 
Out of 1,500 families only 536 own land, and their average land hold- 
ings are but 5.48 dessiatines (14.8 acres), which is a great deal less 
than the average holdings in Kherson and also less than the average 
holdings of the peasants of this Province, 8.2 dessiatines (22.2 acres). 
On this land grain farming plays a small part, only 67 per cent of the 
land being under grain, the main cereal being maize. The colonies 
have a comparatively large grazing area, and several colonies keep 
'large flocks of sheep for commercial purposes. Another distinctive 

' f&ture of these colonies is a considerable development of various 
kin& of special crops, such as fruit, tobaho, and grapes. Not only 
in&e iolonies, but also in the Russian villages of the Province, do 
J&s occupy themselves with tobacco culture; in fact, almost all the 
tobacco growing in Bessarabia is done by Jews. The competition of 
the wo~ld's crop i8 gradually reducing the profits of this crop and is 
force the planters not provided with sufficient land for grain farm- 
ing into viticulture. The results of this highly intensive crop are not 
very favorable, because of the primitive wine-making methods in use. 

- . In Poland Jewish agribulture was encouraged mainly by granb of 
long periods of freedom from military service, and since that service 
before the introduction of the new military system lasted about 
twenty-five years $he inducement was not inconsiderable. Though this 
privilege wss withdrawn in 1864 many cases of settlement of Jews on 
farms occurred after that date, especially since the right of the Jew to 
&quire land remained unassailed in Poland longer than anywhere else 
'in the Empire. Altogether 2,509 families of Jewish agriculturists, 
living either on se-te farms or in small colonies, were found in 
Pdand who held about 15,000 dessiatines (40,503 acres), or about 6 

4 
dassiatines (16 acres) per family. 

+ The results of these experiments furnish sufficient material for a 
: judgment of the social worth of these efforts. In so far as the simple 
f question of the fitness of the Russian Jew for ah agricultural career is 
: ~oAcerned it seeins to have been proved beyond doubt. Within a 

period of less than fifty years thousands of families have established 
: themselva in rural communities, and tilling the land has been usually 

their main and often their only occupation. If their economic posi- 
tion is nsually precarious, the same is true of the Russian peasant in 
general. The Jewish peasant suffers from the same cause as his 
neighbor--namely, an insufficiency of land-but suffers to a still 
greater d e p .  Both till their land with antiquated methods and 
befficient implements. Both apply methods of extensive agriculture 

'. to a pIot of land which, in view of its small dimensions, demands a 
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highly intensive cultivation. It is small wonder that in either case 
grain farming should lead to economic distress. In addition to these 
obstacles the Jew has to contend with a great many difticulties of 
legal nature, yet it is universally acknowledged that the physical 
effects of the fifty years of farining have had an excellent influence 
on the health and muscular development of the colonists. The Jew 
of Bessarabirr, for instance, has none of the physical characteristics 
that are supposed to be so typical of the Lithuanian Jew. Had the 
first benevolent efforts of the Government toward the introduction of 
agriculture among the Jews been continued, agriculture might have 
become an important occupation of the Jews, especially in view of 
the many idealistic movements to return to the land which have 
sprung up several times during the last 30 years, and caused the 
organization of agricultural colonies of Russian Jewsin many parts 
of the world. # 

TRUCK FARMING. 

It is still the custom in Russia to think of grain farminganly when 
speaking of farming, because of the very slight development of other 
specialized forms of farming, or to use the inaccurate Russian expres- 
sion, the cultivation of commercial crops. Theref ore the compsra- 
tive popularity of these special branches of agriculture among Jews, 
which the official occupation statistics fail to indicate, is the more 
'ignificant . 

Through a private enumeration, which is far from being complete, 
the following figures were obtained : 

JEWS EMPLOYED IN SPECIAL BRANCHES OF AGRICUL 
O F  FARMING, 1898. 

- 
'URE, BY REGIONS AND K1N.D 

Kind of farming. 

........................... Fruit growing- 
T o b m o  culture.. ........................ 
viticulture - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - . - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - 
Other special farming-. .................. 

Total. ........................ .. 
Ddry farming, ................. :. .-...... 
Apiculture. ............................... 

Total,, ............................. 
- 

In  view of the many difficulties of acquiring land, these specialized 
branches of farming that require only limited areas and a great outlay 
of labor are most suitable for the Jews. Altogether, the 13,867 
f a k e r s  had at their disposal only 19,475 dessiatines (52,621 acres), 

S O U ~ ~ C ~  South- 
(mw) western 

Russia. Provinces. 

622 1, C4t 

2,322 2,419 
495 
34 
.- 

2,851 

which gives an average of 1.4 dessiatines (3.8 acres) per f amer, snd the 
acquisition of even these small tracts of land was ex&dinglY difficult, 
as the May lams of 1882 prohibit the sale or lease of land outside of 
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city knits to Jews. As a result, 7,7 14 dessiatines (20,843 acres), or 
nedy  two-fifths of the entire land of these special farms, are within 
the city limits, and of the remaining 1 1,761 dessiatines (3 1,778 acres) 
only 1,336 dessiatines (3,610 acres) are the property of the farmers. 

- Some renting of land 6.0 Jews outside the city limits continues not- 
withstanding the strict laws prohibiting it, but the insecure position 
of the -tenant, who is at the mercy of the  andl lord and without the 
protection of the law, can not have a very st.irnulating effect upon 
Jewish agriculture: 

# 

INDEPENDENT FARMING. 

. Besides Jewish iabor, Jewish capital also has been applied to agri- 
a d  - zedturd ~terprkes .  Before the emancipation of the peasants there 
.' 1 ;-goarld-have . been no inducement for Jewish capital to enter the field 

. ,. of A 
landowning, because the possession of serfs was the exclusive 

privilege of the nobility, and outside of the serfs there existed no 
supply of labor to enable the proprietor to cultivate his land. No 
sooner had the emancipation of the serfs been realized than the Polish 
h m t i o n  caused the prohibition, in 1863, of land purchases by 

. Jews within nine Provinces of the west. Finally, the laws of 1882 
k 

practicallyatopped further purchases and greatly reduced the c.ases of 
renting of land to .Jews, since such tenancy, being unrecognized by 

- Law, became' a very risky enterprise for the Jewish tenarit. 
Nevertheless, considerable tracts of land are still owned or rented 

by Jews. The central statistical committee, the main official statis- 
: tical office of the Russian Government, recently skated the area of 

i' land in Jewish hands to be as follows: 
Acres. 

'Fifteen Provinces of the Pale. -;., ...................................... 3,409,916 
.: Ten P&b Provinces.. .... , ..... .. .. , ...................... , ...... 926,913 
7,- ; . . 

. . . *  . . ............................................... . . 
. . ,  . TOM in the Pale, 4,336,829 

-Allother European Rutwia .............................................. 2,014,735 
.? . - , --. . ..... ........................................................ ,-: . . . .  ihdcam. -. 13,705 

-. - - Siberia., .......... ,'- ...................... : ........................... 50,671 
:*a,< . 

2: - -  . -Middle Mi. , , ,, , ,, -.,. ,, , , , , , - ,, , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , . . , , . . , . , , . , , ; , , . , - - , - , - 
5. . '  ' . .- - 

6,744 
. . . . - .. 
I . . I .  - 

_ _ ' .  
, Total in the Empire.. ..... -. ..................................... 6,422,684 

: - - Althohgh this area is considerable, it is only s small part of the 
: - total area of the country. In the Pale, where Jewish occupancy of 
- estates is most common, it does not exceed 1.5 per cent; and only in 
-:- Poland, where the restrictions of Jewish land occupation are least 

- < 

I--',Makgent, v - does the proportion reach 2.5 per cent of the land area or 
:-;- +: more than 5 per cent of the land in private ownership, that is, the 
-.? - - . ~ ~ - l m d  not in the possession of the peasants. In Poland, of the land 
 pied . +  , - by the Jews, 86 per cent is owned and 14 per cent is leased; 
:;fiI $he remain@ Provinces of the Pale 32.5 per cent is owned and 67.5 
.- .I; . .?, 
r .a 
1 -. 
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per a h t  is le-ri. The difference i s  evidently to be explained by the 
differences of the legal conditions in the two regions, caused by the 
May laws of 1882. * Some twenty years ago the central statistical 
oommittee published the results .of s. similar investigation for twelve 
Provinces of the Pale. It is thus possible to make a .  comparison 
between Jewish land occupancy in 1881 (before the May laws) and 
in 1900, for these twelve Provinces of the Pale. The Provinces of 
Vilna, Minsk, Moheelev, and the ten Provinces of Poland are not 
included. - 

JEWISH LANDHOLDINGS I N  TWELVE PROVINCES O F  THE PALE, 1900 COMPARED 
WITH 1881, BY TENURE. 

Tenure of farms. I c s  in I I DeClWL!30. 1 1881. Acres. 1 Per cent. 

..... ................................... Owned . .  1,847,879 1,022,418 1 
................................................. 

44.7 
Rented. 785,523 1 4,614,851 85.5 

Total .............. - f f f f f f f f f f f f f f - f - f f f - . - - - - - - -  75.1 

The ~ewish Colonization Society made an independent'.hv&tiga- 
tion of these estates, which included 1,210,796 d ~ i a t i n e s  (3,271,571 
acres), or practically the entire area owned by Jews. The ' investiga- 
tion showed that practically all of the land is in the hands of 6wners of 
large estates, and only a small past (less than 1.5 per cent) belonged 
to those persomi owning a farm so small that-the proprietor probably 
gave to it his labor as well as his capital and management. - 

The following table shows the number and area, of farms owned by 
Jews in twelve Provinces of the Pale, by size of farms: 
NUMBER AND AREA O F  FARMS OWNED BY JEW8 I N  TWELVE PROVINCES OF THE 

PALE, BY SIZE OF FARMS, 1898. 
-. . . 

! Farms. 1 
Site of farms. 

i- 
I Ares 

j Number. 1 Per I (.em!* cent. - 
0 .  

Under 54 acres., .................................... i 2,091 45..6 46,m 
M toZIOaC W.......... ............................. I 821 18.2 118,183 
OverZ7Oacres.. .................................... 1 1,642 3 3,1m,562 

Total., ....................................... 
- 

The question of the fitness of the Rusbian Jew fa 

Average 
Per cent -dm of 
ofarea. farm 

(==I 
I 

r agricultural 
pursuits has often been discussed in connection with the problem of 
immigration and the congestion of Jewish immigrants in a, -few large 
cities of the ~ & t e d  States, and the importance of distributing the 
Jewish as well as the other immigrants over the rural districts . . . .  and of 
encouraging them to engage in agricultural pursuits has been e m p b  
sized, 

It can scarcely be expected that agricult?ire will Bbsorb a- large 
part of the inflowing stream of Russian Jewish immigration, but the 
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sptem in Russia is still in its infancy, and of the many thousmc 
of Jews in manufacturing and mech4cal pursuits (to 
the familiar phrase of the United States census) the pest majorit 
are artisans or handicraftsmen. 

Since the Russian census of 1897 does not draw this line, the mate 
rial gathered by the Jewish Colonization Society remains the &S 

and most up-to-date source of information-at least as f~ as th, 
statistical study of this problem is concerned. 

The agents and correspondents of this society registered 500,981 
artisrms, and, since the total number of Jews gainfully employed w& 
-found to be a little over 1,500,000, the artisans constituted at least 
one-tllird. As a matter of fact, however, it was practically impos- 
sible for a private statistical investligation to cover the entire Pale, 
and many artisans undoubtedly were omitted. I t  is stated that the 
500,986 artisans constituted 13.2 per cent of the Jewish population 
of the localities investigated, and as persons gainfully employed 
equaled 30 per cent of the Jewish population it follows-that the 4- 
sans included 44 per cent of the entire Jewish working population. 
I t  ig not necessary to lay b o  much emphasis upon Mis high per- 
centage, which considerably ex& &he percentage of all inddzial 
workers as obtained from the census, because the deduction that a 
very great proportion of the Jews earn their livelihood by m d  
labor is be,yond dispute. Undoubtedly this is a higher proportion 
of artisans than any other country shows. The Jewish artimm, 
however, supply the demand for industrial products not only of the 
Jewish population, but of the entire population of the Pale. 

Nevertheless, the extreme poverty of the 'Jewish artisans, which 
mill be illustrated by statistical data, and the large proportion of 
skilled laborers or artisans among the immigrants to this country 
betray the overcrowd'd condition of the trades within the Russian 
Pale. The condition of the clothing trade may be t8ken os an illus- 
tration. Very tittle factory-made clothing is used in Russia, and 
practically all the tailors in that country come under 'the clam of 
artisans, which class, i t  is necessary to point out, has a legal entity 
in Russia. The census Ggures show that in a population of 42,338,567 
within the Pale, 458,545 persons are occupied in the clothing trade, 
or 109 to each 10,00O, while in the rest of the Russian Empire there 
were 700,320 persons in the trade in a population of 83,301,454, or 
only 84 per 10,000. 

The overcrowding of the Pale with artisans, the kuflicient number 
of such workmen in the rest of Russia, the extreme poverty d the 
Jewish artisans caused by this overcrowding d the mask.$, imd, 
finally, the usefulness of the Jewish artisans and the deairabilify of 
their distribution influenced the Russian Government to re& the 
barriers of the Pale for some artisans. Throughout the first h d  of 
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the nineteenth century these were principallj- distillers of spirits, but 
in 1865 the right to live outside the Pale was extended to  all Jewish 
artisans. The report of the minister of internal affairs accom- 
pnying' the law of June * ;-states that according to 
the reports of the g o k l s  of the Pa.le the extreme 
poverty of the artisans within tho Pale is a result of the enforced 
overcrowding of that region wit11 artisans ; tha.t the overcrowding is 
caused by .the legal limitoations of 1 . 1 1 ~  Jew's right of domicile, and that 
not only the Jewish but non-Jewish artisans of the Pale suffer 
from this enforced overcrowding. The Jewish artisans, the minister 
a id ,  are forced to cut the prices for orders, and the resulting competi- 
tion affects all the artisans unfavorably. And yet the Jewish artisans 
wqm the most useful element among the Jews, and if it was found 

.:&&if,lh to gret the Jewish merchants the right to live in the interior 
of -Russia, the artisans, it was argued, surely were worthy of the same 
privilege.- . - -. 

The law of 1865 was the result of these arguments. The natural 
question will be askcd why the Jewish artisans have not overrun Russia, 
instead of flocking in such numbnrs to foreign lands, like the United 
States or the United Kingdom. The prospect af better earnings' in 
foreign lands may serve as a partial explanation; but no less impor- 
tant is the extreme complexity of thc law, and the subsequent amend- 
ments to it, which makes the legnl position of a Jewish artisan in the 
interior of Ryssia v e q  insecure. Thus a well-knon~n text-book of ' 

special- le&lstion relating to Jews devotes forty pages to commen- 
tde i  and decisions regarding the right of the Jewish artistins to live 
beyond the limits of the Pale. The Jewish artisan is obliged to 
obtain-from the artisans' guild a certificate of proficiency in the trade 

.'chS'aenf which certificate is granted only after an examination; he is 
&j'\yb b Q cc4;cr-o te from Uh. k a l  authorities, as to bi-word : : 

k,wpkrr. - C  r - ; r b "  k ;~  &--bearb L - G  hA 
mt&ly ,rELoLLleA k L&U+~*S-*L *bL U4C-V4(dk 

k...tr* , kk&,bA& G w  u*bk'y A - q H y  6-Lo f= A= 0% . _ 
C ~ ~ t  supervision over the fulg~nrent of r &se reyuuemenb is kept - - 

UP by the police, and the artisan is liable to 'summary expulsion from 
hia new place of residence for any infringement of these regulations. 
He is not permitted to deal in any products not made in his shop; so 
that s4watchmaker, for instance, can not sell any watches unless put 
together by him, and under no circumstances can he sell a watch 
chain or fob. Many artisans are forced to return to the Pale when too 
'old'to work at their trade, and the children when they reach maturity 
w ~qguired to leave for the Pale unless they have qualified for a - 

-$pde. *The total number of Jewish artisan shops in fifteen of the 
- - 
.m&t hbortant Provinces of the interior of Russia, according t,o an - - 
-- 

-+-.., - A 

3 .= 
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official investigation in 1893, was ascertained to be less than 2,000, an 
the total-number of Jewish artisans outside the Pale was estimated 8 

considerably less than 10,000. 
The distribution of the artisans through the four main divisions c 

the Pale, as well as the distribution according to the main classes c 
I occupations, are shown in the following table compiled from the repor 

of the Jewish Colonization Society : 

NUMBER A l i D  PER CENT O F  JEWIS11 -4RTISANS I N  EACH CLASSIFIED OC.CCPF. 
TlON IX THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS O F  THE PALE, 1898. 

p-- --- 

North- I South- south- 
Class of occupation. 

Russia. Russia. Russia. - - -- 
Chthing and wearing apparel, . . . . -, . - , . , , _ 
Leather goods. ._, -. . - - -. - - - - - - - - - -. - - - -  -,- 
Food products.. . . . ... . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . .. .... 
U'ood manufactures.. . . . . . ... .. . . . . - . . . .. . 
Metals .,...........----. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  16,667 
Chemicals- -.. ---.--. --.-----.---------..--. 1,535 1,198 
Building and ceramics, - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - . - - - . 
T-tllea- , . , , .- -. - . . - - ,. . - - -. - - - -. -. - - - -. - -. 
Paper and stationery,, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - . 

TOW ,----..---------.. - - - - - -  -.-- .--. . 
Per cent of artisans of Jewish population,. 

When this table is compared with the table m page 491; giV;ng t : - . I 
distribution of the Jewish population, the i h l ~ . v . ~ s h  a . f ~ . ~ . t  & notic.. 
that the larger the proportion of the Jewi63. b\evn.. 3 'w. h:b$dL 
population thelarger is the proportion of a&+ h k 
ulation. Thus, in north~estikn Russia, +b k~ wf ~ . c u *  
14.1 per cent of the total population, the P ~ O ~ O F L ~ O A ~  4~r51Sans am. 
the Jews is 12.6 per cent; in Poland the proportions are 14.1 per cc 
and 9.0 per cent; in southwestern, Russia, 9.7 per cent and 9.9 i 

cent; in southern (new) Russia, 9 per cent and 8.4 per cent. I 
only in Poland that this regularity of decrease is slightly disturb* 
which may be due to the fact that the legal rights or the Jews in Poll 
* 

- -- ----- s-iimited tnann in the rest of the Pde. As a rule, however 
l&e proportion of Jews are forced into tdes ,  because of the diflicu!; . 
of earning a living in other walks of life, while their dispersion amo:;- 
other natlionalities, especially those of a lower culture, stimulates the, 
to adopt a commercial career. The same difference may be noti*. 
in the United States, when the occupations of the Jews in New Yor'. 
City axe compared with the occupations of Jews in the southern cities 

The classification of the artisans into nine main groups shows ths& 
the great majority of the Jewish artisans supply the immediate wanC.~ 
of the neighborhood, producing goods mainly for immediate COTP- 

tion; thus, 38.7 per cent are occupied in the production of$o'tW 
and other wearing apparel and 17.0 per .cent in the manufacture of 
leather goods, i. e., boots and shoes, gloves, .and hames$: Zlikew-kt: 

# 
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the workers in the groups of food products, of wood manufactures, 
and even that of metal manufactures, produce for the immediate 
demands of the neighborhood, as do most of the artisans belonging to 
the group of building trades and the ceramic industry. 

Onthe other hand, the last three or four groups include many trades 
in which a wider market for the products is necessary, and in these 
the artisan's trade loses the character of a neighborhood industry. 
In the class of chemical industry are included such trades as the mak- 
ers of ink, shoe blacking, dyes, soap,candles, turpentine, and tar; the 
ceramic industry includes brick and tile makers; the textiles group 
consists of weavers, rope. makers, and brush makers; the last group 
embra& the printing trades and the stationery trades. 

> Zs- 
Most of the trades enumerated do not manufacture to order only- 

F - do. not employ the customer's material-and the artisan approaches 
more nearly the domestic industry, or even the small factory. 

It is unfortunately impossible to determine from the data in hand 
what proportion of the 500,000 registered artisans are working for 
w e .  The authors in the report from which most of the data have 
been obtained venture to take the proportion between master work- 
:-fbn, journeymen, and apprentices as a measure of the size of an 

rage artisan's shop, evidently on the supposition that the former 
usually independent artisans. But their own data frequently 
Bish convincing refutation of this hypothesis. For instance, in the 
?f the manufacture of agricultural machinery in the small town 

lakov we find 8 artisans' shops, which employ 23 master workmen, 
.ourneymen, and 15 apprentices, or 75 persons, of whom only 8 me 
proprietors. Nevertheless, the number of the journeymen is at 

- ; indicative of the number of wageworkers. Of the 500,986 
ans, 259,396 were masters, 140,528 were journeymen, and 101,062 
- apprentices. The minimum number of wageworkers was, 
efore, at least 241,590, or 48.2 per cent; in reality it was much- 
.&. Besides the masters, who' are forced to work for other mas- 
. there must certainly be counted as wageworkeri those persons- 
work for a middleman and use his material, as is shown to be the 

- with the knit-goods makers of Vilna. 
. . 

WOlKEN AND CHILDREN IN THE HAW'. . : .ES. 

:'he proverbial sanctity of the Jewish home k b c  FCV many genera- 
.ris kept the Jewish woman out of industrthd l &  - While it was 

:. t unusual for a Jewish woman of the midd\c ~LLS to continue the 
~ e s s  after the death of her husbadd, or U ~ A -  other exceptional 

.; cumstanoes, the appearance of the Jewish ; w! a+  .-oman in the fm- 
- or even in the artisan's shop is comkol.Am\y recent. Of the 
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500,0()0 artisans, there were 76,545 u701nen and &, who were dis- 
tributed as follows: 
JE\VLSH FEMALE ARTISASS COMPARED IVITII TOTAL JEWISB ARTISANS, BY 

REGIONS, 1898 
. - 

I I Female artisans. 

Region. 

srtiaans. 

............................................... Northwestern Rmsia.. 179,503 
.. Southwe~tern Russia :. ........................ ---. ................. 140,849 
.............................................. Southern (new) Russin 

Poland ............................................................... 119,371 

1 ....................................................... . If... 
I - The difference in the percentages which women constitute of the 

entire class of artisans in various sections of the Pale ii significant, 
f in view of the greater poverty and greater overcrowding of the Jews 

I in the northwestern Provinces. 
The limitations of a private investigation did not permit a detailed 

inquiry into the ages of the workers, but the organization of the 
artisan guild indirectly furnishes information-in regard to the -ten- 
sion of child labor. The Russian artisan guild, hke the rn&vai 
prototype, recognizes three grades-the master workman, the jour- 
neyman, and the apprentice, the latter being invariably a minor and 
usually under 14 ~~ears of age at  the beginning of apprenticeship. 
~ht .& the number of apprentices gives the number of children 
empIoyed. 

Altogether there were 101,062 apprentice, of whom 79,169 were 
boys and 21,893 were girls. For the entire Pale the proportion was 
as f o h s :  Men, 68.9 per cent; women, 10.9 per cent; boys,.15.8 per 
cent; girls, 4.4 per cent. The number and per cent of men, women, 
boys, and girls employed in the trades in the four Werent regions 
of the Pale are shown in t,he following table: 

% 

NUMBER AND PER CENT O F  JEUrISH MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, AND GIRLS ENGAGED lN 
THE TRADES I N  EACH REGION OF THE PALE, 1898. 

Northwestern Russia. 
Class. 

E- 1 2:. 
-.- 

I 
Men, - - , -- 119,481 
Women., , . 21,890 
Boys---.-- 28,222 ...... Giria, 9,810 

Total. . 179,503 

Southreatern I Southern (new) I Pbd Russia. Rae&. I ~ W h P o l e .  

Here also northwestern Russia makes the poorest ahowing, having 
the largest proportion of women and girls, and the number of 
faU~ to two-thirds of the entire number of artisans. 
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. Ils m e  might 'expect, the greater number of the fehlsles are found 
in 'a limited number of trades. Thus, 49,950 of them are employed 
as dmsmmkers and seamstresses (two-thirds of tho total number 
employed), 4,014 are milliners, 5,700 are knit-goods makers, and 1,700 
are cigarette makers: These trades comprise over 80 per cent of the 
total number of females employed. \I 

XARELETING OF THE PRODUCTS. 

Although the enumeration of the various trades is in itself sufficient 
to show t k t  the typical method of the medieval artisan of producing 
to the order of the individual consumer is not the only method used 

. . 
by the Jewish artisans, a study of the various methods of marketing 

; thw products confirms the induction that the artisan is developing 
i-' - Gb a petty manufacturer. The prohibition of living in the village 

forces the Jewish artisan-the tailor or the shoemaker-to seek his 
Gt'Urd and most import& customer, the peasant,, in a more indirect 
wag. This he does by visiting the many fairs frequented by the 
pemaht; but this method of conducting a business has the serious 
drawback that it consumes a great deal of the adisan's time. Because 
of this a class of middlemen has naturally grown up who give large 
orders. By mean8 of these middlemen the range of the market has 
gradually extended, so that it is not unusual to find artisans who 
work for these intermediaries exclusively. The small city of Radom, 
in Poland, sends out annually shoes to the value of about 1,000,000 
rubles ($515,000) ; in Vitebsk the tailors work mainly for the dealers 

. in ready-mde clothing, a trade condition that approaches the system 
:. of contracting which is so familiar to students of economic conditions '-+ 'in New Yo* City; in Dubrovna, a small t o m  of the Province of 
a - 
1 -Mohee1ev, a large proportion of the population is specialized in weav- 
3 ing "trJeisim," peculiar towel-like cloths used for religious pur- 

;..+.;;>' ; . 
. -poses,'and here about -500 artisans are compk.rcty dependent upon :?:.$::I:.: >q;>:: . :., - 

: -three or four middlemen, who buy the entire p.*abd  of the industry - 

f . a d  find a market for it throughout the Pale , CIS U.QC\\~ many mem- . 

'i Nrs of the family work at the same trade, wLt v-bines all the 
q g objectionable features of the sweat-shop ah& V- doknrestidacb7- 

iiystem m e  causes of the growth of the v c b -  mbu WS- ih ~ k r .  
*! Rile as those which .have brought about k LQ-1 ew. a.c- % 
% d~me8tic~s~stem, end later the factory, in %y rn&&-4\~&\ C O ~ & ~ ( W  

b orl- I n~mdy ,  the  lack of cspitd, the impssibi\if.l & L o W ~ l ~  %i*; 
W a s  rates of interest, and, in addition b 40% competition in 

\ many trades of factory-made goods. T L ! ! ~  I independent " arti- 
i o b n  has not thi money t o  buy -*'- hate&l for a .small 

private order, to say nothing of buyin8 + \- a q  machinery that ? 

haa gr4ldwUy famed its way into the . .. A\ 0s 
A characteristic instance of this 3 %  GY)~' Y e  knitting- industry 

P 1- 

in the city and Province of Bilna. Fh1* 'J ooo : t.0 2,000 women in 
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the Province are employed in this industry. A very small proportion 
of them work in factories that are provided with steam power, because 
the rnajo&y of the manufacturers' (for the middlemen in this instance 
are middlemen in name only)' pfefe~-iiot-to have the expense of rent 
and supo~vision, especially since factory inspection and all labor legis- 

/ lation do not apply to  the artisan shops and t.0 domestic indust.ry. 
These manufacturers, therefore, buy the knitting machines; place. 
them in the homes of t.he workingwomen, supply the necessary yarn, 
and pay the women piecework wages. Surely, there is very little of 
the independent artisan left under such an arrangement of an industry. 

With the growth of the market several cities are specializing in 
one line of trade or other. In the small Polish town of Bresin a 
large number of tailors work for dealers in ready-made clothing, who 
visit the town several ttimes a year, coming from all over the south. 
Several towns of the Polish Province of Siedlec have specialized in 
brush making. In the Province of Grodno shoe and boot making is 
the principal occupation of a large part of the Jewish population. 
In several towns of the Province of Vitebsk the production of a- 
tural machinery has grown rapidly within the last few years. These 
artisans' shops, which employ a considerable number of hired labor- 
em, differ little from factories. 

CONDITIONS OF WORK. 

The artisan's home is the artisan's' shop. And while sentimc -;- 
talists may consider it  one of the advantages of the artban's wodc 
because of its tendency to preserve the home, in reality it is one &F 
the greatest drawbacks in the life of the artisan's family. It is nc+ 
the function of the home to be the workshop, and the combination 
is specially harmful where the homes are as small, crowded, an6 
poverty*tricken as are the majority of Jewish homes ~~ thq 
Pale. The following is a fair descGption by Russian writer of th.e 
condition of the Jewish artisans' homes in one of the largest towns a6 
the Jewish Pale, the city of Moheelev, whicE. has a population a€ 
about 50,000 and is the capital of the Province. of the'same name: 

The homes of the artisans are small and crowded. But n' matter 
how small and crowded, tenants are often admitted, and there is 
seldom more than one room for a familv. The room serves ~ L S  
kitchen, living and sleeping room, and w%rkshop. And it is not 
unusual for a tailor tc rent the same room for school 
that instruction is served to.a small class of private 
same room where the tailor works with his 
wife woks the food and washes the clothes, aha the tdor's pro1ih.L 
family mingles its joyful noise with the monotonous chanting of tbi* 
Hebrew teacher and the scholars. (a) 

- .  . 

aSee Die organizationen des Judischen ~ro1etaria.G in RRussland, von Sara Rabino 
witsch. Karlsruhe, 1903. 
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It is impossible to expect any regulation of the working-day under 
conditions such as described above. The independent artisan who 
works on his own account. is only too happy to have any work to do, 
and, unless idle for lack of orders, works as long as it is possible to 
work. Still worse is (or was until the very recent epidemic of strikes 
changed conditions considerably) the situation in the larger artisansp 
sl~ops, which are virtually sweat shops of tlie worst order. The fac- 
tory legislation is not applicable to such industrial establishments; 
the .workingmen or workingwonlen live, eat, and sleep in the work- 

- 

room and, being under constant supervision, the only limitation 
upon the working-day is the generosity of the proprietor of the shop- 
During the busy season the girls in the dressmaking establishments 

: may -work from 6 o'clock in the morning until 12 midnight. In 
~oheelev "the normal working-day of the sean~stresses lasts 12 
'hours, while during the winters it may be prolonged to 14, 16, and ' 
even 18 hours." 

The organization of the Jewish workingmen dates from the end of 
the last century, and the strikes that followed showed immediate 
improvement in the condition of the factory workers as well as of the 
artisans. 

In Vitebsk the working-day of all the Jewish artisans, which had 
been from 13 to 18 hours, was in 1898 reduced to 10 to 12 hours. In 
S 6 ~ e l -  the reduction wss as great, the 16 to 17 hour working-day 
d he ' tailors being reduced to 14 to 15 hours net ; of the joiners 
6kohl7 hours to 13 to 14 hours net; of the locksmiths, from 16 
bsvW%o 14 hours net; of the shoemakers, from 18 hours to 15 hours 
.&;of thee dressmakers, from 16 hours to 13 to 14 hours net. 
f 'Lase long working hours have been, until recently, a feature of all 

Ylus+an industry; and,- as a rule, the hours of work in the artisans' 
-~h*j: which do not come under the provisions of the factory legisla- 

. . '  - . 
. .. ..?~~3~jij~:~iF~~~~~~~~~;;;3~~~:.: filrohare invariably longer. But in view of the great changes in the 

bG\tical as well as the economic life of Russia, which are taking place 
43 kksent, it is difficult to say what the averaFe workingday is. 
Ik-doubtedly many factories, and many more artisans' shops in the 
4 ~fnrior of the country, still keep up a very long day of 13 to 15 hours; 

?I &the workday of 10 and even 9 hours has been introduced in many 
dblishrnents in St. Petersburg and in Moscow. There is no infor- 
b&on of such shortening of the labor day in the industrial centers of 

.' &&Pale, but even in that section the actual workingday vhries 
gkatly. 
. . m e  following illustrations of successful reductions of the hours of 
\&or, for the years 1903 and 1904, by means of strikes have been 
&md from the Letzte Nachrichten, the official organ of the "Uni- 
~ m a l  Union of the Jewish Workingmen in Lithuania, Poland, and 
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Russia," and published until recently h Switzerland. During the 
last two or three years. the extraordinarg @tical activity of 
organization has forced it to neglect its economic activity. 

In Lodz, the Manchaster of Russian Poland, the bakers, in the 
summer of 1903, struck for the reduction of the hours of labor from 
15 to 13 and were suc~essEul.(~) In the small to& d Pri'looki, in the 
Province of Poltava, the workingmen of the local tobacco factory 
succeeded, in August, 1903, in having the h ~ s  of labor r e d u d  
from 13 to lo&. (b)  During the same month the locksmiths of Vitebsk, 
the capital city of the province of the same name, had their how 
reduced from 13 to 12.c) In Radomysl, Province of Kiev, the 
tailors, ss a result of rs strike which lasted one dsy and s ha& hed 
the workingday of from 17 to 18 hours reduced to 14 houre.(? 

These few quoted instan& show that the ~ e & h  w ~ r k b p e n ,  
-even in the smaU establishments of the artisans, are fully dive-* the* 
gra-vity of an abnormally long workingday and are persistently 
striving to shorten it. . , . -  - - 4 * - L ,  : -. . - 

L- . -  
:? :.--:i; :; - 

WAGES APQD EARNINGS. 
.-- =, . . z . .  . +-,:L '-. n:  4- . ' , iC  - :*.,.?::< - . 2 -- . : a"+$*+. . - -; -. . -: 7z-+i 

In the absence of systematic wage statistics in Russia it ~'kifdtr7e - . .- 

to try to defermine the average wages of the artisad empby&: 
Still more difficult is i t  to speak with any degree of a~~ 

' 0 - -  

average earnine of the army of emdl independent w-, ,since 
these earnings must of necessity be subject to great variations, both 
of place and time and from one artisan .to anothei. Nevertheless, 
the usual estimates furnished by local m~espndents  well scqnsinted 
with local conditions are of some value. From some report& 8 num- 
ber of such estimates were gathered, and these esti.mah aie pie- 
senbed in the following tabular statement: 

EARNINGS OF JEllrrISH ARTISANS, BY LOCALITIES AND .BY OWUPATION8, m. 

Liauania : 
eSlh9to kLW .......... ...... . SIL6.3 to 61.60 

. .................... .E75to**BT QO*M.W 
....................... .................. E4.m to B6.m ...... ...... .................. n:15to1010Q ... .................. .....,.,......... ....... : 7 7 S C Q  m*SQ 

Whit&? Ruesf&: .................... Musk (townof Minsk: ................... Minek (town of SI&a ) ............ ,,.. Vitebak (town of Viteb~k) ; ................. Vltebak (town of Vitebsk ................ Vttebsk ( t o m  of Vltebsk{. 
hthwestezn Ruesfat .................... ~dhynia 10~&11 ties). ..................... Volhynia mwlitiea) 

Kiev (17 localities). ....................... : 
r tetm Nncbrfcbta, No. 139. 4 jAc&1P*tes, M& I& : 

- 
. - . . . .  . . .  f Per week. b M z e  Naehrichten, No. f 44. . , . -< - 

e Letze Nachrichten, lTo.  146. 

-- 

Knltgoodsopemtivea (women).. 
............... .. 8hoemaker8,. ., .-, . . .................. BlacBamiths., .-. .................. 

- . -  4 . ' - 3 R ~ t o  61.50 .* 1,825 tie ac.69 . 
e 2- GB to 3.09 
eZ.(PtQ. 2.S 

...................... Pot tsr... .< - ZS6IQ 
-. . ............>. .. - ' ~ai tom. .  -- --: ~6 : ~ Q O  .....-.. ...%. ~.ra...,..-....., -, -.:!~&tti.  tow^ ............... - Taitora. ......... i -: ?.!!$a,~W 
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EABNKNGS OF JEWISH ARTISANS, BY LOCALITIES AND BY OCCUPATIONS, 
1898-Concluded. 

Earnings per 
annw. M t y .  Occupation. 

- I 
Tsilors- ........................ .......................... 

.......................... Taitora.. ......................... 
Tailors.. .... ..............-..... I ........................ ....................... Tailors.. - I  

......................... .................... Tailors.. 

......................... ..................... I 
I 

..................... ..................... ..................... ..................... 

..................... Shoemskera. ........-.. ......... 
I 

.................... ..................... Shoemakere.. 
..................... ......................... Shoemakers, 
..................... .............. Shoemakere. 
..................... .. Shoem~kera. 
..................... 
.................... ................... 

...................... .......................... 

...................... ........... 

...................... .................... 

...................... 
............... ..,................ .. 

...................... ........................ 

...................... 
................ ................ , .-' .... -...-............ tsemnst-. ......-.-............ 
.................... Seamstreaws. ...-..-............. Sdrescres .  ...........-.-...... ......................... -' Seamstresses ....................... 

................. . ...................... ), ,, &arraatressea 
...................... .................... Gdstreseea 

77-25 t o  103.00 
103.00 to 234.50 
77.25 to 103- 00 

103.00 to  154.50 
I$). 25 to 257.50 

77.25 
n.25 to 103-00 
11%. 4!5 fo 154.50 
103.00 to 1% 50 
1.. 75 to 257. 51) 
77.25 to 103.00 

115.88t.0 151.50 
38.63 to 90.13 
51.50to 71-25 
84.08to 103.00 

128.15 to Idp. 50 
l2.83to 25.75 
%.75to 51.50 
61.80 to 103.00 
25.75tO 61-50 
6l.mto lQ3.00 
15.45tO 51.80 
4x3s to  lo3.00 

Under E3.75 
125.75 to 154.50 

154.50 or over 
Under 12F1.75 

125.75 to 154.50 
154. ti0 or over. 

103.00 to 206.00 
a3.09to 3.61 
23.18 or aver. 

~~~ per cent of the h l i t i e s .  .- . . ..... . Porty-tmen per cent af the localities.,, 
......... . Twenty get oent of the l d t i e a , . .  
......... .Flffy-two per cent of the I d t i e s  

Tblrty-three per cent of the 1oca;lith.- .... 
...... .-$" ~ t . o t t h e ' ~  ..:.,.: ............................. Town o I&, 

........ ....... ........... -.Town of Ledt,. : :. 
&n&towna ................................ 

Scmth.Bu&a: ........................ m. 75 to m.00 
20g. 00 or over. 
51.50 to 206.00 

Under 51.50 

Toilom and dressmakers.. - . -, , , , 
......... TPilon uwi dmmmakera 
......... Tailors and dressmakers 

....................... Shoemakers 
Shoemakere ..........-............ 

....................... S h ~ ~ e  
Brueh makers.. ................. 

............... Wea.vers (at home) 
'LpLoeR1&8em (glr2e) ............ .,, 

......................... 

.,,. ;, .zit::;:: %:::.: . ,?:::-?q..: -! *.,,. !I%& money eamhgs must not be judged from the stmdpo; - : of . 

k e r i -  prices and the purchasing value of the dollar in the ?h 1 k f 
S t a b ,  for while the ruble is the equivalent of only 51.5 ce&k , $- , 

i ite-pnrchaaing value in the majority of the cities of the P& 1 

f -  the- exception of large cities like Odessa .and Warsaw, 'la t&-auf 
;' - Bqud to that of the American dollar. Even with thk a, d ct -hxq~ 

the eamiqp of the majority of the arti+m are veqr srndtt snd in i.. 
s- view ,of the determination of the normal Jewish fan1:l9'r bplg$t in a 
5 a* towa as 300 rubles ($154.50), a vast numhov OF h e  artisans 
; ~m to have considerable difficulty in m,kng 44. a necessary 
*- cum. 

. ............... lWy-tcm lacsIft'i. Tailors-., 
................... Ftmrte%niocslities ..-.... 1 Tailors -...-.. .......... .................... epersslt a # ~ ~ t i e s  ! seamstresses. ...................... ..... . .  we pa ant l o d i t  its... ..I seamstnsssr 

I 
. . 

. . a Per week. . . . .  . . . 
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The following table, compiled by the Jewish Colonization Society 
in its report on the economic condition of the Jews in R M a ,  gives 
the earnings of a number of Jewish artisans in the citiw of muthem 
Russia,: 

JEWISH ARTISANS REPORTED IN THE CITIES OF SOUTHERN RU86IA R E C E ~ I N Q  
EACH CLASSIFIED AMOUNT OF ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1898. 

Annual earnings. 

$51.50 or under, ........................... 44 
.......................... $52.02 t o  $128.75- 379 

$12927 t o  $206.00- - . . - - .:. -. - . - ,. . - - -. - - - - . a l  1m 176 217 
m . 5 2  to @03%, ......................... 57 62 
~ . 7 7 t o ~ . W . - ~  ....................... 12 50 
$361.02 t o  S437.75- ....... :- ............................ 10 
$438.27 t o  $515.00.- .................................... 5 
S515.52 or over ......................................... 7 

Per cent. 

The earnings of the artisans in the southern cities are e&dintly 
much higher than in the northwest, and in the-larger rmh a 
level practically unknown in Lithuania or in White Russia;' - -  Th& 
data are a sufficient explanation of the movement' of the Jewe auUfh- 
ward, as well as of the absence of any perceptible Je-h emigratibn 
from the southern Provinces until it was stimulated by other . than - 

normal economic causes, namely the antiJewish riots. . ' - 
ORGA'NIZATIONS OF ARTlsANs. - 

* 

The tendency toward improving the condition of work of the jour- 
neymen has been i l l~trat~ed above. Some information of the ~ewish 
labor movement of the last few years has reached the her ican 
press. This broad labor movement under the auspices of the puwer- 
ful "Universal Union of Jewish Workingmen in Lithuania, Poland, 
and Russia " (the so-called '' B u d  ") , which phar i ly  direcis its 
efforts toward the organization of the-factory workers, will be dis- 
cussed fully in another section of this article. Very little h known 
outside of the Pale of a peculiarly Jewish orgdization among the' 
artisans and their employees, which antedated the -" B u d  . . .  " :.by many 
decades and must have prepsred the way for the brdeder movement 
which was to follow. This organization is the so-called , 'fkhma," - a .. 
word of -Hebrew origin, meaning a company, an association. 

To a certain extent the " khevra" as it e&te today is analogous 
to the artisans' @lda and journeymen's guilds of the Mid& Ag& 
in western Europe. Its origin, however, must be sought -& the r'ites 
of the Je-h religion;. Various Hebrew religious function&:my.at be 
observed in coxtunon. 17n fact, the prayers on certainain&id6s must 
be held in the presencj! of at leakt ten adults of the 3ewish faith. 
Again, the main accessory of the Hebrew 'devotional exercises--the 
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4(thora" (the Old Testament, written in Hebrew on a long roll of 
parchment)--is too expensive to be in the possession of any but the 
richest citizens of the community. Thus, organizations for the 
express purpose of praying and of owning a " thora" sprung up; 
and it was ewy for these organizations to develop along trade lines, 
because of the natural leaning of people of the same occupations 
toward each other. Gradually charitable functions were added to 
the religious ones; but in the beginning even the charitable acts had 
a religious basis, such as the execution of the various ceremonies 
connected with the burying of the dead members of the "khewa." 
The membere of the "khevra" must not only accompany the body 
of the dead to its last resting. place but must also assemble daily 
during the entire month to say the customary prayers. More impor- 
tant from the social-economic point of view is the obligation to 
stay, in regular turn, with a sick " brother " th.roughout the night if 
n - q .  

The transition from this service to a sick benefit fund is natural. 
To-make such financial assistance possible, a small entrance fee and 
still smaller dues. are provided, the first being often as small as 1 
ruble (51.5 cents) and the latter only 4 or 5 copecks (2 or 24 cents) 
or less per week. I f  this moderate income still leaves a surplus it 
may be used in granting the members small loans without any inter- 
est. This tendency toward mutual assistance leads to a strong bond 
among the members of the " khevra " and teaches them the advantages 
of cooperative activity along broader lines. This depends upon the 

- constituency of the organization. The original " khev-ra" consisted 

i exclusively or primarily' of independent master workmen. This is 

I still true of " khevras" in those industries where the average shop is 
i &all and the majority of the artisans employ few or no wageworkers. 

The f& journeymen join the organization and do not of themselves 
. .  , represent any considerable force in it;  but as the number of working- 

men grows, s feeling of dissatisfaction with the management of the 
- "khevra" a r k .  In the original " khevra" the democratic sp&t is 

manifested by trusting the election of the officers to lot, and thus in 
a mixed "khevra," i. e., one where both mastera and employees are 
found among the members, the offices may be exclusively given to 

- the employers, which causes the formation of distincl taia the 
"khevra." One solution of the difficulty is the ~ V < O , ! G L ~  4 & +he 
"khevra" into two brancheso-one composed 05 L e b l l o  y-rca and 
the other of the employees. Or again, wheb )C.e nu hk .  of the 
employees is proportionately large and tl~c e+\6yaM askpoach the 
small capitalist, the latter may lose 'all idm e L  n "khev-ra ' ' and 
it becomes a purely labor organizaticy., 

- - 

a Die Organizationen des Judischen Prd i q  s h d ,  von Sara Rabino- 
witsch. KarIsruhe, 1903. 



532 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR. 

Such development has been noticed in the city of .Moheelev, the: 
only town where the "khevras" have been carefully studied. .In 
that city were found single " kheaas " of independent artisans in &he , 

following trades : Shoemakers (from 50 to 60 members) ; jewelera and . 

watchmakers; and tin, roof, and lock smiths (about 30 members). 
Double " khevras," i. e., separate organizations of the masters and 
the employees, were found in the trades of the ladies' tailors, carpen- 
ters, dyers,. and stove builders. The " khevra" of the ladies' tailors' 
employees is one of the oldest and strongest. It included over 70- 
workingmen and was able not only to conduct a comparatively exten- 
sive benevolent activity, but also to influence, to &m6 extent, the 
condition of labor. Thus, i t  has put an end to a customary irregd- 
larity of payment of wages, has forced wages upward, and has even 
carried through the principle of the closed shop,.in fact if q t  in name, 
since only the members of this " khevra " are entitled to employment 
by the t.ailors. This " khevra " is open to all workmen above, the age 
of 18 years, but the entrance fee is 10 rubles ($5.15). . 

These social tenhencies manifest themselves eloquently among the' 
mass of the Jewish workingmen even h this country. . The Large n& - L. -: -- - 
ber of Jewish " khevras," lodges, clubs, fraternities, bro therhods,'& 
other organiurtions-frequently under American names md with fi;a 
introduction of various rites-that are pursuing partly religious and 
partly charitable purposes, and often p o d g  national &gmba- 
tions, are in reality only an outgrowth of the primitive " khe-" 
It wss in this habit of organization that the labor-union propaganda 
found such fertile soil among the mass of the Jewish workTn&nen in 
New York City. 

UNSKILLED LABORERS. . . 

I t  has been observed that the Russian Jewish immigrrmt in. -the 
United States takes very unwillingly to unskilled labor. Thus -in 
New York City of the total foreign population (foreign born and 
native born of foreign parentage) 10 per cent are common laborers, . 
while of the Russians only 2.4 per cent axe so reported.* Similarly 
in Russia the Jew who finds it impossible to earn s living in com- 
merce chooses some skilled trade. Aside from the low social position 
of the unskilled laborer, the reasons for this disinclination tom8nter 

' 
that field of work are ko be found in the inferior physique-of the un- 
derfed city-brd Jew. The Jew in southern Russia more frequently 
lives in the country, is generally of a much more powerful phpique, 
and takes more readily to unskilled or (sccording to the R d c m  
terminology) " black" labor. Another reason is found in the wb- 
ited supply of unskilld labor funtished by the Russian peasant, ape-: - 
tidy in northwestern R~wia.  In the Provinces of southern (new) 
Russia, which are more sparsely settled and of ten e-qffer from warcity 
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of labor, the wage3 of agricultural labor are higher and the Jew, 
both of the city and the country, is more often drawn to it. 

The data in regard to unskilled Jewish labor are not very satis- 
factory. No data at all could be obtained in regard to the fire 
large cities of Lode, Odessa, Kiev, Komo, and ~oheelev. Outside 
of these five cities the number of unskilled laborers was 97,900, so 
that the total number was certainly considerably over ~ O O , U O O ,  In 
this number are- included many kinds of work which in this country 
are not .classified with unskilled labor, as is shown in the following - 
table : 

NUhfBER OF JEWISH UNSKILLED LABORERS Ih' THE 
OF THE PALE <NOT INCLUDING TfiE CITIES OF LOI! 
; ~o?~E&LEv).  BY OCCUPATIONS, l8QS. 

. , 0txrrpat.ion 

A- 
1 

FOUR PRINCIPAL DTVISIOKS 
t, ODESSA, KIEV, KOVNO, AXD 

Agricultural laborers,, , , . , -, , - -, - , . , - - - . - 882 
Csbmen ,,,., - ,,.,,-.. , ,.-.,-,.,- ----  --.- ,- 
Diggem,& stonebreekere , , - , - - - - - , - - , - 2,884 

681 
Irongshomn and caden-, , .:- -, , -, . , , , 
Lnmbennen, , , , , , , , , , , , - , , - , . - , - - - - - , - , . 7,670 

41 1 

South- 
%-atern ' 

1 Rwsis. 

5,824 
3,520 

550 
8,044 
590 
141 

1,034 
2,919 

l7 !E 

Poland. 

I 

aattwmen, . , , , . , , , , , . , , . , , , , , . , , . , , , , , , , , . 
Ragpiikera, , , , , , , , , , , , , - , , , , , . , . . . . . , , , , - 
Te.a.m&ars, - , , , , , , - , . , - , , , . , -. , - . . - - - - , . - 
Water carriers.., . ?. , -, , , , - - ,. - , , - - - - - - , , - 
Not .gedlled,',. ,- ,-- ,-,---, --. , , ,. . . ,. - , ,- 

Total,. , , , , , . , . , , , , , , . . . , . . , . , , . . - , 

Southern 
(nee?) 

Rusarr. 

North- 
western 
Russia. 
-- 

la 
. 1,lS 

3,327 
1,404 

31 

18, GQG 

Total. 

LI__ 

Altogether, these occupations emplor about 2 per cent of the total , 
Jewish population (equivalent to about 7 per cent of the Jews gain- 
fully employ.sd). E'or reasons indicated above, the percentage rises to 
3.3 per cent in southern Russia (or about LO per cent of those emplcyed) . 

I -. ahd falls to 1.4 per cent in Poland (4.2 per cent of those employed). 
This high proportion is due to the inclusion among the unskilled work- 
ers of workmen in trades of a more or less skilled nature, such as lum- 

. . . . 8 ' ' 
. - bermen, teamsters, and agricultural laborem. 

' The data .of the preceding table are mainly interesting as showing 
that .$he hardest forms of physical labor are not unfamiliar to the 
Russian Jews. While some of the occupstions are not f a d i a r  in this 
country, such es a wakr camier or a ragpicker, comparatively few 
Jews remain in the other employments above enumerated when they 
migrate to this country or to England, because they come in competi- 
tion with workers of other nationalities who a:. yore fit for heavy work 
in the open air. It is probable that under thn~lence of economic 
distress the number of the Jews in these occr\al\ons in Russia is 
increasing, since the turning of city-bred hch cs-d women to hired 
agriculturd labor is a very unusual econoh \L kht- omenon. It 'is also 
probable that the number of Jewish a r t  crs$aral laborers would 
have been comiderebly greater had i4- hsk kreh for the laws of 1882, 
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which preclude the possibility of the Jew wandering very far in quest 
of such labor, because he has no right to live in the rural districts. 

The average daily wage of an agricultural laborer varies consider- 
ably from locality to locality and from one season to the other; being 
highest in the Provinces of southern Russia, where it varies fiom.50 
copecks (25.8 c.ents) during sowing time to 1.50 rubles (77 cents) dur- 
ing harvest ; and lowest in northwestern Russia, where the wages are 
25copecks and 50 copecks (12.9 and 25.8 cents). These wages arc not 
supplemented with board, and if board is supplied, the wages are 
somewhat lower. The standard of living of an agricultural laborer in 
Russia may easily be judged from the fact that the cost of subsistence 
is officially estimated at from 45 to 50 rubIes ($23.18 to $25.75) psr 
annum, which equals about 6 cents per day. The regular daily ration 
of an a,oricultural laborer consists of about 4 pounds of bread, which 
is sometunes supplemented with a cucumber or a few onions. In the 
Provinces of southern Russia there is often a perceptible shor.t+ge of 
agricultural labor during harvest time. Nevertheless the same r&tric- 
tions against the Jew furnishing his labor at this time remain in force, 
which causes the scale of wages to rise,'for a short time at  least, much 
above the given limits. 

For obvious reasons the number of longshoremen and casriem shown 
in the table is greatest in southern Russia, and if the datsfor Odesss 
had been obtained the number would have been much greater, 'for . many of the Jewish cities, especially Odessa and Nikolaiev, are im- 
portant ports and conduct a great exporting trade in grain. 

Speaking of these laborers a Russian investigator of the conditions 
in Odessa says: (a) 

, I From their external appearance it is diflicult to ess at their nation- 
i 
4 f-'= ality, so strong, rough, and muscular do they ook. Their wages, 

besides being very low, rarely more than 50 copecks [25.8 cents] for a 
i whole day's work, are seldom re r, their employment almost acci- 

dental, and the large numbers o p these laborers anxiously waiting for 
I an o portunity to earn a few copecks, and crowding the so-called mar- 

et or the open public ground) is one of the most distressing pictures I k P 
of each and every RussianJewish town. 

The draymen's occupation was very popular among the Jews of 
the northwestern Provinces before the railroads were built, and in 
the smaller towns of the Pale, especially in the northwest a d  in 
Poland, it is still exclusively in the hands of the Jews. An official 
investigation of the 15 Province8 of the Pale (exclGive of the 10 
Polish Provinces) made in 1887, determined the number of cabmen 
and teamsters at 18,532, and, according to- the above table, the 
number had grown to 35,868 in'1898-99, and yet this increase of 39.6 

a See V Cherte Evreiskoy Osedlosti (Within the Jewish Pale), by A. P. Subbotin. 
St. Petersburg, 1888. Vol. 11, p. 2%. 
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per cent within the short period of eleven years did not come because 
of exceptional prosperity in  hat occupation. The development of 
the railway sptem in western Russia has curtailed the old form of 
transportation of passengers and to some extent of 'the freight among 
the towns of the Pale, which was a profitable business st one time. 
The rapid construction of electric tram lines in most of the larger 
cities of the Pale has had a similar effect upon the business of the 
city cabmen, who, before the advent of the electric lines, contlrolled 
the only mode of intraurban transportation. There are atill many 
towns in the Pale not connected by any railroad line, but most of 
them have lost their commercial importance, and the income of the 
old teamster, with his large, ugly, and dilapidated wagon, not unlike 

. Gat- used by the American pioneer in his migrations westward, has 
. && fallen considerably. In the large towns the new methods of 

5 - trbsporting goods have developed; but in the development of the 
business the independence of the teamsters has been destroyed. 
~hekLer they get a stipulated wage,. as do the cabmen in Warsaw, 
of board and 1 ruble (51.5 cents) a week, or are given a fixed per- '; ccntage of their daily earnings, or get ' the residue after a certain 
whimurn has been earned for their employer (as in Odessa), their 
I~comes are invariably smaller than under the old system. The 
-;+wage daily income of a teamster who does not possess his om1 - . .i.,?(im hss been &timated at from 75 copecks to 1.5 rubles (38.6 to 

77.3 writs), while the teamster or cabman who is the owner of his 
mffit may earn even from 2 to 21 rubles ($1.03 to $1.29). 

A very peculiar occupation, which is rapidly vanishing in the larger 
tities of the Pale, but which will probably remain for a long time in 
ibe middle-sized towns, is that of the water carrier. Ten or twelve 

: pats ago even the larger cities of the Pale, such as the seata of the 
yrwinoial governments, had no other provision for water supply than 

4. -> t 2?,- river flowing by in the vicinity, and the distribution of water 
.: o ver the entire city was done in a very primitive manner. Often the 
t 

.-w&ter osrrier did not possess even a horse and wagon and a barrel. 
'I'bis iprimitive method is still in use in the smaller towns, where the 

~ o v e r t y  of the people precludes the possibility of constructing a sys- 
;i@m of waterworks.-. A water carrier, even though he works inow- 
- sz:;tly, dan not clear much more than 50 copecks (25.8 cents) a day. 

hother  specifically Russian occupation is that of th&h\m of the - ssrdEary wagons which, in most of tIhe smaller RI?S (1 h w serve 
2 

I:.< a substitute for a system of sewerage and d -6%~ - -robably 
. t 

5 hczrause of the objectionable character of the wev\c Sh- 6w \y income 
-4d .the drivers of these wagons ranges from 80 dp*. -Cb 1) 'rubles 

.s- 

4- t. .- :<4J.2 to 77.3 cents). 
.% .- 
s* ?' 

y . 
d 

L 
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MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY. - - 

mWISfl: 33Etm- OF INI)UsTI&Y. 
a .  

T h e  emancipation of the serfs in 1863 gave to Russia an abundwt 
supply of free labor, which naturally gravitated into the cities, and 
thus the industrial history of Russia since that time presente a growth 
of manufactures on a larger scale than was ever before known in that 
countqT. In western Russia the growth was most rapid, because the 
economic condition of the masses of Jews inhabiting the ~it ies of 
the Pale was especially favorable to the growth of industries. Both 
Jewish comnlerce and Jewish hand trades had rapidly become less 
profitable; therefore Jewish capi t a1 and Jewish labor were ~t~tracted 
toward manufacturing. The following data for the'two periods 1889 
and 1897, separated only by the short period of nine years, Uustrate 
the rapid growth of the industry in the Paie: 9 
NCMBER OF MANCFACTCRING PLmTS AND EMPLOYEES AND V A L ~  OF P1BODWCTB,' 

BY REGIONS, l.809 AND 1 W .  - . _  

[Fronl o_licid data published by the Ruasian mini&ry of fhmmx~] _ - .  - 
--- - - - - - -- - -- 

lkgion and rear. 
---- 

Nortb.western Russia: 
............................................................ 

1897,.,..,,,..,-.,..--------.--,.------.--.---..--.--.-.- 
1SS9, 1 3x7 

Southwest.ern ICussia : 
I 1:- 

leas.. .......................................................... 1,711 
1M7 ............................................................ ' 2,596 

Southern (new) Russia: . 
I&%.. ................................................... - )  1,084 
1m ............................................................ %m 

The Pale (not including Poland) : 
1839.. .................................................... 4,132 
1897 ...................................................... 7,1m 

..................................... Peroentofimrease ;-.;.) 32.3 

a Not indudi. employees in the Province of Kiev. 1897 the number of employees in that P r o m  
waa 18,210, w b z  number was deducted from the total 1n ealcdatlng the per aent of ioc- 

. . a .  

The greatest growth of industrial activity according to twe . .! 

official dat-a is found in southern Russia, which is accokted for by 
the rich mineral deposits in that region.. The northwestern Prov'inw 
are very poor in such deposits, and there the condition of the labor 
market mTas probably the greatest stirnutus to .the p ~ t % w  of the - 

industry, and next to it were the eflorts of Jewish enteqi&. - ' S b s 6  
considerations explain, for instance, why one of the greatest of the 
Russian tobacco factories grew up in a *&all and insip&mt totown 
like Grodno and why Bialystok, near Grodno, became a great textile 
center. 

But this rnsnu%cturing industry is not all the d t  of Jewi& 
enterprise. In fact, the proportion of Jewish capitalists is not 
great as the number of Jews would lead one to expect. - s 
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In the first of the follow-iq tables, taken from the report of the St. 
Petersburg Jewish Colonization Society, is shown the number of 
factories in three regions of the Pale and the number and per cent of 
such factories operated by Jews; also the number of employees in 
all factories, the number and per cent of employees in Jewish facto- 
ries, and the avbrage number in each factory classed as non-Jewish 
and Jewish. The value of products rnan~fact~ured by all the factories 
and the value and per cent of the products manufactured by dewish 
factories are also given in the second table, as well as the average 
value by non-Jewish and by Jewish factories. A study of the 
figures reveals the fact that although in nort.hwestern Russia the 
Jem colhtrolled 51 per cent of all the factories and had 58.3 per 
wit of the total number of employees, the vahe of the products 
rnakuf&ctud was only 47.6 per cent of the total. In the 15 Prov- 
inces the Jews had 37.8 per cent of the factories, employed only 27 
per cent of the workingmen, and the value of products manufactured 
in Jewish factories was but 22.5 per cent of the total value of 
mhnufwfured products. The averages, perhaps, indicate more * 

clearly the smaller relative productiveness of Jewish factories as 
compared with non-Jewish factories. The tables show that while 
the average-number of employees in each Jewish factory was con- 
siderably over one-half of the average number in each nodewish 
faotorg -the average value of the manufactured products was less 
thsn one-half of that of the non-Jewish factory. This discrepancy 
is fully explained, however, by the fact that among the. Jewish 
factories there is a larger percentage unprovided with any mechanical 
power, 

NCYBEB OF ~ E W I B H  FACTORIES AND EMPLOYEES COMPARED WITH TOTAL FACTO- 
' 

BIE;8 AND EMPLOYEES, IN THREE SPECIFIED REGIONS OF THE PALE, lS98. 

[From Report of Jewish Colonization Societr.] 

Northmatern RasFia. , - . . , , 
~athwestem ftmda., . . ,, . 
60atbern (new) Rumla., ... 
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VALUE OF P R ~ ~ ~ E * S - Y - ~ N U F A C T ~ R E D  I N  JEWISH FACTORIES'COMPARED WIm * 

1 TOTAL V.4LUE OF MAN'IITFACTURED PRODGCTS I N  THREE SPECIFIED EEQIONB OF ' 
r THE PALE, 1888. , 

4 F ram'-Report . ~ f  Jewish Colonization Society .] 
. 

Vdue of products manufaetared. 

In Jewish factories. Average. 
Region. 

Northwestern Russia ................. 
8outhwestern Russia,, ............. 
Southern (new) Ruesia.. ........... 

Total. ...................... 1 -.- 

Although in Russia th 
and no income statistics, it is still possible 
that, notwithstanding the existence of a 
facturers in northwestern Russia and in southe 
Jewish manufacturer commands a much 
his non-Jewish competitor, and that the aver 
in reality a very small establishment. 

Besides the lack of Jewish capital there are 
factors, of a legal nature, which keep the Jews 
large industrial enterprises. 

One of the reasons why the participation of the Jews 
of industry has been so insignificant is the fact that in the 
purchase and renting of landed property is permitted 

i I sanitary reasons not all kinds of factories and mills may be Wsb - 
lished, and the acquisition of real estate bey 
prohibited by the laws .of 1865 ; furthermore, 
forbid them the renting of land and even 
villages. 

The corporate form of organization is still little used in 
industry, especially in small establishments, and for a fac 
an average production valued at 20,000 to 40,000 rubl& ( 
$20,600) per annum, the presence of the proprietor is 
necessity. A small Jewish capitalist can not, 
factory in a locality in which he is denied the 

In Russia Jewish capital has not that tend 

1 which is so marked in the New World. such capita3 
! a great variety of industries, though some bran 

than others, In the following list only those 
tioned in which Jewish capital and enterprise 
than in the others: 

I I 
I 

i 
. 
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TOTAL FACTORIEG, JEWISH FACTORIES, AND PER CENT O F  JEWISH FACTORIES, BY 
INDVSTRIES. 

I I Jewish factories. 

'indicated above. ' I:: : .  

Industry. 

................................................................... TertiIe 
Umber., ................................................................ 
Tobacco, ............................................................... 
Hides,, .................................................................. 
Sosp., ................................................................... 
B.&k.. - , . . , . . , . . . - - - - - - . - , - - - - - - - - - - - , - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Tdes, .................................................................... 
Flouring mill products.. ................................................. 
cmm!3liea, .............................................................. 
Distillmg, ............................................................... 
B e r  brewing,, .......................................................... 
Mineral waters., ......................................................... 5 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .:<,.j:.:<; 
F. - .- 

-. s - - - - .  
JEWISH INDUSTRIES IN POUND. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . 
; ' 5 '  ' 

:: The insufficiency of official data in regard to Polish industry leaves 
~&.??ata  collected by the agents and Eorrespondents of the Jewish 

t~~df&nization Society the only source of information. During the 

" . .-.;:: - - 
P : Sheller investments of Jewish capital may be found in dozens of 
0 t h  industries. Its participation in the beetaugar industry is very 
great, that being one of the industries in which the corporate form of 
management has become customary, but the per cent of Jewish capital 
6 not be determined. There are Jeniish glass fact.ories and iron and 
steel mills. More . than one-half of the number of match factories 
and all the b&h-factorks in the Pale belong to the Jews, and there 
are Jewish paper faetoxes, machine shops, etc. Some twenty years 
ago the distillery business was almost altogether in the hands of Jews, 
but the difficulty of establishing themselves outside the limits of the 

., cities has forced many of them out of this industry. The number of 
small Jewish beer breweries has also rapidly diminished because of the 

': introduction of the Government monopoly in the sale of spirituous 
-liquors. No less significant is the almost entire absence of Jewish 

1 cspital from the mining and metallurgical industry, for reasons 

TotaI 

373 
329 
110 
530 
139 
752 
37 

1, SO7 
158 
84G 
381 
1 19 

1&9t thirty years the industrial development of Poland has been very 8; .  Z- -great, but German capitalists and business men much more than the 

a - Jewish were instrumental in fostering this development. A stream 
of German capital, energy, and experience has constantly flowed 

Numbcr. 

!29!2 

83 
287 

lg9 

122 
157 
30 
542 
80 
57 
110 
83 

$.-.s~ross the frontier, and a greater stream of labor has followed until 
*I 

Per cent 
of total 

factories. 

80.4 
0 . 5  

54.2 
75.5 

87.8 
20.9 
81.1 
28.4 
50.3 
6.7 
28.9 
69.7 

$+ :;Poland has become the great industrial center of the Russian Empire. 
.g Gradually domestic capital and enterprise and labor drifted into 

anuf8ctwb.g industry, and this domestic capital meant Jewish 
:capital. But Jewish factories still remain the weaker and smaller. 
: the 4,221 factories officially registered in Poland, the correspond- 

g.ents of the Jewish Colonization Society reported on 1,867 only, of 
C 

4 ;. - 
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TOTAL FACTORIEB, JEWISH FACTORIES, AND PER CENT O F  JEWISH FACTORIES, BY 
INDUSTRIES. 

%' 

Industry. 

. 
. I 
ht Textlle ................................................................... 

Lumber.. ................................................................ 
Tobacco, ............................................................... 
B[idee,. .................................................................. 
Boap ..................................................................... 
Brick,, .................................................................. 

. Tile3 ..................................................................... 
. l!%our~bigmiU product8 ....................-............................ 

,. Cmamenee,-, ............................................................ 
. . -  ................................................................ 

Beer bxwing-. .......................................................... 

p watara ........................................................... 

&$ :ig,$"r"-..- 
f$-,;$.&-dle]: investments of Jewish capital may be found in dozens of 
!-': industries. Its participation in the beet-sugar industry is very 

@at, that being one of the industries in which the corporate form of 
management has become customarg, but the per cent of Jewish capital 

- &n not be determined. There are Jewish glass factories and iron and 
< steel mills. More than one-half of the number of match factories 

.and all the b&h-factonis in the Pale belong to the Jews, and there 
- are Jewish-paper f~tokies, mschine shops, etc. Some twenty years 
3 ago the distillery business was almost altogether in the hands of Jews, 

but the difficulty of establishing themselves outside the limits of the 
.cities has forced many of them out of this industry. The number of 

- em811 Jewish beer breweries has also rapidly diminished because of the 
introduction of the Government monopoly in the sale of spirituous 

f 

' -liquors. No less significant is the almost entire absence of Jewish 
-pita1 from the mining and metallurgical industry, for reasons 
'indicated above. 

. . 
JEwrsla: INDUSTRIES IN POUND. 

. . ;:- T%e- insufficiency of official data in regard to Polish industry leaves 
~ ~ ~ a t s  collected by the agents and correspondents of the Jewish 
CdI'ohizstion Society the only souree of information. During the 
' . last . thirty years the industrial development of Poland has been very 
+great, bu t  German capitalists and business men much more than the 
Jewish were instrumental in fostering this development. A stream 
of German capital, energy, and experience has constantly flowed 

3 %  &fosS the frontier, and a greater stream of labor has followed until 
# ~ ~ & m d  has become the great industrial center of the Russian Empire. 

~~.GraduaIly domestic capital and enterprise and labor drifted into 
f,m-dacturing industry, and this domestic capital meant Jewish 
/eapiM. But Jewish factories still remain the weaker and smaller. 
!OE the 4,221 factories officially registered in Poland, the correspond- 
!akG of the J e h h  Colonization Society reported on 1,867 only, of 

Totrrl 
fact0rie8- 

373 
329 
110 
530 
139 
752 
37 

1,907 
159 
846 
381 
119 

Jewish factories. 

Number. 

!2m 
199 
83 
!237 
122 
1 57 
30 

. 542 
80 
57 
110 
83 

Per cent 
of total 

factories. 

90.4 
60.5 
75.5 
54.2 
87.8 
20.9 
81.1 
28.4 
50.3 
6.7 

28.9 
68.7 
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which number 1,416 belonged to Jewish and 451 to  non4eWish. 
capitalists, but this must not be taken as a true proportion of the 
Jewish factories, because the correspondents devoted themselves 
especially to the description of the Jewish establishments. Never- 
theless, it is significant to find that in a Jewish factory the average 
number of workingmen mas 30, while in a non-Jewish factory it was 
102. Noreover, of the Jewish factories only 27 per cent were provided 
with mechanical power, while of the non-Jewish factories 69 per cent 
had such power. If the factories be divided into two classes, those 
with and those without mechanical motors, it is found that of the 
factories wtith mechanical power, the non-Jewish had an average 
number of 135 workingmen and the Jewish only 72; of all the f a c b  
ries without mechanical power, the non-Jewish had an average 
number of 28 workingmen and the Jewish only 15 workingmen. 

In the following statement is shown the number of establishments 
in the various branches of industry in which Jewish capital is 
employed : 

..... Textiles .................... , 305 
. .......................... Leather, 162 

. u .......................... 46 
.................... Beer breweries 

....................... . .............. Creameries- 98 J Paper manufacture,, 42 
. ................. Mineral waters.. 81 

Flour mills,. ..................... 68 
B c  f a  ............. 66 
Dry g o d s  ........................ 63 

.............. himufactures of wood, 58 
Glass and pottery.. ......-........ 50 
Metal goods., .................... 49 

.... ........... Chemical indwtry ,, 29 
. Soap mufa.cture- ................ 28 

Brushes, etc. .................... 25. 
All other ......................... 201 

...................... Total 1,416 

f 
JEWISH ACTIVITY rm THE TEXTILE INDUST&Y, 

The textile industry remains the most prominent industry of 
Poland, but recently several important centers of textile industry 
have sprung up in other regions of the Pale. Lodz, a city in the - 
Polish Province of Petrikau, bas within the comparatively short 
time of thirty or forty years become a great manufacturing ce +J - and supplies cotton goods to the entire Russian Empire. Zgierz a d  
Tomaszow, in the same Province, have developed into p a t  centers of 
manufactures of woolen goods. In Lithuania the most impor&& 
center of the textile industry is Bislystok, where woden goods 
mrmuufactured. In Poland there are 305 Jew& faotoFies of ter@k 
goods, of which number 155 are located in the city of Lodz. In ~ l m .  . 
region of Bialystnk (Province of'Grodno) and its suburbs there &e 
299 Jewish factories out of a totd of 372. Some; of the gr&$br&sr 
factories in Lodz belong to Jews, such as the cotton factories of 
Posnansky, Rosenblatt, Silberstein, and others. The first offhkso 
employs from 6,000 to 7,000 workingmen, and the vdue of ib pr&2;' 

I 

ucts is about 12,000,000 rubles ($6,180,000) each year. 4 h& 
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such establishments may distort any averages; nevertheless, it still 
remains t d e  that the 155 Jewish textile factories employ 12,848 men, 
or about 83 workingmen per factory, while the 112 non-Jewish 
factories employ 31,593 men, or 282 workingmen per factory, and that 
of the k d h  factories 37 per cent have no mechanical power, while 
of the non-Jewish factories 14, or only 12.5 per cent, are without such 
power. 
Even in Bialystok, which is much more of a Jem4sl1 manufacturing 

center than Lodz, tho same inferiority of the Jeuish factory is noticed. 
Thus of the 318 factories manufacturing woolen goods, 260 were 
Jewish and only 55 non-Jewish. The average value of the production 

' 
of a -Jewish factory was 16,800 rubles ($8,652) and the average 

,,-ber of workingmen 17; in a non-Jewish factory the average 
%&ue of production was 73,000 rubles ($37,595), and the average 
ndmber of workingmen was 55. In short, i t  must be admitted that 
notwithstanding a few individual cases, the number of great Jewish 

. capitalists is smsll, and that the .majority of the Jewish manufac- 
turers ar6 people of moderate means. It will appear presently that 
this circumstance has some important consequences upon the condi- 
tion of Jewish labor. 

4- 
B 
7- 
X -- 
3 

FACTORY LABOR. 
-< 

'. Jewish labor appeared in large manufacturing industries much 
ldwthan  Jewish capital and enterprise, and for obvious reasons. In 
*middle of the last century the majority of the Jews belonged to 

i ?hemiddle class; they were either merchants or independent arti- 
st~& and. work in a fsctory presented to them rr bonsiderable down- 
trbd sltep in the social scale. So it  is natural to find that s strong 

.' .pv-J;pdice existed against such action some thirty years ago, especially 
~ ) l m  the remuneration of a factory worker and the general conditions 
of -kis life and work were very unsatisfactory, as they always are in the 

3 B :iiikial stages of the development of capitalistic industry. It required 
.'. - a %  . .<, P, - e ,  &rceptible decline- in the economic oondition of the Jewish artisan, 

[ ie the e d y  eighties, to force him into the ranks of the industrial 
. a t e .  SiDOe then the number of Jewish wageworkers in manufac- 

tur;tq industries haa grown rapidly, but owing to the absence of - 
$ e &&a1 labor statistics it is impossible to state the number of these 

l* workers with any degree of accuracy. The only source for 
u V ~ -  tbpproximste information upon this most important problem 
~ ~ d n s  in the data collected by the agents of the Jewish Colonization 
Swety for their report on the economic condition of the- Jews in - 

, .Xiti?&. ,While these data are not up-to-date and are incomplete, 
.*hsy -mm& the best that may be had. Reports were made for 
f-&ig 3,186 out of 7,750 factories existing in the Pale in 1897. In the 
i + .  . .  f sctories reported for northwestern, southwestern, and southern (new) 
: 

C - 
5 - 
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'I. 
3 Russia 33,933 Jewish factory workers were employed, and in : 

.reporteed for Poland 12,380 were employed, a total of 46,313 in the ? 
factories reported for the Pale. 

There can be no doubt that this total is far below the actual numkr, 
and an effort may be made to correct the returns of this 
investigation, at least approximately, by making the legitimate 
assumption that in the factories omitted the percentage of - Jewish 
workingmen was the same as in the factories reported, which gives the 
following : 

if it be supposed that the proportioil is about the same and the 12,380 

ESTINATED NUMBER OF JEWISH WORKINGMEN IN THREE SPECIFIED REGIONS OF 
THE PALE. 

recorded Jewish workingmen of Poland be taken to represent abut 
18,000 workingmen in that section, then the total number of Jewish 
factory workers in the entire Pale would be about 68,000. When 

Region. 

----- -- 

Northwestern Russia, ...................... 
Southwestern Russia- ...................... 

.................... Southern (new) Russia 

Total .................................. 
- 

it is remembered that the large industrial centers like Lode and 
Bialystok are included in this total, its inadequacy becomes appar- 
ent. It must be borne in mind that these data at  best are over &e 

No such cornparisoil is possible for'the 10 Polish Provinces; but - 

years old; that, as was shown in a preceding table, the number of 

Number of workingmen. 

factory workers increased 150 per cent in the eight. years, 1889 to 

Per 
cent of 
Jewiah 
of tom 
mportd 
tocom- 
mittee. 

53.6. 
11.5 
6.2 

21.4 

According 
to census 
figures 

51,659 
108,769 
74,775 -- 

1897, and that Russian indu stry has developed considerably since 

calcllhted 
number of 

Jewiah 
working- 

men. 

'-27,689 
>l!2,6~8-:. 
--4,638 

.-5P,W3 -: 6 % 

. . . .  . . .  the latter date. Then, too, it has been pointed out in a p r e v i ~ ~  : .: . . 

section of this article that a great number of the socalled mtisans' 
shops are in reality small factories, therefore a considerable number 

235,2031 158,2101-33,933 

' pep0- to Jew~sh coloxuzation 
committee. 

of so-called artisans are but skilled factory employees.. When all , 
these facts sre taken into consideration, the statement seems plausible 
that there are at the present time from 100,000 to 150,000' Jewish 
factory employees in the Pale. It is nevertheless true th i t  while 

Total. 
-- 

41,589 
83,280 
33,341 

the Jews constitute almost one-half of the city population, and the . 

. 
JewM, 

22,279 
9,596 
2,058 

commercial and industrial half, only about 20 per cent of the factory . . 
workers are Jews. A great many reasom, besides those of a historid i. 
nature mentioned above, have combined to retard the G m f o m ~ t i ~ r i  - _ .  .- 1 
of the poor Jewish mass in R-ia into an army of factory em lqpw-; { - I  
it is because some of these reasons are absent and the bt R e$'+%-- a>-$- i- 

- - .-, - --. .,*-+-: 
I _  

> - - r - 
7 - - 



weakened that this transformation' is going on much more rapidly 
in the United States. 

One of these reasons is the strength of the religious convictions 
of the Russian Jew and his strict compliance with all the rites and 
observances, especially those relating to the Sabbath. This makes 
the operating of a factory that employs both Jewish and non-Jewish 
workingmen a rather difficult matter, because the Jewish working- 
men are forced to stop their work at sunset on Friday night and 
rest -on Saturday, while the non-Jewbh rest on Sunday. This diffi- 
culty becomes more serious in establishments with mechanical 
power, ainw neither the plan of running two days a week on half 
power nor-that of stopping work altogether for two days a week is 

- like1y to appeal to the manufacturer. The objectioa to factory 
.' w6rk GI much stronger among the older than among the younger 

+eration and is rapidly losing ground ; but it is etill much stronger 
among the Jews in Russia than among the Jews in New York City, 
where many factom tend to destroy the strict observance of all 
demands of the Jewish Church. 

Another factor over which the Jews have had no control are the rules 
regarding the right of sojourn beyond the limits of the cities. It 
is shown above how these rules keep back Jewish capital from enter- 
ing various branches of industry. In the case of the Jewish work- 

: ingman, this entirely prevents employment in some of the important 
factory industries. Jewish labor is practically unknown in the 
8ug81p-beet fmtones, nearly all of which are located beyond the city 

: limits. In all such factoriep there were employed only 531 Jewish 
i workingmen out of a totd of 65,258, or 0.8 per cent. In lumber 

mills there were 1,213 Jewish workingmen out of a total of 19,239, 
or 6.3 per cent. Few Jewish workers were found in the large mining 
industries. ti 

Another peculicrr difficulty that the Jewish workingman is forced 
to meet -when in quest of employment is the strong antiSemitic 

- 

..?. .:,, . sentiment existing among many manufacturers, especially among 

the m~ufacturem of Lodz, where German capital is strongly repre- 
sented.. This is shown in the following cornpariaon for 1,867 fac- 
tori& reported in Poland : 

TOTAL EMPLOYEES AND NUMBER OF JEWI8H EMPLOYEE8 IN 1@7 FACTORIES I N  
- POLAND, BY 0-WNERBHIP O F  FACTORIEB, 1898. 

.. . Emplo yeea. 

Ownerahip of factories. Per cent 
Total. Jewiah. of Jewish 

>'  
. -- . of total. 
:.; 

g.3-..;..; .................................................... . .......... 43,011 ll,OM 27.8 
. X O n 4 e ~ , ,  . . . , . . . . , , . , - _, , - . , , . , , -, , , . - - . - . - - - . - - . . - - . . . - . , . . - . . - . - . . , rs, 925 f 426 .9 

--- 
.P ' 
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Though the Jew is much more predominant in the textilefactories 
of Bialystok, the same tendency is noticed there. . 

These figures convey the strong impression that there is a decided 
racial discrimination in the.matter of hiring labor. To some extent 

TOTAL EMPLOYEES ~ N D  NUMBER OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES IN TEXTILE FMTORIEfj 
O F  BIALYSTOK, BY OWNERlJHIP OF FACTORIES, 

it may be explained by the rnculty of the Sabbath rest, which may 
seem much more objectionable to a nonJewish than to a .Jewish 

Ownerahip of factories. 

Jewish,, ,,,,,.,,,.,.-----.-,--,---,. -------------.----.------------.----- 
Non-Jewish .............................. --------,,-,---,---------,------ 

manufacturer. This consideration does not change the economic 
aspect of the fact that the nationality of the manufacturer becorn& a 
matter of serious import to the workingman. If the newly d v e d  
Jewish immigrant finds no great dBiculty in obtaining employment 
in New York City, it may to a great extent be due to the exktei&- of 
a large number of Jewish employers, and- her6 may be found-the true 
explanation of at least one important cause of the &nmnIkation -of 
the Jewish immigrants in a few large industrial centers. 

Strange ss it is this racial discrimination may be found in some of 

Employees. . 

the great cotton factories of Lodz, which belong to J&FS but are 

Total. 

3,863 
3,908 

supervised by German master mechanics and foremen who have 
braught the antiSemitic feeling along with them from Germany. 

Lother peculiar reason that works against the Jewish f&tory 

Jew- 

2,885 
134 

worker is the unwngn88~ to trust him with complicated machinery 
snd mechanical power. There is a decided difference recorded in the 
proportion of Jewish workingmen as between factoria -with and 
factories without mechanics1 power, the difference being. pa t e& in 

Per cent 
ofJewish 
of total. 

74 7 . 8 4 

Poland where the supply of German skilled labor comesk-competi- 
tion with Jewish labor. 

TOTAL EYPLOYEES AND NZTYBER OF JEWIBH EMPLOYEES I N  POLIBH FACTOBIEB, 
CLAMIFIED A8 TO WHETHER OR NOT POWER IS U8ED, 4lM. - .. , . - .'. 

- Kindof factory. per !kt 
T&L . J--. ai ~ e v t a t ~  

. . . .  
. . 

.. aftow. 
. . .  

. . .  
. . . . . . . .  All Pdand: . . 

With power ,,,,.,,,,,.,, ,---- ---,, ,----- -,,,, i,,--,-------- 
Without power,, , , . ,. , , , ,, , ,, ,, , , ., , . ,,, ,, . , , , ,, , ,, , ,, .,,, 

Lodt textiie industry) : 1 w th power ,,,,,,,,. ,,,,,, ., :, . , ,, -. .., ,,,..,, . ,. ,,., ..,,,, . ,,,.,,, .,. 
Without power,, , , , . , , , , , . - , , , -, - - , - , , , , -, , . , , , . , , , , -, , , , , -. , , , , , , . , 

... . . . .  . . .  
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.This; distrust probably acts most powerfully in eliminating the 
Je*h :workingman from certain industries, as, for instance, the 

- metal kidustries and the production of machinery. It may be that 
the lower muscular strength of the average Jew or his peculiar school 
training, which lasts through many hours day in and day out for 
many yeare and develops his speculative power at the expense of 

. his manual dexterity, makes him unfit for work st  many of the 
mschines. Surely it is difhdt to suspect the Jew of unwillingness 
to enter the industries mentioned, when he is usually found in the 
trades that are most unwholesome and injurious. 

a -  . .'a0 general statistics of occupation may give some information as 
. . '&. . -=.A t&d& preferred by the Jews, but owing to incomplete c l d -  
- aa' * -a' '. 
. :&faon: it ~impcssible to arrive .at any definite idea in regard to the . -2 
2pA3, ->,-- 

:?:&X& * -?. . -,- ~ i f  f&tories in which Jewish labor is preferred. The report of 
:&67~6w&h #- :~olonization Society contains the following table, but 

O - * & f ~ ~ ~ a t e l y  does not give the actual figures upon which the per- 
;< centages +re besed : 

: PEB CEYT OF JEWISH EMPLOYEES OF TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE PALE IN EACH 
6 .  
5 SPECIFIED INDUSTRY, BY REGIONS, 1898. 
> ? 

Induetry. 

Gloves, ............................................................ ..................................................... B m b t c . .  . Ibatcbes ........................................................... 
Tobacco ........................................................... 

-> - - b p  ............................................................... 
4 Button% ........................................................... 
I EM- and fa;antng ................................................. 

Candies ............................................................ 
$ woolap- ..................................................... 
3; .JPlourmilIhg ...................................................... .................................................... Beer braving,. $ -~BdcInnt%l&~g,-, .................................................... 
W& weavfng,',,,,,,......-.,-.. .................................. 

. k c -  +x~atiwg; ........................ .,,-: ............................ 
,-Immber milLs. ..................................................'... 

...................... 

the Jewish factories alone, and such 
ation of the percentages would be misleading; but there also 

t d e s  have especially attracted Jewish labor. The tex- 
; tobacco, 1,300 ; paper, about 1,000. 
nclusion that as yet the moat inju- 

to monopolize Jewish factory labor, and this 
d in the northwestern .ProvSces, where 

- FEMALE AND CHILD LABOB IN THE FAOTORIES. 

artisans it is shown that though 
field is still a novelty, yet within the 
growing more common. It is to be 

North- 
western 
Ruesia. 

100.0 
96.8 
95.2 
92.1 
84.7 
84.2 
64.6 
62.4 
m.7 
51.5 
83-1 
49.4 
31.8 
25.4 
18.3 
14.9 
4.2 

-- 
South- 
weatern 
Ruesia. 

100.0 ........................ 
12.0 
78.4 
81.1 

........................ 
45.8 

laI.0 .......... 4- 

34.6 
36.5 
8 5  

4.2 
18.3 
15.2 ........................ 

----- 
Southern 

(new) 
Ruesrs. 

.,- --. - -,--, 

............ 

. 56.4 
63.6 

68.0 ..,,-.,,.-,-. 
............ 

27. 3 
34.8 

. 8.0 
........................ 

21.4 
30.1 

.7 
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expected that this growth will show itself in a greater degree in fac- 
tories than in small artisans' shops, for factory work does not as a 
rule require the same amount of special training. It -might be 
thought that in view of the cheapness of labor the incentive to 
employ female and child labor would not be strong; but the data in 
regard to the Jews in the Pale show the fallacy of the assertion that 
only dearness or scarcity of labor drives the manufacturer to employ 
female and child labor. 

'NUMBER AND PER CENT O F  JEWISH MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, AND GIRL8 I N  THE PALE 
WORKING IN FACTORIES, BY REGIONS, 1898. I 

Northwestern Southwestern Soutbem (new) I Ruasis. I Russia. I Russia. I Poland , 

sex. 
Per Number. Per cent. -1  1 fsot. 

Total. . . , , - . - . . - - - -, - - . 

The proportion of female and child labor together is see~'&$i"m 
indirect proportion to the general level of prosperity. I t - e q ~ 1 s  -&.4 
per cent in northwestern Russia, 37.4 per cent in Poland, 29.3 per &nt 
in southwestern Russia, and only 20.2 per cent in southern Russia, 
the four main divisions of the -Pale being mentioned in 'the regular 

- 

scale of economic well-being. 
Female and child labor is found in many industries where its appli- 

cation is likely to be the most injurious-in brick factories, in match 
factories, in textile factories, etc.-and is encouraged by the develop- 
ment of that moat $ernicious form of industrial work, the domestic 
system. Thus, in many small t o w  where match factories .have b+: 
established, it is customary for girls to do at home work of a-naty=. 
that 'can be done there; such as, for instance, packing the mat&: 
In the textile centemof Lodz and Bialystok them exist a *thUmir 
of weavers who do their work at home on their own looms, emaweti 
the members of the family taking part in the work, though s o x i t m & ~ t a z  
they are assisted by a hired worker. This feature of indudzy& _ _ _ .  he:! 
spoken of above in discussing the marketing of products. - - . - .  

WAGES OF FACTOILY WO&KE&8. , - - 
* : 

Of the conditions of the wage contract those that -ate of g r i k ~ ~ t  
importance are the hours of work and the wages, and of-neitbe~ r' 
these two problems is it possible to present llcCurate &&tics;:'%lai. 
is, properly calculated averages. The best that & .be ' adne 3 - .-- -- 149 ti? 
give all available, fragmentary information, which, though -at t:&it!:- 

the desirable scientific accmy,  nevertheless conveys infon:;a - 
-- . . - 
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tion ss to the' general lqvd OFw~es. Of the hours of work and the 
organized efforts towhrd Ww W-uotion, an account will be given in 
the section devoted to the mvement and the Bund, the main 
orgdzation of the Jewish wy**rkers. 

Twenty yeam ago a R I I R I ~ ~ ~  r ~ ~ i o r n i ~ t ,  Mr. A. P. Subbotin, whose 
work has alresdq; been queb) mvestigated the economic condition 
of the Jewish Pale, and stated that the wages of the factory workers, 
the number of whom was very small at that time, were " quits high." 
In the tobscco factories of Vilna they reached as much as 5 rubles 
($2.58) per week for the men and 2) ~ b l e s  ($1.29) per week for the 
women. He commended the Jewish workers, because " one never 
hears of acute conflicts with the - employers, - which are becoming so 
common in the central Provinces of Russia." The next section of 
this article will show how much these conditions h a ~ e  changed within 

* the last twenty years. In the city of Bialystok, which even at that 
time had begun to gain great importance as a center of the woolen 
industry, the best paid workingmen, the weavers, sometimes earned 
from 6'to 8 rubles ($3.09 to $4.12) a week, and this income made the 
Bialystok weaver an aristocrat among the Jewish workingmen. A 
great number of children worked in the tobacco factories, where they 
-8rned from 25 copecks to 1 ruble (13 to 51.5 cents) a week. 
o-CP the Jewish wageworkers the brush makers are the best organ- 

I ~ J .  As early as 1895 they succeeded in forming a general union of 
&sbntsh workers, which in 1897 joined the Bund as an independent 
betions1 union. In its report to the international socialist congress 
) ~ P a z i s  in 1900 this union contributed a table of wages oF b h  
m&ers in the twelve main towns of the Pale. From tbip *\* - he 
Mlowing data are taken: (a) 

The average weekly wages in different t o m  var;4 O b 
5.S rubles ($1.44 to $3.01), the maximum ranging 5 ibb -\ales 
@ ~ 5 8  to $4.12) and the minimum from 5.25 u&Y*s k 75 c~pecks 

-. t . : ,. ~b2.70 to 39 cents). Even this income was r&sLAq , 'Lrase the 
, ctiwmber of weeks of regular employment dub%+@ ay-\ruied from 

f& to 25. - -- 
In, the two large volumes on the ecahr-;c r,&n of the*&w * ' -- 

r* &wsia, published by the St. Petevs b v q  a " r w & e e  of the Jewish 
= blbkzation' Society, very little k F-&h in- regard to wages is 
4 be found, because the data wcw 4kAL &an the proprietors of . 

Lb factories, and it was f e a ~  J W a~qwsL ~ h y w r S - : b  r ~ q ,  a 
W d d  prevent a truthful B ~ S W * ~  k-1 g u ~ ~ k e  Y - \&%=+h I;Yu 

- f vqpentBJry data found &bk\n * * c J I  1897. t~ l a%- ~ b n  : .< -k 
9 k b - ~ ~  more thea a theoreXt~d boJwr h Warsaw, b r b  .,nLd 

:*y, the Jewish works% a~ &\ha did not ~ O I -  444~30 & 3 5  
1 ... 

a -, o Russian mag(c2\*u &A waa publiah~ec5 Fa* o. SL r 4 &Iha 
L64 rn=) 

June, 1902, p. 83. 
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I 
1 copecks (15 to 18 cents) per day, on the average, the maximum beiq 

about 1 ruble (51.5 cents) for the men and 70 copecks (36 cents) fol 

i the women. In a trade as skilled as that of a clockmaker the 
i wages of adults were only from ? to 15 rubles ($3.61 to $7.73) ant 
i those of children from 2 to 4 rubles ($1.03 to $2.06). In the  to^ 
I I factories in Czenstochow, Poland, the wages of adult Jewish worke; 
I 

I were stated to be from 3 to 5 rubles ($1.55 to $2.58) per week, while 
I girls below 15 years of age, who made up 60 per cent of the employees 
I 

I 
received from 80 copecks to 1.20 rubles (41 to 62 cents) and thos 

I over 15 years from 1.80 rubles to 2.50 rubles (93 cents to  $1.29) 8 
1 week. In Lodz the weavers who are in the employ of the factories 

but who do their work at home, earn from 8 to 10 rubles ($4.12 tc 
$5.15) a week, but they usually employ help, whose earnings seldom 
exceed 3 or 4 rubles ($1.55 to $2.06). In the woolen factories oj 

Bialystok the weekly w& of the male workers seldom exceed € 
rubles ($3.09), while those of the women and girls are as low as 1.5C 
or 2 rubles (77 cenh or $1.03). 

It is probable that down to the second half of the nineties thc 
average wages of the Jewish workers did not rise much, if at all. T h e  
growing congestion of the cities of the Pale and the increase of specid 
restrictive legislation against the Jews so flooded the labor market 
that natural competition was all against the wageworkers. From 
that time on, however, the Jewish labor movement has asserted itself 
and while the general level of wages remains low from the Europear! 
and especially from the American point of view, the present con- 
ditions seem to indicate a strong tendency toward increkd wages 
The official publications of the BGd, which formerly appeared in 
Geneva, .contained in nearly every number accounts of strikes, usu- 
ally very small ones, where the demands for both shortehing of thf 
labor day and for increase of wages were invariably made and ofter 
carried. Unfortunately the correspondents cared a great deaI mort 
for the political effects than for the economic results of the strikes, and 
seldom reported the actual wages and the increases. From privatt 
inquirie~ made of many pemm who recently left the Jewish Pslt 

-- a - -8gd~had either worked in the factories or had the opportunity tc 
observe the life of Jewish workers it seems a warrantable conclusior 
that 6 or 8 rubles ($3.09 or $4.12) a week is a very fair wage 

. . that the ordinary wage is probably nearer to 5 rubles ($2.58). 

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 
\ - - 

The oG>F~oa mentioned several times in the preceding-pap 
as having influenced the conditions of work of the Jewish wageiorb~ 
in Russia is the w l l e d  Bund, or to use its o5cial title, "Der sllge 
meine Jiidische hbeiferbund in Lit tauen, Polen, und Russland." - 

t 
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The economic activity of the Bund is all that concerns us here, but . 

it is difficult, if not impossible, to understand this interesting organi- 
zation without a few remarks with regard to its general nature, which f 
is a peculiar one, owing to the exceptional political conditions of Rm- ii 

t - sia. In its economic field the Bund endeavors to do the work of the'?' 
American labor unions, yet it is a very different organization from ' 
the American Federation of Labor. 

It must be borne in mind that the Russian code does not provide 
for the existence of labor unions, and that even at the present time, 
when dozens of labor unions have been formed in the open since 
October, 1905, a law providing for the existence of such organizations 
is em in the proems of elaboration. Also, it must be remembered 

1 #&..Russian law specifically prohibits the strike, the main weapon 
! of - - i  labor union, as well as any form of collective activity. Thus, 

every eff ort at labor organization and collective bargaining is legally 
a crime, and this prevents the growth of a peaceful labor movement. 
The low educational standard of the m y  of the workingmen is 
mother great obstacle to such development. In discussing the "khe- 
vrasWin a preceding section it was shown how out of these mutual 
benefit organizations of the Jewish artisans, whose educational and 
infellectual standard Gfteen or twenty years ago was immeasurably 
higher than that of the Russian workingmen, some semblance of a 
limited labor movement developed; but these secret and local organi- 
zationa could not have any great influence over the condition of the 
working class. 
Both the Jewish and the Russian labor movements have grown out 

of the political revolutionary propaganda and are still closely asso- 
ciated with it. 

During the nine or ten years of its existence the history of the Bund, 
notwlthgtsnding the great obstacles w-hich the necessity-of secrecy put 

. \. . .-.: <>\'\..:;);:-,:. . ... \:. . . \ > %  .. . in the way of a labor movement, was one of very rapid growth. 
According to the report presented by the central committee of the 
Bund to. the International Socialist Congress, held in Amsterdam in 
1904, the number of organized workingmen in 1904 was astimated to  
be 30,000, (aj but any such astimate may have only a general value. 
Undoubtedly a many persons must be under the influence 
of thk organization who do not wish to be openly identified with it. 
Then, too, in hundreds of small towns clubs have been established 
which am not always in direct communication with the central 
oqaniesfion. In the same report 35 large snd important cities are 
mentioned in which organizations of the Bund existed, but the peri- 
o d i d  publications of the Bund often contribute news of the dtivity 

a - 

.Die :ThZltigkeit dee. Allgemeinen Jtidischen Arbeiterbundes in Littauen, Polen, 
w.~d R ~ b d  (" Bund'") nsch Seinem V. Parteitag. Geneva, 1904. 
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of the Bund organizations beyond these 35 cities. Thus, within that 
year alone over 25,000 Jewish workingmen struck in the region 
influenced by the Bund, and in the general strike which swept over 
Russia d.llr;ing the second half of the year 1905 the nmber  of Jewish 
strikers went into hundreds of thousands. . . 

This origin of the Jewish labor movement in the socialist and revo- 
lutionary movement had very significant consequences, since it led 
to a close union of efforts: Of the working masses to improve their 
economic condition; of the Jewish race in Russia to improveits legal 
standing, and ot the revolutionary elements to introduce an entirely 
different form of government in the Russian Empire. The distinctive 
feature of the ~ & d  is that it endeavors to do dl these things at the 
same time, and to a certain extent other Russian socialist organiza- - 
tions share this peculiarity with the Bund. 

A few data as to the extent of the activity of the Bund will be 
found suggestive. ~ccording to the imperfect registry -kept by the 
central committee of the Bund, there took place during year, 
June, 1903, to June, 1904, 429 meetings, in 418 of which 74,162 
persons participated; 45 street demonstrations, in 31 of which 
20,340 persons took part, and 41 political strikes (including 35 May 
,celebrations), in 31 of which there were 23,035 participants. - 

The term "political strike " is used when a- stopp-%e of work is 
ordered by the organization foi no specific economic reason, but 
simply to demonstrate the strength of the movement. Such strikes 
are usually of brief duration, being ordered for only one, two, or three 
days, ss the case may be. They are especially frequent on the 1st of 
May, all socialist organizations in Russia celebrating that day with 
short strikes or with street demonstrations a d  largemeetings. 

During the same year 109 strikes were reported, and in 401 of 
these strikes, for which careful data were fu&hed, 24,124 persons 
participated. 

The strikes are usually conducted by the local orgtmktiom of 
the Bund, together with the amistance of the strikers t h e ~ l v e s ,  
although amok the strikem many men me often found wly are not 
permanently identified with the 'rgtmimtion. In preparation for 
such a strike the workingmen of a certain indwtry or trade, o r  even 
of a certain factory, may combine sad  keep up some.fur& of benefit 
fund, but this is far from being s trade union. O& of :the many 
inferesting features of the Jewish labor movement .is the- fact that 
although the central committees of the B a d  m& every effort to 
keep up among the workingmen the agitation for.~trikes~-~a& other 
forms of st&le -with the employers; they did not'~.&&.-the 
formation of trade unions; not because they doubted the kconomic 
efficacy of the trade &on in the work of improvirlg the coiidit'ibn of 
the workingmen, but because, so they claimed, the 'formation 'of- tra;de 
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^C .. . - -;.--.~:.~'&ons: ,would narrow down the efforts of the workingmen to their 
5-6 s--. ? 
-$; . ( .- . . .. 3 =:s; .' -- ';; 

I:- 7--..1... . . . -omrn&vidual , ... or group interests, and thus deplete the ranks of the 
; s~:: . .&hte& foi ..plifiCal cause 
i " .  - .. .. . - -: 

ii.:;- .::.m-;l&em themselves feel that such a policy, -ide from its wis- ' 
. . 
: .  - d0m.o~ unwisdom. can not be carried on when the formation of labor 
-7- : - 
j - .  unions shall have been legalimd in Russia. Even at the present time 
; the proj&t ' of a law to legalize unions and strikeses is being actively 
;. : eIab*t,ed in St. Petemburg. Immediately after the issuance of the 
': . m - d e s f , ~  of October 17 (29), 1905, domns of labor unions were formed 

out the Pale. The question of the attitude of 
olitical organization, toward the formation of these 
ly arose, and the decision reached is significant. . 
circular .published in the last issue of the Letzte 
. .255), dated December, 1905, the central committee 

oalle attention to the fact that the conditions caused by 
the creation of profes- 

urevitsch, who is a member of the central 
economic activity of the Bund is becoming 
od 1897 to 1900 was one of struggle for a 

h o w  a day with two hours at midday 
may be charecterieed as one for the 
trades and the larger cities, epd a 
and lower trades. The strikes for 
have had unusual succiss. Out of 

d in the year 19034,81, or 68 per 
workingmen; 23, or 19 per cent, 
n, and 15, or 13 per cent, in fa& . 

ow strikes 50 per cent led to the 
- 

. a  . . . .  . .  . . ,.:. ..:. , - .  ?.:f><;:j~:~j$~$j;<$;<j$j;~~j~:: 

usually equal to 1 
trades much mom considerable 
. The female bakers .within the 

Succeeded in reducing their hours of work from 19 
..&om; 17, to 12; the shoemakers, from 17 to 12, and, 

ted out elmwhere, the salesmen, from 15 or  16 to 10 or 
1904 there were registered 56 

and 15 offensive. Of 

ave been used to 
onditions of the 
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will be said wheh discussing the condition of that class. - Dram&.;&. 
Pinsk and Berdichev, 'boatmen in Kovno, hotel atbnd8nts -k-J?&&. 
and Slonim, .and even domestic servants in Wareaw, G d O j ,  . &  

Moheelev, Bobruisk, Pinsk, and Dvinsk have struck for higher w&&' 
and shorter hours. Stregely enough the domestic diants haye- 
shown themselves especially susceptible to the agitation of the Bud .  
The following, for instance, were the conditions demanded by the 
servants during their strike in Dvinsk: . 

'Hours to be from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m., with a recess of one and &no- 
half hours. 

On Saturdays the work shaU stop at 3 p. m. . 
Wages- to be increased. . -- - 

, The servants to have private ro6m.s. a .,, - ,  - '. . . 
The em loyer to provlde medical treatment in case of n&ty.' g , - -  ':. -. The rig t to receive visitors after working hour&. - -$ - -. - . 

. 

In case of dismissal without cause the servant s h a l l a l l ~ ~ v e ~ ~ o  - - 

weeks' salary. .. . 
' - .  - , .  , . . -. -5; -.r - ,-*-. :. . . -7 

8 * a s->~tt~CC-gf: 
The many-sided activity of the Bund, ca~Tied on- as it - *as'-*&.. --. LC. 3 a = = 3 z = - > -  

recently under conditions of great secrecy, did not offer ~inSnf:b@Ff+ - . . %-,. 

tunities for development of ariginal methods of t m d & i n i ' d i i ' ~ ~  
has been shown, its activity was mainly in the nLbt&$;*f;m 

- ,. " '2 .-&:.:+- . 
Only occasionally were boycotts used, and then @d&Jjr The -*t̂ s$;e for causes which were not purely economic. 
ground that the law is against the workingmen, &d &it '&&&&& 
of a fair fight forbid the employer from appesling too -&'&?&he 
police and the military for assisttime. Moreonk, w&er6:l&d&g* 
workingmen have been turned over by their employ&:&-h 
authorities the strikem have been punished not so .much- for $&- 
-ticipation in the strike as for belonging to the mvvo1utionSrg 34. 
Such appeals are therefore considered in the nature @fIid63p&i&:&d < -  , -  - -  . 9 - ..-- 
are punished by declaration of a boycott.: The be$t-5h6-gq;<- 
is that of a shoe mmufactimer in Warsaw against Rh&'i a-b$c&t 
was declared soon after the strike wave of ~anuary,~$..~5.. 
boycott must have threatened him with ruin &i~e~:-$b&~~Gfa:d; 

*' - turer was forced to appeal to the Bund fo&elief, - ; p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : . t O  
yield to all their demands. The -boycott. against -Egi g r r ~ t ~ e ; d - J % f E  -S i:f.t'u . -- -- 

only after he sent the- following declaration ,to'the : I @ A ~ ~ ~ ~ t t @  pf 
the Bund in W-w, which dm18;~8tion ;w& -..- fm-:f@'i$F& +.-. . 

Z - - 5- -  .-- - . -'* - official organ 'of the Bupd : (a) . _ _  - -g.  ..: ,a -- - -  -: <: - . . - = -  k- %*- -.---<:.<: s&:-i - 
t ---.-- . . - .  

DECILARATION. : - .  

. . . . .  . 

well 

. .  . . . -  . . . -  
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this disgraceful blot, I s plied to the Warsaw committee of the Bund 
with the r uest to cal off the boycott against me, and agreed in 7l P 
advance to a the demands which wrll be made by the Bund. 

These demands are as follows: To dismiss several objectionable 
en; to reimburse the workingmen for all the tlrne during 

which w o r h ~  t ey were out of employment through my fault; not to give out 
an work to be rformed m the house of the workingmen; to employ 
o J y those worKgmen who will be indicated by the Bund; and to 
publish all these facts in some newspaper. 

(Signed) -- . 
Warsaw,- June 23, 1905. 

Only a very disastrous -boycott could call forth such a statement; 
q d  this effectiveness of the boycott is due to the fact that the influ- 
eq&$'of -*.=:: -s i the Bund extends beyond the workingmen far into the middle 
dbmi, among those who are willing to disregard the economic work 
&*the Bund on account of its political work and its defense of the Jew. 

. - 

- COMMERCIAL .PURSUITS. 

While the general impremion that the Russian Jew is a person fit 
only for commercial life has been s h o w  to be at variance with the 
fa&,. it remains true that commerce employs a great number of the 
Jewish breadwinners in Russia. According to the Russian census, 
as  shown in the table on page -, 31.6 per cent of the Jews employed 
in Binful occupations were earning their living from some form of 
ooLerce. If, in addition to these persons, the number dependent 
upon them for a livelihood is considered, it appears that 35.6 per 

. cent of 'the total Jewish population in Russia belong to the commer- 
cial class. In calculating these per cents the hotel, restaurant, and 
doon keepers have been omitted from the commercial class in order 
to conform the classification to that of the United States census. 
If t h w  occupations with their dependents are included under com- 
mew' the percentage -in the commercial class rises to 37.5 per cent 
of 811 theJews in Russia. Therefore, a study of Jewish commerce is 
a mat& of utmost importance. It is to be regretted, however, that 
very little authentic data in regard to this subject are to be had, the 
only a d a b l e  data being more than 20 years old, and for that 
mason tmrcdy applicable 'at this time. But while accurate atatis- 
tical-data am lacking, that does not preclude the W b i l i t y  of draw- 
ing a more or less true picture of the condition of the Jewish 
mewhank 

.According to the Russian censua of 1897, a total of 1,495,087 per- 
&m--Gere employed in commercial pursuifs in all Russia (including 

4 ,hotel sad liquor d o o n  keepers). Of this b ta l  the Jews niunber 
$74,833 persons, or 31.8 per cent. But in the Pile the proportion 
-k~'copsiderably greater. As is shown in the following table, the 
Jews constitute nearly three-fourths of the commercial class of the 

- Pale (448,514 out of-618,762, or 72.5 per cent). This proportion 
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between the number of Jews and the total number of persons engaged 
i n  commercial pursuits varies considerably from region to. region 
and from one. Province to another. In the northwest' the Jews con- 
stitute almost 90 per cent of the commercial class-in Grodno and 
in Minsk even over 92 per cent. Practically all the commercial 
activity in these Provinces is in the hands of the Jews. In the south- 
west the Jews constitute only three-fourths of the commercial class, 
and in southern (new) Russia a little over one-half. The percentage 
rapidly declines the farther we go from the center of Jewish con- 
gestion, which is found' in the northwest; and with the decline of 
this percentage there was noticeable, a t  least until the receiitdk- 
turbances, a rise in the economic condition of the merchants; 

The following table giv& by Provinces and by regions in the Pale 
the number of Jews engaged in commerce compared with the total 

- number of persons. so engaged: 

NUMBER O F  JEW8 IGNGAGED IN COMMERCE COMPARED WITH TOTAL PERSON8 80 
ENGAGED IN THE PALE, BY PROVINCES AND REGION8,1897, 

Compiled from the separate report8 in Provivim of Plamier Reoensement QQICraI de la ~cqkstion 
de I'Emp~re de Rued6 1897.) - .  * . - - -- 

Province and 
Per cent 
of total. 

,-___I______-- - 
.................................. Viha ....................... ---, 

Grodno, . , , - , - . . - . , . - - - - , - - - , , - , - - - , - , - - - - - - - - - , - - , - , - - , - - - , . - , - , . , - - - - , - . , - -  
Komo ................................................................... 

Lithuania ......................................................... 
Minah, ................................................................... 

............................................................... Vitebak,,, ...... Iboheelev. ................................................... :. :. .. 
WhifeRussia ..,,,.,.,.. ,,,,, .,,.,..,.,,-,,,,, -,.,-,. ,,,,,.,-. .,, 

Voh 'a,, , , , , , , , . . , . , - . , , - - , , , ,, , - - -. - - - - , - , -,,,,, - . , - , , , , , - , ,- .. , @" Podo 'a,. ................................................................ 
Kiev ..................................................................... 

- Cbernlgov.,-,-,,-.-,.,-.,-.--,.---,-.--.---------.--.--.------.-,.,- ,,,- - Poltava,.,-.~.-,-,,,,*,-.,-,- ,,,, -.,-.-,.,--.,.--------------.------.-;-, 
huthwestern Ruasia , , , , , , , , , . , , . , , , -, , , , ,. , , . , . , -1,. , , . , . . , , , , , , 

Bessambia ............................................................... 
Khersoq., , , , . , , - , . , , . - , . . - , - , , , , . , , . - , , , , , - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - , - - , . , . . , , , ...................... ............................... ,ehtefl~)*v.. i :i 
Tanrida- . - , - , - - - - - - - - - - - . , , , , , , .; - - , - - - - - , - - - . - . - -. - - , - , , - . - . - - . - , . , , , , , , 

80dhem(new)Rnsai~,,,,-.,-.:-,---~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~.~. 

Warsaw,.,, ,.,, -,., ,.,,,,,,,,,.,,., ,,-,,,,,: ,,.,,,,,-, ,,,,-,, ,.,,,,,., ,, 
Kaliez ,-.,,-.,,, L ,,--,--,,,,,,,,,,,.,,., -,-,.,,--,,,; ........................ 
Kielce. , -. ,, ,, , ,-, ,. , ,. , , ,, -,- , .. , -. , ,. , , ,. , ,, , -. - ,. - , , ,. ,, ,, .,, . , , -, - ,-. . ,-.'- 
Lomza. .................................................................. 
Lubp ,,.,,,. -,,-,--,-,- ,,,,,,,.--- . - - - -  -----.----.-,-,,,,,,,,.,,.,,, -.,, 
Petnkau. -. --.- --.- --. ,,,-, --,-., - ,-- ,----. ,-.. ,.,, ,,.,.,,.: ,.,.,,; ,,,, 
Plwk ,-,-,,, ,-,.--.----- ,,,, - ,-., ,.,,,-,,----.-;-,.----.-.- ..,,. .-. -,-,.,, 
Radom. -.~~----.--.--.-----~--~-~-~~--------.----------.--------.. --,-., .,, .U a3 - 9,916 87.9 

.. ..-.-....-............ .......................................... Suv& i - 4 :  -4,169 8 6  
. . .: 81edlec- .,,,,,--.--,---,.----,,.,,,,.---- ----.:- --,--,.,,~-. , .  , .  9 ,  ..': 4:m .:::. @..s . - . . .- . i ' . . . . - .  

- .  
.... ................... Poland 71.9 

-.................................................. . .  TOW in ~rls( . )  115  
- - F  

Inoludipg hotel, nuhsurant, and doon Wpers; benoe totala do not ngree *th tot& &own for 
commerce m tablea on pages 501 md 

' 85.7 
9 2 5  
86.3 

88.2 

9 2 3  
84.5 
90.1 

! . -  89.3 

89.2 
87.4 . ?L7 
60.6 
581 

76 0 

76 4 
58.5 

.. 2 
S.6 

' 54.4 

' .6L3 
a4 
85.2 
84.7 
8 . 3  
a 9  

:-. (4.4 

-- 
-lB,SSr 
#),a 
20,662 

60,091 

2% 655 

$ % 
&914 - 

16,178 
19,005. 
I?,=. 

a1CKM 

* 

.;67,$42 

192,813 

M !#i3 

2% 
25,585 

!i2,497 
9,1103 

-10,240 
%a1 

16,019 
- 

146,676 

' 24,636 =,= 
1 
,6,881 

1+5 ,7 ' 'Z l . : -?9 ,~ '  

'. 6,995 
8,% 

- h a  
-982 .u,= 



section a table was given (p. 502), showing the 
of the Jews gainfully employed into the great occupa- 
by separate regions of the Pale. It was shown there 

engaged in gainful occupations a smaller percentage 
'4 1 we& in ' commercial life in the northwest than in the south and 
f c&uthwmt. On the other hand, we fmd here that of all persons en- 
.8 . . .  .gaged . in commerce the Jews constitute a larger proportion in the 
f * 'northwest: than in the south. Coupled with the fact that the south 
2 rewived most of its Jewish population by immigration from the 

i&r'tn~est, these percentages seem to indicate that, until recently 2" -. : 
z 1 - , at~l&t,'t!yuthem -.- Russia offered better prospects to Jewish immi- 

-middle classes, while the wage-eamers were tending 

proportion of the Jews in various branches of - 
He presents many interesting features. It shows, h t  

Gf'd, that almost one-half -of all the Jewish merchants deal in agri- I 
:- d h m d  pduc ta  wch as cattle, grain, hides, furs, eta. It also shows 
- -  
-?A s verfhigh proportion of that trade in Jewish hands. Thus over 90 
-:.- per cent of the grain dealers are Jews-in southwestern Russia as 
g, high as 96.7 per cent and ih Lithuania 97.1 per cent. A very large 
#-j n&br of J& is found in general commerce or the group of com- 
f: mer&l middlemen and peddlers, which usually means very petty 
5 :. - .trading. -The better branches of commercial activity a& just 
?I.;.-i7.--.- 

d.?<::th0~8 which tlie number of Jews is smallest. Thus institutiOm of 
, . - . - d t  q u i r e  some capital, and the Jews constitute only 34.9 per cent 
- -. 
-.I _ - _. of-thst c b  in the Pale, while in the south they constitute only 29.1 
;:- * .  e;nd in Poland only 18.1 per cent. A bookstore can not be opened 
.'without.epecial permission, and as a result less than half of the stores 
i, uf that. group are in Je-h hands. Of the liquor saloon keepers, less 

two-& and of the hotel keepers less' than onethird are Jews. 
~duthwest the number of Jews employed as liquor saloon 
is extxernely small. 
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Memantile pursuits. 

General commerce.. ............. 
DeaJem in- ....................... Cattle. 

Grain. ....................... 
Other agzkultural products.. 
Building material and fuel.. . 
HousehoId gd.. ........... 
Metal goode and machinery.. 
D goode and clothing.. .... 
~%es, fun. etc ............... 
Articles of luxury, books, etc ...... Mi~aneous  srt~:lea,. 

. . . . . . .  . . .. , ;. ,.,, ' , , '  , ,," ' . ' . '  " . . . . .  

...-. .>; +: ,.:.. .....A. < ............. 
Them totals do not rltd tho88 given rmdeCoommems-in tala ti& &'- a .ad:-; 

w b  fh8 &-t, a d  &oon -m maw fi p g e  e- . . . . . . . . . . .  +;;? -; I -,; a;<g:.:,l;:;:. .: .. sji..:;: --". ..*-., .. , 
.. I:& ....a .................... C' . . .  .- .' . . . . . . .  -.?; >>< -:-,> $> -.< 

. . . .  ............ 
4 . . .. .--*: 3 :.:. .-. ;-a ... -;:,: =>$.;*2-.;. g ,.* ---. <:,.,+-*., ; :--.;T%-;;;*:-;.:.!::.. 
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' Of the' total number of Jewish merchants in the Pale, 2 13,044, 
or 47.5 per cent, were dealing in agricultural products (including 
hid=, furs, etc.). Their function evidently is to gather the farm prod- 
ucts from .the agricultural population of the Pale for shipment and 
sale in distant localities, and they stand to the surrounding population 
in the capacity of buyers. With the exception of small groups of large 
wholesale merchants the majority of the remaining 52.5 per cent are 
d e r s  of v a r i o ~  kinds of goods to the same population of the vil- 
-lees, and also to the population of the cities. It is a fallacy of old 
efanding -that- the only occupation of the Jew of the Pale is to sell 

. liquor tb the Russian peasant. No matter what thewishes of the aver- 
age Jew might have been in the matter, it is an important fact that 

- 32.8 per cent of the hotel and restaurant keepera and only 
8 ,  .- - 

37.0 per cent of the liquor-saloon keepers were Jews. Undoubtedly 
. &is-=& % a measure due to the legislative rmtrictions, the laws of 
1882 having forced many Jews out of the liquor businem by denying 
them the right to live in the villages. Another factor of no less 

- irnporth& was the introduction of the State monopoly of the sale 
; of liquor. .The effect of this measure is only partly reflected in the 

statistics of 1897, because the census was taken during the time of the 
9 4 gradual intrOduction of this measure in the Pale. As a result, the 
f; proportion of Jewish saloon keepers in muthwBSfern Russia was onlv 
' 1  

9.8 per cent and in the south 18.1 per cent, while in the northwgt 
nearly 8, per bent of the saloon keepem were Jews. Since then prac- 
ti* d the ~ i w s  have been e b h a t e d  from thie field of commerce, 
and doubtless the families (ngarly 12,000) that lived by 'this trade in 
1897 ware forced to swell the army of the unemployed in the cities. 

In t h .  connection it is worthy of notice that under conditions of 
freedom to enter. the saloon keeper's trade the Rubsian Jews do not 
ahow m y  strong liking for' this occupation. As is shown in the fol- 
lowing Gble, the male Russians gainfully employed in New York 
City constitute 6.56 * per. cent of 811 mde persons gainfully employed, 

::while th0- R d a n  saloon keepers represent only 2.77 per cent of the 
L30fa1' nmbei of saloon keepers. In other words, while there are 45 

a - , d &  k$)epem per 10,000 males gainfully employed there are only 
h.ssian saloon keepera per 10,000 Russians gainfully employed as 

:.gainst ' 56 per 10,000 in the remaining foreip population. The 
mass of the Jewish merchants and all pem0n.s occupied in some com- 

f . mercial - activity, whether or not they deserve to be called mar- 
$ ohante, may' be classified into two groups--those who etand toward ' the- local population in the capacity of buyers and those who are a 

- e m  of goo&. The buyers are those who come mostily in cbntact 
tl.gh r :  the agricultural population. It ie this class which is probably 
$! -meadti where the report of the census of 1897 says: "The Jews do not 
& till the land themselves, but exploit the land tiller." In view of this 
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oficial opinion it is interesting to study the methods which are used 
by these buyers in dealing with the peasants. 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RUSSIAN MALES AND OF MALE8 IN OTHEB NATIVITY 

GROUPS ENGAGED IN ALL GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS AND A8 BALOON KEEPERS IN 
NEW YORE CITY, AND NUMBER OF SALOON KEEPERS PER 10,000 MALES EMPLOYED 
IN EACH GROUP, 1900. 

[Compiled from report on Occupations: Twelfth C a m s  of the United States, 635 and 636.1 

Nativity. 
Number. EL Num- ber. 

Russians., ............................ -, ....................... 
All other foreign white and native white of foreign parentage. 

............................. Native white. of native parentage. 195, a05 
W o r d  ........................................................ 

Total.. ................................................... 1,102,471 

Per 
wat. 

Num- 
ber of 
saloon 
keepers 

. lgl"& 
male8 

p l ' e d  

The 2 13,644 dealers in agricultural products serve. the $-+ a$$;- &--$-; - -  
ment of the crops and other @cultural products from the pes;eant ---- ~ - e p  

to the market, which is usually some distance away, end-bhiii 
beyond the borders of Russia. In estimating this function'it,$-&t 
be remembered that the commercial methods of the- R&&n- pe& 
ants are exceedingly primitive; there are no local elevatars and n0 
feeding railroad lines, and the peasant, when forced to sell some of 
his grain so as to pay his taxes and buy the few simple n d e s  of 
life, outside of his food, takes the grain to the market to Sell, and in 
the Pale the buyer in almost nine cases out of ten is the Jew. 3 
Jewish "merchant," whose only capital may be the price ofT& few, 
bushels of corn, i s  more anxious to buy than the peasant L.to sell, 
for the latW is sure of his ability td sell dl-he has, the question b e i i  
only between a higher or lower price, while the &&'is by far not so 
sure of his ability to buy, and it is the difference of a .few cents 
more or less that means to him either some profit or a lo&. It is 
therefore the buyer that is anxious to capture the seller, -end bemuse 
he has no legal right to travel fiom one fiage to the oth$buying.pP 
grain, and as any such trrmsaction would require .considia& capital, 
he emploJis on the market day the primitive methodof go,@ out -9 
far as possible on tbe road to intmept the peasc~nt before othaF bu+ 
reach him. The competition among the buyem'-& +erg 6vrere :and 
the Jewish merchant is satisfied with almost a& pi?fiti .I =.., Zttis'fiue .. - -  

that he has better bargaining ability -the l%ykiSn &t;;hut 
it is doubtful whether the peaeant could obtain - 

&~goodS$%iG ~ ~ ~ u g g t - ~ ~ ~ ~ z ~ +  q-:be does if this k&n. competition did not &kit; 
bushels of grain or the mall qumtitie~~of other '&oulfd-@*c'&, ....- d r  .., ut  t I 

the Jew is anxious to &ll as 8s possible, thkt b e ~ m . a y ~ s ~ ~ i e r  
his capital, and he sells to a merchant who-& ha p o s i t i ~ n ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ -  

. . - .. c-_ . 1 .  - 
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late pumh88es of a few carloads until he is ready to ship them to the 
. central market-or to Germany. 

By reason of the peculiar -conditions that prevail in Russia the 
farm products invariably pass through many more hands than they 
would otherwise have to, but the rate of profit to each is so small 

. that the entire increment is not excessive. Thus the *small mer- 
chmt of this kind runs about the whole day in his effort to buy as 

- much asepossible and as cheaply as possible and considers a daily 
income of from 50 copecks to 1 ruble (25.8 to 51.5 cents) satisfac- 
tOFy. That sum is scarcely ,sufiicient for his modest living, but it 
is about as large an income as that of the average artisan without 

Y an$. -&pifa3 or of the average factory worker; and this merchant is 
-- a +c4 &;kith .-- . little capital and of the same social scale as the arti- k 88fi;bi $he factory worker. This is the condition of the great major- 

3 - .  -ity -of,. . . the grain merchsnfs, though above this class there are the 
important business men of the centers. 

A few decades ago this trade in grain and in other articles of agri- 
cult& production was a source of prosperity ts. many little towns 
in the northwest. Before the construction of railrods the methods 

- of marketing were different, the competition among the buyers was a 
great deal less acute, the surplus of the peasants was much greater, 

C .  

i and the local market was not so sensitive - to the changes of the 
: world merket. Thirty or forty years ago the Pale used-to ship large 

quantitieses of grain, eggs, lumber, etc., along the Niemen and other 
; rive& to the German markets. Bftsr making sufficient purchases 
- the Jewish grain dealer or lumber dealer went personally on the rafts 
- to the Gemxian markets and sold his merchandise at high profits. 
;: -But- the development of the Russian railroad system and the agri- 
'- ~ t d  growth of the Far East so reduced the grain trade of the 
4- northwest, -and the increase of the local urban population so affected 

\ \, .. .. . .. 
.!,%,'!:.. *<: , $ 'the-s&plus; that- many f d e s  which had accumulated small com- 

5' 
peteneies from this branch of commerce found themselves without 

i&y-  rn;ians of subsistence and were forced to migrate into larger 
$ cities or to the United States. There are dozens of small settiements 
5 dl ddng the Niemen which have fallen from a state of comparative 
3 -  - ; prbperity into one of abject poverty. The  few large grain mer- i< 
' chants who may be: found in most Jewish tom do not in my way 

dbturb. the truthfulness of this picture. The very factipointed oat 6 
j m a previous section-that the number of artisans and factory 
' workem is rapidly growing, notwithstanding the veiy large emigra- $- 
% lion, which to a great extent consists of this class, shows that the earn- 
& *  of the majority ~f the business men are probably smaller than ithe - of a busy factory worker, and that in spite of the deplor- 
~&ie-on of the shop and factory workers there is a constant Y 
-4%. ;-; g-.. - 16251--08--11 
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stream from the commercial pursuits into the trades - a d  into the 
factories. 

The other large class of merchants are the retail dealers, who 
to be found in such large numbers in every tow. -of the Pale. It 
more than probable that the data of the census are far from corn- 
plete, the tendency having -been to classify among dependents rnw 
members of the family who are in reality employed at some trade, 
especially if it be the same trade in which the head of the family is 
occupied. The incomes of the majority of the "grain dealem" 
so small that the wives are forced to sell something so as  to earn a 
few cents a day. 

While a superficial investigation of the trade m .the Pale proves 
the' presence of an urn-arily great number of middlemen, a 
closer invwtigation shows that the sufferers are the middlemen them- 
selves and not the consumers. The cheapness of all .&iclw sur- 
prises the stranger, and the purchaser who is not a seller profits eon- 
siderably thereby; but these advantages can not .-appeal to the;iTew 
very strongly, because most of the purchasers we themselves 
md they suffer a great deal more than they profit by the &. 
The agricultural population seem to be the positive gainers bC':t& 

. . 
competition, and gainers in a double mrwt3-a~ pduOerS -of--.@- 
cultural products, for which thek is always a brisk demand, &nd:as 
consumers of articles of manufacture, which they obtain 'at a com- 
paratively low price. It has been achowledged by many inveti- 
gators that the average profit of the Jew on the purchsse of grain 
and like products is much smaller-than the profit of - the R w g i i  
middleman in the interior of ~ - i a  in similar t m t i o n s ,  aqd 
that the general level of prices on manufactured articles in the citiea 
of the Pale is much lower than in the Russia-towns. . More t hh  
this, it is a matter of common observation that evaq.in &8'.aarne 
towns the prices in the Jewish stor- are lower than in the  an 
stores, for, says Subbotin, 'f The Jewish merchant .is satisfied tq 
reoeive. a smaller rate of profit on his turnover, so long mi he c& 
turn his capital quicker." . - 

The same obeerver during. hia investigation found' that -5 'the 
Province of Minsk the average rate of profit in'-'fhe..e@&- -- . .- of- the 
Jewish merchants was 8.07 per cent, whilS in $hi ~st~& ;of: &he 
non-Jewish merchants it was 10.02 per * cent. -- In- the! - h v & c e  
of Kovno the rate of profit to Jews wss 4 per .cent,-whil-e' fhat %he 
other merchants was 10 per cent. h Kiev. the a -  rataiiy.ww 43.< p81 
cent and 5.3 per cent, respectively. In Odeesa,--~Jiei$~-~~ , a :  -+ --< i$@&e 
of commerce. is much larger, the raw off .profit -&&t$2ka&i . - . ?G&, .A 

namely, 2.6 per cent and 3.1 .per cent, That:.&$ Jew into the *&in .tde of Odma has ~ - ~ , ' , f ~ p - ; . & ; * f t - ~ ~ ~  

. - ' .,A ..+*-, 2 
?<# - , :- 
: ; . -; :, - 
, - ,-- . - - 
, - - 
















































